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PREFACE. 


It  wHl  be  easily  perceived^  that  the  Letr 
ters  which  compose  this  little  Wodc,  wore 
not  wntten  with  a  view  to  publication ;  this^ 
I  am  afraid,  howeyer,  will  not  be  considered 
an  adeqHate  excuse  for  the  fikults  they  will 
be  found  to  possess:  but  it  would  be  difficult 
now  to  akffr  their  slyle^  without  impairing 
their  interest ;  and  I  offer  them,  therefore, 
as  they  are. 

Few  countries,  so  near  to  our  own,  have 
of  late  years  been  visited  and  known  so 
a2 
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VI  PREFACE. 

little  as  Portugal;  during  the  Peninsular 
wari  the  peculiar  dtuation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  honourable  occupation  of  my  gallant 
countrymen,  afforded  small  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the  national 
habits  and  manners  in  their  usual  state. 
Lisbon,  in  fisict^  during  that  great  struggle, 
was  a  British  dep6t;  every  thing  was  in  an 
unnatural  position;  provisions,  house-rent, 
and  other  necessaries  of  life,  were  so  exor- 
bitant in  price,  that  many  of  the  first  families  . 
wididrew  fi'om  the  metropolis,  leaving  their  . 
palaces  and  houses  to  the  occupation  of  the 
miHtcry.  The  absence  of  the  sovereign 
tended  also  very  materially  to  alter  the  usual 
aapect  of  the  place,  more  especially  as  he 
had  beai  followed  to  Rio  de  Janeiro  by  a 
lai^e  body  of  the  principal  nobility. 

It  ought,  I  think,  to  be  the .  object  of 
every  stranger  in  a  foreign  land,  to  enter,  as 
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far  as  circumstances  may  permit^  into  the 
society  of  the  natives ;  this  has  ever  been 
the  wish  of  Mr.  Baillie  and  myself,  and  we 
therefore  cultivated^  as  much  as  we  could, 
the  acquaintance  of  the  Portugueze;  we 
found  them,  generally  speaking,  by  no  means 
social,  or  encouraging  towards  foreigners, 
and  I  fear  their  usual  character  is  not  dis- 
tinguished by  frankness  or  urbanity*  The 
elegant  author  of  "  Recollections  of  the 
Peninsula"  accounts  for  this,  somewhat  at 
the  expense  of  the  English ;  but  although 
there  may  be  too  much  justice  in  what  he 
advances  upon  the  subject,  I  cannot  entirely 
agree  with  him  in  the  very  favourable  point 
of  view  in  which  he  describes  Lisbon.  With  . 
him,  every  object  is  couleur  de  rose;  his 
glowing  imagination  reflects  its  own  splendid 
tints  upon  all  he  sees,  and  clothes  really 
disgusting  realities  in  the  brilliant  garb  of 
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6Bchfliil;mjQnt.  Yet,  am  I  fiiHy  persuaded, 
fSiat  he  wrote  as  he  fekv  and  vm&  imoiiii'*' 
ickuis  of  die  dehiBHm ;  nor  am  I  sdrpariacd 
at  hk  feelbigs ;  he  saw  &  southnm^  cotnfary 
jbr  the  fin^^time,  he  woedevajbed  by  the 
ohiTabotts  spirit  of  his  galiaat  pitrfeissioi^ 
and^  more  ^n  all,  was  then  at  that  hiest 
period  t)f  human  exislenee, 

"  When  all  things  please,  for  life  itself  is  new.** 

To  this  may  be  added,  that  he  pvobiMy 
saw  Ldsbon  at  a  more  faToiirable  momeot 
than  the  present;  it  vaslmt  )ust  tnumcii- 
pated  from  the  dominion  of  the  Fvendi 
polieey  whidi  is  known  to  have  efibtted 
mirades  in  tibe  Augean  tadb  of  freeing  it 
from  its  annoyances  and  impurities*  Mn 
Blatthews,  in  his  *^  Diary  of  an  Invalid/'  in 
mai^  respects  frilly  corrobdratts  the  state^ 
ments  which  irill  be  found  in  the  fottowiiig 
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LeiieJSw  Wkiteter  may  be  my  gmfend 
opinkm  m  legard  to  the  PkntHgueze/  I 
ilioidd  be  guilty  of  a  g^^eat  omission^  wore  I 
not  to  sense  tbe  opportunity  of  meatienfaigi 
withr  every  s^itiment  of  grateftd  esteem^ 
the  kinchfiesfr  we  experienced  from  aome 
fioMliefli  who  received  us  with  the  nfeoat 
genuine  politeness  and  hospitality.  To 
Ikoae  of  Anadia,  Alva,  Lacerda,  and  Tor- 
rebella,  our  acknowledgments  are  more 
pairtleularly  due;  tiieee  individuals  wocdd 
graoe  the  society  of  any  country,  and  their 
wierit  is  the  more  strildngy  from  their  faavw 
mg  been  bom  and  educated  in  one  whiohy 
it  muat  be  aUowed,  is  somewhat  b^ind  the 
r^t  of  Europe  in  cAviUaation  and  refoe>- 
mmt. 

It  so  haj^p^^ed  that  during  our  residm^ 
tK^^de^  (about  two  years  and  a  halO  Portugal 
was  agitated  by  different  circumstances  and 
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events,  all  of  which  were  of  the  highest 
possible  import,  and  calculated  to  awaken  a 
vivid  degree  of  curiosity  even  in  the  mind  of 
the  most  apathetic  observer. 

To  all  who  are  interested  in  Portugueze 
history,  (if  their  principles  be  those  of  justice 
and  Uberality,)  the  conduct  of  the  eonstUu- 
tional  government  during  its  brief  reign  must 
appear  almost  incredibly  base  and  imbecSe ; 
never  was  opportunity  so  completely  lost,  or 
power  more  shamefully  abused.  Had  the 
ministry  been  firm  yet  conciliating,  rather 
than  overbearing,  tyrannical  and  perfidious; 
had  they  gradually  introduced  into  theit 
councils  the  respectable  portion  of  the  no- 
bility, sustained  the  true  dignity  of  their 
sovereign,  and  honoured  religion  in  protect- 
ing the  rights  of  the  more  virtuous  part  of 
their  clergy ;  and  finally,  had  they  enacted 
a  more  moderate  code  of  laws,  it  is  probable 
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that  they  would  have  been  encouraged  and 
assisted  by  other  powers;  but  to  every  high 
minded  principle  they  were  utter  strangers. 
These  were  trying  times  for  the  King  of 
Portugal,  as  they  would  have  been  for  a 
much  wiser  and  more  energetic  monarch. 
His  vacillation  of  conduct  under  late  cir-^ 
cumstances  should  be  viewed  with  indul- 
gence, and  hid  excuse  may  be  found  also  in 
the  general  character  of  the  nation;  badly 
educated,  they  are  still  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating the  blessings,  or  of  using  without 
abusing  the  rights  of  a  free  people ;  caa  it 
create  wonder  then,  that  they  were  found 
to  be  capricious  and  unstable?  The  King 
and  people  therefore  are  equally  to  be  .ex- 
cused: he  was  naturally  timid  and  comply- 
ing, and  they  knew  not  precisely  what  to 
.  hope  or  to  demand.  It  is  much  to  His  Ma-  . 
jesty's  credit,  that  throughout  he  has  con- 
tinued popular;  he  is  humane  and  accessible, 
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an-  enemy  ta  the  iJuB^g&on -an^^  d^e  ^€a,fhlA, 
and  Iheae  are  indeed  vlrtwt  in  idi  abspliite 
monagcfi. 

Avery  amiahk  audioresS/ vfith  who^, I 
have  auidi  pleasure  in  boiog  aiq^nt(e4» 
kas  of  lal4  entered  fiiHy  into  the  histoid  .<>£ 
tite  diefe^on  of  die  Brazils  from  the  mother 
oomitry;  it  wonld  be  irrelevamt  to  my  si^. 
ject^  were  I  to  touch  upon  the  ground  she 
haaeliosei^  finrther  than  to^  corroborate  die 
accuracy  of  her  statements  respecting  that 
ev^at  All  good  minds  must  hope  that 
tome  sadsfitctory  arrangement  for  both 
0iMffitrieiS/  will  be  ultimately  effected;  by 
which  means  anyomnatuialtrarfiEae  between 
falSier  and  son  may  <  be  jn^eireirted ;  some 
dme  neverAeles»  must  be  allowed^  hefiire 
the  feraientatioii  of  spkits  on  ^her  iside 
Can  reasonably  be  expected  tcr  sdbidda;  it  is 
t^  be  hoped  too^  thai  erelong^  Portiigalsiay 
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o|>eD  her  ey^s  to  the  necessity  of  keeping 
on  good' terms  with  Great  Biitun,  her  an- 
cient and  best  aUy;   should  gratitude  for 
past  services,  for  the  blood  of  its  brave  sons 
'i^^t^'sh^*m hot  ddenoey  eeaae  to  mknate 
idjO^adbd  of  her  mlers^  kt  her  look  at  the 
'^ufl^fiihed  list  of  her  wine  expcnrts^  even 
during  the  last  two  years,  and  self-iM^rest 
'^ne  wouM  6ttrely  prompt  her  to  remain 
steady  to  her  friend;  at  all  events,  she  will 
>do  weU  to  reflect  that  sudden  firiendships 
'  are  not  alwajrs  to  be  trusted. 

The  fate  of  some  individuals  for  whom 
I  chedsh  the  most  heartfelt  esteem  and 
regard,  is  so  deeply  iavohred  m  that  of  Por- 
ti^al,  that  my  wishes  &r  the  pnospeiaty  of 
the  latter  will  ever  be  as  oonstant  as  they 
are  ^cere*  I  have  found  it  necessary  to 
curtail  the  xelaticm  of  n^ny  circumstances, 
smi,  ysbo&y  to  onu^  oAb^s,  the  publication 
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of  which  would  very  greatly  heighten  the 
interest  of  these  letters;  the  authoress  to 
whom  I  have  already  alluded,  has  expressed 
herself  to  have  been  actuated  by  similar 
motives  with  my  own;  and  I  most  entirely 
coincide  in  her  sentiments  where  she  ob- 
servesi  that  "  the  whole  truth  should  not 
always  be  spoken." 
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LETTER  I. 


Reeves's  Hotel,  Buenos  Ajrres, 
June  87th,  182t. 

MY  DBAR  MOTHER, 

You  will  naturally  be  anxious  to 
receive  the  intelligence  of  our  safe  arrival  in 
Portugal.  We  had  an  average  passage  of 
eight  days;  and  we  now  find  ourselves  fixed 
for  the  present,  until  we  have  had  time  to 
look  about  us  and  to  choose  a  permanent 
residence,,  at  Reeves'6  Hotel,  Buenos  Ayres. 
This  is  a  suburb  of  Lisbon,  standing  upon 
higher  ground  than  the  city  itself,  and  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  the  Engfish,  being  gene- 
ridly  considered  as  a  cooler  and  more  cleanly 
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(or  rather  a  less  Jilthy)  situation  than  the 
latter. 

The  difficulties  we  have  met  with  in  pro- 
curing a  houscj  servants^  &c.  iwe  .really 
astonishing  i  no  houses  are  let  ready  fur- 
nished^ nor  are  you  allowed  to  hire  one  for 
a  less  period  than  six  months.  Thus^  if  you 
wish  for  temporary  accommodation,  the 
hotels  (expensive  as  they  are)  afford  you  the 
most  economical  as  well  as  the  most  conve- 
nient resource.  The  few  English  servants 
here  are  exorbitant  in  their  demands,  in 
regard,  to  wages;  in  addition  to  which,  we 
are  assured  that  their  capabilities  are  very 
limited,  and  their  general  indolence  and  im^ 
pertinence  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  ^^helps*^ 
in  America.  We  have  therefore  taken  a 
Spanish  man-servan|^  who  appears  to  be 
much  superior  to  the  usual  run,  and  who 
speaks  several  languages— our  own  included* 
The  first  impression  which  Buenos  Ayres 
made  upon  our  minds  after  landing,  was  by 
DO  means  favourable ;  we  toiled  up  a  9teep 
ascent  firom  the  shore,  passing  through  f| 
parched  neglected  looking  garden,  beneath, 
a  rude  trellis  of  vines;  from  whence  we 
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emerged  into  one  of  the  narrow  streets,  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  hotel.  The 
view  of  this  street  was  startling  from  its  filtb> 
and  disgusting  from  th^  bad  sm^Us  whi<b 
we  found  it  impossible  to  esqape,  aa  they 
continfied  to  overpower  uSj  without  interr 
missioui  dunng  its  entire.length.  Howeveff 
I  flatter  myself  that  we  must  have  seei^  the 
worst  in  tbeneighbourhood.  The  view  from 
the  windows  of  tb^  hotel  i^  reckoned  v^ry 
beautifiil.  It  is  certainly  fine  in  its  way;  but 
I  am  sure  t^at travellers  (froQiwhat motive! 
am  at  a  loss  to  coi^jectiure)  have  greatly  over- 
rated its  charms.  The  Tagus,  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  noblest  rivers  in  Europe/ stretches 
its  wide  expanse  before  us,  and  is  bOuAded 
in  th|e  distance  by  mountains  indistinctly 
defined.  The  nearer  points  of  rocky  coas^ 
at  this  season  bare  and  sandy,  are  studded 
with  white  walled  buildings,  among,  which 
the  towers  of  converts  ea^e  pre-eminent  and 
the  effi^t  altogeUi^r  is  singuliorj  imd  not 
unpicturesque;  buut  we  have  seen  views  in 
a  similar  style  sa  far  superior,  in  different 
parts  of  the  continent,  that  when  I  assent 
to  the  vaunted  beauty  of  this,  I  do  so  almost 
b2 
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inechanically^  and  rather  with  a  wish  to  avoid 
appearing  fastidious^  than  from  any  genuine 
.fervour  of  admiration.  The  distant  efBsct 
of  lisboh,  however,  when  beheld  Aom  the 
mouth  of  the  harhour,  as  you  sail  up  the 
river,  is  superb  in  the  extreme.  I  have 
been  much  disappointed  at  finding  no  place 
here  where  we  can  enjoy  the  exercise  of 
walking  after  the  heat  of  the  day  is  over. 
The  sharp  pointed,  rugged  stones.  With 
which  the  ground  is  paved  for  several  tcjoles 
round,  (and  in  Buenos  Ayres  there  are  no 
flagged  pavements  for  foot  passengers,)  the 
total  absence  of  grass  or  gravel  paths,  and 
the  cruel  want  of  a  single  tree  for  shade 
or  shelter,  render  the  dull  and  paltry  gar- 
den belonging  to  the  hotel  our  sole  re- 
source. Surely  it  is  impossible  to  call  the 
vicinity  of  Buenos  Ayres  ^'  the  country.** 
The  climate,  which,  in  the  spring  and 
winter  .months  is  bland  and  pure,  (the  fair 
free  gift  of  heaven,)  seems  to  be  lost  upon 
the  indolent,  abject,  listless  inhabitants. — 
The  slightest  efforts  of  industry  and  ac- 
tivity, would  have  converted  the  above- 
mentioned  garden  into  a  paradise  of  bloom- 
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ing  sweets;  but  as  it  is,  it  affords  noi- 
(liing  but  a  picture  of  sloth,  neglect,  and 
want  of.  tastiel  Haying  so  lately  seen  the 
neat  and  Ipv^ly  cottage  gardens  of  DcTon- 
shir€|^  tl|^  contrast  of  those  we  here  behold, 
is  stripping*  Geraniums  of  every  species, 
loaded  witbi  bloom,  rise  in.  this  country  to 
the  height  and  sise  of  shrubs;  the  carnations 
alsa  are  yery  .rich  and  luxuriant,  requiring 
Uttle  orjfio  culture^  among  which  I  observe 
some  ofa  light  yellow  colour;  and  remarkably 
fine  China  roses  are  common,  but  those  which 
have  any  scent  are  more  rare.  Lavender  and 
rosemary  grow  wild  upon  every  rocky  height, 
and  are  in  this  garden  so  plentiftil  that  they 
might  be  formed  into  thick  hedge-rows;  but^ 
alas!  they  serve  only  to  correct,  in  some 
degree,  the  fiimes  which  arise  ftom  a  neigh- 
bouring dunghill,  the  unworthy  companion 
of  their  bloom  and  fragrance.  There  are 
other  scents  also,  which  every  evening,  after 
sunset,  begin  to  arise  from  each  house  in  the 
vicinity.  It  is  a  very  dangerous  and  hazard 
ous  indulgence  to  stand  in  the  projecting 
balconies  of  the  lower  windows  during  the 
brief  twilight.    In  any  other  country  you 
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might  flatter  yourself  that  now  was  the  hour 
to  enjoy  the  reviving  influence  of  the  pure 
breeze  from  the  river;  but  Aer^your  onty 
safe  or  agreeable  resource  lies  in  shutting 
,out  every  breath  of  outward  air^  unless  you 
would  run  the  risk  of  inhaling  the  most  pes- 
tilential effluvia.  Dogs,  of  every  shade  and 
:gradation  of  the  mongrel  breed,  lapk,  lean, 
-filthy,  and  voracious,  lie  about  the  streets  in 
all  directions,  and  in  the  most  ularming  num- 
bers. Thelnhabitants  of  Liiibpn  maintain 
no  other  scavengers! 

M.B. 
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LETTER  IL 

Buenos  A3rres,  June  30th,  1821. 

Yestbrday  ivie  set  out  in  an  open  two- 
^idieelad  eaiTii^e(very  like  those  old-&shion- 
ed  velucles  to  be  -seen  in  the  prints  of  ibe 
earlier  e^tions  of  Gil  Blas)»  called  a  Sege, 
and  drawn  by  a  pair  of  small,  long-tailed 
horses,  of  wretched  appearance,  one  in  the 
shafts,  the  other  clumsily  attached  to  his 
side,  drawing  only  when  ascending  a  hill, 
and  bearing  no  share  in  the  weight.  The 
carriage  itself  was  crazy,  ill-contrived,  and 
shabby  in  the  highest  degree,  (but  it  was 
reckoned  one  of  the  best  in  Lisbon);  and, 
thus  accommodated,  we  proceeded  to  drive 
about  the  city,  to  view  its  principal  squares, 
streets,  &c.  One  of  the  largest  of  the  former 
is  the  Terreiro  de  Paigo,  now  called  the  Pra9a 
do  Commercio.  The  equestrian  statue  in  the 
centre,  of  Joseph  I.  is  reckoned  a  work  of 
merit*  It  is  in  brcMoze,  of  enormous  propor- 
lions,  and  was  modelled  by  Machado  de 
Castro,  a  native  artist.    The  Roscio  is  also  |i 
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large  square,  in  whioh  stands  the  Inqutakion 
(like  the  ancient  lion  in  the  fable),  shorn  of 
its  terrible  teeth  and  claws.  Let  no  one 
imagine  however,  that  either  of  these  places 
at  all  res^nbles  Grosvenor  or  Portman 
Square.  At  this  time  the  former  was  filkd 
with  loose  and  blinding  sand,  equally,  scordi- 
ing  to  the  eyes  and  to  the  feet,  and  neither 
was  adorned  with  a  single  shrub  or  blade  of 
grass.  The  people  of  Lisbon  appear  as  if 
they  had  even  a  greater  antipathy  to  verdure 
than  Dr«  Johnson,  when  he  thundered  forth 
his  contemptuous  anathema  against  ''  green 
fields"  and  those  who  "  babbled  of  them." 
Some  few  of  the  best  streets,  built  since  the 
great  earthquake,  have  flagged  pav^neats^ 
among  them  are  Gold  Street  and  Sflvec 
Street:  the  former  chiefly  inhabited  by 
jewellers,  the  latter  by  silversmiths.  Habere 
dasher  Street  contains  only  tradesmen*  of 
that  description;  and  the  mikmiexcera,  dotiti- 
merehants,  and  linen^r/qpers,  have  also  thek 
streets  aqopropriated  getierldly  to  their  difi* 
ferent  l»*anehe8  of  trade,  and  eidled  ih  lioe 
manner  afiter  thleb  ^pro&maan.  The  diops 
here  are  so  inoonveoiently  Appointed,  that 
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the  task  of  shopping  Becomes  nearly  impos* 
sible  to  females  m  the  higher  classes  of 
society. 

There  are  woBien  who  answer  the  de- 
scription of  female  pedlars,,  who  are  fre- 
quently employed  both  by  shoipkeepers  and 
ladies,  and  who  run  about  4he  lownretaiUng 
goods  of  various  kmds,  gaining  a  pfofit 
both  from  the  purchaser  and  the  tradesman. 
These  yei^  often  unite  the  trade  of  smug- 
gling to  their  other  oocitpations,  and  are 
then  called  '^  Contrabandistas."  I  am  told, 
tifaait  they  abound  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Spain.  The  manufactories  are  still  in  a 
state  of  infancy,  or  of  very  inferior  preten- 
mooa^i  they  chiefly  consist  of  silks,  earthen- 
ware, snuff,  and  glass;  but  the  importations 
from  Germany  have  of  late  years  more  tha« 
rivalled  the  productions  of  the  latter. 

The  only  theatres  are  the  ItaUan  opera* 
house  (San  Carlos),  and  d&e  Porttigueze 
theatre;  the  former,  which  a  few  yeansk 
since,  was  ramiii*kaMy  rich  in  talent,  is  now 
so  badly  mmxaged,  as  to.be  unworthy  of  aXiy 
attention  fiom  foreigners;  andthep^ormers 
are  so  ill  paid,  as  to  have  but  little  motive 


y  Google 


10  LISBON. 

for  exertioB.  Of  the  btter  I  mm  notable  (6 
speBki£or  I  do  not,  as  you  know, Undenrtand 
the  langui^e  at  presently  attd  could  therefore 
foe^  no  judge  of  tbt  Biecits.*  of  the  actors. 
We  are  assured^  however,  that,  akhoi^ 
the  stj^  of  the  drama  is' of  a  very  inferior 
natufe,  Aere  are  several  connc  perfo/wers 
here,  wha  would  do  cfedit  to  any  8tage» 
The  streets,  gienerally  speaking,  are  not 
well  lighted,  but  still  they  are  equal  in  this 
respect  to  those  of  Paris,  which  is  so  i?eady 
to  ^aim  a  superiority  over  all  the  rest  of  the 
civflized  world !  At  the  door  of  every  C^a 
de  Pasto,  or  public-house,  we  observed  the 
andent  symbol  of  a  bush;  but  we  are  asr 
sured  that  the  whie  £rand  within:  is  of  so 
€9cei^nt  a  qiudity,  as  to  require  no  sigttoi 
liiis  nature.  .'. 

We  hlnHO  tasted  a  «ort  of  white  -l^kt 
whie  floii  here,  which  we  thought  almost 
»s  re6«dhing  and^urexceHent  as  hodcv  and 
Amt  whkh'  die  common  charge  4s  abouT  two- 
pence a^bottle)' it  is  imade  iivithe  vicinity  of 
'I^bon,  and  "k^  Jcnowii  by  Ae  mme  of  vinho 
detftnho.  We  remarked  ^veralieqwinges 
Id  the:  streetS'^cUle^  s^ges,  but  there  wese 
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«ome  ;fotir'^]ieeled*  carnages  al«o;  bolh 
w^re  equally  shabby,  dumsy>  and  ineonve* 
Bietit*  The  gentlemen  in  the  inside  were 
always  without  their  hats,  and  the. ladies 
many  ofthetn  in  feU  >dress,  with  diamohds, 
aUhottgh'iit  was  only  noon.  Of  the  prin- 
eipaii  public  bmldtngs,  I  qa^oot  as  yet  pre* 
t^id  ta  give  ydu  any  accotiot,  and  I  shall 
excuse -my  .own  indcUenoe,  and  gratify  your 
curiosity  at  oneCi  by  refierring .  you  to  my 
fiitttre^letters.  The  population  is  recl^oned, 
I  believe,  at  isibout  300,000  souls,  and  a 
fifth  of  the  ii^abitants  are  said  ta  consist 
of  negroes  and  mulattos;,  wis  observed.some 
honiMe  spedmens  of  the  two  latter !  There 
are «o cirbulatii^libEades  to  be  found ;  the 
PevtHgneze  have  not  hitherto  tpatnmized 
fiterJUure;  which  fiust'WiUnot^  be  disputed  Iqr 
^ikqrlof  oftr>friendsfatJh(Myie,  when  I^H  them 
iiiata  there  does  not  exi^  a  go^  Porkiguexe 
iadkieii-if  ^€a«noMsl  one  of  the  few  native 
^tft  I  whose  talent  haa  rysen  i^vd  medi< 
eicril^l'Bui:  mHieiaa^diell  I  find  wonote^stTiMg 
mnnm^  torimprosa  tlie  4i%ttst  ^  my . feel- 
ing^iiriMi^X  reflect  aponthenappeavance  of 
Ae  ci^  in  the  aggregate*  takipg  int6i  ao^ 
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count  the  personal  appearance  and  customs 
of  some  of  its  inhabitants!  Here,  eyery 
sort  of  impurity  Appears  to. be  collected  to- 
gether !  You  are  suffocated  by  the  steams 
of  fried  fish,  rancid  oil,  garlic,  &e.  aib  every 
turn,  mingled  with  the  foetid  eiluvia  of  de- 
cayed vegetables,  stale  proviuons,  and  GiAer 
Borrors,  which  it  is  impossible  to  mention—^ 
to  say  nothing  of  the  filthy  do^,  of  whom  I 
have  formerly  spoken.  Wretches  of  a  lower 
and  more  squalid  appearance  than  the  most 
sordid  denizens  of  our  St.  Giles,  lie  basking 
in  the  sun,  near  the  heaps  of  impurity  col- 
lected at  the  doors,  while  young  womeh^ 
(and  these  of  a  more  prepossessing  personal 
appearance,  from  whom  one  would  naturally 
expect  greater  delicacy  in  the  olfactory 
i^rves,)  hang  &r  out  of  the  windows  above^ 
as  if  they  were  trying  purposely  to  inhale, 
the  pestilence  which  contaminates  th^  m 
beneath !  Men  and  women,  children  and 
pigs;  dogs,  cats, '  goats,  diseased  poultry, 
and  skeleton  hogs,  all  mingle  together  in 
loving  fellowship,  each  equally  enjoying 
what  seems  to  be  their  mutual  element — 
dirt!    I  must  beg  you  to  add  to  this,  ^lat 
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the  armies  of  fleas,  'bugs,  mosquitos,  and 
other  vevimti,  are  too  numerous  to  be  con- 
ceived even  in  idea,  and  the  picture  will  be 
omiplete  1  I  am  sorrf  to  leave  you  ail  to 
mi&Tourabfe  a  period  of  my  desciSption; 
biit  I  am  oMftged  to  concbide  &is  letter  in 
halBte.    Adieii. 


Jx>'i;--    i  ' 
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LETTER  III. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July. 

SociEtY^  such  as  it  exists  .in.  most  other 
great  capitals  of  Europe^  appears  here  to 
be  totally  suspended  or  annihilated.  During 
the  later  peninsular  war^  and  at  a  still  more 
remote  epochs  we  are  assured  that  the  ut- 
most gaiety^  variety^  and  sociality  prevailed^ 
both  among  the  numerous  British  residents 
and  some  Portugueze  families.  Now^  the 
case  is  sadly  changed.  The  English  are 
very  few  in  number,  and  the  native  nobility, 
clergy,  and  gentry,  live  in  the  most  secluded 
manner,  showing  little  hospitality  to  fo- 
reigners, and  maintaining  but  small  inter- 
course with  each  other.  The  unsettled 
state  of  political  affairs  in  some  measure  ac- 
counts for  this.  Many  of  the  best  famiUes 
are  either  exiled  by  the  new  government, 
upon  suspicion  of  uUra  sentiments,  or  are 
still  in  attendance  upon  the  Royal  House  of 
Braganza,  in  Brazil.     The  republican  fac- 
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tion  is  smallj  but  not  perhaps  the  less  dan- 
gerous upon  that  account.  History  abounds 
with  examples  of  what  has  been  effected  by 
a  handful  of  resolute  and  determined  spirits* 
The  Corcundas^  or  ultras^  are  held  by  the 
present  faction  in  universal  abhorrence^  and 
the  ascendancy  of  a  constitutional  form  of 
government  seems  to  be  very  decidedly  pro* 
nounced.  The  only  Portugueze  gentlemen 
to  whom  we  have  as  yet  been  introduced, 

is  Senhor  F.  de  L ,  the  second  son  of 

the  Baron  dp  B ,  a^d  an  officer  in  the 

army*  His  father  now  lies  dangerously  ill, 
which  we  are  told  has  been  the  reason  that 
the  ladies  of  this  family  haye  not  offered  us 
those  hospitable  and  polite  attentions  for 
which  they  have  ever  been  justly  celebrated, 
and  wl^ichy  in  these  times,  have  brought 
them  into  discredit  with  the  most  violent  of 
the.  government  party,  who  are  inconceiva- 
bly jealous  of  the  English.  Lisbon,  indeed, 
haj9  hitherto  appeared  to  us,  in  every  respect, 
to  be  "  weary,  stale,  flat,"  and,  I  may  truly 
add,  **  unprofitable;"  foi:  we  have  be^n  as- 
sured by  a  most  respectable  merchant,  who 
has  long  been  settled  here,  that  the  cpmforti 
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indispensable  to  the  establishments  of  Eng- 
lish persons^  are  not  to  be  obtained  but  at  a 
greater  expense  than  in  our  own  country, 
with  all  its  taxes.  In  this  opinion,  our  brief 
experience  leads  us  perfectly  to  coincide. 
A  bachelor,  who  ought  in  sonie  measure  to 
be  a  cosmopolite,  may  find  a  residence  here, 
Upon  more  advantageous  terms;  but  a  family 
man  (unhappy  wight!)  will  be  lamentably 
disappointed  and  displeased. 

The  heat  has  now  attained  its  utmost 
force.  Our  window-shutters  are  closed  to 
exclude  the  sun,  and  every  door  set  open; 
4)ut  all  is  insufficient  to  relieve  the  oppression 
which  the  sudden  change  from  a  temperate 
to  a  hot  climate  has  induced.  Yet  the  air, 
sultry  beyond  any  I  have  ever  yet  felt,  is 
thinner  and  more  elastic  than  it  is  in  Eng- 
land during  an  imusually  hot  summer.  We 
have  not  yet  met  with  any  good  specimens 
of  fruit;  the  cherries  are  generally  very 
acrid,  and  strawberries  extremely  scarce; 
while  the  apricots,  pears,  plums,  and  oranges, 
(the  latter  being  in  season  nearly  the  whole 
year,)  are  by  no  means  finer  than  those  we 
can  purchase  isx  England. 
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The  same  want  of  assiduous  industry, 
which  is  so  apparent  in  the  culture  of  their 
vegetable  and  flower  gardens,  is  equally  visi- 
ble in  regard  to  the  gifts  of  Pomona^  who, 
to  do  her  justice,  has  not  here  played  the 
part  of  a  step-mother.    There  are  abso- 
lutely no  such  things  in  the  city  or  its  envi« 
rons  as  either  nursery  grounds,  flower  shops, 
or  gardeners  r^ularly  bred  to  the  profes- 
sion, and  living  upon  its  rich  and  varied 
resources.    If  you  desire  ft  root  of  a  rare 
carnation,  or  a  cutting  from  any  other  par- 
ticularly fine  plant,  you  must  either  purchase 
from  the  gardener  of  some  rich  man,  and 
thus  give  encouragement  to  dishonesty,  or 
make  up  your  mind  to  relinquish  your  wishes. 
— The  chief  forte  of  the  Portugueze  ap-* 
pears  to  lie  in  their  ship-building  and  stone- 
masonry:  several  models  of  naval  architec- 
ture are  now  proudly  floating  upon  the 
Tagus;  they  have  also  some  fine  batte- 
ries, but  are  so  ignorant  of  the  art  of  ma- 
naging these  advantages,  that,  we  are  told 
by  all  judges  upon  the  subject,  the  best  of 
them  would  easily  be  silenced  by  an  English 
frigate,  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour.     A 

VOL.   I.  c 
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ship  of  fifty  guns  is  at  this  moment  stationed 
here,  for  the  purpose,  it  is  surmised,  of  bring- 
ing off  the  British  residents  in  case  of  any 
extraordinary  poUtical  commotion.  A  pac- 
ket from  the  Rio  de  Janeiro'  arrived  last 
night,  with  part  of  the  king's  suite  on  board; 
but  none  of  them  have  yet  been  allowed  by 
the  new  government  to  land,  upon  the  osten- 
sible pretext  of  their  being  unprovided  with 
passports.  Opinions  vary  respecting  the 
future  conduct  of  this  sovereign,  who  em^ 
barked  {according  to  the  intelligence  brought 
by  the  packet)  on  the  26th  of  last  April ; 
consequently,  he  may  daily  be  expected  in 
the  Tagus.  Don  John  VI.,  (or,  as  the  Por- 
tugueze  spell  the  name,  Don  Joao,)  is  rather 
popular  than  not,  and  so  indeed  are  the 
whole  House  of  Braganza.  If  he  accedes 
with  a  good  grace  to  the  demands  of  the 
Cortes,  he  may,  and  will  be  received  with 
applause  by  the  great  mass  of  the  nation. 
Among  the  upper  classes,  he  has  yet  a  con- 
siderable party,  and  the  decided  republicans 
have  still  appearances  to  preserve,  whatever 
may  be  their  interior  feelings  or  ultimate 
designs;  therefore  it  is  not  very  probable 
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that  any  great  disorder  or  tumult  will  ensue 
upon  his  arrival:  it  is  in  an  after  period^ 
comparatively  distant^  that  scenes  of  agita« 
tion  and  fierce  confusion  may  be  more 
rationally  expected. 

The  royal  family  consists  of  two  sons  and 
four  daughters.  The  king's  personal  wealth 
and  property  are  enormous ;  and  no  less  than 
six  men  are  said  to  have  been  employed  at 
Rio,  for  the  space  of  three  successive  days,  in 
packing  up  his  gold,  previous  to  the  embark- . 
ation:  before  the  new  order  of  affairs  took 
place,  he  was  in  possession  of  almost  every 
thing  in  Lisbon;  but,  at  present,  his  income 
is  considerably  curtailed,  so  as  to  leave  him 
at  his  disposal  about  <£80,000  per  annum. 
The  revenues  of  the  patriarch  (the  Pope  of 
Portugal)  were  also  incredible:  he  has  been 
lately  banished  the  country,  on  account  of 
,his  refusal  to  take  the  constitutional  oaths; 
,but  he  has  nevertheless  recommended  the 
clergy  to  do  so.  The  church  and  convent 
,  of  the  Coracao  do  Jesus,  usually  called  the 
.Estrella,  in  the  vicinity  of  Buenos  Ay  res,  is 
'One  of  the  finest  buildings  of  modern  date ; 
it  was  built  by  order  of  the  late  queen,  and 
c2 
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at  the  expense  of  common  sense,  it  might  be 
added,  when  it  is  remembered  upon  what 
occasion,  and  in  what  an  absurd  spirit  she 
undertook  its  execution :  she  really  imagined 
herself  to  be  in  possession  of  the  heart  of 
our  Saviour,  (a  clear  proof  of  her  superficial 
acquaintance  with  the  most  important  fact 
of  Sacred  History,)  which  she  enshrined  in 
a  golden  box,  and  in  honour  of  which  she 
built  this  receptacle,  calling  it,  as  I  have 
already  said,  the  church  of  the  Coracao 
(heart)  do  Jesus.  The  Pope  was  unwilling 
at  first  to  comply  with  her  request  of  found- 
ing a  liew  order  of  nuns  upon  the  occasion ; 
but  afterwards  yielded  his  better  judgment 
to  her  importunities;  thus  preferring  to 
bring  contemptuous  ridicule  upon  sacred 
subjects,  rather  than  disappoint  the  wishes 
of  an  earthly  sovereign.  The  building  in 
question,  though  of  far  smaller  proportions, 
is  upon  much  the  same  plan  as  our  St.  Paul's, 
and  is  constructed  wholly  of  a  sort  of  bastard 
marble ;  near  to  it  are  the  hospital,  church, 
and  burial  ground  of  the  English  factory, 
established  many  years  since,  by  Mr.  de 
Viisme :  the  former  is  an  excellent  institu- 
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tion^  and  the  latter  by  far  the  most  shady 
and  the  prettiest  spot  in  the  neighbourhood : 
it  contains  many  a  melancholy  memorial  of 
grief  and  tenderness;  and  the  pale  demon 
of  consumption  may  here  plume  her  spectral 
wings,  and  grin  a  ghastly  smile  of  compla« 
cence  upon  counting  the  number  of  her  vic- 
tims.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  IV. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July,  1821. 

At  length  we  are  fairly  driven  away 
from  Lisbon  by  the  tremendous  heat  of  the 
weather!  nothing  but  a  native  or  a  sala- 
mander can  exist  here^  at  this  season!  Cin- 
tra  is  to  be  our  retreat,  where  we  are  encou- 
raged to  hope  for  temperate  and  refreshing 
breezes,  and  all  the  welcome  luxury  of  shade. 
This  step  is  as  necessary  as  it  is  agreeable^ 
for  my  strength  has  completely  given  way, 
under  the  influence  of  varied  ailments,  pecu- 
liar to  newcomers!  My  child  is  scarcely 
recognizable,  from  the  incessant  stings  of 
the  mosquitos,  in  every  part  of  his  body, 
nor  am  I  in  a  much  better  condition;  a  per« 
petual  succession  of  restless  and  feverish 
nights,  occasioned  by  the  persecution  of 
these  horrid  insects,  is  no  longer  endurable ! 
— I  agree  with  Mr.  Matthews  in  his  "Diary," 
that  "  there  is  almost  always  a  hot  sun  and 
a  cold  wind  with  it,  in  Lisbon;*'  had  we  given 
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due  credit  to  this  author*s  friendly  cautions^ 
had  we  allowed  more  to  the  sensible  and 
accurate  observer,  and  thought  less  of  the 
fastidious  Invalid,  while  perusing  his  journal, 
we  should  not  perhaps  have  quitted  the 
known  comforts  of  our  own  country,  for  the 
uncertain  pleasures  of  this  land  of  the  Sun  1 
I  formerly  used  to  fancy  every  thing  con- 
nected with  winter,  cheerless  and  undesira- 
ble, and  was  fully  persuaded  that  I  should 
enjoy  with  delight  a  perpetual  summer : 
now,  when  experience  forces  me  to  open  my 
eyes  to  the  truth,  I  am  but  too  well  convincd 
of  the  benefit  and  charm  of  a  change  of 
seasons,  such  as  we  are  accustomed  to  see 
at  home ;  and  while  I  cast  my  dazzled  eyes 
upon  the  intolerable  glare  of  blue  sky  and 
water,  heightened  by  barren  rocks,  and  faint 
beneath  the  scorching  beams  of  the  sun, 
**  shining  in  his  strength,"  I  remember  with 
a  sigh  the  cheerful  hearth,  the  close  drawn 
curtain,  and  the  music  of  the  kettle,  ^'  singing 
on  the  hob,"  which  I  used  to  enjoy  during 
the  winter  in  our  English  cottage  residence ! 
Cowslip  exclaims.  Talk  of  Venus  and  her 
doves!    give  me  a  roast  duck!"   and  in  n, 
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similar  spirit^  could  I  now  say,  ^'  Talk  of 
vineyards  and  of  fountains !  give  me  a  good 
fireside !"  How  perverse  is  the  human  heart, 
or  rather,  how  deceitfully  flattering  are  the 
promises  of  Imagination !  I  think  I  may  he 
the  hetter  prohably,  during  the  rest  of  my 
life,  for  the  lessons  a  sojourn  in  Portugal 
have  afforded  me— the  bee  draws  honey 
from  the  bitterest  plants ! 

This  evening  I  have  amused  myself  by 
trying  to  sketch  from  my  window  a  group 
of  street  musicians,  the  raggedest  sons  of 
Apollo  I  ever  saw ! — two  men  and  a  boy, 
filthy  wretches  all!  monotonously  thrum- 
ming upon  a  couple  of  cracked  guitars^  a 
doleful  accompaniment  to  their  hoarse  and 
wiry  voices!  The  costume  of  the  lower 
orders  woirid  not  be  unbecoming,  if  they 
had  a  more  thorough  notion  of  personal 
cleanliness ;  when  they  walk  out,  it  invari- 
al^  consists,  (in  summer  or  in  winter,)  of  a 
long  ample  cloth  cloak,  generally  of  a  brown, 
black,  or  scarlet  colour,  with  a  deep  falling- 
cape,  call^  a  *^  capote,"  which  forms  a 
graceM  drapery,  both  to  men  and  women ; 
the  latter  wear  a  white  muslin  handkerchief 
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douUed  comerways,  earelessly  thrown  over 
dieir  dark  braided  locks,  and  &8tened  be- 
neath the  chin :  when  they  go  to  mass,  on 
festivals  or  Sundays,  they  carry  a  fan  in  the 
hand,  and  frequently  assume  an  air  of  gravity 
and  importance,  bordering  upon  the  super- 
cilious ;  this,  however,  exists  chiefly  among 
the  old  women;   the  younger  ones  have  a 
gay  cheerful  expression  of  countenance,  and 
quigk  glancing  eyes  as  brilliant  and  as  dark 
as  jet;  all  wear  pink,  green,,  or  yellow  silk 
shoes,  or  even  white   satin,    and   worked 
stockings,  (the  latter  knitted  very  ingenioudy 
by  the  peasants,)  even  iii  the  midst  of  the 
most  disgusting  dirt  and  nmd ;  the  trade  of 
shoemaker  must  be  a  profitable  one  in  this 
country !    The  class  one  step  higher  in  the 
scale  of  society,  indulge  in  tawdry  ill^hosen 
finery,  in  sorry  imitation  of  the  French  and 
English  fashions ;  but  at  mass,  they  exchange 
this  gaudy  attire  for  a  blade  silk  gown,  and 
a  deep  transparent  veil,  of  the  same  sombre 
hue,  which  latter  they  throw  over  their  heads 
without  any  other  covering,  evenin  thecoldest 
day  of  winter:   their  religion  induces  this 
chastity  of  taste  in  decoration,  and  I  wish  it 
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produced  an  equaUy  beneficial  resalt  in  other 
respects!  Some  few  youthful  faces  which 
I  have  seen^  appear  pretty  enough;  the 
great  charm  being  produced  by  the  dark 
and  brilliant  eye,  and  depth  of  eyelash,  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded ;  and  although 
the  complexion  is  generaUy  sallow,  and  al? 
most  without  exception  brown,  I  have  once 
or  twice  remarked  a -very  rich  and  beautiful 
glow,  like  the  bloom  of  a  crimson  carnation, 
upon  the  cheek.  The  old  women  appear  to 
me,  from  the  specimens  I  have  hitherto  seen, 
to  be  invariably  hideous ;  we  are  given  to 
understand,  that  the  higher  the  rank  of  the 
people  in  this  country,  the  plainer  in  feature 
they  generally  become,  and  that  with  some 
few  exceptions,  it  is  among  the  peasantry 
alone,  that  true  beauty  exists.  I  have  not 
yet  dared  to  glance  at  the  customs  of  a 
Portugueze  kitchen,  for  the  accounts  I  re- 
ceive are  really  too  alarming,  to  be  closely 
investigated :  we  have  arrived  at  this  hotel, 
(kept  by  very  obliging  English  people,) 
in  rather  an  unlucky  hour,  as  they  have 
parted  with  their  cook,  and  are  not  yet  pro- 
vided with  her  successor,  and  the  cookery 
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icalling  itself  English,  is  just  now  detestable 
in   consequence.     The  meat  sold  here  is 
disgustingly  prepared^  owing  to  the  ignorant 
inethod  of  the  Portugueze  butchers  in  killing 
it.     Veal,  in  the  environs  of  Lisbon,  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  laws,  and  all  that  conies  to 
table  is  smuggled :  this  regulation,  I  rather 
think,  was  instituted  with  a  view  of  preserv*- 
ing  the  breed  of  cattle,  for  the  purposes  of 
the  dairy  and  the  yoke ;  cows  being  in  high 
request,  (as  goat's  milk  is  the  more  common 
^resource  here,)  and  oxen  are  used  for  draw- 
ing carts  and  waggons :  the  breed  of  horses 
is  small  and  delicate,  consequently  wholly 
unfit  for  heavy  burthens  or  draught:   the 
cows  are  unhappy  animals ;  for  there  is  little 
pasturage  at  any  season,  and  now  they  are 
fed  upon  turnips,  cabbages,  &c.  &c.,  which 
renders  their  milk  poor,  and  of  an  impiure 
flavour.     Butter  is  imported  from  Ireland 
and  England ;  of  course  it  is  all  salted,  and 
in  summer  becomes  very  rancid  and  oily; 
potatoes  are  grown  here,  but  in  such  small 
quantities  that  they  are  imported  likewise 
from  the  same  places.    An  epicure  would 
certainly  commit  suicide  were  he  condemned 
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to  pass  a  month  in  Lisbon,  unless  he  hap- 
pened to  be  exclusively  fond  of  fish,  which 
abound  in  the  Tagus,  and  of  various  sorts 
and  superior  excellence :  John  Dorys  and 
Turbot,  the  dear-bought  solace  of  many  an 
aldermanic  soul,  are  here  nearly  as  cheap  as 
herrings  in  England,  and  are  looked  upon 
as  an  inferior  food. 

I  am  really  so  much  indisposed  with  the 
various  accumulated  imnoyances  which  we 
meet  with  at  every  turn,  heightiened  by  the 
aggravation  of  intense  hot  weather,  that  I 
can  write  no  longer :  if  I  were  to  attempt  a 
continuation,  this  letter  would  resemble  an 
apothecary's  memorandum  book-^such  a  list 
of  i>ains  and  aches !  in  mercy  to  yoti,  there- 
fore, as  well  to  myself  I  will  say  adieu. 
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LETTER  V. 

Buenos  Ayres,  July. 

I  AM  quite  in  spirits  at  the  idea  of  oigr 
speedy  removal  to  Cintra;  Dr.  W.  our 
English  physician,  having  declared  it  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  my  health  and  that  of 
the  child — ^in  return  for  his  agreeable  ad- 
vice, I  am  ready  to  pronounce  him  *'a 
second  Daniel !"  This  gentleman  enjoys  a 
high  reputation  both  for  medical  talent  and 
for  private  worth;  and  he  is  so  kind  to  the 
poor,  that  they  have  universally  named  him, 
"  Santo  W*»*."  We  do  not  hear  a  very 
"Encouraging  account  of  the  learned  faculty 
in  this  country ;  with  some  honourable  ex- 
ceptions, they  seem  to  have  made  little  pro- 
gress since  the  days  of  Doctor  Sangrado,  of 
deathless  memory,  and  his  plan,  which  in  the 
time  of  Gil  Bias  was  so  much  approved  in 
Spain,  is  now  quite  the  fashion  here  :  but  we 
must  not  be  too  severe  in  our  reprobation 
of  foreign  practitioners,  when  we  allow  so 
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much  credit  to  mere  theory  in  the  art,  even 
in  the  bosom  of  our  own  enlightened  metro- 
polis ! 

Early  this  morning,  we  were  saluted  by 
the  intelligence  of  the  King's  having  entered 
the  Tagus,  and  being  in  full  sail  up  the  river. 
The  Cortes  have  sent  to  inform  his  Majesty 
that  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  land  until  to- 
morrow, nor  indeed  at  ally  unless  he  con- 
firms and  sanctions  the  late  proceedings  of 
that  body:  had  this  event  been  predicted 
to  him  when  he  first  mounted  the  throne,  it 
would  doubtless  have  been  considered  as 
idle  as  the  warnings  of  Cassandra:  and 
yet  the  spirit  of  the  age,  so  universally  hos- 
tile to  a  despotic  form  of  government,  might, 
to  a  discerning  monarch,  have  been  clearl/ 
perceptible  years  ago !  The  King  is  come 
over  in  a  line-of-battle  ship,  originally  built 
at  Lisbon,  and  named  after  himself,  **  Don 
Joao  Sesto;"  it  has  now  anchored  so  near 
us,  that  we  can  discern  with  our  tele- 
scopes what  passes  on  board ;  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  small  boats,  crowded  with 
^people,  among  whom  we  plainly  distinguish 
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the  King's  rowers,  dressed  iii  scarlet,  with 
gOt  plates  on  the  front  of  their  caps :  the 
river,  and  its  far  distant  shores,  resound 
with  the  roar  of  various  royal  salutes, 
poured  "firbiii  the  brazen  throats  of  every 
gun  on  board  the  niunerous  ships  of  all 
nations  now  in  the  harbour:  the  English 
frigate,  the  Liffey,  Captain  Duncan,  is 
covered  with  innumerable  iflags  of  the  gay- 
est variety  of  colour,  and  the  crew  are  at- 
tired in  their  gala  costume ;  they  are  swarm- 
ing amid  the  rigging,  as  well  as  upon  deck, 
like  clustering  bees,  and  I  can  perceive 
some  of  the  officers  fearlessly  stationed  at 
the  same  dizzy  height !  Two  Russian  ships, 
besides  this  frigate,  are  now  riding  at  anchor 
here — it  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  the 
King  should  entertain  much  fear  as  to  his 
personal  safety,  while  he  remains  under  the 
observation  of  such  powerful  defenders: 
his  best  security,  however,  will  be  the  af- 
fection and  confidence  of  his  people — the 
King  who  has  once  taken  possession  of  the 
heart  of  his  subjects,  needs  not  any  other 
rampart    than    their    arm ;  -  he    may   defy 
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forago  enmity,  and  dispense  with  f<»reign 
protectors !  —  severdidessi  I  caimot  but 
cosBiniserate  the  unpleasant  sensations  which 
must  certainly  at  this  moment  oppress  the 
mind  of  Don  Joao,  especially  as  he  himself 
is  said  ^o  be  painfully  awiare  of  his  own  in* 
capacity. 

(10  o'clock  at  night.)  The  popular  inind 
is  certainly  in  favour  of  the  King ;  every 
creature  who  can  command  the  use  of  a 
lamp,  has  hung  out  this  token  of  his  joy : 
the  palace  of  the  Ajuda,  and  the  houses, 
of  the  upper  and  middle  classes^  are  lighted 
from  the  ground  floors  to  the  garrets ;  but 
any  real  splendour  or  taste  in  this  species  of 
decoration,  -is  no  where  to  be  seen :  the 
Portugueze  do  not  seem  to  have  the  slight- 
est idea  of  any  superior  method  of  illumina- 
tion, than  plain  shabby  little  lamps,  resem- 
bling lanthorns. — I  must  break  off  my  letter, 
which  I  will  conclude  to-morrow. 

{Wednesday^  Jtdy,  4/A.)  Mr.  B.  went 
early  to  Lisbon  this  morning,  to  witness 
the  landing  of  the  King,  who  has  complied 
with  every  demand  of  the  New  Grovcrnment; 
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his  first  act  was  to  repair  at  the  head  of  a 
gnmd  procession  to  the  Madelena  Churchy 
to  ofier  up  thanks  upon  his  safe  arrival: 
his  countenance  had  a  wild  and  distrustful 
expression,  and  he  appeared  to  go  through 
the  different  parts  of  the  ceremony  with 
mechanical  formality ;  he  .may  really  be 
pardoned  for  seeming  a  little  bewildered; 
poor  man !  he  was  probably  tempted  more 
than  once  to  doubt  his  own  identity!  Count 
Palmella  (late  ambassador  to  our  court) 
is  among  the  number  of  persons  suspected 
and  disliked  by  the  present  government: 
some  of  the  royal  followers  are  arrested  as 
state  prisoners,  and  the  Count,  they  say, 
will  be  baidshed  from  Lisbon.  The  general 
opinion  seems  to  be,  that  the  King  will 
make  no  attempts  at  resistance  for  the  pre- 
sent, if  ever  ;  and  that  he,  in  fact,  could  not 
act  otherwise,  even  if  he  had  the  inclination, 
as  the  Constitutionalists  have  so  completely 
the  reins  in  their  hands,  that  any  opposition 
on  his  part  would  be  an  act  of  insanity. 

This  is  certainly  a  very  interesting  political 
moment,  even  to  the  most  indifferent  ob- 
server ;  for  it  is  almost  impossible  not  to  be  of 

VOL.  I.  n 
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opinion^  that  the  revolutions  now  effected  in 
Spain  and  Portugal  will  be  followed^  sooner 
or  later^  by  similar  and  still  more  eventful 
changes  upon  the  rest  of  the  continent — I 
might  perhaps  say,  of  the  world!    Adieii. 
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Cintra. — Costa's  Hotels  July. 

Here  we  are  at  Cintra!  But  in  order 
that  you  jmiyfuUy  enter  into  tlie  delightful 
change  of  situation  and  of  feeling  which  we 
now  enjoy,  I  must  carry  you  once  more 
back  to  the  last  morning  of  our  sejour  at 
Buenos  Ayres:  what  would  the  bright 
lights  of  Rembrandt  be  worth,  if  deprived 
of  the  contrast  of  their  shades?  After  a 
sleepless  night  then,  during  which  the  per- 
petual howling  of  the  dogs  in  the  street^ 
and  the  dull  clang  of  the  bells  belonging  to 
innumerable  convents  or  churches,  had  ren- 
dered me  more  than  usually  irritable,  I  be- 
held with  joy  the  first  dawn  of  the  day 
which  was  to  witness  our  r^noval;  when 
the  sun  arose,  I  had  a  strong  inclination  to 
get  up  to  admire  so  magnificent  a  spectacle; 
but  I  was  checked  by  indisposition  and  in- 
dolence, and  also  sadly  recoUected,  that  this 
bright  luminary  could- A^re  shed  his  flood 
of  glory  upon  barren  rocks  and  water  only! 
d3 
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Here  WM  jio  "  pomp  of  groves  or  garniture 
of  fields/'  to  y?eld  glad  iticense  in  return  for 
Jiis  smile :  dear  England  \  how  thy  purity, 
cleanliness,  freshness  and  comfort,  rose  in 
painful  intensity  before  me!  what  a  contrast 
to  the  actual  scene  did  thy  verdant  meadows, 
thy  superb  oak  woods,  and  thy  cool,  sedge- 
crowned  rivers  then  present! — but  enough 
6f  this. 

We  now  ascended  the  s6ge,  and  were 
forthwith  bolted  up,  together  with  sundry 
boxes  and  baskets,  whose  sharp  edges  every 
moment  pressed  painfully  against  our  knees, 
and  which,  by  the  time  that  we  had  gone 
five  miles,  completely  rubbed  the  skin  off 
our  shiiis  :*  I  must  here  record,  by  way  of 
episode,  that  our  heavier  leather  trunks  were 
sent  under  the  charge  of  an  almocrfeve;  ot 
cartrier^in  k  rude  sort  of  cart,  drawn  by  oxen, 
the  wheels  of  which,  made  of  solid  blocks  of 
wood,  creak  and  groan  (as  if  in  despair  at 
the  burthen  they  carry)  in  the  most  dia(- 
cordant    and     lamentable    manner ;     the 

*  There  is  no  accommodation  for  luggage,  in  these 
most  inconvenient  carriages.' 
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drivers  would  not  grease  them  upon  any 
account,  "  for  the  noi^e  (they  say)  keeps  off 
the  evil  spirits  from  men  and  leasts :"  our 
trunks^  however,  upon  arriving  at  Cintra, 
had  been  treated  most  diabolically^  for  their 
neat  appearance  was  completely  spoiled^  they 
were  rubbed  into  holes,  and  their  content^ 
scarcely  saved  from  consequent  injury:  a 
little  straw  would  have  obviated  this,  but  the 
Lusitanian  sages  (being,  I  suppose,  of  the 
school  of  Diogenes)  never  trouble  their  heads 
about  such  frivolous  niceties  of  refinement. 
Off  we  drove,  descending  the  steep  roughly 
paved  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres,  clattering, 
jangling,  shattering,  and  jolting  along,  con- 
ducted by  a  gaunt  swarthy  postilion,  in  '^  a 
loose  chamois  doublet"  and  rusty  hat ;  we 
left  the  hotel  at  seven  o'clock,  and  were 
more  than  four  hours  in  reaching  Cintra,  a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles:  the  road  is  rudely 
paved  the  whole  way,  nor  is  there>  as  in 
France,  the  resource  of  the  harrov  "  terre'^ 
by  the  side  of  the  "pave;''  and,  even  at  this 
early  hour,  the  heat  was  extremely  oppres- 
sive :  we  were  accompanied  by  a  friend,  who 
acted  as  our  interpreter  on  the  road,  who  was 
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mounted  upon  a  favourite  Spanish  horse,  of 
rather  small  proportions,  yet  extremely  hand- 
some :  the  head  quite  a  model  for  the  sculp- 
tor ;  but  the  horses  of  this  country  are  distm- 
guished  by  a  want  of  roundness  in  the  hind 
quarter,  a  narrowness  in  the  contour  of  the 
hip,  which  I  am  sure  Praxitiles  would  never 
have  pardoned,  either  in  a  barb  or  a  beauty. 
We  stopped  to  refresh  the  animals,  ata  casa 
de  pasto  (public  house),  about  half  way  be- 
tween Lisbon  and  Cintra;  the  group  of 
figures  collected  in  the  dark  miserable 
kitchen  was  very  striking  to  an  inexperi- 
enced eye ;  our  host,  a  round  visaged,  quick- 
eyed,  greasy  wight,  bustled  out  to  receive 
us,  as  nimbly  as  his  rotundity  of  form  would 
allow ;  he  was  a  true  specimen  of  what  Cer- 
vantes calls  "  a  rascally  don  peasant,  stufied 
with  garlic,"  and  might  have  passed  for  the 
twin  brother  of  my  dear  old  friend  Sancho 
Panza.*  The  costume  of  this  worthy  may 
be  described  in  few  words;  upoh  his  back 
he  had  a  skirtless  somethings,  which  6nce 

♦  He,  I  afterwards  discovered,  was  always  designated 
<*  Sancho." 
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had  been  a  jacket;  ^nd  his  loose  mud- 
cdoured  nether  gatments  were  stuffed  into 
»,  pair  of  bootB^  which  looked  as  if  they  were 
¥$ed.aaca»dle-boxes,  when  not  wanted  hy 
the  wearer ;  behind  hiin>  stood  two  or  three 
women*  among  whom  was  hb  daughter, 
eon^dered  the  belle  of  the  place:  she. was 
eeartainly  a  very  handsome  brunette,  with  a 
spot  like  the  pomegranate  blossom  in  each  of 
her  plump  cheeks,  and  many  a  senhora  of 
high  degree  might  have  envied  her  the  eyes 
and  smile;  but  the  disgusting  negligence 
and  dirt  of  her  attire  and  person,  comfdetely 
destroyed  the  effect  of  her  beauty.  One 
other  member  of  this  company  was  not  the 
least  remarkable  among  them ;  a  woman  in 
the  last  stage  of  lean  and  withered  old  age ; 
I  believe  I  have  already  told  you,  that  ad- 
vanced life  amcmg  the  lower  class  of  fepialesi 
iere  seems  to  assume  a  ten-fold  ghastli- 
ness  of  appearance :  this  animated  mummy 
stood  leaning  upon  a  stafi^  her  sunken  eyes 
fixed  on  vacancy,  and  her  Ups  moving  with- 
out any  audible  isound,  as  she  slowly  counted 
the  beads  of  an  immense  black  rosary,  which 
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bijiiig  froixL^ker  trembling  tan^ooloured  handt 
tipotiTeociring  a  trifle^  sbe  slightly^  recovered 
hjsrrecoUectMmyieui^  nodding  be?  Sibyl  head^ 
(wbtfse  tbin  grey  locks  were  braided  as  m 
the  'da3^  t>f  ber  youtb^  and  devoid  of  any 
other  covering  tban  the  ordinary  bandker- 
isbief^  iirbicb  bad  fallen  back,)  made  tbe  sign 
i>(  tbe  cross  upon  ber  skeleton  breast !  Tbe 
mn  kself)  if  inn  it  could  be  called,  ^as  so 
dirty  and  sordid  in  its  outward  a^^^rance, 
that  I  should  as  soon  have  attempted  enter- 
ing tbe  kraal  of  a  Hottentot;  and  I  could 
certainly  have  borne  many  a  keen  pang  of 
hunger;  before  I  brought  myself  to  taste  any 
viands  it  might  contain,  the  chief  of  which 
would,  we  are  told,  invariably  consist  of 
coarse  salt  fish,  rancid  oil,  and  garlic.  We 
now  proceeded  on  our  route,  and  at  lengthy 
after  having  traversed  a  barren  sandy  mono- 
toiKHis  tract  of  country,  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  way,  we  began  to  perceive  a  slight 
change  for  the  better ;  the  atmosphere  be- 
came less  oppressively  hot,  and  here  and 
there  a  few  trees  refreshed  our  wearied 
eyes>  while  a  grand  looking  mountain,  its 
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highest  and  most  fantastic  peak,  crowned 
by  a  picturesque  Convent,  rose  in  proud 
magnificence  before  us.  A  handsome  quinta 
(u  e.  country  house,)  gave  an  air  of  refine* 
ment  to  the  nearer  scene;  its  white  walls 
starting  forward,  in  fiiU  relief,  from  a  back 
ground  of  dark  green  foliage,  formed  an 
agreeable  picture ;  but  this  Terdant  retreat 
appeared  nevertheless  to  stand  alone,  in  the 
midst  of  a  still  bald  and  arid  country,  like  an 
emerald  set  in  copper ! — The  landscape  now 
gradually  increased  in  interest ;  an  ancient 
mansion  belonging  to  the  queen,  called 
Ramalao,  appeared -on  the  left,  which  was 
by  no  means  devoid  of  beauty,  though  some- 
what of  a  quaint  and  formal  order ;  shortly 
afterwards  we  turned  suddenly  round  a 
corner  of  the  mountain,  and  then  Cintra,  that 
beautiful  paradise,  burst  upon  our  sight,  in 
all  its  matchless  loveliness  and  grandeur! 
How  shall  I  desdibe  this  fair,  this  exquisite 
spot  of  earth  ?  my  weak  powers  shrink  from 
the  attempt !  let  me  endeavour  to  give  you 
some  idea  of  the  view  which  greeted  my 
eyes,  from  the  windows  of  my  bed-room. 
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upon  awakening^  eaxly  the  morning  after  our 
arrival ;  but  this,  upon  second  thoughts,  is 
too  much  for  fixe  end  of  a  letter :  I  will  gire 
it  you  in  my  next^ 
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LETTER  Vn. 


Cintra,  July. 

You  are  to  fancy  me  (as  I  told  you  in  my 
last)  seated  at  the  window  of  my  apartment, 
in  the  hotel  at  Cintra;  the  room  itself 
was  not  devoid  of  charm  to  my  peculiar  feel- 
ings^ a  charm  which  would  not  strike  every 
other  person,  as  it  arose  wholly  from  assoeio' 
Hon;  its  whitewashed  walls,  clean  boarded 
floor,  and  simple  old  fashioned  wooden  chairs* 
reminded  me  of  some  which  I  remem- 
bered to  have  seen  in  respectable  English 
farmhouses,  deep  in  the  bosom  of  the  coun- 
try, far  removed  from  the  luxury  and  pre- 
tension to  refinement,  which  distinguish 
similar  dwellings  nearer  the  metropolis :  the 
snowy  white  dimity  bed,  and  prim  little  toi- 
lette table,  covered  with  coarse  frilled  muslin, 
delightfully  clean,  gave  an  idea  of  purity, 
order,  and  comfort,  which  was  truly  refresh- 
ing both  to  the  body  and  to  the  spirits; 
particularly  when  contrasted  with  the  dirt 
$ind  closeness  of  most  continental  sleeping 
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roomws ;  but  let  me  open  the  window*,  (about 
which  I  have  kept  your  imagination  so  long 
bovering,)  and  thus  admittiog  the  fresh 
morning  breeze,  lose  all  recollection  of  fast 
annoyancesi  in  the  crowd  of  agreeable  sen- 
satioiKi  which  now  throng  upon  each  other* 
What  a  gale  of  fragrance  rises  from  beneath, 
f^om  all  around!  the  orange  and  lemon 
trees,  which  here  grow  to  an  enormous  siae, 
in  the  rich  garden,  or  rsMiher  orehai^d,  below, 
flkig  their  mingled  perfume  (from  fruit  and 
blosscHn)  to  the  soft  wind,  which  blows  from 
the  ocean,  whose  Uue  waters  I  can  distinctly 
perceive  (at*  a  distance  of  about  six  miles) 
sparkling  in  the  sun ;  yet  it  does  not  ap- 
pear more  than  two  miles  from  me,  such  is 
the  extraordinary  clearness  of  the  atmo- 
sphere ;  the  Bcent  of  lavender  and  rosemary 
mix  with  that  of  the  spicy  carnation,  which  . 
flourishes  in  ai^que*shap6d  earthen  pots, 
or  in  deep  layers  of  «arth,  upon  the  top  of 
the  stone  wdled  garden  of  every  quinta.  I 
view  beneath  the  nearer  mountains,  an  uni- 
versal profusion  of  fruit  trees,  at  whose  feet 
the  wood-strawbenry  blushes  behind  her 
delicate  leaves :  in  the  garden  of  this  hotel, 
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the  Alpine  sort  is  cultivated,  as  well  as^the 
white  and  red  raspberry;  both  frftits  are 
considered  in  Portugal  as  luxuries;  here 
and  thete,  I  can  perceive  a  small  patch  of 
ground,  hung  high  among  the  surrounding 
crags  of  rock,  where,  carefully  shaded  from 
the  sun,  by  hedges  of  palm,  and  sedulously 
watered  from  the  numerous  stone  cisterns,  or 
fountains^  with  which  every  quinta  abounds, 
the  lettuce,  and  other  vegetables  requiring 
such  aid,  are  cultivated:  a  ccmfused  yet 
soothing  murmur  of  falling  waters,  of  wild 
bees,  and  of  birds,  warbling  almost  as  sweetly 
as  those  in  England,  (among  which  the  note 
of  the  ringdove  is  pre-eminent,)  delights  the 
ear,  while  a  cloudless  heaven  of  summer  blue» 
sheds  light,  and  life,  and  joy,  upon  every 
object!  Nothing  surely  can  be  more  en^ 
chanting  than  such  a  prospect;  and  3ret  a 
walk  of  ten  minutes  from  the  hotel  will  af- 
ford the  lover  of  the  sublime,  a  stSl  more 
perfect  landscape.  I  allude  to  the  grounds 
of  the  Marialva  Palace,  or  to  those  of  tb^ 
Penha  Verde  Quinta,  from  whence  the 
superbaddition  of  towering  mountain  scenery 
may  be  «i\ioyed .    I  find,  however,  that  plain 
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prose  will  not  suffice^  to  give  any  adequate 
idea  of  this ;  take  therefore  a  little  effusion 
in  verse,  in  which  I  could  not  refuse  myself 
the  relief  of  indulging,  upon  the  second 
morning  of  our  arrival. 

CINTRA. 

Dull  sleep,  begone !  I  spurn  thy  poppied  crown. 
Thy  spell  Circean,  potent  though  it  be; 
Hence  I  seek  thy  yotaries  in  yon  sickly  town ; 
These  scenes  of  life,  these  breezes  pure  and  free, 
Thou  nodding  Sibyl,  were  not  made  for  thee ! 

iTie  glorious  sun  is  ris'n !  o'er  Cintra's  dale, 
(Fairer,  metfainks,  than  poet's  haunted  dreign,) 
He  smiles  in  light,  and  rends  the  misty  veil 
From  yonder  mountain's  brow,  whence  many  a  stream, 
Dancing  in  joy,  springs  forth  to  catch  his  beam ! 

Swift  let  me  climb  the  crag's  romantic  height, 

And  gain  the  shelter  of  yon  hermit  seat; 

A  bower  of  bliss,  befitting  lady  bright, 

For  stem  ascetic  all  too  wildly  sweet; 

Here  let  me  gaze  around,  and  rest  my  pilgrim  feet. 

Far  overhead,  piercing  the  vaulted  sky, 

The  convent  of"  Our  Lady  of  the  Rock,"* 

In  calm  pre-eminence  of  majesty. 

Rears  its  grey  walls,  braving  the  tempest's  shock, 

And  at  the  earthquake's  terrors  seems  to  mock  I 

*  Nossa  Senhora  da  F^nha. 
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Yet  the  ponvuUknui  of  a  cNangi^g  siatc^ 
The  stG^onas  of  human  irei.mciy  lay  the«  low  1 
Perchance  at  thee^  ere  long^  may  stern-eyed  fate 
Launch  her  red  lightnings^  aim  the  wheUning  hlow, 
A^  give  thine  hnndsled  sons  a  deep  reverse  to  know. 

Look  out,  grey  Padres !  view  the  wreck  of  power, 
Mark  well  the  lesson  taught  hy  yonder  pile; 
The  mouldering  remnant  of  the  Moorish  Tower,* 
The  turhan'd  Infidel's  strong  hold,  ere  while, 
When  on  this  prostrate  land  he  glanced  lus  victor 
smUel 

From  monuments  of  human  pride  and  woe. 
Gladly  I  turn,  pure  Nature's  charms  to  greet; 
Heaven !  what  a  joyous  prospect  lau^  bekyw  I 
What  golden  orchards,  gardens  fair  and  sweet. 
And  waving  woods,  in  hright  confusion  meet! 

Where  leafy  groves  in  mingled  foliage  gleam. 
The  cork-trees  spread  on  high  their  rugged  arms ; 
The  hoaiy  Others  of  the  wood  they  seem, 
Protecting  the  acacia's  hending  charms, 
The  tremhling  ash,  and  youthful  heech  from  harms! 

The  walnut  there,  expands  her  verdant  screen,. 
Near  her,  the  chestnut  rears  her  graceful  head; 
The  pensive  cypress  darkly  waves  hetween. 
And  lofty  fir,  on  mountain  summit  hred. 
Looks  down  on  the  pomegranate  hlushing  red  \ 

*  O  Castello  doi  Mouros. 
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Hark  to  the  varied  sounds  whieh  gradoat  swell. 
Borne  on  tke  breese,  they  soothe  the  listening  ear; 
The  ring-dove  murmuring  in  the  lonely  dell. 
The  gush  of  many  a  fountain,  cold  and  clear. 
And  bell  of  climbing  goat,  or  roving  muleteer : 

While  nearer  still,  the  wild-bee's  fairy  horn 
Continual  rings  around  my  gpreen  retreat, 
As  from  the  dewy  cups,  at  early  mom. 
Of  every  mountain  flower,  th'  aroma  sweet, 
She  ceaseless  culls,  to  form  her  winter  treat. 

list  to  the  sun-bright  ocean's  distant  sound ! 

Yonder  its  dark  blue  waters  gently  lave 

Hie  pebbled  shore,  which  fertile  plains  surround ; 

TTieir  yellow  harvests  undulating  wave, 

And  call  the  reaper's  csure,  their  golden  stores  to  save. 

Hard  by,  the  olive  and  the  purple  vine, 
Their  mingled  treasures  lavishly  bestow; 
Oh  ^Eivour'd  land !  thus  com,  and  oil,  and  wine, 
Along  thy  happy  vallies  ever  flow. 
And  bid  man's  ravished  heart,  in  grateful  warmth  to 
glow! 

What  blended  fragrance  loads  the  passing  gale ! 
The  balmy  breath  of  many  an  herb  and  flower ; 
Incense  delicious,  rising  from  the  vale, 
Where  orange  groves  their  fruits  and  blossoms  shower. 
And  rich  carnations  bloom  in  jasmine  bower. 
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Thus  do  thfi  aic^Uy  the  Bounda,  the  f  cents  of  bliss. 
Combine  to  chann  1  0  earth  I  how  &ir  thou  art ! 
Had  faibled  Arcady.a  jale  like  this? 
Could  scenes  of  Eden  deeper  touch  the  heart. 
Or  through  the  sense  a  keener  rapture  dart? 

O  work  sublime  I  here  best  I  trace  the  hand, 
Th'  almighty  hand,  which  formed  the  glorious  whole ; 
Can  ransomed  man  with  frozen  bosom  stand, 
Nor  own  thy  love,  nOr  bless  thy  mild  controul  ? 

Eternal  Saviour  I  humbly  thus  I  bend  t 
With  prostrate  heart,  in  adoration  bow; 
How  my  rapt  thoughts  on  eagle  wings  ascend 
To  thy  bright  throne,  where  seraphs  veil  the  brow  1 
Teach  roe  to  praise  thee!    Father,  teach  me  how  I 

I  dare  say  ^me  of  th^  thoughts,  or  rather 
the  expressions  in  these  lines^  may  not  be 
wholly  original;  the  memorjris  frequently 
treacherous  upon  these  occasions,  leading 
us  to  forget  th^t  we  have  drawn  our  images 
from  her  sources,  rather  than  from  those  of 
invention ;  but  be  this  as  it  may,  I  wrote  the 
above^  almost  without  a  pause,  yet  found 
them  at  the  conclusion,  quite  inadequate  to 
express  that  mingled  rapture  of  admiration 
and  delight,  which  filled  my  mind  upon  first 
beholding  the  scenes  to  which  they  allude. 

VOL.  I.  E 
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LETTER  Vm. 

Cintra,  July. 

Every  body  iieho  arrives  here  from  lis- 
bon  is  of  course  eagerly  questioned  as  to  the 
state  of  poUtical  affairs.  The  accounts  never 
vary  in  respect  to  the  quiet  and  resigned 
submission,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  of  the  King. 
He  has  fixed  his  residence  at  the  palace  of 
Queluz,*  which  he  has  ever  preferred  to 
that  of  the  Ajuda,  on  account  of  its  superior 
gardens.  A  lady  who  called  upon  me  this 
morning,  ^and  who  has  passed  twenty  years 
-of  her  life  in  the  country,  related  an  anec- 
dote of  the  King  upon  his  first  arrival  at 
QuekisE,  strikingly  characteristic  of  Uiat  te*- 
naoiousness  of  etiquette^  which  sufficiently 
evinces  the  real  state  of  his  feelings^  how- 
ler he  may  continue  to  repress  their  more 
serious  ebulliti<m.  Entering  one  of  the 
state  iqpartments,  be  observed  chairs  placed 

*  Quehiz — ^Thii,  litieraHy  fraiislated,  means  "  what 
a  light  r 
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there^  which  is  an  unusual  circumstance; 
"  what  is  all  this^  what  is  all  this  ?*'  said  he^ 
"  how  canie  these  chairs  here  ?"  To  which 
the  attendants  replying  that  they  were  in- 
tended for  the  use  of  the  Cortes^  when  they 
caihe  to  pay  their  duty  to  his  Majesty,  he 
qtiickly  rejoined,  *'  The  Cortes !  take  them 
away  instancy !  no  person  shall  ever  Use  a 
chair  in  my  presence !" — All  the  Royal  Fa- 
vhSiy  have  hitherto  been  approached  on  the 
knee  only ;  and  a  Portugueze  lady  and  her 
daughters,  in  rather  delicate  health,  com- 
plained to  me  very  lately,  that  it  was  always 
so  great  a  fatigue  to  them  to  pay  a  visit  to 
the  Queen  and  Princesses  in.  their  own 
i^artments,  that  they  usually  went  to  bed 
immediately  after  their  return  from  the  royal 
presence,  and  this  in  consequence  of  thefr 
bdng  obliged  to  remain  kneeling  the  whole 
time  that  these  high  personages^  chose  tq 
prolong  the  conversation !  When  they  go 
abroad,  every  body,  no  matter  how  illus- 
tviotts  their  rank,  (for  the  first  nobility  are 
looked  upon  by  the  King  as  his  servanis,) 
are  under  the  necessity  of  descencBng  from 
their  carriages  or  horses,  and  of  humWy 
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saluting  them  as  they  pass,  to  which  they  sel-* 
dom  return  even  the  slightest  inclination  of 
the  head ;  this  is  an  abuse  of  prerogative^ 
which  if  it  should  be  henceforward  abolish- 
ed, will  not,  cannot  be  regretted  by  the 
most  loyal  and  attached  friends  of  the  mo- 
narchy :  but  how  much  is  there  still  existent 
which  needs  reform  in  every  department  of 
the  government ! 

I  am  as  yet  ignorant  of  the  existing  cha- 
racter of  the  Portugueze  clergy,  generally 
considered ;  but  the  following  anecdote  re- 
lative to  an  individual  padre,  which  was  re- 
lated to  me  by  an  English  gentleman,  does 
not  greatly  prepossess  a  protestant  in  its 
favour.  "  A  woman  in  the  lower  class  of  so» 
ciety,  being  oppressed  by  the  weight  cff  some 
family  misfortune,  went  to  one  of  the 
churches  to  pray;'  she  was  found  by  this 
priest  upon  her  knees,  pouring  out  her  sup- 
plications to  that  Almighty  Redeemer,  who 
alone  is  able  to  save !  "  Why  do  you  pray 
to  Jesus  Christ?"  said  he :  "  apply  rather  to 
such  and  such  saints,  for  they  are  so  power- 
ful in  heaven,  that  they  are  Able  to  do  every 
thing  for  you,  and  may  ask  whatever  they 
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choose  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  dares  not  re/use 
t/tem/"     I  cannot>  however,  bring  myself  to 
believe  this  tale!     The  common  people  at 
Lisbon  are  all  much  horrified  at  the  idea  of 
our  priests  being  allowed  to  marry ;  the  for- 
mer minister  of  the  English  factory  resident 
there,  had  for  a  length  of  time  continued  to 
be  greatly  respected  among  them,  until  they 
heard  that  he  was  upon  the  point  of  return- 
ing to  England,  with  an  intention  of  being 
married;  then  indeed  he  sunk  at  once  in 
their  estimation,  nor  were  all  his  virtues  able 
to  save  his  memory  from  reproach  and  scan- 
dal.    Our  present  clergyman  came  hither 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  and,  for  the  first 
few  months  after  her  arrival,  she  could  not 
appear  in  the  streets  without  being  pointed 
and  gazed  at,  with  displeased  curiosity  by 
the   populace,    as    "  the  English  padre^s 
wife:' 

Cintra  has  been  illuminated  in  honour  of 
the  King;  the  efiect  of  the  lights  spark- 
ling in  the  windows  of  the  different  quintas^ 
perched  high  among  the  mountains,  em- 
bosomed in  dark  woods,  was  singularly 
beautiful! — beheld  by   moonlight  it  is  in- 
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deed  a  scene  of  &iry  land!  auoh  a  superb 
moon  I  bave  bardJy  ever  aeeo  as  that  which 
at  this  time  loohs  down  upon  ost  I  wonAer 
not  at  the  aeciefit  vof ship  of  that  **  queen 
of  heaven,**  and  this  mpdnds  me  of  It's 
having  been  formerly  called  by  the  Romans^ 
"  the  promontory  of  llie  moon/'  the  name  <rf 
Cintra  being  a  corruption  of  ^  Cynliiia/'  aa4 
the  remains  of  a  sniall  temple  dedioi^ed  to 
this  goddess  have  been  discovered  npan  the 
summit  of  the  highest  mountain  in  the 
neighbourhood.  I  can  nevex  forget  the  im- 
pression which  this  charming  sceaery  made 
upon  my  imagkiation,  when  I  contemplated 
it  for  the  first  time  by  this  light;  the 
white-walled  quintas,  rising  amid  the  deep 
woods  I  have  already  mentioned,  (whose 
waving  foliage  then  appeared  black  as  the 
plumes  of  the  gigaiitic  helmet  of  Otranto,) 
assumed  a  pale  ghostly  effect,  which  was 
infinitely  striking:  Uie  shaded  lanes  were 
fuU  of  glow-worms,  <and  the  fire-flies  darted 
from  bough  to  bough;  these  last  are  very 
lovely  delicate  insects ;  the  phosphoric  mat- 
ter is  confined  to  the  lower  part  of  their 
slender  bodies,  and  is  of  a  more  rubied  lustre 
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ihaik  tiia^  gf  the  g^w-wQwrn,  wbicb  appear' 

to  me  like  livipg  emeraldi* 

.  X  have  be^i  stondiog  every  lugbt  in  th^ 

cypen  gallery  whidi  nms  Cdot  the  outside  c^ 

the  hotels  and  communicates  with  the  sitting 

rooni8»  somewhat  in  the  style  of  the  Swiss 

farm-houses,  ei^oying  the  balmy  and  re« 

fredung  air:  hut  I  am  warned  against  this 

practice,  however  delightful  to  the  feelings, 

as  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mountains  in* 

daces  a  very  heavy  fall  of  dew  and  vapour 

at  the  decline  of  day,     I  ought  to  mention 

one  sublunary  circumstance,  to  which  I  am 

shodLcd  at  perceiving  I  am  by  no  means  so 

indifferent,  as  so  romantic  an  admirer'^of  un* 

sophisticated  nature  ought  to  be!    I  allude 

to  the  excellent  fiure  which  we  meet  with 

at  this  hotel.    Good  butter,  daily  fresh  from 

the  chum,  (Cintra  being  the  only  place  so 

n^r  Lisbon  where  such  a  luxury  is  to  be 

procured,)  fruits  glowing  from  their  parent 

trees,  good  cow's  milk,  and  water  the  purest 

that  ever  gushed  from  its  crystal  source  in 

the  hidden  recesses  of  the  mountains,  to  say 

nothing  of  the  Vinho  do  Colares,  a  delicate 
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'  claret-flavoured  wine,  made  at  a  village  of 
that  name,  very  near  this  place.  The  talents 
of  an  excellent  French  cook  add  to  fill  these 
comforts  not  a  little.    Adieu, 
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LETTER  IX. 

Cintra,  July. 

I  CANNOT  tell  you  bow  much  I  lament  the 
necessity  which  has  called  away  Mr.  B.  from 
this  delightful  retreat,  and  which  plunges 
him  once  more  into  Lisbon's  fiery  furnace ! 
We  are,  certainly,  at  a  most  inconvenient 
distance  from  the  latter  place,  and  nothing 
but  health  induces  me  to  remain  in  a  situa- 
tion which  thus  divides  our  establishment, 
and  leaves  me  so  much  and  so  frequently 
alone,  surrounded  by  strange  faces,  and 
obliged,  during  his  absence,  to  live  almost 
entirely  in  my  own  apartments,  to  avoid 
the  stare  of  rude  curiosity. — This  evening 
we  have  been  riding  out  upon  burinhos,  or 
burricos  (i.  e,  donkeys),  which  are  in  uni- 
versal request  at  Cintra;  they  are  strong 
handsome  animals,  very  difierent  (generally 
speaking)  from  the  smaller-sized  ragged 
and  stupid  asses,  common  to  England; 
some  of  them  are  full  of  spirit,  with  regu- 
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lar  paces,  and  tape  as  sleek  and  weU  cursied 
as  horses;  nor  is  at  all  unusoal  to  ^ive 
ten  moidores^  a  piece  for  tiiem;  we  set 
off  at  six  o'clock,  just  as  the  heat  of  the 
day  was  over,  accompanied  by  a  friend^ 
carrying  the  child  before  him  upon  bis 
bixrinho^-*a  dark-eyed  sallow* boy*  md  a^ 
mongrel  our  (the  inseparable  frieod  of  ^ 
latter)  were  our  only  attendants*  We  rode 
through  a  roeky  defile,  overhung  with  Q&rk 
trees,  than  which  nothing  but  our  ownmatck- 
less  oaks  can  be  grander;  at  every  step 
some  new  beauty  in  the  landscape  arose  t<» 
charm  us! — sometimes  the  sides  of  the 
mountains,  along  which  we  slowly  wound 
our  way,  were  covered  with  purple  heath 
and  yellow  broom  (the  latter  then  beginning 
to  shed  their  golden  blossoms),  mixed  with 
the  feathery  fern,  and  creepi^  ivy;  the  &m 
grows  also  upon  the  trunks  and  brwche9 
of  the  cork  trees,  forming  a  singular  effect 
of  mingled  foliage:  at  one  time  w^  passed 
green  patches  of  land,  kept  as  great  trea*- 

*  A  moidore,  at  the  present  lute  of  exchange,  is 
worth  about  three-and-twenty  shillings. 
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suves  £ot  catde  to  faeewze  upon,  vrbene 
00WB9  «l]inlMng  fbom  steep  to  steep,  wece 
seen,  «adBL  wiith  a  large  beH  around  her 
neek-'-atiiBotiier,  ^ariioute  led  ue  by  sparkr 
Uiig  fountains  of  Innpid  water,  **  making 
music"  to  the  ear  of  the  thmty  pilgrim  1 
'-during  this  promenade,  we  aligfated  twiee; 
^^-^nee  at  the  gates  of  the  Mariaiva  Par 
laee,  and  onee  at  those  of  the  Penha  Verde 
(green  rpd&),  bodi  of  which  we  entered,  and 
spent  some  time  in  wdking  orer  part  of  the 
RHnantie  grounds  of  the  lator.  The  Mari- 
alva  beloi^  to  tlie  marqnis  of  diat  name, 
^ow  banidied,  on  aooount  of  his  political 
ofUrioDs,  from  the  country,)  and  is  one  of 
die  chief  lions  of  Cintra,  being  the  farourite 
resoit  of  aU  dasses  upon  the  evenings  of 
Sundays  or  holidays.  It  is  open  at  all  times, 
and  this  reminds  me  of  a  very  amiable  feai- 
ture  in  the  Poi^ugueze  character — ^they  air- 
ways appear  deUgfated  to  offer  the  sight  or 
the  use  of  their  grounds  to  others,  and  re- 
ceive your  wish  of  exploring  th^aa,  in  the 
light  of  a  compliment: — this  has  been 
confirmed  to  me  by  several  English  resi- 
dents, and  may  afford  a  lesson  to  many  of 
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our  own  landed  proprietors.  The  Mari- 
alva  is  a  fine  looking  building  altogether, 
and  may  probably  be  known  in  future  times 
from  having  been  the  place  where  the  cele- 
brated Convention  was  signed  some  years 
since ;  at  least  it  will  be  remembered  as  long 
as  Childe  Harold  continues  to  be  read! — 
The  gardens  are  rich,  and  the  prospect  the 
windows  command  on  both  sides  of  the  house 
is  magnificent.  In  spite  of  what  is  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  good  tcute^  I  could  not 
help*  being  pleased  with  the  contrast  to  the 
wild  simplicity  of  the  general  scene,  which  a 
little  old  fashioned  parterre  in  the  firont  of 
the.  mansion  afforded :  it  was  laid  out  in  the 
formal  quaint  style  of  our  William  the  Third ; 
and  the  sight  of  its  straight  close-shaven 
hedges  of  yew  and  box,  intersected  at  right 
angles,  together  with  a  prim  jet  deau  in 
the  centre,  transported  me  in  imagination  to 
Hampton  Court,  and  brought  those  lines  of 
Pope  to  my  remembrance,  wherein  he  speaks 
of  that  peculiar  mode  of  planting. — 
«  Grove  nods  at  grove,  each  all^  has  a  brother. 
And  half  the  platform  just  reflects  the  other." 

While  I  wondered  at  this  coincidence  of 
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tadte^  among  the  grandees  of  Portugal^  (for 
almost  all  the  large  gardens  of  the  nobility 
here  are  liud  out  in  a  similar  manner^)  I  was 
informed  that  this  place,  as  well  as  many 
others,  was  planned  in  the  days  when  com- 
.merce  flourished,  the  tutehtr  goddess  of  the 
laiid;  and  when  merchants  from  Holland, 
in  {>articttlar9  resided  and  erected  mansions 
after  their  own  hearts,  in  the  midst  of  Cin- 
tra*s  wildest  serras ;— speaking  of  serras,  I 
could  not  resist  giving  a  free  rein  to  my 
fancy,  during  the  most  romantic  piurt  of 
our  route;  delighting  to  imagine  myself  in 
the  heart  of  the  "  Sierra  della  Ronda/'  or 
in  "  the  bowels  of  the  Sable  Mountain," 
mentioned  in  the  exquisite  descriptions  of 
Spanish  sceiiery  by  Cervantes-^methought 
I  could  even  see  Sancho  mounted  upon 
Dapple,  that  "  son  of  his  soul,"  as  he 
so  pathetically  calls  him,  and  the  gaunt 
"  knight  of  the  woeful  countenance"  ex- 
tended at  listless  length  beneath  the  shade 
of  a  hoary  cork  tree! — a  flock  of  goats, 
ringing  their  bells  as  they  descended  from  a 
distant  height,  conducted  by  some  wild  look- 
ing  goat-herds,   so  increased  the  illusion. 
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that  I  almost  expected  to  behdld  the  fnoitie 
Cardenio  among  them. 

I  have  hardly  left  my^lf  room  to^  mM»- 
tion  the  beautiful  quidto  of  the  P^nhti 
Verde;  so  called^  from  a  lofty  mountaifi 
rising  isunediately  behmd  it^  in  tile  form 
of  a  cone^  covered  to  the  utmost  peak  with 
a  luxuriant  regetation,  diat  foran.  a  fine 
contrast  to  the  bare  and  craggy  rooks 
which  surround  it — This  place  originally 
belonged  to  dM  celebrated  hero,  the  vir* 
tuous  Don  JoSo  de  Castro,  (once  governor^ 
general  of  India) — and  to  this  peaceftil  re»- 
treat  his  fond  thoughts  perpetually  recurred^ 
even  anud  the  tumultuous  scenes  of  war,  and 
^  the  splendours  of  the  oriental  world !— ^ 
The  mansion  at  present  is  inhabited  by  ano- 
ther family  ^  it  is  a  good  deal  dUapidated, 
imd  I  have  heard  it  hinted  that  the  neglected 
State  of  the  place  has  been  in  a  great  mea- 
sure occasioned  by  the  gaming  projpensities 
of  its  proprietors;  whether  this  be  true  or 
not,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining— 'the 
prevalence  of  this  destructive  pursuit  is  so 
universal,  that  it  is  a  common  occurrence  for 
a  yoimg  man  ei  rank,  in  two  yeats  after 
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Bmmage,  to  Arid  his  afhirs  almost  inextri* 
cably  involved;  and  this,  even  where  his 
wife  has  birought  him  a  large  dowry;  to 
ettratagance  of  oiker  kinds  they  are  not  sd 
)^fone»  The  fine  woods  belongbig  to  PenhA 
VeiNle  are  so  umbrageous,  and  are  so  eter* 
daHy  refreshed  by  niunerons  fountains,  that 
it  i^  posnble  to  winder  among  them  during 
the  most  sultry  hours  of  the  day,  without  in- 
mirring  either  heat  or  fatigue;  the  grounds 
are  not  devoid  of  the  constant  appendage  to 
eveyy  Portuguese  quinta — a  sort  of  terrace, 
aeeommodated  with  seats,  and  shaded  by 
vines,  myttles,  or  other  light  feUage,  raised 
upon  the  wall  which  overlooks  the  public 
ro^*  Here  the  s^nhoras  delight  to  sit^ 
i^ltM  ki  fi^  diress,  amuring  themsdhres  with 
what  vse  she^  be  inclkied  to  caU  the  vuigar 
occupation  of  'watching  for  the  appearMoe 
of  any  chance  passengers  or  equipages;  in 
the  indulgence  of  this  taste,  (which  is  com* 
moui  I  believe,  to  most  uneducated  or  idle 
persons  in  all  places,)  they  often  consume 
the  printspal  portion  of  their  time ;  and  they 
am  reported  to  be  remarkabfy  satbical  in 
their  conmenta  upon  those  persons  who 
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happen  to  pass.  On  our  return^  we  met  a 
family  of  peasants,  consisting  of  an  old  but 
hale  cheerful  looking  grandmother,  her  two 
daughters,  aiid  their  children;  they  were 
an  interesting  and  picturesque  group:  the 
infants  soft  skinned,  dimpled,  and  dark-eyed: 
and  the  young  mothers  really  pretty :  they 
were  all  drest  in  the  red  petticoat  and  loose 
linen  jacket  of  the  country,  and  actually  ap- 
peared clean;  but  they  were  not  so  gay  as  a 
village  coquette  whom  I  met  a  day  or  two 
since,  riding  (as  is  customary  here,  complete- 
ly sideways)  upon  her  burinho ;  her  jacket 
was  laced  in  front  with  narrow  gay  coloured 
ribbands,  and  she  wore  fine  thread  stock- 
ings worked  like  lace,  and  silk  slippers  em- 
broidered with  gold.  The  Portugueze 
have  an  amiable  custom  of  saluting  every 
stranger  who  passes  them  either  in  walking 
or  riding — ^the  upper  classes  bow  courteous- 
ly, and  the  lower  generally  exclaim  **  Viva !" 
which  kind  wish  is  often  accompanied  by 
a  bright  and  friendly  smile;  this  is  begin- 
ning to  dedine,  however,  in  the  near  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  metropoUs*  The  pea- 
santry seem  remarkably  civil  in.  theijr  maimer 
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to  those  above  them^  without  any  exhibition 
of  crouching  servility ;  a  muleteer,  an  afano- 
creve,  or  a  postilion  who  happens  to  meet  you 
in  a  narrow  pass,  will  almost  always  take  care 
to  annoy  you  as  Uttle  as  possible;  still,  I  am 
sorry  to  add,  that  in  Lisbon,  they  behaVe  by 
no  means  so  well.  The  women  now  and  then 
ran  out  of  their  cottages  after  us,  making 
friendly  signs,  and  b^koning  with  the  two 
middle  fingers,  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  all  the 
Portugueze  of  wliatever  rank;  this  action 
simply  means  to  express  **  How  do  you  do?*' 
some  among  them  know  as  much  English  as 
to  exclaim  "  How  do  do?"  of  which  acquire* 
ment  they  appear  very  proud.  My  Uttle 
boy  excites  much  good  will  (torn  all  he 
passes  upon  the  road;  they  call  out,  "  Bo« 
nito,  muito  bonito,"  (pretty,  very  pretty!) 
and  frequently  attempt  to  caress  him;  in- 
deed, I  have  once  or  twice  been  obliged  to 
prevent  them  from  taking  him  up  before 
them  upon  their  burinh^,  as  they  ride  to 
market.  Three  or  four  ancient  beggars, 
clad  in  weeds  of  every  variety  of  oobur, 
and'^itfa l6ng  pastoral  staves  in  theii^ hands, 
usui^y  dpeiid  their  time,  baokMg  i*^  ^^ 

VOL.  I.  F 
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sun,  upon  ft  low  stone  wall  in  front  of 
our*  hotel;  when  I  mounted  my  burinlid 
iM^  morning,  my  boy  remidned  for  a  few 
Ikimiites  in  the  houBe^  not  being  quite  ready 
ta  join  me;  'Up<>n  i/^bteh  these  hoary  sirea 
inquived,  with  much  aj^pearance  of  disap^ 
poinUnenti  *'  where  the  little  one  was?**— I 
have  met  With  few  beggars  in  this  neigh* 
bourhoodj  and  those  have  nev^r  been  trou* 
blesome  or  importunate;  in  Lisbon^  how^ 
ever^  they  swarm  about  the  door  of  every 
shop^  watching  the  coming  oiit  of  the  pvilt* 
chaser^  whom  they  have  followed  thither 
fioT  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  he  lias 
furnished  himself  with  small  change;  they 
then  assail  him  Eke  mosquites  t>r  hornets^ 
and  are  hardly  to  be  repulsed  tiU  they  have 
obtdned  what  they  request.  The  manners 
of  women  toward  eadbother^  are  remarkably 
earewinte;  the  servant-^1  of  the  hotel 
at  Buenos  Ayres  kissed  my  maid  upon  our 
first  arrival,  iM»  a  matter  of  course^  and  the 
abigail  of  a  senhoi^  dodt  stajring  at  Ointra^ 
in  -1^  same  house  with  ourselves^  n^ver 
meets  her  that  she  does  not  td^e  hotdof 
both  hct  handis  rc^Mtedljitldmuig  her  v^gwH' 
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ihe  dieek^  The  laundress  we  employ  is  a 
Afbcyr*;  her  dark  skin  and  rolling  eyes  have 
a^  striking  ^ect,  half  veiled  in  the  ample 
white  haadkercliief  which  she  has  adopled 
in  compliance  with  the  native  women  in  her 
clftta:  upon  being  first  introduced  to  me  as 
her  employer,  I  was  in  bed,  and  she  gravely 
walked  up  to  me,  bowing  in  a  courteous 
manner,  and  kiss^  my  hand,  saying,  in  good 
Ei^sh^  that  she  should  take  pleasure  m 
serving  my  family;  this  custom  is  unrversal: 
aU'  the  servants  of  the  house  kiss  iiie  hand 
of  flue  patrona  (mistress),  after  every  litde 
absence  on  either  side;  and  children,  in  ^me 
families,  do  the  same  to  their  parents,  eren 
upon  qvntting  them  for  hidf  an  hour,  repeat- 
ing the  same  iceremony  upon  their  return ; 
ihexe  is  a  sort  of  patriarchal  simplicity  and 
cordiality  in  this,  whicli  is  very  attaching. 
The  general  honesty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Cintra  deserves  mention;  we  are  assured 
by  x>>eraofis  who  have  resided  forty  years 
here,  that  an  instance  of  house-breaking  has 
not  been  known  among  them,  and  the  inha-^ 
bitaMs  of  the  surrounding  quintas  hardly 
think  it  necessary  to  fitsten  their  doors  at 
f2 
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night;  with  all  this,  however,  they  take  free 
license  to  cheat  and  impose  in  the  way  of 
buying  and  selling;  considering  such  pro- 
ceedings as  mere peccadinhos  (trifling  faults). 
The  children  in  Portugal,  at  least  those  that 
I  have  seen,  are  usually  pretty,  from  the  age 
of  one  to  four  years,  and  moi^t  among  the 
lower  classes  have  the  countenance,  as  well 
as  the  complexion  of  gipseys. 
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LETTER  X. 

Cintra,  July. 

I  DELIGHT  in  the  peasantry  here ;  they  are 
really  a  fine  race  of  people^  and  if  I  under- 
stood their  language  sufficiently  to  converse 
with  theniy  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  should 
think  them  almost  as  engaging  as  those  of 
France.  I  must  not  forget  to  mention  my 
daily  attendant  in  all  my  rides^  a  lad  about 
twelve  or  thirteen;  poor  fellow!  nothing  can 
exceed  his  readiness  to  oblige  and  amuse 
me  by  every  little  method  in  his  power; 
pointing  out^^  with  a  faithful  accuracy  of 
taste^  which  I  should  think  must  in  him  be 
intuitive,  the  finest  view6  and  the  most 
picturesque  objects;  stopping  frequently. on 
a  sudden  tojnake  me  observe  a  larger  cork- 
tree than  usualy  a  prettier  quinta^  or  a  more 
luxuriant  hedge  of  mjrrtle  or  geranium:^ 
speaking  of  the  former  plant^  I  ought  not 
to  forget  to  tell  you,  that  I  have  crossed  a 
sort  of  wild  common  here,  where  the  great- 
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est  variety  of  purple  heftths  btoomed  in  the 
midst  of  an  underwood,  composed  Wholly  of 
myrtle  bushes,  and  deUcate  arbuttts  trees, 
in  full  flower  and  perfiunel^-^My  little  guide 
(to  return  to  my  first  subject),  however  dvil 
and  good  tempered,  is  always  secretly  de* 
lighted  wheh  he  hiis  phy^  m^  tsxy  trick i 
the  last  time  I  went  out,  he  strudk  mitoft 
narrow  path,  which  wound  along  1^  nns^p 
side  of  a  wooded  momitain,  surrMilcied  by 
craggy  precipices,  from  which  it  was  v«n  to 
attempt  any  retreat;  enjoying  my  gbofices 
of  surprisef  and  dismay,  as  the  burinfao, 
doul^ng  his  hind  legs  underneath  his  body^ 
^ffcf'dbwh  iJh^  abrupt  diftscents,  and  bimtilig 
into  an  irrepressible  shout  of  mirth,  as  th^ 
animal  plunged  with  me  into  a  shallow  f^ 
at  the  bottom,  through  wiiich,  neverAdeM, 
it  carried  me  with  eai^e  and  safety;  but  this 
riiii<&ulous  imp  amused  me  so  much,  that  I 
forgot  half  my  terrors;  grinning  till  I  coiiid 
have  numbered  every  one  of  his  white  teethj 
he  vaulted  firom  crag  to  crag,  with  adn^a- 
ble  Agility;  dashing  on, 

^'  Through  mud,  through  mire, 
Over  bush  and  over  briar," 
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and  never  losing,  sight  of  my.  countenance, 
^biqH  be  watched  with  all  the  roguish  mar 
lic^  of  awillro'^therwisp,  or  a  **  gobUn  page:** 
at  the  termination  of  the  adventure,  which 
carried  us  at  leairt  sei^en  or  eij^t  miles  from 
home,  this  bmt  did  not  appear  in  the  least 
&tigued|  but  came  lunning  iq>  to  assist  me 
in  dismounlangy  biting  his  lips  to  prevent 
laiigbingt  and  evidently  {uU  of  triumph  at 
the  joke  he  had  ventured,  yet  en^deavouring 
to  assume  a  face  of  gravity  and. officious 
r^pect,  aa  he  inquired^  ''  at  what  hour 
the  ^enhora  diose  to  employ  him  die  next 
day?'' 

Count  F.  and  Baron  d'O.,  the  Pruasiaa 
minister  and.  i^cretary  of  legation  at  the 
Goujrt  of  the  Bra^^ils,  lately  arrived  in  this 
country,  have  be^i  passing  a  few.  days  at 
the  hotel  here>  and  were  indefatigable  m 
Uoniftinff;  they  are  the  most  agreeable  per- 
sons we  have  met  With,  since  we  mtered 
Portugal;  and  as  Mr.  B.  is  now  returned 
y^om  Lisbon,  I  have  been  able  to  Join  their 
society  at  dinner  every  day.  An  anecdote 
which  they  told  us,  relative  to  a  fair  penitent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  which 
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occurred  while  they  were  at  Rio  Janeiro,  is 
too  ludicrous  to  be  omitted  in  this  letter:  I 
think  it  will  amuse  you  as  much  as  it  has 
done  ourselv^. 

A  reverend  father  confessor  was  one  day 
gravely  seated  in  his  confessional,  listening 
to  the  peccadinhos  of  a  poornegress,  whose 
chief  &iUng  was  that  of  drunkenness:  the 
confessor/ as  she  was  ratiieT  prolix  in  her 
acknowledgments,  took  the  opportunity  of 
going  very  comfortably  to  sleep,  secure  in 
his  snug  retreat  of  not  being  observed  by 
any  prying  or  profiuie  eye;  the  negress, 
having  Snished  what  she  had  to  say,  waited 
a  bonsiderable  tim«  in  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing absolution;  btit  .finding  that  the  holy 
father  remained,  alent,' concluded' that  he 
was  too  much  shocked  at  her  enormities  to 
speak,  and,  with  a  deep  sigh,  she  qiiietly 
withdrew  from  the  grate,  and  went  but  of 
the  church.  .  At  the  same  moment,,  the 
Senlu^ra  (somebody),  the  young  and  hand- 
soiQe  wife  of  <me  of  the  richest  merchants 
in. die  country,  arrived,  took  possession  of 
the  vacant  space,  and  began  to  confess  her 
sins  to  the  same. worthy  auditor:  she  had 
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hardly  begun,  when  the  latter,  suddenly 
awakening  from  his  nap,  and  concluding  the 
negress  to  be  still  at  the  grate,  conunenced, 
in  his  turn,  a  severe  reprimand  upon  the 
subject  of  her  drunken  propensities:  no* 
thing  could  equal  the  indignation  of  the 
Senhora;  conceiving  herself  to  be  the  per- 
son really  addressed,  she  launched  forth  in 
the  most  furious  manner ;  venting  her  wrath 
at  what  she  called  the  **  infamous  calumnies" 
of  the  priest,  in  language  too  gross  to 
repeat. 

We  are  more  and  more  amazed,  the  longer 
we  remain  in  this  country,  at  that  ignorance, 
or,  at  best,  that  superficial  knowledge  of  the 
commonest  arts  which  exist  among  the  Por- 
tugueze;  a  carpenter  here  is  the  awkward- 
est  and  most  clumsy  artizistn  that  can  be 
imagined,  spoiling  every  work  he  attempts; 
the  way  in  which  the  doors  and  other  wood- 
work belonging  even  to  good  houses  are 
finished,  would  really  have  suited  the  rudest 
ages!  Their  carriages  of  all  kinds  (more 
particularly  their  waggons  and  carts),  their 
agricultural  implements  and  management, 
their  cutlery,  locks  and  keys,  &c.,  are  ludi- 
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crotuly  bad.  Their  soil,  rich  and  fertile, 
theur  climate  so  £EiVQiucabIe  to  the  growth  of 
almost  all  vegetation,  seems,  in  a  great  mear 
sure,  to  be  lost  upon  them;  and,  in  short 
^  I  am  to  judge  by  the  Jittle  I  bate  se(en^ . 
«&d  to  credit  entirety  what  others  teK  okeX 
die  state  of  society,  and  the  progress  of 
civffization  in  all  chsiites,  are  so  infin^y 
below  par,  so  strikingly  inferi<Hr  to  the  reiH; 
of  Europe,  as  to  form  a  sort  of  dSsgrace&d 
wonder  in  the  midst  of  the  nineteen^  t^a^ 
tury.  What  can  be  the  reason  of  this  pecu-^ 
liarity  ?  There  are  not  wanting  persons  who 
decidedly  account  for  it  upon  the  score  of 
an  extraordinary  self-conceit,  similar  to  that 
of  the  Chinese  nation,  than  whidi,  nothing 
can  be  a  more  sure  bar  to  improvement: 
I  would  &in  hope  this  judgment  is  too 
severe* 
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LETTER  XI. 

Cintra,  July. 

Wc  havQ  this  evening  been  to  see  the 
quinta  of  ^^  Montserrat/  by  &r  the  most 
picturesque  place  in  this  neighbourhood;  it 
comprises  every  beauty  and  sublimity  which 
Cintra  has  to  boast,  being  situated  upon 
very  elevated  ground,  in  the  bosom  of  a 
wood  of  cork-trees,  surrounded  by  orange- 
trees,,  and  rocky  fountains;  hemmed  in  on 
three  sides  by  mountains,  (among  which  are 
those  crowned  by  the  Penha  convent,  and 
the  Moorish  castle,)  and  open  on  the  other 
to  the  level  champaign  country,  rich  in 
vineyards  and  corn-fields,  which  stretches 
out  for  about  six  miles,  when  it  is  bounded 
by  the  sea.  The  mansion  itself  had  a  sin- 
gular charm  for  me,  delighting,  as  I  have 
ever  done,  in  those  which  call  up  images  of 
romantic  association;  it  was  originally  built 
by  a  rich  Englishman,*  in  the  style  of  our 
own  villas,  and  was  in  consequence  distin- 
guished by  an  elegance  of  taste,  a  refinement 

♦  Mr.  Beckford,  of  Fonthm. 
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of  decoration,  and  a  lightness  and  beauty  of 
architecture,  which  are  peculiar  to  buildings 
of  this  sort  in  England;  here  such  a  struc- 
ture really  appears  as  if  raised  by  fairy 
hands ;  so  far  does  it  excel  the  ill-contrived 
and  tawdry  style,  to  which  the  natives  of  this 
country  are  generally  accustomed:- — but, 
alas!  how  has  this  enchanted  spot  been 
ne^ected!  and  how  has  the  beautiful  house 
been  suffered  to  fall  to  decay!  now  become 
the  property  of  a  Portugueze  family,  they 
have  evinced  the  most  deplorable  want  of 
taste  and  feeling  in  regard  to  it,  for  at  this 
moment  it  k  completely  a  ruin — a  fit  resi- 
dence only  for  the  bat  and  the  owl,  or  to 
serve  as  a  casual  shelter  for  the  wandering 
goatherd  and  his  shaggy  flock,  at  those  times 
when  the  wind  is  not  high  enough  to  blow 
down' the  shattered  roof  upon  their  heads. 
I  never  beheld  so  striking  an  image  of  deso- 
late loveliness;  and  could  have  passed  hours 
here  in  the  indulgence  of  a  reverie,  mourn- 
ful, yet  fraught  with  a  nameless  charm  that 
can  only  be  comprehended  by  the  veritable 
children  of  romance.  Some  of  the  carved 
doors  of  the  best  apartments  (brought,  at 
a  great  expense,  from  England),  were  still 
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perfect,  and  some  remains  of  thesupeVb 
plates  of  glass  in  the  light  Frencih  windows 
were  yet  spared  by  the  fury  of  the  vdntry 
storms  which  often  rage  with  great  violence 
among  the  surrounding  mountains  and 
woods;  the  hall  (of  Grecian  elegance)  once 
opened  upon  a  sloping  lawn  of  verdant  turf, 
studded  with  rare  shrubs  and  flower-beds; 
it  has  now  been  ploughed  up,  but  I  could 
stiU  discover  traces  of  its  former  deaig* 
nation;  a  splendid  music-room,  brnlt  in 
the  form  of  a  rotunda,  the  roof  rising  in  a 
fine  dome,  to  a  considerable  height,  made 
the  greatest  impression  upon  my  fedings; 
I  tried  my  voice  there,  and  was  startled  at 
the  sound,  which,  as  it  died  away,  seemed 
to  scare  the  long  sleeping  echoes  of  the 
place.  '  Montserrat  indeed  is  well  calcu* 
lated  to  afford  a  lesson  of  philosophy  to 
every  being  who  has  learnt  to  think;  herci 
in  the  days  of  its  splendour,  its  original  pro* 
prietor  retired,  to  enjoy  the  luxuries  of 
almost  boundless  wealth,  and  called  around 
him  the  sons  and  daughters  of  prosperity, 
to  enliven  the  retreats  of  a  hitherto  solitary 
Eden;  now,  what  a  change,  and  what  a 
contrast ! 
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As  the  nattoiial ^httecter^of  the > Ported 
gueze  gradaiHy  unfiilds  itself  to  cat  obscv^ 
va/dwn,  we  sometimes  smile^  but  ^  more  ft%u 
^totly  sigh  with  a  feeliag  of  deepee^'and 
mt^e  serious  import  t  from  $&  we  faave^been 
able  to  gather,  to  hear,  and  to  imxiark,  no^ 
thkig  dm  be  more  deplorable  •than  the' state 
of  mondity,  civil  polity,  and  reBgion  <g^ne» 
ndly  considered),  in  which  they  have.hidier^ 
to  remained:  and  diere  has  not  yet  been, 
tkne  for  ai^  great  <nr  radical  improtanent^' 
stiiee  the  accession  of  a  more  liberal  form  of 
govemm^t:  with  respect  to  religion,  hmh 
e^er^  I  shittt  not  mention  unch  which  I  hare 
been  told  concenang  it;  for,  being  myself  a 
tVotestant,  I  may  be  siiiq>eeted  of  prgndioe 
in  judgii^  of  an  opposite  persuaaon. 
«  Justice  is  said  to  be  too  freqivently  bought 
and  scdd;  indeed,  it  is  not  t6  be:ex|>ected, 
thaty  having  an  ^^  itdiing  palm,"  she  shopdd^ 
hcdd  the  sword  with  a  firm  and  steady  grasp* 
Mi^  horrid  crimes,— murder,  one  of  ihe 

*  It  is  a  thousand  pities  that  the  quickness  and  bril- 
lianoy  of  ififteUect  whidh  nature  has  bestowed  iipotk  lii^ 
Portugufiae  of  botb  s^i^,  ihonkl  be:iCfU9t(milfd^>of 
rendered  of  little  avail,  by  the  peculiarities  of  their  go- 
vernment. Considering  the  natronal  character  in  this 
point  of  view,  censure  melts  into  regret. 
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most  v&aiaA  among  dtemy-^are  frequently 
cenmitted,  almost  wMi  impunity;  nor  are  tlie 
petpetcaiois  banished  from  generid  eooiety  i 
A  man  has  jnst  assassinated  his  wife,  under 
cireumstances  of  tlie  most  aggra^ted  cm** 
eltgr,  and  in  cold  Uood,  after  long  and  ma-* 
ture  deliberation;  he  had  seteral  dnldven 
by  the  unfortunate  woman,  and  he  com* 
mitted  the  savage  act,  almost  before  their 
eyesl  she  was  not  guiltless  in  her  conduct^ 
but  he  had  ever  afforded  her  an  eacample  of 
Boentiousness  and  infidelity:  after  having 
been  cipnvicted  upon  the  cteu'est  evidence^ 
he  is  only  punished  by  imprisonmeat  ait  pre- 
sent, nor  is  it  thought  prol)abb  that  he  will 
^er  .be  Iwought  to  actual  execution.* 

AS  Roman  Cadiolie  countries  observe  the 
Sunday  ui*  a  manner  which,  to  an  'EngHsh 
eye,  does  imi  appear  exactly  the  most  ap« 
propviatete  the^^i^ered  chmracter  of  the 'day! 
but  in  Bortagal,  I  think  they  seem  to  pay 
stSl  less  reverence  to  it,  than  in  any  otber:f 
I  cimQOt  forbear  the  relation  of  the  following 
di^ub^tanee,.  which  may  be  ofl^ed-  as  my 
best  excuse  for  thisp  itoverit^  of  opinion. 

*  He  was  liberated  before  we  left  Lisbon. 
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The  day  before . yesterday,  I  went  into  a 
church  here,  to  witness  thq,  cc^e]?rfi^0B.of 
mass  on  Sunday  morning  ft  i|^ .  Sfi^e 
itself  did  not  la3t  above  half  on.Jbouc,  and 
thare  was  but  on^  ^ffici^(iiig  .^j^stj^wbo 
muttered  itt)ver  in^  hurried  and  indistinct 
a  manner/ that  it  would  have^lb^^  Ij^^possible 
for  even  the  learned  to  h^e  understood  or 
followed  him  1  He  gave  the^^ac^anOpt  to 
one  communicant,  and  as  soon  as  the  jcere^ 
mony  was  over,  he  wiped. put  dietC|ip>^and 
then  9et  himself  (in  view  of  every  pfrson 
present)  biDsily  to  work,  rubbing.and  polish- 
ing its  outside  s'ur&ce,  with  a  clotb,^  es;i^ly 
with  the  air  of  a  butfer  who  waa  particubtrly 
tenacious  of  the  li^tre  of  bis  sideboard. 
There  was  no  s(^mon;  and  althougbtthe 
g£^ery  w^  ptqyid^  with  an  oi^n,  ,we 
heard  not  a  not^  of  music*  The  high  al^F* 
with  ^  its  ornap^ents,  was  jC0t?i^^<2  ^p,  a?^ 
die  service  perlbnoed  before  anoj^r  v^^ 
^abby  little  jone,  in  the  side  of  the  cbjyu^. 
Upon  inquiring  wAff  all  this  had  PpQurrpdlj^fl 
was  answered,  with  mi|ch  coxpgpsureftf'  if^t 
it  was  troublesome  to  imcover  and  4f^§S;pM^ 
the  high  idtar  merely  for  Strndajf^  or  ta  hf ¥^ 
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music ;  but  that  on  some  Saints*  days,  both 
were  to  be  seen  and  heard  in  great  splendour 
and  perfection." 

We  dined  lately  at  the  quinta  of  an  Ame- 
rican merchant  here,  a  yery  rich  individual, 
who  has  resided  many  years  in  Portugal.  At 
this  house  we  metseveralforeigners,  and  were 
introduced  to  a  Portuguese  &mily,  who  were 
accompanied  by  their  two  young  chOdren. 
I  was  assured,  that  it  is  generally  the  custom 
to  bring  them  to  balls,  parties,  &c.  at  the  most 
tender  age;  by  which  means,  late  hours  are 
inevitably  induced,  and  these  (joined  to  the 
want  of  exercise  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Lisbon)  render  the  little  beings  invariably 
deficato,  and  frequently  unhealthy! 

In  the  course  of  the  evening  we  went  to 
view  the  interior  of  the  Marialva,  which  is^ 
in  fact,  no  palace  properly  so  called,  but  a 
large  country  mansion,  which  has  hitherto 
been  preserved  in  tolerably  good  repair. 
As  we  wandered  through  the  spacious  apart- 
ments, where  now  and  then  a  piece  of  neat 
'fiftgHsb  furniture  contrasted  advantageously 
whh  the  general  foffeign  style  of  decpratimi, 
we  were  struck  by  the  superiority  of  the 
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manner  in  wfaieh  tbe  waHs  af  every  room 
were  pmited  in  fresoo.  TMs  is  the  dn^ 
thing  m  ^hich  I  think  the  PiMixigall&se^tiiBte 
better  than  our  oitn^^^the  dblic^cy  mud 
beauty  of  the  colouring,  and  die  viiriet^  df 
the  designs,  (therlattev  copied  firemontiiiiie 
patterns,  ehiefly  of  flowers,)  wore,  fiftr  pre^ 
ferable  to  the  most  ekborat^  French  papers ; 
and  although  Italiain  artists  am  sometimes 
employed,  the  Portuguace  thsBowlves'  are 
very  happy  in  the  execution  of  ibis  style  «f 
decoration^  whieh  is  nearly  uniy^rsai-hiydi 
in  lisben  aiid  in  the  coantry* 

I  observe  not  unfrequently,  a  blade  cross, 
of  rude  workmlmship^  erected  in  diffisrent 
parts  of 'Ihe  neigUMHurhood,  abd  am  told^ 
that  sueh  is  the  signal  that  either  a  murder 
has  been  ccHuaiiited,  or  some  fSeital  acddeilt 
has  happened  upon  that  particdhEir  spot. 
A  synAkyl  of  this  melanchx^  nature  is  morfe 
than  usually  conspicuous  in  one  of  the  wildeat 
and  most  beautifo}  places  in  the  v»ak^, 
and  fonns  an  olject  of  romantic  pilgrimage 
to  almost  aU  strangers;  it  is  planted ralqope 
a  itossy  bank  of  eardi,  eiAed  ^^  The  liiovev'ds 
Ortfw,^'  where,  in  efibct,  Ae  bodies  oE^tbrte 
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unfortunates  lire  buried,  -whoiie  sad  story,  in 
9pite  jof  the  ioag  l«pse  of  tim^  mwe  the 
a«9nt  oceovred^  is  yet  ftesfa  in  the  memory 
of  •vergr  village  maiden.  It  is  S€»o0  told^. — 
"  Two  yoBtbful  tirothers  onqe  happily  U?ed 
«ailrthe  sjrlvan  shades  which  now  resound 
wit)i  lamentotiMs  for  their  untiiiiely  deaths* 
Tbtff.imjie  each  brave^  and  beautiful;,  and 
4beir  firatienud  affection  was  the  theme. of 
enery  tQi^(ttei  *  The  elder  fcrmed  an  attachr 
mentto^alotdy^^l,  who^  &milyj  if  I  re- 
tollfec^  aright,  wjere  somewhai!  i^^erse.to  their 
union.  In  a  moment  of  more  dbau  4>rdinary 
Texotifo^  she  ap])oii]d:ed  the  younger  brother 
to  meet  her  fa^  a  certain  woody  glen,  in  ord^r 
to'  oonault jW^h  him  njpoik  tibe  maans  of  aur* 
mounting  the  diffieultieii  in  which  she  found 
heradif  involved,  upon  acoount  of  her  con-< 
stant  attaehment  to  the  dkler^  whpse  more 
fiery  temperament  was  less  calculated  to 
^neisoB  dispassionately  and  with  due  prn^ 
.dence,  upon  so  toudi^ng  a  sul^eot  t  They 
ipefc^^the,  youth  suggested  a  pl^i  Which 
'jBfqpfeated.to  the  fiiir  and  animated  creature 
^€c  admirably  suited  to  eflfect  h^  wi^^hes, 
tfaat*sbe  embraced  him  in  all  the  warmth  of 
g2 
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sisterly  gratitude.  Alas!  the  impetuous 
lover  had  beheld,  from  a  dii^ance,  and  in 
the  gloom  of  twilight,  his  mistress  in  the 
arms  of — a  stranger^  as  he  unfortunately 
imagined ;  maddened  by  jealousy,  he  rushed 
forward,  and  plunged  his  dagger  in  the  heart 
of  his  brother !  The  mistake  was  e^plaiped 
in  a  moment,  and  the  unhappy  youth  f^ovor 
pleted  the  tragedy  by  stabbii^  himsa^f 
upon  the  body  of  his  guiltitess  yietim.  The 
lady  survived  not  long,  and  they  were  ail 
interred  beneath  the  same  .  ensanguined 
turf!"  I  will  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
every  particular  of  this  tale  of  woe ;  but  the 
outlines  at  least  are  correct,  and  I  le,aye  it  to 
your  own  imaginatiaii  to  fill  them  up  in  the 
manner  you  like  best. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER  XIL 

Cintra^  July  30th. 

I  HATE  as  yet,  had  no  opportunity  of 
forming  any  individual  judgment,  respecting 
the  modeii  and  morals  of  the  higher  classes 
of  society;  and  the  answers  I  receive  upon 
■inqmri/  into  these  circumstances,  are  so  un- 
&V€mraMe,  that  I  feel  considerable  reluctance 
to  believe  the  half  of  what  I  hear !  It  is  an 
undoubted  truth  however,  that  the  decency 
and  decorum  of  outward  appearances  are 
always  sedulously  preserved ;  much  more  so 
than  in  our  own  country,  and  tins  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest  orders  of  people.  Even 
in  the  worst  haunts  of  Lisbon,  Uttle  external 
mark  of  depravity,  or  even  impropriety,  is 
ever  visible;  what  are  we  to  think  of  this 
peculiar  feature  m  the  national  character  ? 
for  my  own  part,  although  I  fear^thatit 
evinces  a  great  proficiency  in.the  art  of  de- 
ception, I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  is  preferable 
to  a  more  open  display  of  immorality;  and 
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it  certainly  illustrates  the  truth  of  the  well 
known  axiom,  "  that  hypocrisy  is  the  in- 
voluntary homage  which  vice  pays  to  virtue." 
Perhaps  some  moralists  might  be  startled  at 
this  decision;  and  I  allow  that  it  maybe 
combated,  without  any  degree  of  illiberality 
or  injustice.  Doubtless  it  is  far  better  "  to 
be  what  we  seem,'*  yet  I  cannot  but  think 
many  really  excellent  persons  amongst  w^s 
might  borrow  a  useful  hint,  from  the  fair 
exterior  of  the  Portugueze,  and  they  would 
do  well  to  remember,  in  the  midst  of  their 
overstrained  sincerity,  that  by  the  needless 
harshness  of  outward  manners,  virtue  herself 
'4nay  be  rendered  unlovely ;  an  amiable  and 
iruly  exemplary  author,  who  is  now  no  more, 
has  well  observed  upon  this  subject,  "  that 
it  is  high  treason  against  religion  and  mo- 
rality, to  be  good  and  disagreeable  I" 

Street  robbery  is  almost  as  common  in 
Lisbon  as  in  London,  but  there  is  this  fatal 
diflfereifice,  peculiar  to  the  Pdrtugueze  ^Mfn- 
quent;  "  he  hardly  ever  robs,  without 
assassination'*  Dishonesty  atid  pfefty  theft 
flourish  here  in  as  rank  luxuriance  as  can 
well  be  imagined;   nor  can  confidence  be 
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placed  in  any  persons  so  surely,  as  in  the 
hinnble  hardworking  sortof  vohmtary  stayes,. 
called  "  gallegos/'  who  hire  out  their  strength 
and  activity  to  the  more  indolent  natives. 
The  rude  honesty  of  these  Spaniards  may 
(it  is  universally  asserted}  be  trusted  with 
untold  gold;  they  resemble  in  many  of 
th/eir.  habits^  and  offices,  the  Cawdies  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  Lazzaroni  of  Naples. 
X  Corget  whether  I  have  alre^y  mentioned 
to,  you^  that  they  come  over  in  immense 
bpdieSj  from  t^e  provice  of  GaHida  in 
Spain;  Hve.on  their  journey  here  upon  the 
charitable  daily  dole  of  the  convents^  and, 
CigrefuUy  hoarding  the  money  which  they 
obtain  for  their  hard-earned  services,  return 
whea  they  have  made  a  certain  sum,  to  their 
own  country,  to  spend  their  latter  years  in 
the  bosom  of  their  families :  most  ^of  them 
are  remarkably  athletic,  and  I  have  observed 
that  the  younger  among  tbem^  are  sometimes 
extremely  fine  men. 


Halving  recovered  f]rOm  a  trandent  attack 
of  rheumatism,  which  I  am  told  is  one  of  the 
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dmwbackB  io  eiBJ^rtnent,  peculiar  to  the 
hifmtd  climate  of  Cmtis^  I  went  aJ^  a  Very 
ear]^. hoiirJiik  morniagi  to  drank! the  cool 
water  of  a  ft)iuilmn5  (said  to  be  slightlx  im«- 
pregpiated  with  ir(Mi|)  in  Uie  beautiful  gardens 
of  A  quinta  hard  by,  where  the  chestout  and 
young  cork  trees  grow  so  thickly/ as  to  fona 
an  impervious  sbadie,  even  during  the  hott^t 
hoiirs  of  the  day.  Here  I  spent  half  an 
houri  listening  to  the  cool  gushing  sound  ol 
the  fountain,  and  the  soft  monotonous  notid 
of  the  wood  jngepn,  which  builds  among 
these  quiet  haunts.  I  was  soon  joined  by  a 
conlpamcmi  who  had  passed  many  yeai^  ia 
Portugal,  and  she  gave  me  the  history  of  the 
owner  of  the  quinta,  which  ^as  not  ilnin- 
teresting»  .  He  is  a  veiy  young  man,  but 
has  been  for  some  years  a  husband  and  a 
father,  having :  married  (acc(»rding  to  the 
national  custom)  in  boyhood,  a  girl  of  thir-» 
teen  or  fourteen,  who  is  said  to  have  united 
a  pifeniature  perfection  of  person,  to  a  di»^ 
position  wHd,  thoi^htless,  and  uncontrouled, 
beyond  all  bdi^;  spoiled  by  early  aduia^ 
tion,  she  had  ho  idear*-no  care,  unconnected 
with  either  her  beauty  m  her  amusemeat : 
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al;ihengtfa|  j^ttloii^yi'oii  the  port  of  the  youth- 
ful >  husband^  (afchough  Vdgue  and  devoid 
of  «Riy  definite  objeety)  arose  to  complete 
Hisuheasiiies^y  and^  in  a  moniewt  of  faritatioD, 
he  i^addenly  shut  her  up  in  <me  of  thoee 
r^gfous  Bouses^  which  in  this  country  are 
ajifjutopriated  to  the  reception  of  separated 
wires  who  have  given  cause  of  scandal  to 
societyv  Such  power  has  the  Romish  church 
hitherto  allowed  to  husbands  in  general! 
In  these  melancholy  retreats^  though  bound 
by  no  vow  or'profession,  these  unfortunate 
woolen  are  condemned  to  remain/ until  set 
JEtl  tiberty  by  the  relenting  feelings  of  their 
husbands^  or  (what  is  often  far  more  welcome) 
by  their  deati^s.  In  this  durance^  the  fair 
lady  of  the  quinta  still  resides^  while  her 
lord  continues  to  lead  a  solitary  &nd  listless 
life,  imtouched  as  yet  by  compassion  for 
her  idAe :  he  is  frequetiily  eDoountered  wdi^ 
dering  amid^  these  shades,  loobing  (doubt- 
less) extremely  ^^  sentimental,  melancholy 
and  gentlemanlike/'  I  forgot  to  ask  my 
informant,  whether  these  paabential  prisons 
were  likely  to  be  suppressed  %  the  Constitu* 
tionar  government ;    but  I  learnt  another 
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fieceiofintelKgeiice,  «t  miAfix  I  could  not 
fait  heartily  r^oioe,  ^thai  the  different 
firdersiof  nuns  and  flriairs  ivene  henceforward 
tf>  be  afoofished;  that  thk  coimnunttiea  at 
fxesexA  in  existenoewere  to  be  aUoiv«d  to 
die  a  natonl  deatk,  whiW  all  attt mpte  at 
ibtute  revival  would  be  pvniidied  wkl^  seve- 
tity.'*'  This  iqypears  to  be  oner  of^l^e  most 
wboksOBie  of  the  new  regi;ila^ns$  y^  I 
nought  not  to  foi^t  die  final  deatmction'Of 
the  Jnqnisition,  whidb  the  pi^eeent  nnnistaps 
liave  effected.  The  infernal  doimiion  of 
tUs  institntion  has  been  ded^ning  for  a  con- 
Tud^aUd  period  of  time^  and  most  persoiKs 
^ave.  allowed,  themselyes  to  imagine^  that  its 
irorst  atrocitiea  bad  come  to  a  conclusion^ 
iong  ^previous  to  the  yeceqt  Revohit^; 
^Vat  in  dus  supposition^  I  was  ^^iired  that 
iiieyhad  been  gready  mistaken;  for  only 
41  lew  imontiis  ha??e  el^psed^  since  several 
instantes^iof  tibemostdetestible  or«ielly  and 
ijijuatioe  are  said  to  have  be^n  brought  to 
light,  wideh  bttt  too  {^ainfyeraicedy  that  "the 
'Original  charaieter  of  the  inqi^siti^ii^as  by 
<no  means  changed* 

I  liav6  latdy  heard  several  anecdotes  of 
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i^netsA,  (Md  relking  inbiie  pardcidarly  lo 

ttbN^  m^nbetlB  <tf.a  ceitein  riok  atid  noUe 

^ootxM&t))  «ffaiefa  I  Oiill  Oottefeai}  diey  nair 

^«r  ttfty  iiot  be  true,  but  at  aU  eiireite'it  ie 

"patuftiitoool^iiipiate  faatnan  naUtveinsiioli 

^dSM^iil  cdlamrs  as  those  to  which  diey  attude: 

i^toi?  however,  of  a  mikkv  character,  I.  mil 

•rdate  to  yon;  for  its  simplicity  weU  delme- 

^tltes^e  49tate  of  opiitiDH  among  the  tMNapBon 

^p^optev  tti  t)eiq>0et  td  sud^iects  coimected 

wkb'ti^i^hi    lAn  English  lady  (hersetf  b 

'iifeenal,  'tkoiigh   gincere   Roman  .CkliiaUo) 

Md  itf  late  attempted  to  r^^M  witb  some 

6f  the  peasimtry  (whosemSder  dispositions 

jftHc^red  her  to  Yentttre^qpon  doing  so,  widt- 

06t  mk/^  th^  resentment),  and  to  peont 

mA  to  them  the  ^absurdity  of  their  pcayets 

when  addressed  io  samis — (to  luere  tdd 

"diein'  iiiat  sueh  a  prtfetioe  was  dn  reality 

fitrbiMen  by  the  Apostles  in  die  Gbspei, 

•wonld   have    been  frnitkss^  because   ihe 

Scriptures,  entire  and  uiiQ;dtilteimled^  are  ifor 

0ver  conceafed  firom  Aeir  perosali  by  the 

priests  of  their  peculiar  ehnrch  I) — erne  <ef 

these  rufi^i^  in  reply^  >exinressed  the  uni- 


y  Google 


92  OIKTRA. 

r&TBsl  sentiment  prevalent  among  them,  **  It 
18  proper  and  riglit^  (said  he^)  to  af^Iy  to 
the  sakitSy  when  we  want  any  thing;  they 
are  in  favour  wi  A  God,  and  can  (if  they  are 
pleased  with  our  offerings)  obtain  for  us 
every  good  gift.  With  regard  to  addressing 
oursdves  to  God  himself,  that  would  be  a 
very  fmiC7£9e  method  of  proceeding;  would 
any  prudent  person  present  a  request  to'  the 
^  king,  when  he  knows  that  his  ear  is  open  only 
to  the  persuasions  and  representations- of 
1^  fidalgos  who  surround  him?  now  the 
asunts  are  God's  fidalgos,  and  therefore  we 
pmy  to  them."  What  a  bUnd  and  unworthy 
idea  of  the  attributes  of  our  Great  Creator, 
-must  these  poor  people  entertain!  but  we 
should  not  condemn  them  too  severely;  for 
the  above  instance  proves,  that  at  least  the  sin 
of  Pharisaical  presumption  (too  commcm 
with  some  Protestants)  is  not  imputable  to 
them!  There  is  another  superstition  also, 
which  deserve^  mention,  relative  to  the  host; 
'  when  this  sacred  emblem  is  sent  for,  upon 
the  summons  of  a  sick  person,  divers  prog- 
nostics are  always  formed,  from  the  number 
of  persons  who  voluntarily  follow  the  pro- 
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cession  to  the  diMMr  of  the  penitent ;  if  mtmy, 

the  person  will  feeov^;  if  a/w,  hii  iUness 

will  be  of  a  Tiery  dangerous  Ba^lDe^  biit 

when  the  attendant  priests  onlff  are  seen, 

unaccompanied  by  any  lay  spectators^  ti^ 

events  it  is  infaUibly  pronounced^  will  be 

fatc^I,    How  horrible  is  the  custom  which 

universally  prevails  here^  of  su^riog  the 

street-  door  to  remain  open^  to  the  intnisioB 

of  every  rude  and  careless  observer^  when 

heggf^s  and  children  have  frequently  been 

known  tp  penetrate  unchidden,  into  the  veiy 

chamber  of  the  dying  person^  where  they 

are  allowed  to  stare  upon  the  agonies  of  the 

sufferer^  and  to  disturb  the  sacred  grief  i^f 

the  surviving  rdiatives!    Adieiju 
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LETTER  XIIL  - 

Cintra,  August  3^. 

Thb  Portugtiezegovetinneiit  has  hidl«»0> 
-been  generally  c^isured  for  an  extend  of 
bigotry^  unknown  among  other  ooi^noniid 
nalions.  I  am  ineMned  holveter  to  thtni^^ 
it  is  not  worse  than  what  now  exists  among 
the  Freneh^  (if  we  judge  frcmti  the  condMt 
pursued  by  &e  better  towards  TrotedtsmH 
even  as  lately  as  during  the  years  1&I&  tod 
1816^  in  the  south  of  France,  tdentiotied  1^ 
Mr.  Wilks);  nox^  am  I  without  a  attxitig 
hope,  that  the  sentiment  is  here  b^^ning 
very  rapidly  to  wear  away,  among  iM  classes 
of  people.  Individual  instances  to  the  eon- 
tSBty  are  at  the  same  time  frequently  to  be 
met  with ;  I  myself  heard  the  pope'i^  nuncio, 
"at  present  ia  the  neigfaboai?hood  of  this 
place,  very  rigorously  and  bitterly  spbken 
o^  as  a  faithless  recreant  to  his  holy  pro- 
fession and  office,  merely  because  he  was 
casually  met  tranquilly  walkhig  ni  the  co^l 
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of  the  eveningy  among  these  beautiful  scenes 
of  romantic  nature,  in  the  society  of  an  Eng- 
lish married  lady  of  a  certain  age,  whose 
reputation  for  propriety  of  conduct  in  every 
respect  stood  particularly  high;  and  this 
too,  when  there  were  one  or  two  more 
pey»ons  in  cM^Misy !  It  was  statedi  by  his 
censQSSj  that  it  was  againi^t  the  rules  of  bis 
ehuc^  to  mingle  in  the  society  of  femiJcA* 
AnDlh^  instance  of  a  similar  contractioB  of 
xtmdt>  J  cannot  help  mentioning;  it  has  in 
thf^  latt€ar  case  so  completdy  silenced  t^e 
soft^rcoeeof  plaading  humanity,  as  toinduee 
t^&tmfy  of  the  Romish  rdyigion,  now  resi- 
^niin  Porlugali  stiU  to  regiMfd  with  feeUngs 
<^  utmungled  a}jkotxemoe  the  venial  trespMs 
tifa  y0ung  girl,,  who,  about  twenty  y^acs 
^sincf^  eomwtted  in  their  eyes  an  imPBpiablg 
crime  aguivst  Heave]i»  in  flying  from  a  coao- 
vent  Yfhem  Ae  had  been  distamed  ^godmi 
ter  mcUnqHemJ  Aeircttwslanceof  amost 
4i6rribleji«(iii]>ey  which  occurred  during  lisr 
fiarfifipemfml  in  that  plaee,  so  giteady  io- 
'0ici^sedber;uQi^ex«nt  dislike  oi^^cmvantnal 
'hfe,  that-sbe^sefused  Sit  the  end  of  hev  p«>- 
iimAon  ta  asaume^  the  ^nal  vdl  r  her  rdbr 
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tions. however,  were  inexorable,  and,  in  the 
extremity  of  her  distress,  she  made  a  confi- 
dant of  her  married  sister,  whose  liberal 
ideas  of  true  religion  had  induced  her  to 
unite  her  fate  to  that  of  an  English  protes- 
tant,  and  who,  in  consequence  of  this  union, 
had  lost  Jn  a  great  degree  the  affection  and 
countenance  of  her  family.  This  friendly 
and  compassionate  couple  concerted  the 
mode  of  their  youthful  sister's  escape;  a 
lady,  who  was  going  to  England,  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  participation  of  the  secreti  and 
she  kindly  undertook  to  carry  her  off  in  her 
own  suite,  under  the  disguise  of  a  servant, 
the  captain  of  the  vessel  having  previously 
agreed  to  favour  her  evasion  by  receiving 
her  on  board;  but  alas!  when  the  moment 
of  active  exertion  arrived,  and  the  trem- 
bling victim  claimed  his  services,  coming  in 
an  open  boat  to  the  ship's  side,  he  allowed 
his  fears  of  the  Inquisition  to  get  the  better 
of  his  honour,  and  had  actually  the  in- 
humanity to  refuse  her  admittance;  but 
the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers  belonging 
to  another  English  ship  made  amends  for 
this  cruel   disappointment :    one    of  them 
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came  on  shore  the  same  evening)  and  calling 
upon  the  married  sister^  remarked  the  agi- 
taticm  of   her  spirits;    she  entrusted  the 
secret  to  his  compassionate  ear^  and  he^  with 
the  gallant  ardour  peculiar  to  an  English- 
man^  at  once  undertook  to  carry  the  fugitive 
safely  to  England^  and  to  deliver  her  as  soon 
as  possible  into  the  care  of  the  lady  to  whom 
I  have  already  alluded:  in  fact,  so  energetic 
and  prompt  were  his  measures,  that  the  first 
object  which  the  anxious  sister  beheld  th^ 
fiext  morning,  upon  rising,  was  the  ship, 
with  its  fuU  sails  spread,  and  the  well  known 
colours  of  England  floating  in  the  breeie, 
having  already  gained  the  &rthe8t  extremity 
of  tl^  Tagus,  bearing  rapidly  away  from 
the  shores  of  Portugal !    She  s^ed  a  tele- 
scope, and  after  a  short  period  of  harrowing 
suspense,  had  the  happiness  of  beholding 
it  pass  the  bar,  where  launching  out  into 
the  free  ocean^  it  was  soon  beyond  the  reach 
of  suspicion  or  pursuit !     The  whole  affiiir 
was  managed  with  singular  prudence  and 
address,  for  no  distrust  subsequently  attach- 
ed to  the  contrivers  of  the  escape;  had  this 
bejsn  otlierwi^e,  they  would  inevitably  have 

VOL.  !•  H 
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fallen  victims  to  the  resentment  of  the  In- 
quisition r  the  fugitive  arrived  safely  in 
that  generous  country,  so  often  the  refuge 
of  the  persecuted  and  afflicted,  and  was 
afterwards  hajipily  married  to  a  man  of 
good  fortune.  The  circumstance  at  which 
I  hinted  in  the  commencement  of  this  story, 
which  so  much  aggravated  the  horror  of 
the  young  novice,  would  form  a  fit  subject 
for  a  melancholy  romance.  A  lady,  not 
many  years  older  than  herself,  with  whom 
i^he  h&d  contracted  a  passionate  friendship, 
had  been  compelled  by  the  intrigues  of  her 
relations,  to  break  off  a  marriage  with  a 
deserving  object  to  whom  she  was  deeply 
attached,  and  to  take  the  veil  in  the  same 
convent.  The  means  adopted,  to  effect 
this  sacrifice,  were  fabricated  accounts  of 
the  infidelity  of  the  lover ;  she  had  scarcely 
pronounced  the  extorted  vow,  ere  the  young 
man  found  means  to  convince  her  of  the 
falsehood  of  all  which  had  been  alleged 
against  him;  and  the  lady,  after  infinite 
'  combats,  between  affection  for  her  lover  and 
dread,  of  discovery,  at  length  formed  the 
desperate  resolution  of  escaping  with  him 
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from  the  convent^  intending,  should  their 
plan  succeed^  to  fly  to  some  happier  and 
more  liberal  country,  where  they  might  be 
united.    Alas !  she  was  discovered,  and  con- 
demned to  be  inclosed  between  two  walls,  in 
the  same  manner  with   Constance  in  the 
poem  of  Marmion,  there  to  endure  a  linger- 
ing  and  miserable  death  b/  inanition! — 
While  her  previous  trial  was  still  going  on, 
which  lasted  for  several  weeks,  she  was 
immured  in  a  cell,  situated  in  a  remote  part 
of  the  convent;  her  more  fortunate  young 
friend  had  at  this  time  nearly  finished  her 
noviciate;  she  had  been  attacked  with  an 
indisposition  which  confined  her  to  her  own 
cell,  during  the  performance  of  this  tragedy, 
and  upon  inquiring  after  her  recovery  for 
the  senhora,  was  told  by  the  superior  that 
she  had  suddenly  expired.    Some  days  af- 
terwards, in  the  height  of  her  regret,  as  she 
was  accidentally  passing  the  before  men- 
tioned cell  of  despair,  she  was  startled  by  a 
faint  groan ;  it  burst  from  the  overcharged 
bosom  of  the  person  she  so  fondly  lan^ented ! 
She  knew  the  voice,    and  in  a  moment, 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  her 
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companion's  sad  story.  From  that  evenings 
she  contrived  (by  means  too  tedious  to  re- 
late) to  effect  frequent  meetings,  and  here 
the  unhappy  friends  used  to  pass  many  an 
undiscovered  moment  of  melancholy  conver- 
sation. ^'  Adieu,  my  dear  Flora,"  said  the 
captive,  one  night,  upon  taking  leave  of  her 
companion  in  misfortune  at  the  usual  hour^ 
"  I  fear  we  shall  never  meet  again!  I  have 
a  presentiment  that  I  speak  to  you  for  the 
last  time."  The  event  too  fatally  justified 
her  mysterious  words;  for  upon  her  cell 
being  opened  the  followng  morning,  she 
was  found  lifeless,  drowned  in  her  own 
blood,  having  destroyed  herself  in  an  access 
of  despair.  It  is  dreadful  to  think  of  the 
abuse  of  power  which  has  until  now  existed 
in  this  church.  Formerly,  whole  families 
of  younger  children  were  perpetually  sacri- 
ficed, and  compelled  to  wear  out  their  lives 
in  the  austere  seclusion  of  a  cloister,  merely 
to  aggrandize  the  elder  son;  and  I  am  as- 
sured that  it  has  repeatedly  happened,  that 
Portugueze  youths,  thus  persecuted,  have 
no  sooner  taken  the  forced  vows  required 
of  themi  than  they  have  once  more  knelt. 
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before  the  same  profaned  altar^  for  the 
purpose  of  swearing  (in  secret)  to  take  the 
most  horrible  methods  of  revenge  upon  their 
tyrants,  even  though  the  latter  were  the 
authors  of  their  existence!  Revenge  has 
long  been  asserted  by  universal  report,  to 
be  a  leading  feature  in  the  character  of  this 
people;  another,  is  said  to  be  the  sudden 
and  extreme  irascibility  of  their  temper, 
upon  comparatively  slight  provocation ;  the 
latter  appears,  from  all  we  have  been  able 
to  gather,  to  be  wearing  away;  but  the 
former  still  continues  to  manifest  itself  in 
the  basest  and  most  cowardly  manner* — 
There  is  a  village  on  the  shores  of  the 
Tagus,  near  Lisbon,  consisting  of  rude  huts, 
inhabited  solely  by  the  families  of  fishermen, 
where  both  quaUties  are  sometimes  carried 
to  a  tremendous  excess.  These  people  are 
represented  to  us,  as  being  almost  in  a  savage 
state:  they  keep  themselves  distinct  from 
all  other  classes,  and  in  consequence  of  their 
hardy  active  mode  of  life,  the  bracing  in- 
fluence of  the  sea  air,  and  the  effect  of  better 
food  than  is  usually  enjoyed  by  the  pea- 
santry, (as  they  always  get  good  bread  and 


y  Google 


102  CINTRA* 

fresh  fish^)  are  a  remarkably  athletic  fine 
race.  Their  mud-walled  huts,  covered  with 
reeds,  or  straw,  (somewhat  resembling  those 
of  the  lower  Irish,)  are  built  upon  heaps 
of  sand  and  shingle,  and  washed  by  a  surge, 
which  frequently  dashes  against  the  rocky 
shore  with  the  most  awful  grandeur  and 
angry  force.  It  is  accounted  rather  hazard- 
ous to  visit  this  colony,  the  inhabitants  being 
so  easily  offended :  and  when  one  of  them 
only  is  provoked,  it  is  usual  for  the  whole 
community  to  rush  out  to  his  assistance,  and 
to  support  his  cause,  (whether  just  or  other- 
wise,) by  the  powerful  eloquence  of  clubs 
and  stones.  Their  children  are  remarkably 
handsome,  generally  speaking,  and  wilder 
than  the  free-born  winds  and  waves!  The 
parents  themselves  are  often  fine  models  of 
fierce  beauty  atid  strength;  I  have  seen  a 
family  of  them,  who  formed  the  most  pic-, 
turesque  group  I  ever  beheld:  the  husband, 
bronzed  by  his  frequent  buffeting  against 
sun  and  storm,  had  regular,  well  chiselled 
features,  teeth  white  as  snow,  dark  flashing 
eyes,  deepset,  and  shaded  by  a  heavy  fall  of 
shadowy  lashes,  and  marked  brows,  whose 
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exfuression  was  that  of  deternvned  hardi- 
boojd  BJad  ifidependence  of  spirit:  bis  hair, 
of  the  deepest  shade  of  sunny  bvown,  played 
round  his  &£e,  and  fell  in  long  thick  iiB^ets 
upon  his  shoulders.    The  wife  rose  rathef 
above  the  middle  height  of  women;  her 
figure^  without  being  in  the  smallest  degree 
bony,  or  clumsy  in  its  proportions,  was  the 
perfcK^tion  of  springing  energy  and  healtfaiul 
vigour;    and  I  particularly  remarked'  the 
beauty  of  her  naked  legs  and  feet,  which 
might  have  emulated  thQj^  of  an  Atalaotai 
upon  her  head,  graceftilly  erect,  she  carried 
a  large  heavy  pitcher,  apparendy  withoul 
effort,  balancing  it,  devoid  of  any  assistaiice 
from  her  hand3,  which  were  emfdoyed  in 
bearing  a  basket,  and  some  of  the  fishing 
nets:  her  features  (particularly  wh(^  viewed 
in  profile)  were  delicately  formed,  upon  the 
true  Greek  model,  while  her  cb^kis  pale  as 
marble,   and   of  a  beautiful  oval  contour^ 
gave  her  altogether  an  appearance  of  clas- 
sical elegance ;  their  children  played  around 
them;  dark-eyed,  sallow,  yet  not  uninterest- 
ing little  urchins,  one  of  them  with  rich 
curled  hair  like  that  of  the  father,  and  all 
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of  them  nearly  destitute  of  clothing  of  any 
sort:  we  saw  (at  a  distance)  the  hamlet  to 
which  they  belonged,  at  the  time  when  we 
first  entered  the  harbour  of  Lisbon.  One 
of  the  fishermen  came  on  board  our  vessel, 
with  fish  to  sell,  habited  in  his  gala  costume, 
as  it  was  the  eve  of  the  festival  of  St.  John ; 
I  did  not  think  it  either  ungracefiil  or  iH-^ 
chosen;  the  chief  peculiarity  lay  in  the 
bright  scarlet  vest  or  waistcoat,  ornamented 
profusely  with  small  gilt  buttons  of  a  filligree 
pattern,  resembling  those  worn  at  Talavera 
in  Spain.  This  worthy  had  an  acute  sharp 
expression  of  countenance,  and  piercing 
black  eyes,  which  were  always  in  quick  and 
restless  motion,  and  placed  so  near  together 
in  the  head,  that  they  conveyed  the  idea  of 
a  monkey  to  my  mind;  his  fish  was  excel- 
lent; but  he  attempted  {as  usucd^  we  were 
told)  to  impose  most  outrageously  upon  the 
purchaser. 

You  are  to  remember,  that  all  these 
digressive  anecdotes  have  arisen  from  the 
original  conversation  which,  in  the  beginning  < 
of  my  letter,  I  was  holding  with  you,  upon 
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the  subject  of  Portugueze  bigotry.  I  have 
rambled  widely  from  the  former  path,  and 
know  not  how  to  regain  it  with  propriety; 
yet  I  have  still  something  more  to  say  upon 
that  topic — I  wilj.  reserve  it  for  another  op- 
portunity. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

Cintra,  August. 

The  shady  solitude  of  the  quinta  of  the 
fountain  is  become  my  daily  resource.  I 
lately  heard  a  droll  anecdote  of  the  viliage 
poet,  hexey  who  frequently  comes  to  drink 
of  the  same  salubrious  waters;  whether 
they  answer  his  purpose  as  well  as  those  of 
Helicon,  I  know  not ;  but  /  have  experi- 
enced the  cacoethes  scribendi  in  a  greater 
degree  than  usual,  since  I  have  accustomed 
myself  to  their  use ;  you  shall  have  one  of 
my  reveries  in  rhyme,  by  this  letter;  but 
first  I  must  go  on  with  my  anecdote  respect- 
ing the  bard  of  Cintra,  for  whom  I  have 
often  been  on  the  watch,  expecting  to  see 
him  wandering  about,  (as  I  then  supposed,) 
like  ipelancholy  Jaques,  pondering  by  the 
mossy  brink  of  the  fountain,  or  muttering 
his    wayward    fancies    to    the   woods   and 
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rocks;     but   my  interest  is  now  quite  ex- 
tinct;   for  I  have  heard  that  be  is  so  &r 
unlike    a    true    son    of  the    Muse>    (who 
should  live  chiefly  upon  airf)  as  to  be  a 
great  glutton,  and  more  particularly  fond  of 
plumpudding:   Poetry  and  pudding!  what 
a  horrible  alliteration!   they  ought  always 
to  be  kept  "  far  as  the  poles  asunder."    This 
personage  is  rather  a  mauvais  sujet,  and  has 
of  late    fallen   into    fresh  disgrace,  upon 
account  of  a  little  bourgeoise  from  Lisbon, 
who  is  stajingfpr  her  health,under  the  hospi- 
table protection  of  a  Scotch  catholic  &mily, 
now  resident  in  Cintra.    With  this  little 
monkey,  (for  although  forward  enough  in 
some  respects,  her  age  does  not  reach  four- 
teen,) he  had  struck  up  a  fierce  flirtation, 
which  went  on  unheeded  by  the  family,  for 
some  time ;  but  it  was  now  and  then  remark- 
ed, that  the  sweetmeats^  fruit,  cakes,  and 
other  dainties,  vanished  from  the  pantry,  in 
a  most  unaccountable  way ;   at  length,  the 
secret  was  unravelled,  by  the  housekeeper, 
one  luckless  mornings  at  peep  of  dawn,  who 
pounced  upon  the  young  lady,  just  as  she 
was  dismissing  the  poet,  from  the  door  of 
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the  house^  after  a  tender  farewell  embraeei 
who  on  his  part  had  his  mouth  (not  his 
heart)  too  full  to  reply  to  this  pathetic  de- 
monstration of  affection !  In  his  hand,  were 
the  last  remains  of  a  fried  plumpudding, 
which  had  been  missed,  as  usual,  the  night 
before.  The  sequel  may  easily  be  imagined. 
The  damsel  is  to  be  sent  blEtck  to  Lisbon, 
the  poet  has  returned  to  his  accustomed 
slender  fare,  and  the  pantry  ha6  been  pad- 
locked, eyer  since.  I  know  not  whether 
the  present  is  not  rather  an  un&vourable 
moment  to  introduce  my  lucubration,  which 
was,  I  assure  you,  the  offspring  of  real 
melancholy,  and  depression  of  spirit.  Be 
assured  however,  that  if  these  impressions 
were  not  transient^  and  proceeding  partly 
from  physical  causes,  I  should  not  run  the 
risk  of  paining  you,  by  thus  offering  their 
expression  to  your  sight. 

THE  EXILE'S  LAMENT. 

Yes !  lovely  is  this  foreign  land ; 
Sublime  the  mountain^  hit  the  vale ; 
Rich  are  yon  orange  groves^  and  bland 
The  perfumed  breath  of  every  gale. 
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Then  wherefore  sinks  my  wayward  heart? 
What  means  this  ever  rising  sigh  ? 
Can  scenes  like  these,  no  joys  impart  ? 
What  wouldst  thou  more  ?  sad  heart,  reply ! 

Tis  home  alas !  that  I  desire, 
Thither  my  absent  spirit  strays. 
While  on  my  trembling  lips  expire, 
Th*  unconscious  words  of  hollow  praise  1 

While  here  I  rest  in  myrtle  bowers. 

Overshadowed  by  the  purple  vine, 

I  sadly  think  on  happier  hours, 

That  once,  'midst  humbler  shades,  were  mine ! 

And  when  the  foreign  tongue  I  hear. 
Or  on  the  stranger's  visage  dwell, 
I  turn  to  hid^  the  ready  tear. 
And  check  the  grief  I  may  not  tell ! 

No  well-known  voice  to  me  replies, 
No  parent's  look  of  love  I  meet. 
No  friend's  warm  smile  can  bless  my  eyes ; 
The  wandering  Exile,  who  shall  greet? 

Here,  'mid  these  scenes  so  "rich  and  rare,*' 
With  wild  romantic  beauty  blest, 
Foul  murder  stalks,  with  sullen  stare. 
And  vice,  unblushing,  rears  her  crest! 
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Here  superstition  reigns  supreme, 
Absolving  deeds  of  sin  and  shame ; 
Here  slothiul  monks  supinely  dream, 
Disgracing  sweet  religion's  name  1 

Surrounded  by  a  listless  race, 
The  sallow  children  of  the  soil,     . 
Tis  rare  the  ruddy  cheek  I  trace 
Of  labour,  warm  with  healthful  toil. 

I  view  the  straw-roofd  cot  no  more, 
Where  industry  and  neatness  dwell ; 
No  trim-kept  garden's  fragant  store. 
Here  tempts  the  bee  to  build  her  cell ! 

Oh  I  I  am  sick  of  many  a  grief. 
To  hard  ambitious  hearts  unknown ; 
Wealth's  futile  hope  gives  no  relief; 
What  would  I  then  ? — ^my  home  alone ! 

Smit  with  ;the  thought  of  home,  I  pine ; 
Nor  absent,  know  the  name  <rf' joy, 
Save  when  I  think  that  still  are  mine, 
My  husband  and  my  blooming  boy. 

Oh  that  within  our  country's  breast. 
To  us  a  tranquil  home  were  giv'n, 
Where  we  from  life's  rude  storms  might  rest, 
And  gently  steal  from  earth  to  Heav'n ! 
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LETTER  XV. 

Cintra,  August. 

Some  customs  of  the  Portugueze  appear 
strange  indeed;  in  the  eyes  of  an  English 
person!  The  manner  in  \?hich  young 
children  are  fed,  particularly  surprizes  me ; 
their  food  (more  especially  for  break&st) 
consists  of  a  sort  of  pap,  composed  of  bread, 
water,  garlic,  and  oil;  the  latter  (made  in 
thi^  country)  is  uniformly  strong  and  rancid, 
tis  they  prefer  it  of  thkt  iSavour,  to  the  fine 
Florence  or  Lucca  oils,  saying  "  those  have 
no  taste."  Oil  of  another  sort  is  neverthe- 
less produced)  from  their  native  olive, -which 
is  pure  and  excellent ;  but  this^  for  the  same 
reason,  is  generally  undervalued  among  all 
classes.  The  Portugueze  imagine  this  worse 
than  Spartan  broth,  to  be  remarkably  whole- 
some, and  appropriate  to  the  delicacy  of  an 
infant's  stomach!  Then  the  quantity  of 
cold  water,  which  most  people  drink  during 
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the  day,  is  beyond  all  belief;  I  am  afraid 
to  mention  it,  lest  I  should  be  suspected  of 
the  well  known  fault  of  travellers  /  Women 
in  the  higher  and  middling  classes,  (and 
people,  more  particularly  foreigners,  who 
come  to  settle  here,)  suffer  a  great 
deal  from  weakness  of  digestion,  and  other 
disorders  incident  to  a  sedentary  mode  of 
life.  Embonpoint,  or  rather  decided  fat,  is 
greatly  admired ;  and  some  people  imagine 
that  the  habit  of  swallowing  such  large 
draughts  of  water,  (provoked  in  some 
measure  by  the  quantity  of  luscious  swee^ 
meats  they  eat,)  produces  this,  e&ct ;  sugar 
beinggenerally.allowed  to  fatten  the  human 
frame;  but  then  what  a  fat !  white,  unwhole- 
some, and  devoid  of  that  firmness,  which 
belongs  to  health  alone !  I  have  seen  figures 
which  appeared  as  if  in  the  last  stage  of  a 
dropsy,  and  I  cannot  conceive  how  persons 
in  their  senses,  can  think  or  call  them  beau- 
tiful. 

A  lady,  whose  visit  I  returned  this  morn- 
ing, had  lately  taken  a  ramble  in  the  moun- 
tains, to  see  the  celebrated  Cork  convent, 
mentioned  by  every  body  who  has  ever 
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resided   in   the  neighbourhood  of  Cintra. 
She  was  shocked  at  the  humiditj^  of  the 
cells  appointed  for  the  brotherhood,  which 
rather  resemble  the  lairs  of  wild  beasts,  than 
habitations  proper  for  the  abode  of  hutnto 
creatnres ;  speaking  the  language  with  flu- 
ency, she  entered  into  conversation  with  one 
of  the  monks,  a  young  man,  who  appeared 
out  of  health,  and  very  melancholy.    She 
inquired  if  he  was  dull  in  this  sequestered 
and  gloomy  residence?  to  which  he  replied 
with  a  ^sigh,  ^  I  am  not  very  happy,  cer- 
tainly!"   '''Let 'me  intreat  you  to  answer 
me  witli  candour,^  pursued  his  inquisitive 
visitor ;  **  did  you  enter  this  community  of 
your  own  accord,  or  were  you  forced  into 
taking  the  vows  ?"    "  Alas !"  said  he,  *'  my 
parents  dedicated  me  to  a  monastic  life,  when 
I  was  m  the  cradle !"    This  has  been  but 
too  common,  both  in  Spain  and  Portugal. 
The  little  victims,  when  able  to  walk,  are 
immediately  clothed  in  mikiiature  habits  of 
the  order  of  monks  to  which  thdy  are  des- 
tined to  belong,  and  which  they  constandy 
wear;  I  myself  have  seen  a  little  boy,  (the 
younger  son  of  a  noble  famHy,)  vnth  the 
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emMli^bk  faeadiihavM^M  he'vastiittendtfd 
tbi^tlM' pnegOioo^  The  |k>o»:tliobbof  the 
dc^k-  Mtiveirt  has  mur  imi  :<)|>poft«i»f^'To£ 
^uttlbif  hir  ttustete  cotifiiienienl^i^  be  wifthes 
to  do  Mr;  but  ttiost  proHiibly  ke' batf  ^fie^ 
leamt  any  thing  \rbich  nA^t  ^€>£  u9e^iio 
hfan  in  the  worM^  has  acqMrtsd  hildtB  4§ 
kidolence  which  woidd  unfit. hmrfiromi^toiip 
ing  a  subsmtencei  and  his  h^aJIbiS'^m^A^ 
lady  described,)  ruined  by  tte  absurd(;|Hiir» 
vations  imposed  upon  him^  hy  ^^pawtvied 
idea  of  reHgious  duty.  The  brothen  of  dm 
order  are  not  allowed  to  eat  meat  at'any 
timei  and  they  fast  often,  even  from^ltheli 
usual  scanty  fare;  that  they  Ao^oin0iim0$ 
break  through  so  needlesib  a  prohftitidK;  is 
however  well  known ;  the  same  lady^iwbostf 
telent  for  cross-questioning  was  equal  ki 
ikoLt  of  a  lawyer,  inquired  of  the  youpgimin^ 
*'  miiedier  it  was  forbidden  also  fdr  them^te 
dtess  meatt"  ''  No/'  said  he,-^  nddun^b 
said  i^ainst  our  cooking  meat," — *''  yottnow 
and  then  tlress  it  I  suppose  ?"—**  yei,  vmjy 
seldom."  '' Andafteritisdrest^whatluqiiwdks 
th^  ?"— «  Oh,  we — certainly  we  da  go  a  ntsp 
&rtber,  and  eat  it  also ;  but  very  r^efy^^MB 
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I khvejtold ]K>iiib«&fe»  fi>r  U i$ ngoJa^tpH!; 
ndei^i.^a^d  tbeeofipre  $in{y.."'^8o*lw>o0«t.j| 
nonBesmm  surprised  «»  well  as  ploaaeii  jU9 
ftodHvesa^  and;  doubtleps  k  spoke  wcA.foi; 
the  jnatwrtd  «iniC€$rilgr  of  t^  unfiMrtunate  2*6^ 
f^biaiav  >Sei^e(ral»iuishave^l8mtoldjaYa]]«d 
tbem$0l!s^s  of  the  pennisaion  now  given^  to 
qmt^beir  owKfeiHs;  dkging  tbat  th^  hi4 
b^n  jeoQip^Ued  to  assume  the  veil ;  but  such 
m4;aiioe&  ^  atSl  rare. 

Iimnepibeff  hai^g  Ibrmerly  told  you  in 
one  of  my  letters^  that  I  ahould  abstain  firom 
mentioning  tnmek  of  what  I  heard  relative  to 
jdie  clergy  here,  fix>m  a  motive  of  delicaey^ 
ariaiii^  frommy  beingmyself  of  the  protestant 
fextMAmm.;  and  I  assure  you,  I  still  adh^ne 
lo^jily  resolution,  notwithstanding  aU  whioh 
I  h«ve,^id  oenceming  them.  It  is  a  painr 
fid,  -sujqect  to  the  teidy  christian  observer^ 
v^ether  ^e  belong  to  one  or  the  odieir 
^mrdhr!  Modes  of  worship,  forms,  an^ 
ecaremonies,  may  differ  in  each,  and  purity  x^ 
faifeh  be  preserved  in  one,  more  decidedly 
dpan  in  the  other,  but  the  grand  features  of 
-  tme  Christianity  are  for  ever  the  $ame  ;  and  I 
am ^ure  both  protestants  and  QMhfli^Jof 
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IdrttMnlife  and  dbpoitidtti  nmstte  eqUldty 
shdcked  at  tbe  crimes  to*  vJiicb  I' hairfc 
alhided» 

The  women  here  wear  scares);  bngr  pet^ 
caatSy  even  in  wia^ber,  and  fiome  ol  the  lower 
datses  hene  whatarer^  contentbg^hemselTea 
im£k  lim  cheoniBe^  covered  oniy^by^the^avm. 
The  latter  neveir  iMenif ht-^apfii^aaid«tog^tiH 
tonAnm  the  teei^al;  fiishion  of  deepkig  ix^^ 
state  of  nature,  considanng'^Iotbes,  Avitiag 
Ike  nighty  as  equally  uaiwli<^osi6«id  lume- 
oessary .  Both  sexes  •  adopt  •  tlu6 .  ptaotic^. 
My infevmant  went  one  mornbiglaitriyy  to 
visit  a  lady  in  Lisbon  t  upoft  entoring^  Ifae 
room-  sh^  (being  still  in  bed,)  invited  her 
tfMt<w  to  sit  down  by  her  side,  and-  arising 
ttetn  her  piHow*  embraced  her;  the  latter 
stMied  inveluwlarily  back,  fer-thelady  was 
fMrr^^^ifyimolothed ! — but  diis^  I  beliaye>  does 
not  extepd  to  the  -better  educated  and  m^re 
v^nad  classes  of  society*  The  nobility  (uii- 
^ce  those  of  Spain,  who,  in  the  daya  of  Cer- 
irantes,  left  the  custom  io  the  coinn&m  peo- 
ple,) universally  eat  a  great  ded  of  gadtc 
«nd^  aniseed,  and,-  in  consequenee^  the 
ooar%  whisper  of  the  highest  bred  Fidalgo, 
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diSbrs.  Mt  «t.all  fitMn  iht  coarse  boeathiof 
Ihe  tn^nest-iaeefaanb-or  pea^nt-^iivnllbe 
easily  imagined  that  neither  resembles  the 
pecfinmed  gde  of  Aralna  I 

Nothing  can  be  more  micomfcMrtdble  to  m 

43trimgev  in  Portugal,  than  the  beds;  their 

Gs^one  hardness^feally  ii3t}urD8  rather  tli«i 

nastfrxtiMs  bones  (especially  thoro  of  a  thin 

|>ersQn).     But  the  custom  seems  umversal, 

■and  it  is  impossiUe  to  obtain  any  rdiefi 

unlessyoiLsend  to  Efi^ndjforabair  mattress. 

I  have  before  mentioned,  that  beauty  appears 

rare  among  the  inhabitants  of  Lisbon ;  and 

that  in  families  of  high  rank,  it  is  still  less 

fveqitent.    In  the  latter  instance,  this  may  be 

easily  explained,  by  the  invariable  custom, 

among  the  Fidalgos,  of  marrying  only  willi 

the  families  of  each  other,  and  very  frequently 

of  in^^ermarrying  with  flieir  near  relations. 

By  these  means  they  preserve  the  purity  of 

their  blood,  and  perpetuate  the  defects  of 

their  persons  from  generation  to  generation. 

One  of  the  late  kings  of  Portugal  was  united 

to  his  aunt,  for  the  former  reason. 

The  extreme  familiarity  of  this  people  with 


y  Google 


Vrs 


CINTRA. 


their  domestics  strikes  an  English  person  at 
first  sight  in'  a  fbrdble  tnAriner  f  and  It  is 
somewhat  difficult  to  reconcile  siich  a  mode 
of  conduct  with  their  inherent  arrogance  of 
hirth.  In  the  present  state  of  society  in 
England,  a  similar  behaviour  would  be 
attended  with  considerable  inconvehienc^ ; 
yet  I  certainly  think,  that  even  there,  gt^ter 
benevolence  and  kindness  of  manner  between 
master  and  servant  would  be  more  consonant 
to  the  dictates  of  liberal  policy,  and  true 
Christianity. 

Adieu, 
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,  r  <A^.^^  ^  fortnight  of  prolonged  absenc^, 
^ffpqp  Q£|^cial  duties  at  Lisbon,  Mr.  B.  is  ju^t 
^e|3jgi^e4  ^  Cintra,  and  has,  as  well  as  myseif^ 
,^^f:^^P^ed  two  gejatlemen  of  his  acqiudnt- 
,^1196  in  an  interesting  expedition,  to  pay  a 
,  morning  visit  to  the  venerable  Principal  of 
P.prti^al,  *^  Freire,"  at  his  retired  quinta,  a 
few  miles  distant  from  Cintra.  We  rode  upon 
B&rros,*  and,  setting  off  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  braved  the  rays  of  an  almost 
vertical  sun;  but  the  latter  was  tempered  by 
a  strong  breeze  from  the  sea,  and  it  was  worth 
while  to  make  some  effort,  in  order  to  see  so 
celebrated  and  so  worthy  a  character.  '  The 
road  led  us  among  the  surrounding  moun- 
tains, for  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  from 
whence  we  bad  fine  views  of  the  romantic 
neighbourhood.    Towards  the  end  of  our 
journey  we  re-entered  the  usual  tawny  disa- 
greeable flat  country,  which  incloses  the  more 
favoured  valley  of  Cintra.    As  we  rode  along, 
•  Mules. 
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tborgenllemen  geu^ttsihe  cnatKneof'Fnsc^s 
bi$tory^— He  is  "  Prmrip^f  u  title  oFsuch 
bigh  eeclesiastieal  dignity^  «s  to  be  seeond 
only  to  that  of  "  JRo^riarcA.".  The  latter 
bpl^ur  bas  be^ot  qS^ip^Xo  bbn^tyFi^ei  hf  tbe 
\jpgv  bpit.bahas^OQM^ptly^^fiiiiedi^^^  iq^^n 
motives  of  the  laost  aq)^  jeiiiipMfilgr. ;  Wfam 
the  B^yol^Mipp  w«&fir^ieipiunm<^ibjis|^^ 
^nd  re^gi.ws:^b#r^jter  jtt^  9oik^  &^ 
tbe^?lefpr^[iers4on4clerjed  b}9j9aiw#$4irti9i9ir 
<)f  j^trie^b)  .aad  sfMured  iM>i0iiertbi]is  tta  #!>* 
t^  its  sanction.  Upop  beiBg  a»lieit4d  .49 
jpin  tb^  pE^rty»  ai^  iifter  baviog  ^ecbuid' 
lM^4]y^  tb^t  bis  p^th  to  tbeJdn;  umiU  for 
eYser  ,predude  bim  fro^i  taking  ^wy  /«»^*iw 
Ifiqrt  mX^.  New  Camtiti|jkijpt)«>e,i4d«d^tbiilt 
be  would  epjpwt/tp  giig^.  tbeia  ihe  c<^uil^ 
nance  ,qi  bi^  teipporary  pfesei^ce  in  iimx 
cwi:i$^lj^98'b0:tbi>«!gbt  bis^^it^BsiYe  influome 
n^bt,b§  pf  ^ryip^  in  reftmiping  imyaft«of 
Yipjepce  or  cfipi^t  Npr  did  tbe.  good  nuin 
pyi^rr^tejbis  pei^pii^iire  ppwer$i  for  be  w&s  so 
highly  respected  hycdlparties^  ^  to  be  pf  esr 
sopt^l  p^p  in  tbe  way,  bp  pxpected.  Thropgh 
bis  n^ild  and  equitable  advicpj  the  envious 
and  secretly  hostile  feeling  of  the  Poi;tu- 
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^daiirQs.ouv'tuHtion^xtreffiiely.    Hedlmtlgly 
depn^aAed  tlie  abisafd  poUcy  of  quarr^ 
mg  ifitb  Wi  aodably  pointed  out  the  taridu^ 
vasr  in  wfaicbjt  would  beii^our  pfmcrto 
^Mik  tba  Portiigiaese,  ifooe^esdy  provdued 
loiBm.paiipkfel  a  trial  of  superioriiy.    When 
ijui  G0xte6  thought  it  neeessary  to  their 
fifstwre  plans  taremoTo  from  their  coannanda 
^icee  .Bac^s^i  officers  who  bad.  spent  dieir 
Ubod,  ami  employed  their  military  know* 
fedge  in  de&nce  of  Portugal^  he  did  aU  in 
his  power  to  ^oppose  the  measi&e^  upon  a 
prmeqpleof  generous  gratittde — but  whether 
tbe  latter  adrice  was  equally  remai^able  for 
^otmd  naihfuU  poUeg,  may  perhaps  be  a 
question:  eeartainitiSythatsineenatiTeoffieers 
have  been  employed  to  command  the  army, 
mudi  of  its  discipline,  and  consequently  of  its 
dSbotive  power^  has  already  begun  to  &U 
off-^wfaat  eventual  results  this  circumstance 
may  produce,  time  only  can  evince — on  the 
other  hand,  Patriotic  feeling  seems  to  sanc- 
tion the  promotion  of  native  commanders,  in 
preference  to  foreigners,  however  excellent 
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fdo^B  not  fid  within  the  province  of  women 
Ifodiscoss  with  so  much  propriety  as  mimy 
^ber&--let  us  return  to  the  amiable  Princir 
foL  Liberal  and  enlightened  in  hfe  rdijgf* 
iMtis  sentiments,  he  openly  avowed  his  opiniffia 
that  the  wealth  and  power  of  the  superior 
idergy  was  carried  to  a  most  improper  h^igb^ 
and  upon  learning  that  their  revenues  hft^ 
•been  reduced  by  the  Cortes,  <Hie  Iburlli 
of  their  former  amount,  he  said,  ^'  the  lifter 
had  been  extremely  temperate  and  moderate 
in  the  decision,"  and  that,  **  he  himself  had 
expected  the  revenues  would  have  been  cur- 
tailed by  the  half. — And,  for  his  own  part, 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied  wiU)  a  reduced  in- 
come .*'  What  a  striking  (and  I  fear  a  singu- 
lar) contrast  does  this  apostolic  conduct  pre- 
sent, to  the  pride,  bigotry  and  rapacity  of 
many  among  his  dignified  brethren !— The 
late  unfortimate  General  Frdre  was  his 
relation,  and  he  was  described  to  us,  as  having 
been  an  equally  respectable  and  amiable  cha- 
racter— some  have  thought  him  the  Rm^l 
of  Portugal !  He  died  a  martyr  to  the  inte- 
rests of  his  country,  having  expiated  the 
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eritoedf  patrttfem  upon  the  scaffoM,  alk)iit 
Ibiir  years  ago  f— You  may  recoDect,  ihat,  kt 
tbat  period,  a  desrre  to  effectuate  the  d^ 
veditiee  of  Portugal  frcmi  the  worse  than 
Turkish  despotism  of  the  old  goyenunenlly 
firBt  manifested  itself  in  the  north  of  the 
country ;  at  Oporto  more  particularly,  wher^ 
*ifhie  'peoj^  are  said  to  be  superior,  in  mord 
Reeling  and  sensibility,  to  those  of  Lisbon  and 
ils  envhrons*      They  assimilate  also  mudi 
laearer  to  the  English  residents,  in  the  neat* 
ness  and  industry  of  their  habits.  The  town 
'itself  is  cleaner  and  more  commodious  than 
lidbon,  and  ihe  race  of  inhabitants,  generidly 
conaid^^red,  more  worthy  of  bdng  rescued 
ftiom  the  trammels  of  ignorance  and  oppres- 
sion.     General  Freire,  was  one  of  these 
palriols — every  opprol»ous  epithet  it  is  pos- 
-cable  to  conceive,  has  been  applied  to  his 
name,  for  he  failed  in  his  attempts ;  "  Savi- 
our,   patriot,    hero,    guardian,   God,"  are 
'among  the  appellations  of  the  present  set  of 
reformers^  for  they  have  succeeded  in  theirs! 
and  yet  they  are  inferior  in  everyway  U> 
Freire.    Thus,  it  frequently  happens,  that 
'  circumstances  decide  all ;  and  the  self  same 
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jm$fwkjpipmfUie  /  liatnigjreesived  yitfae^e 
VolnnanpiificbUdbi  relative  to  tbefai&ifly^iM' 
neotioas  sohd  Ae  character  of.  the  Prind]^ 
W«  couU  hardly  fiul  in  lookiiig  upote' tUi 
Tsit  as  an  interesting  event  of  ourlives^  ani 
were  impatijeat  to  reach  the  retreat  iof  ^so 
much  unassuming  worth.  We  "Wete^&^f^ 
nate  in  finding  him  at  home,  sittings  in  Itii 
morning  country  dishabille^  wkh.  anetbdt 
.victor,  whose  equipa^  we  bad  observed  in 
the  court  yard,  as  we  entered*  TUs  was 
onet  of  his  earliest  aequfdntance  at  tbe  Uqi^ 
versil^  of  Coimbra^  an. ancient  grey  haired 
bishop^  whose  lu^me  I  have  foigotten^  The 
latter  was  a  thin  spare  'figure^  bent  ^and 
enfeebled  by  age,  with  acountenance  ifhAtein 
I  thought  I  could  trace  the  mi^ed  express 
flions  of  native  benevoknce,  eautiotis  obset^*- 
vation,  and  a  slight  tinge  of  crafty  polic2^;->»M> 
at;  first  sights  and  previous  to  ourpfesmta"* 
<  tion»  we  should  not  have  been  aware  of  his 
rank,  as  his  dress  ymaof  the  coarsest  mtitie* 
idalsi  consisting  of  a  long  flowing  robe  of 
very  shabby  black  cloth^  soiled  with  dust, 
ponderous  boots  and  spnrs^  with  a  littie  skull 
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Qltp^^prfi4s]rfafaek'  silk/  oyfering  Chd  'bIM 

Ctfole  irf^Sris^toBsunKt  kfead;  ift  his  hand  he 

chimed  a  H;aper  ebony  ricUng  wand,  tipped 

^th  sHveri  and  as  teiH  as  Idmself^and  I 

rfiidarfced  nptnr  Inis  turning  round,  Che  solK 

tiury  ornament  of  a  pair  of  tarnished  gold 

tasd^i  which  htmg^  down  upon  his  back. 

Tkka^  countenance  of  the  Principal  was  singUi- 

liiAy  dteer&l  and  benerolent.      I  do  not 

Ihink  diat  an  expression  of  inteSectual  supe- 

Tioritjrwas  strongly  defined;  hut  candour, 

Ibmkness,  and  good 'temper,  were  written 

upon  his  brow!*  His^person^  could  not  be 

isaUed  dignified,  being  short  and  heavy  in 

ltd  proportions ;  but  (as  might  readily  be  ex* 

poeted,)  there  were  no  signs  of  the  over- 

whdhning  rotundity  and  rubicond  visage  of 

the^iottjr  Ft^her  Paid,  much  less  any  indica- 

iioi»$  t)f  the  proud  and  pampered  prelate  to 

be  seen !    He  received  tts  with  amiable  and 

faoi^ilable  courtesy,  apologized  tome  (beiiig 

th^  only  femate  of  the  party)  for  his  rustic 

dtfiliabille,  and  showed  us  over  the  whole  off 

bis  bouse  and  gardens.     In  the  latter  we 

4rank  fi!om  a  sparkUng  fountain,  a  draught 

of:  ]^ure  element,  which  he  praised  wiikas 
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nmofa  Mrn^toess  as  if  it  had  been  necftaiw 
NotliiDg  could  be  tnore  simple  ttid  primitMitf - 
tbaa  the  style  of  his  tables  and  the  furniture 
pf  hie  apartments ;  the  latter  was  oompffiEed 
in  A  few  aneient  wooden  chabs  and  t3aUe6»> 
ranged  along  the  bare  whiter-washed  waltejl 
the  only  decoration  being  twp  cnr  Atee  tandrj^i 
grottoes  in  glass  cases,  made  of  sbeUs,  ftdr. 
and  ra^i — ^the  handy-work  of  nuns;  thei 
former  was  nearly  as  frugal  as  that  of  a  hei^ 
mit !  The  cloth  had  been  laid  in  readiiie6S> 
for  his  dinner ;  it  was  dean  but  coarse,  the^ 
plates  of  the  commonest  Delf  wfure,  andtho' 
spoons  of  plated  metal,  through  whioh  the 
copper  was  abundantly  visible;  he  offered' 
us  some  sweet  wine,  and  made  us  taste  the^ 
only  dish  which  was  in  a  state  of  sufficient 
forwardness  to  be  produced  from  the  ac^oni^ 
ing  kitchen. — It  was  a  national ontf  compo&edb 
of  rice  boiled  in  milk,  and  strewed  over  with 
powdered  cinnamonand  sugar.  As  wepassed 
through  a  gallery,  looking  down  upon  the 
chapel,  where  he  performs  mass  to  the 
surrounding  peasantry,  at  a  very  early  hour 
every  morning,  we  remarked  a  lamp  burn- 
ing before  the  altar,  although  the  rays  of  a 
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bngbtmeridiaasun  w6re  streamiii^  into  dter- 
iqiaijtment :  Aisomtemisy  I  believe^  umremuJ' 
intlie:  cadiolic  church,  and  reminded  me  of' 
the  ^SLB^ient  fires  of  Vesta,  both  having  pvo- 
ceefl^d  from  the  same  original  idea,  and  used^ 
I  beheve^  as  the  sjmcibol  of  heavenly  love^ 
Her^  the  Principal  rapidly  dropt  upon  one 
kneie»  aind  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  upoi^ 
hidf>refl8t>  widiout  stopping  for  more  than  a 
secotid  in  the  course  of  his  lively  and  easy 
oonversation.  I  cannot  but  confess,  that  this 
habitual  reverence  for  holy  places,  (althougl^ 
in  some  instances  it  has  degenerated  into 
mere  outward  formality,)  appeax'ed  to  me  in 
br^^  contrast  to  the  careless  indifierence 
which  many  protestants  are  but  too  apt  to 
display  towards  their  altars  and  places  of 
woirah^)  i  Forony  own  individual  feelings^  I 
find  it  impossible  to  enter  any  buQduig 
devoted  to  the  service  of  the  Almighty, 
waihoQt  a  sensation  of  solemn  and  reverential 
atfe,  independent  of  the  particular  mode  of 
worship  which  may  happen  to  be  celebrated 
there ! 

The  gardens  o^  this  quinta  were  shaded 
by'aUeysof  box,  mingled  with  laurel^  and 
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were  evidently  kept  for  purposes  of  use 
rather  than  of  ornament.  As  we  returned 
to  the  house,  I  thought  I  had  never  before 
seen  so  humble  an  episcopal  residence !  li 
was  spacious,  but  constructed  upon  so  plain 
and  unadorned  a  plan,  that  it  at  once  resem- 
bled a  country  stable,  and  a  prbon ;  uniting 
aH  the  want  of  finish,  the  roughness,  and 
rusticity  of  the  former,  with  the  solidity  and 
gloom  of  the  latter.  No  train  of  domestics 
inpurple  pomp,  inhabited  this  modest  retreat: 
two  grave-looking  servants  in  coarse  black 
dresses,  alone  attended,  and  his  prime 
favourite  seemed  to  be  a  sleek  tabby  cat^ 
who  was  instaUed  in  one  of  the  apartment?. 
Wd  now  left  the  Principal,  charmed  by  his 
Planners,  countenance,  apd  habits  of  life;  and 
fully  disposed  to  coincide  in  the  opinion  of 
our  conductors,  that  "  Freire  was  decidedly 
'  one  of  the  first  characters  in  Portugal" 
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Letter  xvii. 

Cintra,  August. 
Victor  Sassetti's  Hotel. 

We  have  lately  removed  to  this  hotd^  on 
account  of  several  domestic  annoyances 
which  occurred  at  the  former ;  and  here  we 
find  still  superior  comfort  and  accommoda- 
tion,  together  with  a  frank  and  attentive 
civility,  which  has  nothing  servile,  but  a 
great  deal  of  kindness  to  recommend  it ;  the 
air  too  is  cooler,  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  house  having  been  erected  on  higher 
ground  than  that  of  Senhor  Costa  (our  first 
host).  Victor  (who  is  a  native  of  Piedmont) 
deserves  the  greatest  encouragement;  his 
activity,  industry,  and  good  management, 
his  liberality  towards  every  guest,  and  to  his 
own  family  and  servants,  are  striking.  His 
wife  (a  Portugueze)  difiers  so  much  in  all 
her  habits  from  the  usual  run  of  her  country- 
women, as  to  be  the  counterpartof  her  hus- 
band.    They  maintain  her  aged  mother,  a 

VOL.  I.  K 


yGoogle 


180  crUTkA. 

nieccy  and  six  fine  children^  (most  of  the 
latter  are  beautiful^)  and  live  in  the  most 
united  and  affectionate  manner.     Since  we 

came  hither,  the  family  of  La  C are 

arrived  at  Cintra,  to  pass  the  autumnal 
season.  They  have  shown  us  much  polite 
and  hospitable  attention,  and  altogether,  I 
think  them  Superior  to  any  Portuguieze 
family  which  1  have  yet  Seen.  Their 
widowed  mother,  the  Baroness  de  B.,  has 
the  reputation  of  much  worth  and  amiability ; 
ner  manners  are  gentle  and  polished^  in 
which  respect  I  perceive  that  sh^  is  emulated 
by  all  her  children.  One  of  hdr  daughters 
assured  me  that  she  has  been  %o  much  liked 
and  esteemed  for  her  hospitality  to  strangers, 
as  to  have  obtained  from  foreigilers,  by  com- 
mon consent,  the  title  of  "  the  lady  of  [Por- 
tugal.*' I  Was  sorry  for  my  own  sake  to 
find  that  she  speaks  only  her  native  lan- 
guage;  but  the  rest  of  the  family  converse 
fluently  in  French.  1  employ  myself  in 
drawing  a  good  deal ;  the  costumes  of  the 
peasantry,  and  the  lovely  scenery  of  Cintra, 
afford  ample  scope  t6  the  pencil;  but  the 
cliteiate  does  not  Agree  indi  me,  the  heat 
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and  the  dampness  of  the  air  are  both  too 
relaxing,  and  in  my  case  have  induced  a 
degree  of  physical  languor,  which  is  but  too 
apt  to  increase  mental  anxiety  and  depres- 
sion ;  nor  am  I  the  only  foreigner  who  has 
found  the  same  e£fect  from  a  continued 
residence  at  Cintra,  all  beauteous  as  it  is. 

J,  a^c&aied  the  mountains^  a  few  days 
^im%  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  what  is 
ca,Ve4  "  ^  church  feast/'  held  in  the  convent 
of  *^  No3«a  Senhora  da  P^ha"  (our  Lady 
of  the  Rock),  upon  the  topmost  peak  of  on^ 
of  tb^  highest.  There  I  witnessed  a  great 
deal  of  what  I  must  call  "  mummery/'  and 
heard  soijpie  bad  music ;  a  few  scripture  cha- 
racters (represented  by  children  dressed  up 
for  the  purpose)  occasionally  mingled  in  the 
seryice,  and  tli^ere  was  a  shrill  chorus  of 
cherubim,  which  yras  any  thing  but  amgelic; 
tl)^  letter  small  personages  were  decked  in 
the  mpst  taudry  grotesque  costume  that  can  - 
'  be  imagined,  and  covered  with  foil  and  dirty 
p^rich  feathers,  altogether  reminding  me 
strongly  of  the  glories  of  a  liondon  chimney- 
si^eep^r  on  May-day. 

K  2 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

Cintra,  Sept.  21st- 

Since  I  dispatched  my  last  letter  to  you,  we 
have  seen  a  good  deal  of  Portugueze  so- 
ciety, chiefly  at  the  house  of  the  Baroness 
de  B.  From  having  opened  their  house,  for 
so  many  years  past,  to  English  and  foreign 
visitors,  some  of  whom  have  been  of  the 
first  families,  and  of  distinguished  merit  and 
talent,  they  have  risen  wonderfully  above  the 
singular  prejudices  of  their  age  and  nation. 
The  young  Donnas  frequently  express  to  us 
how  much  they  regret  the  neglected  state  of 
education,  which  (with  a  few  exceptions) 
is  prevalent  among  the  Portugueze  fami- 
lies of  all  ranks.  They  have  even  lamented 
'  what  they  termed  their  own  deficiency  in 
this  respect;  but  if  such  really  exists,  I  am 
sure  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  discovered,  and 
admirably  suppKed  by  their  native  talent  and 
tact.  How  many  soi-disant  accomplished 
young  ladies  have  I  seen,  in  England,  who 
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are  unworthy  of  the  least  comparison^  and 
yet  the  most  extravagant  expense  of  money, 
time,  and  patience,  has  been  lavished  upon 
their  education!     The  eldest  of  the  La  C/s 
^s  small,  low  in  stature,  and  very  dark  com- 
plexioned :  her  handsand  feetbeautifullyslen- 
der  and  delicate ;  indeed,  almosttiU  the  Portu- 
gueze  ladies  have  small  feet,  though  not  ge- 
nerally so  well  formed  as  those  of  the  Spanish, 
nor  are  they  reported  to  walk  so  well  as  the 
latter>  to  whom,  I  believe,  the  celebrated 
"  Foot  ^^re"  must  by  all  women  be  con- 
ceded.    Without  being  handsome,  she  has 
an  ingenuous  sensible  countenance,  where  it 
is  not  difficult  to  trace  a  degree  of  sensibility, 
which,  she  said  herself,  was  sometimes  too 
^eat  for  her  happiness.  I  think  I  never  heard 
a  finer  voice— it  is  powerful  at  times,  when 
she  is  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  always 
sweet;  while  her  taste  and  brilliancy  of  execu- 
tion are  of  a  high  order  of  excellence.     She 
wished,  the  other  day,  at  her  own  house,  to 
give  me  some  idea  of  a  trio  in  the  opera  of 
La  Fille  de  TAir,  mentioned  by  Madame  de 
Stael  in  her  Corinne,  but  having  no  piano 
forte  at  Cintra,  what  was  to  be  done?    In 
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this  dilemma^  her  brother  and  his  friend^  two 
young  officers,  came  t6  her  assistance. 
They  supported-the  under  vocal  parts  of  th^ 
trio,  and,  in  addition,  gave  a  correct  and  very 
pleasing  indtation  of  the  violin  and  bassoon 
accompaniment.  The  effect  was  excellent.* 
Sen.  I.  (her  brother)  has  a  fine  rich  bass 
voice,  and  sung  the  buffo  pfart  with  consider- 
able expression.  Not  one  of  the  party  can 
read  music,  and  Donna  C  herself,  wi£h  the 
exception  of  a  very  few  lessons  which  she  re* 
ceived  formerly  from  an  Italian  master,  is 
wholly  the  pupU  of  nature.  Her  vocal  memo- 
ry is  perfectly  astonishing;  and  in  this  point 
she  is  nearly  equalled  by  her  two  sisters,  who 
sing  a  Uttle,  but  do  not  possess  the  distin- 
guished voice  of  the  elder.  The  second 
daughter  has  a  speaking  eye— full  of  anima- 
tk>n !  I  should  think  that  she  had  quicker  abi- 
lities, perhaps,  than  any  of  the  family,  and  she 
has  great  variety  and  brilliancy  in  her  conver- 
sation, without  being  less  feeling  and  graceful 
in  her  manners.  The  youngest  is  so  small, 
that  she  resembles  a  sylph  or  a  fairy ;  she 

*  This  vocal   imitation  of  instrumental  music,   is 
common,  I  am  told,  in  the  Jewish  Synagogues. 
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appears  gentle  and  amiable,  is  food  of  oc- 
cujpaiioni  and  I  generally  find  her  bending 
over  a  frame^  where  she  embroiders  like  fi, 
secpi^d  Arachne{  The  Baroness  5ee3  com- 
pany every  evening:  Corcundas  and  Constitu- 
tionalists are  equally  admitted.  I  have  never 
gone  in,  that  I  have  not  met  a  large  party 
assembled,  conversing  as  they  walked  up 
and  down  the  long  drawing  room,  pr  play- 
ing at  cards.  The  latter  forms  the  chief 
occupation  of  most  Portugueze  families,  the 
card  tables  being  set  the  moiment  breakfast 
is  over; — indeed*  like  Bpuifi^ce  with  his  ale, 
they  seem  to 

**  Eat,  drink,  and  sleep  upon  their  cards/' 

It  is  ver^  rarely  that  one  sees  a  room 
furnished  with  books;  but  this  ought  not  to 
excite  surprise  in  a  country  where  foreign 
literature,  until  lately,  has  been  prohibited,  {US 
dangerous  alike  to  church  and  state.  I  have 
been  assured,  upon  very  good  authority 
however,  that  this  forbidden  fruit  has  been 
secretly  plucked,  with  greedy  eagerness,  in 
spite  of  the  dragons  who  guarded  it,  and« 
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what  is  singular^  by  the  dragons  themselves, 
who  are  reported  to  be  particulariy  delight- 
ed with  Voltaire,  Diderot,  &c.  &c.  and  to 
collect  their  works,  and  others  of  an  infidel 
tendency,  for  their  private  delectation.  In* 
deed  the  growth  of  atheistical  and  deistical 
principles  is  said  to  be  of  alarming  rapidity, 
both  among  the  laity  and  the  clergy  in  ^As 
country.  I  hope  such  an  assertion  is  not 
true,  but  I  could  not  be  surprised  were  it 
really  the  case:  the  unbecoming  intoler- 
ance of  the  Romish  tenets,  if  they  fail  of 
engendering  the  most  complete  bigotry,  ncUu- 
rally  tend  to  the  production  of  the  opposite 
extreme !  In  countries  where  the  liberty  of 
free  discussion  upon  religious  subjects  is 
allowed,  mere  doubts  are  not  so  fatally  dan- 
gerous :  a  spirit  of  inquiry,  of  investigation, 
is  thereby  excited,  which,  if  fairly  conducted, 
is  the  best  and  surest  friend  to  Christianity. 
It  has  always  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to 
recollect,  that  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments 
of  the  Romish  church,  and  the  model  for 
all  churchmen,  of  whatever  persuasion,  the 
immortal  Fenelon,  was  by  no  means  what  is 
termed  an  orthodox  Catholic. 


y  Google 


CINTRA.  137 

I  have  just  received  a  visit  from  the 
Span'isb  Ambassador  Extraordinary,  and  his 
countess.  I  dare  not  attempt  to  spell  thefa* 
names,  the  guttural  sound  of  which  renders 
the  task  hopeless  to  a  foreigner.  The 
Ambassador  is  a  dignified  and  graceful  per- 
sonaga^  and  the  Ambassadress  a  pretty  and 
engaging  woman,  whose  complexion  is  as 
fdir  and  delicate  as  that  of  any  English 
beauty,  while  the  latter  can  seldom  boast  of 
'  such  dark  and  richly  firinged  hazel  eyes. 
Like  most  Spanish  women,  she  is  full  of  fire 
and  animation ;  talks  French  fluently,  and  is 
wholly  free  from  hauteur  or  affectation.  I 
do  not  hear  that  she  possesses  an  appendage 
which  is  biit  too  common  to  the  ladies  of  her 
country — "  the  cicesbeo'*  There  appears 
to  be  a  great  (or  rather  a  little)  jealousy  ge- 
nerally existing  in  the  minds  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  towards  Spaniards ;  the  women,  espe- 
cially, seem  to  hate  each  other  cordially ;  and 
if  I  were  to  give  implicit  credence  to  aU  the 
tales  I  have  been  told  by  the  former  of  the 
latter,  my  hair  (being  a  sober  English  woman) 
might  chance  to  stand  on  end !  I  must,  in 
candour,  acknowledge,  that  I  thought  the 
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ladies  of  LidlK>n  hehmred,  generally  spoak- 
faig,  with  great  neglect  towards  the  ambass^^ 
dre68,  in  suffisring  her  to  remain  iai  nearly  the 
whde  of  her  sojourn  among  them,  in  her 
solitary  hotels  without  paying  her  the  atl»i<- 
tion  even  of  a  ceremomous  visit.  Ther? 
was  a  want  of  hospkality  and  of  kind  feeling 
About  this  mode  of  eonduct,  which  appeur^ 
the  more  glaring,  as  it  was  well  known  tbsjt 
her  fiunily  was  not  only  one  of  the  hi^^ies^ 
•in  Spain,  but  that  she  had  received  a  re- 
viarkably  good  edttcation,  and  possessed 
personal  daimsto^esteem  and  i^^pect. 

Among  many  anecdotes  Ktf  Spanish  cus* 
ioms  and  macBers,  I  orill  xepeat  -tibe  follow<- 
ing,  which  will,  doubtless,  somewhat  surprise 
you.— The  late  Baron  de  B.  (a  Portuguese^) 
•was  travelling,  some  years  since,  in  Spaiq, 
and  passed  a  few  days  under  the  roof^f  a 
-lady  of  high  rank,  whose  husband  W9^  4me 
of  the  most  distinguished  persKMis  in  .tb^ 
government.  The  bedrrooms  there  &i^ 
frequently  without  doon^  .a  slight  c^i^Ua^ 
only,  covering  the  entomee  to  each*  Th^ 
baron  was  a  £iivourite  of  the  fair  hostess. 
One  morning,  as  she  was  in  her  own  apart- 
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ment,  she  beard  his  footsteps  passing  akmg 
the  gaHery,  and  called  out  io  him  to  cows 
in  and  sit  down.  The  gentfemsn  hesitated 
a  good  ded^  sarpiised  at  her  £re6d<Hn  of 
manner,  (for  the  Portug«eie  are  iur  mare 
reserved  dian  the  Spaniards  in  ewery 
oatward  appearance^)  and  peroeiring  her 
maid  standing  at  the  entrance,  he  asked,  if 
her  lady  was  dressed  and  would  admit  hias! 
**  Dressed !"  repeated  the  laughing  dansid, 
^  what  diffepence can  that  make?  came  «h- 
come  in."  He  accordhigly  complied,  and 
found  her  in  bed,  widi  one  foot  exposed  to 
the  inspection  of  the  family  surgeon,  who  was 
preparing  a  peidmife  to  cut  her  exceHency's 
corns  1  A  fVench  belle  receives  nude  visi- 
tants at  her  toilette,  but  she  has  too  much 
coquetry  to  exhibit  a  (UsagreeaWe  spectacle 
to  the  eyes  of  her  flatterers :  how  impolitie 
the  sang-froid  of  the  other  was,  I  need 
not  waste  time  in  expressing.  The  same 
lady  had  a  very  large  party  of  disdngmshed 
nobility  at  dinner.  She  intended  to  go 
to  the  theatre  at  night,  and  a  few  mi- 
nutes before  the  proper  hoar,  her  maid  Al- 
tered the  apartment,  with  a  box  of  jewels. 
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from  which  she  coolly  selected  what  she 
thought  most  splendid,  and  putting  them 
upon  her  mistress,  chattered  the  whole  time 
to  the  noble  visitants,  without  appearing  in 
the  least  restrained  or  impressed  by  their 
superior  rank.  As  soon  as  her  excellency 
was  adorned,  she  called  for  coffee,  and 
placing  her  feet  upon  a  pan  of  hot  charcoal, 
(used  during  the  winter,  in  Spain,)  she  care- 
lessly turned  one  beautiful  leg  oyer  the 
other,  so  as  to  display  not  only  their  own 
symmetry,  but  a  pair  of  very  rich  garters^ 
which  hung  down  in  golden  tassels,  and  be- 
gan to  smoke. . 

The  Portugueze  ambassadress  had  at 
that  time  just  arrived  in  Spain.  She  en* 
quired  what  would  be  expected  of  her,  frpm 
the  Hidalgos,  among  whom  she  was  come  to 
reside ;  and  was  told,  that  it  might  be  proper 
to  begin  by  giving  a  ball  and  supper.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  tickets  of  invitation  were  issued, 
and  a  magnificent  entertainment  prepared. 
The  stated  night  arrived,  and  the  Portuguese, 
covered  with  jewels,  prepared  to  receive  her 
guests ;  but  to  her  great  surprise,  scarcely 
any  one  appeared !    Hour  after  hour  elapsed. 
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and  still  the  musicians  played  to  the  walls 
and  benches !  The  supper  was  equally  neg- 
lected, and  in  short  the  whole  entertainment 
thrown  away.  A  few  days  afterwards,  she 
received  from  the  French  ambassadress,  a 
solution  of  the  mystery.  "  How  did  your 
excellency  word  the  tickets  of  invitation?" — 
**  I  scarcely  understand  your  question/*  "  I 
mean,  who  did  you  mention  in  each  card  ?'' 
*^  The  heads,  and  the  principal  members  of 
every  family,  of  course."  '*  No  one  else  ?" 
"  Certainly  not ;  who  should  there  have  been 
in  addition  ?"  At  these  words  the  French 
woman  yielded  to  an  irrepressible  burst  of 
laughter.  "  Forgive  me.  Madam,"  said  she, 
"  but  your  simplicity  is  so  infinitely  amusing ! 
you  should  never  have  asked  husband  and 
wife  together ;  had  you  invited  every  lady 
and  her  cicesbeo,  your  rooms  would  have 
overflowed!"  The  Portugueze,  in  order 
to  prove  the  truth  of  this  hint,  gave  ano- 
ther ball,  wording  her  invitations  in  the 
proper  manner,  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  her  entertainment  was  the  most  bril- 
liant and  numerously  attended  that  it  is  pos- 
sible to  conceive. 
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LETTER  XIX. 

Cintia,  SfpteiQ^er  2at^ 

I  MET  an  interesting  couple  this  morning 
in  my  walk.  Passing  through  th^  ^hadjf 
lane  which  leads  from  hence  to  the  JM^a- 
rialva,  I  perceived  a  young  soldier  aealied 
upon  the  stone  bench  by  the  road  side,  with 
one  of  the  prettiest  peasant  girls  I  had  ever 
seen;  they  appeared  heated  and  fatigued^ 
yet  were  chattering  and  laughing  with  much 
cheerfulness  over  a  large  water-melon,  whic^ 
the  man  was  cutting,  and  of  which  he  h^4 
just  given  her  a  share  a^  I  cspne  up  to 
them!  I  have  hardly  ever  behdd  a  finer 
couple !  Stopping  to  observe  the  beauty  of 
the  girl  more  nearly,  I  pretended  to  ^4r 
mire  the  glass  buttons  which  ornamented 
her  jacket ;  upon  which,  she  pointed  to  a 
gold  cross  which  I  wore,  and  made  me  com- 
prehend that  she  also  admired  my  taste  IQ 
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decoration.  The  soldier^  in  the  mean  time, 
had  cut  another  slice  of  the  refireshing  fruit, 
and  offered  it  to  my  acceptance,  with  a  re- 
spectful good  willy  which  was  really  grace- 
ful. I  asked  if  the  young  person  was  his 
wife?  To  which  he  replied  in  broken 
English)  with  great  animation,  "  Yes,  minha 
Senhora,  she  my  wife ;  much  good  for  mte  r 
I  could  not  forbear  (and  wherefore  should 
I  have  forborne  ?)  gratifying  him  by  saying, 
as  I  took  my  leave,  **  She  is  very  pretty !" 
and  I  heard  him  telling  her,  after  I  had 
passed  on,  that  I  meant  *'  muita  bonita,** 
which  seemed  to  make  her  laugh  heartily. 
I  nerer  saw  mote  ingenuous  countenances 
tbail  those  of  iK>th  these  rustics,  and  I  am 
determined)  from  Ae  innocent  expression 
of  her  lovely  features,  to  believe,  that  she 
was  indeed  a  wife.  Those  persons  who 
form  their  ideas  of  beauty  from  mere  red 
and  ioMfe,  would  not  perhaps  have  admired 
her  style ;  and  those  who  have  never  seen 
Spanish  or  i?ortugueze  eyes,  may  talk  as 
much  as  they  please  of  the  charms  of  blue 
ot  grey  orbs ;  nay,  the  very  andwts  may 
rave  about  their  eyes  of  Venus,  which,  I 


y  Google 


144  CINTRA. 

believe,  they  asserted  to  be  of  an  indefinite 
colour,  wavering  between  violet  and  brown ; 
but  certain  I  am,  that  all  such  must  ^'  pale 
their  ineffectual Jlre"  if  placed  in  comparison 
with  these  sable  diamonds,  these  living  stars ! 
The  expression  of  feeling,  particularly  that 
of  gratitude,  seems  to  be  very  energetic 
among  the  Portugueze  peasantry,  and  it  has 
happened  several  times,  that  I  myself  have 
had  occasion  to  witness  it.  I  merely  gave  a 
trifle,  to  an  aged  woman  here,  for  the  relief 
of  her  orphan  grand-children;  some  time 
afterwards,  when  I  was  quitting  the  hotel, 
she;  rushed  into  my  room,  threw  herself  at 
my  feet,  and  embraced  my  knees  with  the 
te^rs  .running  down  her  cheeks.  "  God 
bless  you!  I  am  much  obliged  by  your 
kindnessy*'  was  all  she  could  utter;  and  I 
am  convinced  that  it  was  not  the  money  so 
much,  as  our  having  shown  an  interest  in 
the  fate  of  her  orphans,  which  affected  her 
so  sensibly ! 

At  another  time,  a  woman  who  sold  goat*s 
milk  to  us  every  morning,  had  received  some 
affront  from  a  drunken  fellow,  half  an  idiot, 
who  belonging  to  the  hotel.     I  pitied  her 
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agitation,  and  sent  to  desire  her  to  come  up 
stairs,  wishing,  if  I  must  acknowledge  the 
whole  truth,  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  her 
costume,   and  Moorish  physiognomy.     She 
accordingly  entered  the  room,  making  re- 
peated motions  with  her  head  and  arms, 
much   resembling'  the  eastern  salam,  and 
falling  upon  her  knees;   clung  about  me, 
wtile  she  related  the  story  of  her  quarrel, 
accompanying  the  narration  with  floods  of 
tears.     I  never  saw  a  more  singular  figure : 
her  skin,  independent  of  its  native  swarthy 
hue,  was  blackened  by  the  scorching  influ- 
ence of  the  sun,  to  the  complexion  of  an 
Egyptian  mummy ;  her  lean  form  resembled 
that  of  a  skeleton,  her  waist  was  of  an 
enormous  length,  and  as  slender  in  its  pro- 
portions as  that  of  a  wasp ;  the  Veins  and 
sinews  started  in  ghastly  relief  from  her  throat 
and  arms,  and  her  dark  eyes,  drowned  in 
tears,  sunk  deep  in  their  bony  sockets;  k 
coarse  scarlet  cloth  petticoat  with  a  broad 
blue  border,  and  a  coloured  linen  jacket, 
an  uncoifed  grizzled  shaggy  head,  and  thick 
high-heeled  leather  boots,  resembling  those 

•    VOL.  I.  L 


y  Google 


146  eiNTRA. 

worn  by  men,  formed  her  costume;  altoge- 
ther, she  was  an  object  which  having  once 
seen,  it  would,  I  think,  be  difficult  to  forget! 
Nothing  more  excites  our  surprize,  than 
the  indifference  which  the  generality  of 
persons  in  the  higher  classes  evince  towards 
the  beauty,  the  terdure,  the  shade,  and  the 
coolness  of  Cintra!  They  seem  to  prefer 
the  disgusting  streets  of  Lisbon  and  its 
environs,  to  these  striking  scenes  of  natural 
loveliness  and  simplicity;  almost  every  quinta 
we  see  here,  is  suffered  to  run  to  ruin;  and 
some  houses,  which  belong  to  the  nobility, 
are  in  so  dUapidated  a  state  as  to  be  nearly 
unfit  to  afford  shelter  from  the  weather! 
Indeed  we  are  told  by  many-  Portugueze, 
(who  did  not  seem  to  feel  they  were  exhibit- 
ing any  proof  of  vitiated  taste,)  that  Cintra 
was  by  no  means  a  favourite  residence,  even 
among  those  families  who  had  property 
there.  It  forms  to  Lisbon,  what  Richmond 
is  to  London:  and  is  chiefly  frequented 
during  the  Summer  months,  by  flocks  of 
citizens,  who  come  down  to  the  hotels,  on 
the  Saturday  night,  and  leave  it  again  for 
Lisbon,  on  the  Monday  following :  passing 
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the  internal,  in  riding  (often  at  full  speed  in 
a  riotous  and  brutal  manner,)  the  poor 
burros,  which  are  let  out  for  hire,  in  gor- 
mandizing and  in  gambling.     Adieu. 
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LETTER  XX. 

Cintra,  October  4th. 

We  frequently  meet  in  society  here  a  cer- 
tain hero  of  romance,  of  whom  I  formerly 
spoke,  as  the  proprietor  of  the  pretty  quinta 
of  the  fountain;  I  now  find,  that  there  are 
two  ways  of  telling  his  story;  while  the 
gentle  lovers  of  the  novel,  insist  upon  it,  that 
this  youthful  "  stranger,"  who  lives  thus  se- 
parated for  his  adored  but  faithless  wife, 
brooding  in  secret  over  feelings  of  mingled 
severity  and  tenderness,  and  lost  to  the  en- 
joyments of  the  gay  world,  is  deserving  of 
the  utmost  commiseration,  his  enemies  as- 
sert, that  his  own  unfeeling  indifference  to 
her  happiness  and  reputation,  aided  by  his 
supine  acquiescence  in  the  opinions  of  an 
austere  tutor  who  resides  with  him,  and  has 
ever  shown  a  most  unwarrantable  dislike  to 
the  lady  in  question,  have  been  the  only 
causes  of  the  separation  of  the  parties.  The 
presumptuous  interference  of  the  tutor  is 
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even  said  to  have  extended  to  the  regulation 
ot  her  wardrobe^  (a  piece  of  officiousness 
which  no  woman  could  be  expected  to  for- 
give,) and  this  from  motives  of  a  pecuniary 
nature,  which,  it  is  broadly  hinted,  turned 
more  upon  his  own  eventual  benefit,  than 
upon  that  of  his  patron  and  pupil;  as  far  as 
/  have  been  able  to  judge,  no  person  ever 
had  less  the  appearance  of  suffering  from 
mental  imeasiness  than  the  young  gentleman 
in  question:  he  enters  into  society  as  wil- 
lingly as  any  body  else,  has  a  round  dim- 
pled face  (untouched  by  a  single  line  of 
'^  carking  care,")  and  the  air  of  a  careless 
schoolboy,  rather  than  of  a  sentimental  suf- 
ferer. An  old  gentleman  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, rich  and  independent,  and  conse- 
quently not  much  afraid  of  **  speaking  his 
mind"  (as  the  phrase  is,)  upon  all  occasions, 
told  me  very  lately,  that  the  young  senhor 
had .  called  upon  him  twice  since  his  arrival 
at  Cintra,  but  had  not  been  admitted;  a 
thing  which  is  very  rare  in  Portugal,  where 
the  custom  of  saying  "  not  at  home"  is  rarely 
practised,  and  far  less  properly  understood. 
"  I  have  called  at  your  door  several  times, 


y  Google 


160  CINTRAfe 

jMjr.  B — — ,"  sud  he,  "  but  you  did  not  let 
jne  in!"  **  Pray,  senhor,"  returned  the  old 
gentleman  in  his  driest  manner,  '*  have  yos 
released  your  wife  from  her  imprisonment?" 
"  No,  sirl" — "  Very  well,  when  you  let  her 
outf  I  will  let  you  in;  and  not  before." — 
Upon  which  they  parted  in  mutual  indigna- 
tion! 

The  Portugueze,  both  in  the  higher  and 
Jower  classes,  are  superstitiously  prone  to  a 
belief  in  omens,  lucky  and  unlucky  days, 
divination  by  cards,  religious  miracles,  &0. 
f&c.  although  every  idea  of  the  possil^lity  of 
jthe  re-appeara|ice  of  departed  spirits,  jseems 
generally  scoffed  at  and  denied.  The  tone 
of  their  minds  i^  rarely  high  set,  and  there*- 
fore  the  gross  and  puerile  nature  of  their 
superstitions  ought  not  to  create  surprize. 

A  lady  here  told  my  fortune  by  the  cards, 
in  a  very  interesting  lively  manner,  and  bad 
talent  enough  to  fix  my  attention  in  spite  of 
good  sense;  she  mentioned  that  the  Polan- 
ders  are  universally  addicted  to  the  oracles  of 
cards  and  dice,  and  are  almost  sXLfatalUts, 
even  in  their  more  serious  opinions.  A 
gentleman  of  that  nation,  who  was  formerly 
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in  the  habit  of  vidjljog  at  her  bouse,,  once 
undertook  t0|)rpdiot  tbe  fortwe  of  one  of 
her  female  relations  by  means  qf  dice;  ^e 
threw  them  ia  a  particular  way^  with  loany 
strange  ceremonies^  and  then  remarked,  that 
such  and  such  occurrences  woul4  happen 
to  her,  in  such  and  such  a  time.  Heiieas 
extremely  ridiculed,  as  what  he  had  foretold 
came  scarcely  within  the  bounds  of.pos^ir 
bility,  much  less  of  pr^babiUit/j  but  ik^ 
subsequent  eveats  faidifidly  verified  hk 
words;  as  there  are  some  disliagudshed 
names  both  in  England  and  VoTtixg€i,mx9A 
up  m  the  above  relation),  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  mention  the  particulars,  but  at  all  ef  ents» 
I  must  say,  that  the  Polander,  if  h^  was  not 
actually  an  adept  in  the  occult  sciences,  had 
at  least  a  very  keen  and  extended  vision 
with  respect  to  possible  f^/teo/ events;  the 
fate  of  the  lady  depended  much  upon  aSaits 
connected  with  the  Pqrtugueze  and  English 
governments,  and  it  appears  to  me  not.imr 
probable  that  this  wis^^man's  nund  fore- 
boded the  changes  which  have  so  lately 
taken  place  in  the  former,  although  they 
were  then  at  a  great  distance.     This  is  the 
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*'  -■  ■ 

only  rationale  of.  the  circumstance  which  I 
can  devisei  and,  even  with  this  assistance; 
I  confess  the  talent  of  the  Polander  must 
have  been  ver^  extraordinary,  and  bears  a 
considerable  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
Russian  officer^  mentioned  in  the  "Memoirs 
of  the  Margravine  of  Bareith,"  who*  pre- 
dicted, in  so  strange  and  minute  a  manner] 
the  various  events  in  the  life  of  that  prin- 
cess, who  was  then  a  child.  Perhaps  I  shall 
have  tired  you  with  this  long  dissertation, 
and  I  believe  it  might  as  well  have  been 
omitted  altogether,  since  I  am  restrained 
from  mentioning  it  in  that  detailed  manner 
which  would  have  enabled  you  to  take  an 
interest  in  it,  by  the  opportunity  it  afforded 
you  of  judging /or  yourself.  Among  other 
superstitions  to  which  the  PoUsh  nation  is 
addicted,  I  may  be  forgiven  for  relating  the 
following,. as  its  elegance  of  fancy,  almost 
redeems  its  absurdity.  Every  individual  is 
supposed  to  be  born  under  the  influence  of 
some  particular  destiny  or  fate,  which  it  is 
impossible  for  him  to  avoid.  The  month 
of  his  nativity  has  a  mysterious  connexion 
with  one  of  the  known  precious  stones,  and 
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when  a  person  wishes  to  make  the  object  of 
his  affections  an  acceptable  present^  a  ring 
is  invariably  given^  composed  of  the  jewel 
by  which  the  fete  of  that  object  is  imagined 
to  be  determined  and  described.  For  in- 
stance^  a  woman  is  bom  in  January;  her 
ring  must  therefore  be  a  jacynth  or  a  gameti 
for  these  stones  belong  to  that  pecuUar 
month  of  the  year,  and  express  "  constancy 
and  fideUty."  I  saw  a  list  of  them  all,  which 
the  Polander  gave  to  the  lady  in  question, 
and  she  has  allowed  me  to  copy  it. — viz. 

"January — Jacynth  or  garnet. — ^Con- 
stancy and  fidelity  in  every  engagement. 

"  February — Amethyst.  —  This  month 
and  stone  preserves  mortals  from  strong  pas- 
sions, and  ensures  them  peace  of  mind. 

"  March  —  Bloodstone.  —  Courage,  and 
success  in  dangers  and  hazardous  enter- 
prises. 

"  April — Sapphire  or  diamond. — Repent- 
ance, and  innocence. 

**  May — Emerald. — Success  in  love. 

"  June — Agate. — Long  life,  and  health. 

"  July — Cornelian  or  ruby. — The  forget- 
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fulness  or  the  cure  of  evils  springing  from 
friendship  or  love. 

"  August — Sardonyx. — Conjugal  fidelity. 

"  September  —  Chr3r8olite.  —  Preserves 
from,  or  cures  folly. 

"  October — Aquamarine,  or  opi^l. — Mis- 
fortune and  hope. 

**  November — Topaz. — Fidelity  in  friend* 
ship. 

"  December — Turquoise,  or  nudakite* — 
The  most  brilliant  success  and  happiness  in 
every  circumstance  of  life;  the  turqupise 
has  also  the  property  of  securing  friendly 
regard;  hence  the  old  saying,  that  *  he  vrbp 
possesses  a  turquoise  will  always  be  sure  of 
friends.'" 
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LETTER  XXI. 

Cintra,  October  4th. 

'  I  WENT  last  night,  (taking  advantage  of 
Mr.  B*s  return  for  ojoe  day  onlyO  to  the 
mountain  upon  the  extreme  summit  of  whicli 
are^I^  remains  of  the  Castello  dos  Mouros; 
(Moorish  castle.)  The  view  of  the  surround* 
ing  country,  as  we  clii^bed  the  steep  ascent, 
was  beautiful.  The  Penba  convent,  on  the 
twin  mountain's  top,  had  a  particularly  fine 
eflfect;  its  grey  walls  and  the  foundatioo 
rocks  were  bathed  in  a  flood  of  purple 
glory,  a  farewell  favour  from  the  departing 
sun !  Seen  in  this  point  of  view,  they  seemed 
to  me  representative  of  the  Romish  reli^on; 
both  lose,  when  closely  examined  by  the 
eool  and  sober  light  of  truth,  and  both  have 
the  property  of  dazzling  the  eyes,  an  J  of 
charming  the  senses,  when  clothed  in  the 
unreal  splendours  lent  by  .a  heated  imagi- 
nation.   We  were  not  able  fully  to  satisfy 
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our  curiosity:  as  being  encumbered  by  the 
presence  of  our  little  boy,  we  did  not  find 
it  safe  to  climb  the  steepest  acclivity,  upon 
which  the  castle  stands. 

I  walked  again  this  morning  to  the  beautiful 
quinta  of  the  fountain,  indulging  in  no  un- 
pleasing  reverie  as  I  listened  to  the  usual  soft 
fall  of  the  water,  and  to  the  soothing  murmur 
of  the  wood  pigeons,  which,  as  I  have  before 
told  you,  build  among  these  chestnut  shades. 
I  have  often  heard  it  said,  that  a  person  who 
resides  amid  the  scehery  of  the  Cumber- 
land and  Westmorland  lakes  must  infallibly 
become  in  some  degree  a  poet,  or  else  be  a 
decided  fool;  that  is  to  say,  he  must  either 
be  wholly  enchanted,  or  stupidly  insensible; 
there  .being  no  medium^  I  could  almost 
have  held  the  same  opinion  in  regard  to 
this^  romantic  quinta,  had  I  not  been  aware 
of  a  scene  which  took  place  there  the  other 
day,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  wkich 
so  many  individuals  were  engaged,  that  it 
would  be  rather  too  sweeping  a  censure,  to 
pronounce  that  they  were  all  as  much  blocks 
as  the  rocks  which  surrounded  them!  Two 
large  card-tables  were  placed,  one  on  each 
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side   of  the   lovely  fountain^  round  which 
above  thirty  persons  were  seated^  playing 
at  rondo,  a  gambling  game,  at  which  the 
Portugueze  often  lose  enormous  sums.    This 
,day,  the  place  was  once  more  silent  and 
solitary,  the  pure  ear  of  the  njrmph  of  the 
Spring,  was  no  longer  shocked  by  the  sound 
of  vulgar  and  incongruous  revehy ;    yet, 
from  the  apartments  of  the  house  to  which 
the,  quinta  belonged,  there  rose  upon  the  air, 
at  intervals,  the  shouts  and  exclamations  of 
a  party,  (higher  in  their  rank,  yet,  I  suspect, 
little  more  refined  or  intellectual  in  their 
pleasures,)  mingled  with  the  strokes  of  the 
mace,  and  the  clashing  of  the  balls  of  a 
billiard  table ;  methought,  at  every  blow,  I 
beheld     the    trembUng    dryads    shrinking 
deeper  into  their  verdant  retreats!     How- 
ever, I  ought  not  to  be  too  severe  in  my 
censure ;  in  Portugal  there  are  so  feW  men- 
tal resources  to  engage  or  fertilize  the  mind, 
that  a  man  whose  time  is  unoccupied  by  the 
daily  routine  of  a  business  or  profession,  (or, 
as  is  now  frequently  the  case,  by  schemes  of 
political  intrigue,)  must  be  wholly  and  Ust- 
lessly  idle,  if  he  has  not  recourse  to  thesjB 
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sort  of  amusements.  Besides,  there  is  now 
a  possibility,  that  the  taste  for  such  frivolous 
employment  of  time  may  decline,  and  a  wish 
for  the  attainment  of  knowledge  increase, 
together  with  the  means  of  its  acquirement. 
The  gates  are  at  length  beginning  to  open 
for  the  admission  of  foreign  literature ;  slowly 
and  sullenly  indeed,  groaning  and  creak- 
ing as  they  turn,  and  still  impeded  in  their 
progress  by  remaining  superstitions  and , 
political  jealousies ;  but  still  they  are  open- 
ing, and  I  trust  they  will  soon  find  many  a 
ready  hand  stretched  forth,  to  pour  oil  upon 
their  hinges.  I  heard  lately,  and  from  good 
authority,  that  it  was  already  in  contempla- 
tion to  publish  a  literary  journal,  and  that 
the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews  had 
been  sent  for,  as  models  for  the  Portugueze 
tyros;  but  the  New  Monthly  Magazinfe 
which  has  recently  started  into  just  and  dis- 
tinguished notice  in  our  own  country,  and 
which  has  been  met  with  open  arms  in  Ame- 
rica, would,  I  think,  be  a  more  eligible  pat- 
tern ;  as  it  treats  of  more  light  and  general 
subjects  than  either  of  the  former  Reviews, 
whose  abstruse  disquisitions  upon  science 
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are  at  present  much  beyond  the  reach  of 
Portugueze  critics!  This  dawii  of  light 
has  doubtless  sprung  from  the  effects  of  the 
constitutional  form  of  government,  the  original 
promoters  of  which  ought  not  to  be  denied 
their  due  share  of  credit  for  that  and  other 
beneficial  efforts.  Yet,  is  this  good  most 
strangely  mixed  with  evil;  for  although 
the  present  ruling  power  is  more  liberal  in 
some  points  than  the  former,  it  is  equally 
ignorant  and  arrogant  in  others :  indeed  it 
appears  to  us  to  be  quite  as  despotic  in  its 
way,  and  is  only  worthy  to  be  considered  as 
the  lesser  plague  of  the  two ;  when  we  con- 
sider some  of  its  late  proceedings,  evincing 
as  much  absurdity  of  judgment,  as  a  want 
of  faith  and  integrity,  it  is  impossible  to  feel 
either  a  respect  for  its  character,  or  any 
strong  persuasion  of  its  duration.  A  sue* 
cession  of  tyrannical  idiots,  unhappily  in- 
vested with  despotic  power,  have  for  many 
ages  ruled  this  wretched  land;  last  year  it 
pleased  the  fates,  that  they  should  be  sud- 
denly overthrown;  but  who  are  those  who 
mm  grasp  the  reins  of  the  state?  a  band  of 
firm,  upright,  benevolent  and  enlightened 
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patriots? — Far,  far  from  it! — The  posses- 
sion of  unaccustomed  authority  has  already 
begun  to  turn  their  heads;  they 

"  Assume  the  God, 
Affect  to  nod, 
And  think  they  shake  the  spheres." 

It  is  ipore  than  probable,  and  certainly 
little  to  be  regretted,  that,  ere  long,  they 
will  bring  down  upon  themselves  a  severe 
lesson;  but  whatever  may  occur,  all  good 
men  are  bound  to  hope,  that  the  former 
Turkish  system  of  go  vefhment  will  never  again 
be  tolerated;  there  are  many  who  would 
be  mad  and  criminal  enough  to  attempt  its 
revival,  but  the  spirit  of  the  age,  (so  clearly 
and.universally  demonstrated,)  would,  I  thinks 
prove  an  effectual  bar  to  their  selfish  project ! 
The  people  at  large  are  surely  worth  saving 
and  teaching;  nor  is  it  likely  that  the  stream 
of  knowledge,  having  once  been  set  at  liberty, 
(even  though  it  may  have  been  effectuated 
by  unworthy  hands,)  will  ever  again  be  pent 
up  in  the  former  narrow  channel!  Long, 
may  it  continue  to  flow,  gaining  force  as  it 
goes,  overcoming  every  obstacle,  opening 
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new  ways  amid  the  arid  deserts  of  ignorance 
and  superstition^  proceeding  '*  from  strength 
to  strength/'  stilly  like  the  Nile^  fertilizing, 
cheering  and  blessing  the  soil  over  which 
it  rolls,  until  at  length  it  expands  into  a  clear, 
pure  and  widely  diffusive  flood,  which  will 
wash  away  all  traces  of  past  error  and  crime, 
and  render  the  name  of  Portugal  distin- 
guished and  honourable  among  the  nations 
of  the  world ! 

A  very  pretty  anecdote  of  a  child  of  Vic- 
tor's has  this  moment  come  to  my  know- 
ledge5  and  it  will  refresh  your  mind  as  well 
as  my  own,  if  I  relate  it  to  you,  rather  than 
dwell  any  longer  upon  such  high  and 
mighty  topics !  Mr.  BaiUie  had  given  the 
boy  (who  is  about  eleven  years  of  age,  very 
handsome^  and  engaging  in  his  manners^)  a 
nuovo  cruzado  to  spend  at  a  fair  here, 
which  took  place  nearly  a  month  since ;  the 
little  fellow  however  had  kept  it  unbroken, 
until  now,  when  h6  ha$  purchased  with  it 
a  very  pretty  English  shawl  for  his  mother : 
I  really  envied  her  feeUngs  upon  receiving 
so  unequivocal  a  token  of  affection  and 
generosity.    Adieu. 

VOL.  I.  M 
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LETTER  XXIL 

Cintra,  Oct.  7th. 

We  have  made  another  and  more  success- 
ful attempt  to  reach  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  upon  which  the  Castello  dos  Mouros 
is  built,  and  were  gratified  by  the  finest  bird's- 
eye  prospect  of  the  country  that  we  had  yet 
seen.  We  were  shown  the  Moorish  fountain 
of  the  purest  and  most  transparent  water 
possible,  of  which  we  had  previously  heard 
much,  and  I  had  imagined  more,  fancying  it 
to  be  situated  at  the  extreme  summit  of  the 
mountain,  open  tp  the  purifying  influ^ice  of 
the  free  winds  of  heaven,  where  the  moon 
and  stars  nightly  gazed  upon  the  reflection 
of  their  glorious  beauty,  and  the  morning 
beheld  her  blushes  given  back  again  in 
softened  loveliness !  These  fine  expectations 
soon  vanished  when  I  beheld  the  reality, 
and  I  found  to  my  disappointment,  that  the 
celebrated  Moorish  fountaui  was  nothing 
more  romantic  than  a  common  cold  bath» 
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built  beneath  the  remaining  arches  of  a 
dismal  stone  vault,  dark,  damp,  and  deep, 
the  first  view  of  which  quenched,  efiec- 
tually,  all  my  poetical  ideas.  The  cas- 
tle itself  covers  a  vast  extent  of  irregular 
ground^  and  must  indeed  have  been  a  superb 
and  haughty  fastness,  almost  impregnable, 
both  from  strength  and  locality*  The  cha- 
pel is  nearly  entire,  and  there  are  consider- 
able remains  of  the  different  apartments  and 
staircases — some  of  the  former  have  three 
walls,  built  by  human  industry,  and  the 
fourth  formed  of  the  solid  rock.  Rosemary, 
thyme,  marjoram,  chamomile,  &c.  &c.  grow 
in  great  profusion  among  these  wild  crags, 
and  the  air  is  delightfully  perfumed  with 
their  aromatic  odour.  The  change  of  tem* 
perature  from  the  late  intolerable  and  ener- 
vating heat  of  summer,  to  the  present  au- 
tumnal freshness,  is  a  perfect  medicine  to 
myself  and  child.  We  can  now  walk  even  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  among  the  rocks, 
gaining  health  and  strength  at  every  step. 
The  air  is  purer,  and  more  bracing  than 
lower  down  in  the  valley,  or  in  the  close 
woods,  and  the  elevation  is  not  suffieietit 
m2 
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to  render  it  sharp  or  rarefied.  These 
mountains  in  fact,  are  not  by  any  means  lofty ^ 
and  when  compared  with  those  in  Switzer- 
landy  appear  like  mere  pigmies.  They  do 
not  consist  of  one  prodigious  and  connected 
surface,  but  are  broken  into  a  thousand  irre- 
gular masses,  (some  of  which  are  very 
small,)  as  if  they  had  been  heaped  one  upon 
the  other  in  consequence  of  an  earthquake, 
or  by  the  force  of  a  rapid  torrent ;  and  yet, 
there  is  no  appearance  of  a  stream  among 
them  at  present;  no  sparkling  brook — no 
graceful  cascade,  no  miniature  lake,  not  even 
one  of  those  narrow  falls  of  water,  resembling 
a  line  of  liquid  silver,  which  are  so  common  in 
other  mounti^inous  regions.  The  grand 
aqueduct  has,  I  believe,  effectually  drained, 
every  source  of  this  beautiful,  and  precious 
element,  which  is  carried  along  the  heights, 
and  descends  into  the  reservoir  by  means  of 
small  tunnels  formed  of  red  tile,  and  protect- 
ed irom  the  impurities  it  might  collect  in  its. 
progress,  by  a  rude  covering  of  cemented  lime 
and  sand.  This  superb  work  of  art,  from  which 
the  garden  of  every  house  is  supplied  with, 
water,  was  erected  by  order  of  that  celebrated 
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Statesman,  the  Marquis  de  Pombal,  answer- 
ing a  double  end — that  of  benefiting  the  in- 
habitantSy  and  of  plausibly  employing  for 
many  months  a  large  standing  army,  which 
he  (for  political  reasons)  was  afraid  of  dis- 
banding, although  he  was  under  a  promise 
of  doing  so  at  the  termination  of  a  war. 

The  Portugueze  (like  most  foreigners  who 
have  fallen  under  my  observation)  eat  a  great 
variety  at  their  meals,  and  it  may  be  added, 
B,  great  quantity  also !  They  generally  break- 
fast upon  very  substantial  fare ;  cofiee  and  tea 
forming  only  the  accompaniments  to  hot  beef 
steaks,  fish,  &c.  Their  dinner,  which  takes 
place  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  is  compara- 
tively sUght,  and  irregularly  served.  Those 
very  few  fiuniBes  who  happen  to  approve  the 
customs  of  the  English,  take  tea  in  the  even- 
ing, but  it  is  more  common  to  omit  this  re- 
freshment altogether.  Every  body  eats  sup- 
per, which  is  in  fact  the  principal  meal  of 
the  day,  and  here  an  old  Fidalga  of  my  ac- 
quaintance is  said  to  evince,  that  in  spite  of 
her  advanced  age,  she  possesses  the  digestion 
of  an  ostrich!  The  favorite  dish  at  breakfast 
of  a  young  dohna,  by  her  own  confession. 
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would  somewhat  astonish  the  fastidious  de- 
licacy of  our  fine  ladies^  or  of  Lord  Ogleby, 
of  famous  memory,  whose  chief  objection  to 
the  worthy  citizen  his  host,  consisted  in  his 
liking  to  eat. 


"  Vulgar  fellow !  hot  rolls  and  butter  in  July!" 

I  cannot  however  believe  that  her  taste  is 
not  peculiar  to  herself  alone.  The  dish  is 
as  follows,  and  it  forms  a  totally  new  article  I 
should  imagine,  in  the  gastronomic  calendar. 
'*  A  large  thick  slice  of  hot  leavened  breads 
strewed  with  salt  and  pepper,  soaked  in  vi- 
negar, seasoned  highly  with  garlic,  and 
swimming  in  that  filthy  sort  of  oil,  which  I 
believe  I  once  before  mentioned  as  pseforred 
here  to  all  others,  being  of  so  rank  a  scent  as 
well  as  flavour,  that  it  is  impossible  not  to 
perceive  its  ^ects  for  many  hours  after  it  has 
been  eaten,  in  the  taint  it  leaves  upon  the 
breath."  There  is  a  species  of  cake,  com- 
posed of  this  oil^  honey,  and  fine  flower,  of 
which  the  best  families  are  extravagantly  fond, 
and  which  they  introduce  upon  every  occa- 
sion.    I  always  fancy  I  can  smell  it  at  the 
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distance  of  several  yards.      The  comtant 
and  profuse  use  of  oil  in  their  food,  joined  to 
the  relaxing  dEeeis  of  indolence  and  of  cli- 
mate^  may  probably  be  the  cause  of  the  al- 
most universal  weakness  of  digestion,  and 
want  of  personal  strength,  so  common  amcmg 
the  inhabitants  of  Usbon.    The  peasantry 
appear  to  enjoy  far  better  health ;  perpetual 
eziercise  under  the  inflaence  of  summer's 
sun  and  winter's  wind,  hardens  their  muscles 
and  reduces  their  flesh :  their  food,  also,  is 
remarkably  spare,  and  by  no  means  of  a  fat- 
tenkig    nature;    dried   fidi,    coarse    black 
looking  bread,  made  of  barley  or  Indian 
com,  with  a  head  or  two  of  garlic,  and  some- 
times goats'-milk  cheese,  dry,  salt,  and  near- 
ly impenetrable  to  the  teeth,  resembling  that, 
upon  which  the  goatherds   regaled   Don 
Quixote   amid    the  cork   tree    mountains. 
They  often  live  to  an  advanced  age,  more 
particular  at  Cintra;   but  this  used  I  am 
told,  to  be  the  case  formerly  more  than  at 
present,  for  of  late,  the  number  of  sudden 
deaths  among  persons  in  the  prime  of  Ufe 
has  increased  to  an  alarming  degree.     Con- 
vulsions, palsy,  and  apoplexy,  are  very  fre* 
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quenty  particularly  among  the  middling  and 
higber  classes.  Sometimes  whole  families 
inherit  these  dreadful  diseases;  and  one 
young  lady  with  whom  I  am  acquainted^  is 
perpetually  liable  to  the  former,  during  the 
hot  months  of  the  year.  She  is  of  a  delica.te 
frame  and  very  nervous.  If  she  is  overfa- 
tigued,  or  agitated  by  any  unpleasant  emo- 
tion, convulsive  spasms  immediately  come 
on ;  and  for  the  first  few  days  after  the  re- 
cent death  of  her  &ther,  she  was  repeatedly 
attacked  in  this  manner,  and  so.  violently, 
that  her  life  was  thought  to  have  been  in 
danger.  The  mention  of  his  decease  reminds 
me  of  a  barbarous  custom  in  Portugal,  which 
yet  remains  to  be  abolbhed.  Immediately 
upon  the  death  of  any  member  of  a  family, 
the  rest  are  obliged,  beginning  from  that 
day,  to  receive  in  formal  ceremony,  the  visit 
of  every  person  of  their  acquaintance,  who, 
hastily  Assuming  a  black  dress,  run  in  crowds 
to  pay  their  set  compliments  of  condolence. 
The  surviving,  and  sometimes  deeply  afflict- 
ed relatives,  range  themselves  upon,  a 'sofa 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  where  they 
are  obliged  to  sit  in  state,  for  the  first  eight 
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days  after  the  death,  exposed  to  the  gaze  of 
hard-hearted  or  careless  curiosity.    When 
the  corpse  is  to  be  buried,  the  heir  of  the  de- 
ceased takes  charge  of  the  key  of  the  coffin, 
and  is  obliged  to  unlock  the  lid,  when  the 
body  remains  with  the  face  uncovered  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  funeral  service.    They 
always  bury  in  churches,  to  the  great  scandal 
of  every  person  of  sane  mind  and  benevolent 
regard  for  the  health  of  the  Uving ;  and  the 
unwholesome  effects  of  this  practice  have 
risen  to  such  a  height,  that  it  has  lately 
been  laid  before  the  consideration  of  the 
Cortes.     Quick  lime  is  often  poured  into  the 
vaults  in  order  to  obviate  the  evil,  but  feel- 
ing and  delicacy  are  offended  by  this  method. 
Certain  it  is,  that  to  the  freed  spirit,  nothing 
can  be  of  less  importance  than  the  manner 
in  which  the  gross  mortal  husk  is  disposed  of. 
The  body  is  Uke  a  garment,  which  when  it  is 
worn  out  or  destroyed,  may  either  be  cast 
into  a  lumber  chest,  or  thirown  wholly  away, 
it  matters  not  which  to  the  late  wearer !  Yet, 
to  the  fond'and  weeping  survivors,  the  idea 
of  any  thing  approaching  to  disrespect,  is 
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often  insupportably  distressing ;  and  for  this 
reason  surely,  a  certain  decency  and  ten- 
derness ought  always  to  be  preserved  in  the 
manner  of  treating  the  bodies  of  the  de- 
parted. 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Cintra,  October. 

A  FEW  weeks  since,  an  assassination  of 
an  officer  took  place  in  the  streets  of  Lis* 
bon :  it  is  the  first  which  has  come  to  our 
knowledge  since  our  arrival  in  the  country, 
and  is  talked  of  as  rather  an  uncommon  cir- 
cumstance at  this  time  of  the  year,  for  it  is 
ehiefly  during  the  dark  nights  of  winter  that 
such  occurrences  are  frequent.  There  has 
been  for  the  last  few  days  a  grand  church 
feast,  held  at  Mafra,  a  celebrated  edifice 
about  twelve  miles  from  hence,  being  at  onee 
a  palace,  a  church,  and  a  convent.  A  great 
deal  of  company  attended  this  ceremony, 
among  them  the  king,  queen,  and  royal  £si^ 
mUy,  who  appear  to  have  a  singular  taste  in 
their  amusements.  It  may  very  well  be  said 
of  them,  as  the  ancient  French  historians 
said  of  the  English  nation,  that  *'  ils  se 
divertissent  moult  tristement!"  The  king 
in  particular  has  never  quitted  home  since 
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he  returned,  but  to  say  prayers  to  the  diffe- 
rent virgins,  at  one  or  other  of  the  neigh- 
bouring churches  or  convents !     No  country 
under  heaven  abounds  more  with  the  out- 
ward  signs  of  devotion  than  Portugal.     The 
virgin  stands  godmother  to  almost  all  the 
females,  and  most  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
are  named  in  honour  of  persons  or  places 
celebrated  in  scripture  or  church  history. 
Donna  Maria  de  Luz,  (our  lady  of  light,) 
I  have  already  mentioned ;  her  aunts  are 
Donna  Maria  de  Picdade,  and  Donna  Maria . 
Madre  de  Deos;   and  her  cousin  (a  very 
amiable    and    estimable    person)  is  called 
Donna  Maria  de  Carmo.     The  house  in 
which  the  La  C.  family  reside,  near  Lisbon, 
is  named   "  Calvario;"    we  oursdves  are 
lodged  in.  the  "  Rua  San  Domingos,"  and 
shortly  intend  to  take  a  house  in  the  *'  Pateo 
das  Chagas,"  (i.  e.  the  place  of  the  five 
wounds  of  Christ).     A  fine  church,  built  by 
the  late  queen,  has  a  still  more  extraordi- 
nary distinction,  being  called  after,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  heart  qf  Jesus  ("  Coracao  do 
Jesus.")     I  believe  thiat  I  have  already  men- 
tioned the  latter  to  you.    The  king  has  some 
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idea^  of  residing  in  future  at  the  palace  of 
the  Ajuda.     I  lately  saw  both  himself  and 
two  of  the  princesses  his  daughters^  in  the 
ancient  palace  at  Cintra^  during  a  visit  of  a 
few  hours  which  they  made  to  that  melkn- 
choly   pile.     His  countenance  was  by  no 
means  prepossessing ;  his  features  irregulari 
and    he  had  every  appearance  of   being 
frightened  to  death.     He  received  but  a 
cold  reception  from  the  {Peasantry,  which  I 
rather  wondered  to  observe^  as  they  have 
hitherto  had  the  reputation  of  extraordinary 
loyalty,  and  to  the  house  of  Braganza  in 
particular.   The  two  princesses  (one  of  them 
a  widow,  having  been  married  to  the  late 
infant  of  Spain,)  were  mild  and  pleasing  in 
their  appearance  and    demeanour.      The 
queen  I  have  not  yet  seen ;  she  is  reported 
to  be  growing  extremely  devout.    The  chief 
things  worthy  of  notice  in  this  palace,  are 
the  apartment  in  which  Don  Alfonso  a  for- 
mer king,  was  confined  for  many  years,  the 
victim  of  frateinal  cruelty ;  and  where  the 
prints  of  his  daily  footsteps  are  still  plainly 
visible;   and  the  chair  in  which  the  cele- 
brated Sebastian  sat,  at  the  last  council  of 
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state  he  ever  held,  only  a  few  days  previouis 
to  his  mysterious  disappearance.  The  archi- 
tecture is  Moorish,  and  there  are  one  or  two 
halls  of  audience  which  are  not  inelegant. 

The  marriages  in  this  country,  among  the 
upper  classes,  are  arranged  in  a  most  absurd 
and  unfortunate  manner.  The  ceremonies 
connected  with  them  are  endless,  and  at- 
tended with  such  enormous  expense,  that 
frequently  the  yoang  couple  are  under  the 
necessity  of  living  in  real  poverty  for  several 
years,  in  conquence  of  their  foolish  and  im- 
provident ostentation  upon  the  day  of  their 
nuptials.  Every  husband,  however  narrow 
his  circumstances,  is  obliged  to  furnish  his 
wife  with  a  set  of  jewels.  Diamonds  are 
almost  indispensible  to  persons  moving  in 
good  society,  whether  married  or  single,  and 
it  is  the  usual  custom  for  a  mother  to  pres^it 
each  of  her  daughters  with  a  small  set  of 
them,  as  she  emerges  from  childhood.  Yet 
with  all  this  magnificence,  the  Portuguese 
ladies  do  not  dress  well ;  their  clothes  are 
generally  ill  chosen  and  by  no  means  becom- 
ing to  the  figure,  and  they  mingle  all  colours 
of  the  rainbow  without  any  scruple.  The 
French  modistes  settled  in  Lisbon,  charge 
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exorbitantly  for  every  fresh  fashion;  but 
they  appear  to  me  to  be  very  inferior  in 
talent  and  in  taste,  to  those  of  Paris  or  Lon- 
don. The  quanta^  of  false  curls  and  braids 
of  hair  worn  by  every  woman  is  really  sur- 
prising; all  ranks  and  all  ages  adopt  the 
custom :  nor  is  it  without  necessity^  for  the 
heat  of  the  climate  inducing  great  perspira- 
tion, prevents  the  natural  hair  from  retaining 
its  curl,  and  it  grows  so  thinly  upon  the  fore- 
head and  temples,  as  to  have  a  very  dis- 
agreeable bald  effect,  unless  assisted  by  art* 
I  had  formerly  heard  that  the  length  and 
luxuriance  of  the  hair  was  a  chief  feature  in 
the  beauty  of  Portugueze  ladies;  but  this 
appears,  from  al)  I  have  been  able  to  observe, 
to  be  a  total  mistake.  The  length,  indeed, 
is  always  considerable,  because  the  hair  is 
suffered  to  grow  from  the  earUest  period 
of  childhood ;  and  I  have  often  seen  female 
in&nts  of  two  years  old,  with  their  Uttle 
tresses  tied  up  behind  in  a  knot,  with  coloured 
ribands:  but  the  thickness  is  not  genuine, 
and  where  it  appears  so,  it  almost  always 
proceeds  from  the  mere  coarseness  of  the 
hair.  The  art  of  the  Friseur  being  a  refine- 
ment, of  course  you  will  not  be  surprised  to 
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hear  that  there  is  not  one  good  prqfessor  hi 
Lisbon;  they  do^not  even  know  how  to  cut 
hair  properly.  I  ought  to  add,  however, 
that  I  have  seen  several  exceptions  to  what 
I  have  just  said,  among,  ladies  with  whom  I 
am  acquainted. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  B.  which  I  have  just 
received,  gives  an  account  of  hifl  feelings 
upon  having  seen  the  interior  of  the  inquisi- 
tion at  Lisbon.  He  says:  "  The  Inquisition 
is  now  open  to  the  free  inspection  of  t}^ 
public,  and  I  bore  the  most  disgusting  ef- 
fluvia, that  can  be  imagined,  from  the  most 
filthy  of  mobs,  in  order  to  pay  minute  atten- 
tion to  the  horrors  of  that  iniquitous  place ! 
In  one  dismal  dungeon  lay  the  skulls  aad 
bpnes  of  several  victims,  and  more  have  boon 
discovered  between  the  walls  of  the  cells  ;* 
on  one  of  the  walls  was  engraved  the  name 
of  an  imfortunate  EngUshman ;  but  he  is  wm 
at  rest  from  the  rage  of  his  merciless  perse- 
cutors, in  a  land  where  no  inquisitor  is  per- 
mitted to  enter.  I  have  seen  pubhc  executions 
of  different  kinds,  but  nothing  in  the  nature 

♦  It  is  not  improbable  however,  that  these  boti^ 
were  placed  here  (for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the  popular 
indignation,)  by  the  Liberal  party. 


y  Google 


CINTRA,  177 

of  piinishment  has  ever  yet  made  so  strong 
an  impression  upon  my  mind,  as  the  view  of 
this  detestable  prison.  I  felt  that  I  was 
walking  upon  ground  which  formerly  had 
been  trodden  only  by  the  cruel  or  the  un- 
happy! During  the  whole  time  I  passed 
here,  the  image  of  corporal  Trim's  poor 
"  brother  Tom"  was  continually  before  my 
eyes.  The  people  are  fiiriously  active  in 
tearing  down  the  walls  of  the  place,  in  order 
to  discover  the  remains  of  other  victims  to 
superstition  and  revenge."  It  is  said,  that 
no  action  of  atrocity  has  been  committed  by 
the  Portugueze  inquisitors  for  the  last  fifty 
years ;  perhaps  an  inspection  of  the  bones 
fotuid  in  these  cells  might,  by  scientific  per- 
sons, be  made  the  means  of  ascertaining  this 
very  doubtfiil  point.  I  have  already  for- 
meriy  mentioned  that  there  are  several  hor- 
rid reports  in  circulation,  relative  to  a  later 
^period  of  its  reign ;  but  as  I  heard  this  from 
a  violent  Constitutionalist,  perhaps  the  state- 
ment might  have  been  exaggerated :  at  alli 
events  the  ,Cortes  are  right  in  thus  exposing 
the  system  in  all  its  horrors,  and  I  think  it 
one  of  the  most  politic  measures  they  have 

VOL.  I.  N 
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ktely  taken.  How  is.it  possible  to  feel  any 
compassion  for  the  present  mortifications  of 
Ferdinand  of  Spain,  when  we  recoUectj  tha^ 
the  first  act  of  his  renewed  reign  was  tho 
restoration  of  lli^  inquisi^ii  of  that  country? 
If  the  delusions  of  party  spirit  could  for  A 
moment  he  put  mdne,  there  would  be  but  one 
answer  to  this  questicm.  The  anecdotes 
circulating  here,  telatiTe  to  the  Aiq>osIfion 
and  conduct  of  that  wretebed  1|nniit,  li^ajljr 
make  hiunantty  dmdderi  and  su^dm^^tote 
qf  meanness,  fiJsebood,  and  fiendish  otufiltyi 
as  Aey  display^  I  never  could  have  unaginedk 
We  purpose  leaving  Cintra  on  Monday 
next,  for  the  season  of  rain  is  daily  estie^tfr' 
ed,  and  the  atmosphere  of  lisbon  is^  l>eM0)# 
much  cooler.  I  shall  quit  this;  beaiitiM 
place  without  regret ;  for  the  aeptasaiiQR  of 
our  domestic  estab&hment  is  in  ^tdtyMaf 
fo  unpleasant,  that  the  charm  of  neoe 
scenery^  however  greats  is  no  compensa^ioki^ 
Adieu. 
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*J'  Ckkra,  September,  fB$t. 

noSKB(weiirt^llie'Otlier,evcniiig»to  Bamallaoi 

Wj^ahgrawd  gtM»detts  behmging  to  tlie  que^ni 

^KT  gnocnKift  liis  lasdt  oat  in  the  andent 

.JDuttdLSftjie;  aitd  tlie  pakee  on  the  outside^ 

4Sov^mmm&&  tHtt  aMowed  to  enter^)  appears 

tiUt)a^4rfiaiUb}rand  tasteless  residence;  many 

^f  ^^^^Ikmu^s  belonging  to  the  fii?st  nobiik^ 

kave  ^w  attsmor  eflfee^  and  the  utter  want 

'-^  m»dort  and  delif^^j  is  evident  at  the 

>fiT9t  gteaune,  from  the  filthy  dung  heaps 

^Mch  are  for  e?er  founds  (undffitiirbed  by 

tf  tofoctoi,  lit*  imy  otiier  scavenger  than  ike 

dogs^)  lying  beneath  the  windows  of  the  best 

apartments :  a  number  of  fowls  are  always 

kept  by  every  family,  whether  rich  or  poor, 

and  as  they  never  make  any  use  of  the 

feathers,  they  are  suffered  to  remain  un- 

eollected ;  by  which  meanB  an  aecumulationt 
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of  fleas  andr  yermm  is  infaUibly  induced, 
which  sometimes  rises  to  the'  t^rmctpt  of  an 
Egyptian  fdague :  I  shall  never  ^get  deeii^ 

the  Count  de for  the  first  tittie»r  in  th/d 

forenoon  of  a  very  hot  day,  standing.out  ior  a 
balcony  of  his  pcdace  as  it  ia  called^  (a  bUilcU 
ing  which,  however  spacious,  had  all^he^  W 
of  a  sordid,  gloomy,  dilapidated  pr|(9i)9,) 
dressed  in  his  usual  mormng  '^iilhabStey 
hands,  £Bu;e,and  teeth  uivwashed^hsur^ii^di^ 
order,  and  with  a  swarthy  beard  wjbich  ^i^ 
dently  had  not  felt  a  raaor  for  two  or  thue^^ 
days,  a  tooth-pick  in  his  moul^  (which».  as. 
Maholio  seems  to  think,  is  a  great  i^nd; 
dignified  resource  for  idle  persons  of  high| 
rank,)  and  hanging  over  the  fumes  of  ,<¥Qei,QC 
the  largest  heaps  of  impurity  t]^at  I^.^^r 
yet  seen,  even  in  the  filthiest  ^treet^  of  JiA^T, 
bon ;  such  a  specimen  of  a  noblemaA  a^d^  1^;^ 
palace,  was  indeed  not  to  be.  p^sed^Qvei;: 
without  due  wonder  and  admiration!  . ; 

I  have  seen  a  singular  equipage,  belongipg.. 
to  a  gentleman  of  the  neighbourl^ood  wM^^; 
has  a.  large  family,  but  who  cannot  afford 
to  keep  horses  or  mules  for  their  ^qcom,- 
modajtion ;  a  ch^nsy  old  .^achj  (as  I^jge  a§ 
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a  travelling  caravan  at  an  English  fair^  or  a 
barge,)  drawn  by  bullocks.     This  ponderous 
machine  is  well  suited  to  the  state  of  the 
*  roads  in  Portugal,  (which  are  all  dreadfully 
'  rough  and  dangerous,)  and  I :  dare  say  it 
^ould  contain  three  times  the  number  of 
persons,  who  were  stowed^  as  the  poet  in- 
fo^rms  us,  in  the  chaise  of  Johnny  6ilpin*s 
"wify.    This  Noah's  ark  sto^^ped  at  the  gates  • 
of  (several  houses  here,  and  the  door  was 
with  Bom€  difficulty  wrenched  open  by  the 
driver,  {drwoer  I  ought  to  say,)  who  also 
eifadted  the  part  of  footman.    I  mtist  own,  I 
shoidd  greatly  enjoy  seeing  a  London  fine 
l^y  condemned  to  make  her  round  of  visits 
ih  a  skntlar  vehicle,  after  having  been  accus- 
tMi^d'all  her  lifb  to  the  Sybarite  indulgence 
of 'her  vis-a-vis,  lined  with  eider  down,  and 
hung  upon  Springs  of  the  best  workmanship: 
l^^it-i^t  be  imagined  that  the  antediluvian 
coach  in  question  wtts  merely  a  country 
d;dAMvance>  for  the  same  sort  of  thii^gs  are 
fVeqiiendy  seen  even  in  the  streets  of  the 
ftfshionable  metropolis  of  Lisbon.^  As  fix 
as  my  own  experience  goes,  I  am  inclined 
t<y  bdieve  that  I  was  told  nothing  but  the 
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HoUs^fr  ^t4mUierm  Portegai  mrertaimokt 
''al^ikj^  fdaiiiif  lire  iiikve  latel]Fbeniiiitn#d^ 
'to  a  ftw  donnaa,  who  Imve  the  niMitatkm 
of  befti;^;  Rubens  ^liapft  M^.iMfe 
'  %&m^  fteir  pefsons^  idach  Fem  fiill^Mr«i 
to  wcessy  dtliovigli iiei^adid  Inan&loimitto 
tiiits  of  couqpleadim  w(»thy\dttienmlflrt3Mipf 
liii  pm^;  M  to  mir  own  opioioiu  1  .loiist 
eeNnfim^  diat  I  tkou^  tbtb  fiito  and  ilbvm 
.  yghly  inelegasit  and  dumajp^  and.  tbftt- 1 
am  utterly  al  a  loss  to  conceure  hoir:  it  Js 
poBsiMe  to  diink  these  ladies  beamiiul  i  <me 
of  them  came  with  her  husblmd  to.paaa  a 
Ibw  days  in  tiie  rural  retiremeiit  of  Qntara, 
«nd  appeared  at  elev^i  o'clock  ia  the  fiMre- 
noon,  wkh  diamond  ear^dngs,  and  her  fingars 
Covered  with  the  most  superb  rings*  Thore 
is  one  ymu^  lady  herci  who  f<N»»s.:|be 
greatest  excq^tion  to  the  g^enerality  of  .her 
country  women  that  I  hare  yet  aeenrJier 
delicate  feat^^res,  graoafid  ^naanars^  ^aod 
tasteful  neatness  and  shn{diei^  of  dmss« 
^irould  do  honour  to  any  country  \  but  I 
4Might»  in  justise^  to  mention  that  sha  has 
boen  educated  by  an  English  governess. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


;Tfaa3£Vi9cbndeifea  fleL-«<*^  has  jtuftreMfUqd 

i^Kmi  pajm^  bcr  duty  at  Q«flkai;r  Ibe  fim 

'/diMi  kerege  abd  lOlrntttleB  hsve  trowed  of 

ffher^ofangWi  skice  Ihe  return  bf^e-nqrid 

c^fidd^i   Ad  sttt  holia  a  Mtnihal  q>i>o1nt- 

i -ttieni  fli  lite  palace^  ii4iicfa  is  ottljr  eoitfa!red 

onjteit  '^eraons  ef  a  certain  yaidc,  and  yet 

1  tfeiai^'iBnttkiUV'  lady  does  ttot  kitow  how 

t  W^s^U  her  otm  name,  or  to  write  a  note 

'^'wHhoat  offi^ding  against  ihe  commonest 

Iilihdi  df  graimttar;  her  case  is  by  iio  nivalis 

:  shtgnlar,  as  many  noble  compatriots  oan 

keep  her  in  eouniehanee;   you  may  judge 

'  by  thn;  of  llie  state  of  educatioli  among  the 

mbSiiyy  under  the  aneienne  regime:   she 

mras  M  oUigihg  as  te  dho#  me  heteourt 

dxesls^  whieh,  id  one  of  a  Jtvet^  common  t6 

all  persoiK^  ^kho  are  in  waiting  iijpon  the 

kii^  or  queen  ^  nothing  can  be  mmre  ugly, 

dribi  a  worse  taste  $  a  train  of  red  silky  of 

Ake  flimsy  Portugueze  ilianufactur^  tod  a 

-  petdcMt  of  dariL  dull  blu«/  of  lite  siUne 

matetiaU  one  embroidered  in  gold,  die  oth6r 

•  hi  silver,  at  the  edgel^ ;  with  which  is  worn 

(by  ^1  but  widows,)  a  head^^dr^ss  of  red  and 
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white  feathers ;  widows  always  app^rin  a 
i^p^  with.black  flowers.  d 

.  The  silk  fiibriq  at  li^n  13  m^  ^  be 
improving!  particularly  during  ih^  last^.twdYK^ 
monthsi  and  there  is  certaiidy  great  need  of 
it ;  I  have  seen  specimens  of  their  very  best 
silk  and  satin,  which  were  both  rich  and 
thicki  although  without  lustre  (compara-< 
tively  speaking)  and  extremely  dear.  French 
silks, are  stricdy  prohibitedi  but. they  are 
not  the  less  worn  and  admired  by  the  belles 
of  fashioUf  The  national  colours  are  now 
changed  to  light  blue  and  white,  and  the 
king  himself  has  submitted  to  wear  the 
cockade,  composed  of  them.  Had  his 
majesty  orfjftita%.  given  half  of  what  jus 
now  wrested  from  his  grasp,  the  people 
would  have  adored  him,  and  he  nught  have 
retained  all  the  best  and  most  truly  noble 
attributes  of  a  sovereign;  as  it  is,  he  gains 
nothing  by  the  most  abject  compliances,  but 
the  contempt  of  both  parties,  Corcunda  and 
liberal ;  he  is  said  to  have  been  warned  of 
the  probability  of  the  present  revolution^ 
jnany  years  ago,  by  a  few  calm  and  rational 
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thi«k€l^1K^  "v^ere attached' to  fih  Interests;' 
but  he  continued  unforttutttely  deaf  to  iall 
adii^,  tt»lSl  the  event  actnaOy  took  place^ 
i«tfeti^l9ie4i'rburaMe  moment  was  orer,  and 
hte  p^§§t>eef9  closed— (it  tnay  be)  for  ever. 
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LETTER  XXV;         ' 

^.  .f 

Buenos  Ayxe9,  October  18tb. 

We  anrhred  here  last  Monday^  Idie^ea- 
ther  is  highly  agreeable,  for  ike  lieair^faos 
greatly  subsided,  and  I  was  imp|iti^nlbr>to 
return  to  Lisbon,  as  my  husband's  iriBcial 
duties  confine  him  so  mi:^,  tlutt  I  ]tar?e 
seen  but  little  of  him  at  Cintra :  the.periegl- 
ical  rains  are  expected  immediatelji  aktd 
people  seem  to  think  it  unusual,  that'thby 
have  not  already  set  in. 

This  day  is  marked  by  peculiar  istolfemiiily^ 
there  has  been  a  grand  funeral  serrice  per- 
formed, in  the  fine  church  of  San  Dowifl^, 
and  masses  said  for  the  souls  of  the  tvdre 
patriots,  with  the  intrepid  General  Freire^t 
their  head,  who,  four  years  ago,  pieristed 
upon  the  scafibld,  martyrs  in  the  cause  of 
their  oppressed  and  degraded  country^  It 
is  a  pity  that  the  seed  sown  by  these  devoted 
men,  should  now  be  reaped  by  the  present 
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government,  whose  character  and  talent  are 

so  far  inferior  ^  I  really  cannot  forgive  the 

Cortesy  for  their   self-interested    arrogant 

narrow-mindcjii  pohpy ;  ^J  have  hy  chance 

been  raised  to  the  possession  of  that  abso* 

lute  power,    which  in  wise  and  virtuous 

hands  would  have  been  exercised  in  the 

canseitfhumaniiy,  justice  and  reascm;  much 

.nd^^  has^e  been  expected  for  the  weifafe 

(and  faaippinesa  of  the  people,  and  $a  iiitie 

iniJfaci^haft  been  att^npted,  that  my  heart 

^gkkel^s,  and  ivfr  indignation  hunts,  when- 

J0fer  my  thoughts  turn  upon  the  suligect ; 

htine  persons  now  at  the  head  of  affiurs  (tn- 

/cUpendent  of  th^  more  serious .  defects,) 

^eem  to  think,  (in  common  with  aU  minds 

of.  ai  limited  (»der,)  that  arrogance  bdig« 

3»ty,  and  ihey  adapt  their  practice  to  their 

tbeovy^  upon  $31  occasions;   had  the  king 

'iteve  energy,  his  cause  might  c^tainly  re- 

.gain  the  ascendancy,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped 

^that  past  m&rmgs  would  teach  him. to 

•  icdfiLwidi  more  e£&ct,  the  sacted  duties  of 

ia  sa^mgn.    It  is  the  fiushionin  these  revo- 

.  'katkmary  times,  to  meer  at  the  term  **  moretP* 

BB  applied  to  majesty;  andyet,  if  werefer 
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to  the  eternal  laws  of  order  and  t^uth,  (whteb 
latter*  is  tm^  anoAer  name  for  juMiite',)  we 
cannot  avmd  perceiving  that  a  king,  when  Ke 
scrupulouriy  fulftk  the  various  and  fffi^[i0r- 
tant  duties  imposed  by  the  Ahnightjr  ait'  ike 
moment  he  placed  a  crown  npon  his  brow, 
merits  from  all  good  men  diat  soleifii]  and 
affecting  appellation.  I  must  conlesi^  Itlat 
I  am  primitive  enough  to  tliitiky  andsi^e- 
times  courageous  enough  to  assert,  that  it 
is  from  a  forgetfrilness  of,  and  a  departure 
frt>m  the  plain  straight^forward  paths  of 
religion,  that  monarchy  has  fallen  of  late 
into  such  disrepute ;  I  attribute  it$  evident 
decline  to  no  secondary  cause,  and  I  lim 
hopeless  of  the  ftiture  amelicMutionoriiAp- 
piness  of  the  world>  while  persons  in  x>oweif/- 
shall  continue  to  uphold  the  infamotis  yet 
received  maxim  of  government,  that  ''what 
is  moraUy  wrongs  may  or  can  be  f)oiiiicalfy 
right.''  The  advice  to  kings  and  governors, 
which  the  excellent  Fenelon  has  gvren  in^ 
the  pages  of  his  Telemachus,  ought  to  be 
engraven  in  letters  of  gold  and  fire,  inllie^ 
halls  and  upcm  the  hearts  of  every  sovi^eign^ ' 
we  now  consider  hk  work  merely  as  a  jwe*'^ 
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nile  class  book;  alas!  the  time  maycome, 
when  the  grejrheaded  wiae  ones  wiU  regret 
thaib  they  ha/fe  to  utterly  despised  the 
les6»p$  i^«%bt  HI  diis  school ;  sooner  or  later 
we  sbatt  all  foe  forced  back  by  the  inrincibk 
coiif  se  of  evetitSj  by  the  stemless  tide  of 
truth,  toithe  same  point  from  which  we  first 
depaiied^  and  firom  which  we  ought  never 
to  b^TC^  divef^d;  but  alas,  what  tragedies 
may  eiocuf^  ere  the  salutary  return  is  effiscted ! 
Yt>u  will  not  accuse  me  of  romance,  or  fanati- 
ci$in,  in  what  I  have  just  said,  for  I  have 
only  urged  the  doctrines  of  that  divine  law- 
giveOTi  whose  words  are  those  of  "  eternal 
truth  attllife!" 

The  Spanish  ambassador  and  his  countess 
a«e  just  gone,  having  concluded  their  mis- 
sioo,  which  was  to  ofier  congratulations  to 
the  king  and  royal  ikmily,  upon  their  return 
frmv  the  Braizils;  the  graceful  Spaaieird, 
(foT:  nw^  indeed  the  countess  really  is,)  came 
to  bid/ us  farewell,  previous  to  their  journey; 
and  iaihe  fashion  of  her  country,  repeatedly 
kis$ed  me  on  both  cheeks,  embracing  me  in 
the  .most  engaging  manner,,  and. offering  to 
execute  iwy  commissions  for  us  at  Madrid ; 
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1  Hgt9^  htt  departure/  fov' ^^  if^tt  ^jvm. 
eemmeiiciiig'an  acqua^anee^  and  {eund  Iter 
sodel^  very  tMroaiktef .  An&ik&  i^ij^rxM^ 
friettd)  with  whom  we  were  nrae  intiatatei  y 
abo  about  to  leave  vm  for  his  owa  court;  li# 
cUfilikea  Liaboft  as  much  as  we  da^  aid  kMiglia 
ejitreaiel  J  at  the  enliiiitiiasm  of  those  Bii]gfisbl 
traveitars,  who  have  impdaod  o»  Afarifire^ 
side  firieBdi  at  hcnne,  by  repreieiitiiig''it'ah^ 
a  sort  of  "  Pays  de  Cocc^fie:'  Thm^^ 
nihg,  I  have  received  a  visit  from  a  lady  of 
one  of  the  first  houses  in  Portuga(;  tfaift 
Conde^a  d*A.  who  is  just  retunied  1^  heir 
Lisbon  residence^  after  a  si^ur  of  n&Euiy 
months  at  her  estate  in  a  distant  ]^ovinte^ 
she  is  the  first,  (with  the  exception  of  ^le 

la  C s,)  who  has  shown  us  the  svmXk^A 

attention  or  civiHty  upon  our  arrival  in  tUs 
'^  land  of  the  stranger:"  but  why  sbo^dd 
I  mention  civility  or  hoq;»taUty  towiards 
foreigners?  they  seem  to  be  virtues  unbnown 
to  this  people,  generally  speaMng;  the  Con* 
de^a  has  invited  ua  to  her  house,  (I  belierve 
at  tii»  instigation  of  our  mutual  di}rfoinatle 
fideidy  to  whom  I  have  latdy  alluded,)  on 
all  nights,  except  those  on  whid^  tlHere-is 
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]^MiiA«Mii^  Saa  Carlpa:  her  fir«t  a^/pms^ 

^ISilgli^  ti^e,  a»,  she  wa»  efnamented  wilh 

B;iiiiy:fiiif^Ji^welS|t<amoi^  which  I  remarked 

a,JHiUJbiin(,lW  of  a  single  stone,  as  large  as  - 

^Jip^  ^^IQ  and  dc^ora^ed  with  the  oider 

oi,  Stt .  Ji^«^  enriched  with  dianu>ndsi.  which 

^j^'^w^e  at  her  bosoM;  she  is  the  only 

£ea)fiaLe  (with  the  exception  of  one  other 

If^jrof  high  mpkf)  upon  whom  the  grand- 

^liaeter  had  Qonfenred  such  a  distinction; 

he^ig*  a  widow,  her  dress  was  black,  as 

iH'  l^s  country  the  rdict  never  re-assumes 

cojUh^s  afWc  the  daiiise  of  the  husband^ 

^e$s  she  m  eUher  very  young,  or  has  no 

dianie  in  rendering  U  apparent  to  the  eyes 

i^  the  world  that   she    wishes  to   marry 

l^ain* 

it  IB  really  surprising  to  observe  the  num- 
hei:  of  Jewels  worn  by  the  inferior  classes 
al^4  tfoie  chambermaid  at  the  hotel  at  Cintra 
yvofi^  roal  diamond,  earnigs  when  she  was 
^me/ei,  for  ma^aiul  when  I  was  at  the  fair 
pf  Canq[)o  Grande  (the  largest^  in  PortMgiJ, 
an^  mm:h^  frequent^  by  att  rank^>)  I  saw  a 
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eommon  huckstress  standing  behind  h^i^ 
shopboard  in  a  paltry  booth,  selling  linen- 
drapery,  who  wore  the  most  brilliant  diamond 
drops  in  her  ears,  of  such  enormous  length, 
that  they  nearly  touched  her  coUar  bones ; 
she  was  also  adorned  with  a  Brazilian  chain* 
(always  of  the  purest  gold,)  which  appeared 
to  be  several  yards  long.  The  communica- 
tion between  this  country  and  the  Brazils, 
(which  latter  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  £1 
Dorado,)  in  some  measure  accounts  for 
such  luxury  of  ornament.  A  friend  who 
called  upon  us  this  morning,  mentioned  the 
following  as  the  present  opinion  of  the  Por- 
tugueze  in  general,  always  excepting  the 
Corcundas,  (who  would  go  on  hofmig  to  see 
the  ancient  despotism  restored,  though  it 
were  effected  by  the  ruin  of  the  congregated 
inhabitants  of  the  world,)  that  *'  the  allied 
Sovereigns  will  not  attempt  any  measures 
hostile  to  the  new  foimd  liberties  of  Spain 
and  Portugal ;  that  even,  were  they  ever  so 
well  inclined  to  intermeddle,  the  pecplc  d 
their  respective  countries  would  rise  to  pre* 
vent  them,  and  that  in  a  very  few  years  the 
independence  of  the  South  American  j(o* 
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vemments  will  be  acknowledged  by  the 
different  European  powers,  and  I  am,  in- 
deed,  very  much  inclmed  to  join  in  this 
idea;  time  only  will  discover  the  justice  of 
these  opinions.  The  first  and  most  probable 
disaster  that  is  expected  to  happen  to  Por- 
tugal,  is  the  defection  of  her  American  co- 
lonies, as  a  strong  spirit  of  independence  has 
lately  been  manifest  among  them:  certain 
it  is,  that  they  have  long  been  able  to  do 
without  Ae  protection  of  Portugal,  and  in- 
deed yield  far  greater  advantage  than  they 
receive.  How  long,  therefore,  they  may 
continue  voluntarily  to  submit  to  the  yoke 
of  the  mother  country,  appears  very  pro- 
blematicaL  The  Prince  Regent  at  Rio,  Don 
Pedro,  has  always  been  upon  bad  terms  with 
%he  King  his  father,  and  therefore  it  will  not 
be  surprising,  if  he  should,  eventually,  em- 
brace the  opportunity  of  becoming  the  head 
Hof  a  new  and  independent  constitutional  go- 
vernment, should  the  Brazilians  afford  him 
the  means.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Cortes, 
(which  now  assembles  in  the  convent  of  the 
Necessidades,)  the  Brazilian  deputies  hardily 
C<mfronted  those  of  Portugal,  and  from  the 
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speeches  which  passed  between  them,  it  was 
erident  that  the  latter  were  suspicious  and 
seorelly  afraid  of  the  former,  who,  on  their 
parts,  took  little  pains  to  conceal  their  feel*- 
ings  of  scorn  and  defiance. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  fair  of  'Campo 
Grande:  this  is  held  once  every  year  ia  a 
large  open  space,  about  two  leagoea  from 
Lisbon,  planted  with  small  trees  in  formal 
avenues.  There  are  no  amusements  of  any 
sort;  neither  shews,  swings,  tumblers^,  jug- 
glers, strolling  actors,  nor  wild  beasts,  aiid 
worse  than  all,  no  Punchinello  was  to  be  seen. 
The  people  displayed  nothing  of  that  light 
mirth  and  bounding  springing  hilarity  which, 
at  meetings  of  a  similar  kind  in  Spain, 
France,  and  some  parts  of  Italy,  are  so  de- 
lightful to  witness:  in  fact,  it  is  nothing  but 
a  vast  coBunercial  mart,  where  the  jewellers' 
booths  were  better  supplied  luid  more  nu- 
merous than  any  others,  and  the  display  of 
English  goods  very  considerable.  The  fhiM 
stalls  were  also  well  Aut^hed,  but^akogetliinr 
it'was  die  dtsUest  assemblage  of  die  kitidf  4bai 
Mr  weH  be  inu^ned,  and  the  pcrfsonoas 
brei^is  ef'%he  mbh  <pr«eeedii^  from  Am 
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garlk-eating  propensity)  were,  to  a  stranger, 
absolutely  overpowering. 

You  will,  perhaps,  wonder  that  I  have  not 
yet  visited  Mafra ;  but  you  would  cease  to 
do  so,  if  you  wete  aware  of  the  fatigue  of 
the  joifmey  in  this  climate,  and  the  total 
absence  of  all  accommodations  when  you 
arrive  t^re.  It  takes  up  an  entire  day  to 
see  it,  on  account  of  the  considerable  dis- 
tance from  Lisbon  and  the  horrible  road 
through  which  yoti  must  necessarily  pads. 
During  the  heat  of  summer  it  is  doubly  for- 
midable, as  there  is  not  a  single  tree  to  shel- 
ter the  traveller  from  the  sun's  intolerable 
blaze;  and  when  he  at  length  reaches  Mafra, 
through  all  these  difficulties,  there  is  no  inn 
to  receive  him,  and  if  he  has  not  had  the 
prudence  to  carry  provisions  with  him,  he 
SrSl  run  great  risk  of  starvation,  as  it  is  nearly 
impossMe  to  procure  any  thing  really  fit  to 
eat  io  the  place.  Those  persons  who  wish 
to  enjoy 'Mafra^  should  take  care  to  be  in- 
vited to  dine  and  sleep  at  the  quinta  of  some 
Cndttd  inh  the  neighbourhood,  where,  bow- 
ewr,^  they  might  chance  to  pay  for  their, 
meidy  Ijy.  being  theAosel^tea  devoured  durii^ 
o2 
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the  night  by  bugs,  .&c.  Tnily  I  am  of 
opinion,  from  all  I  have  heard  of  it,  that 
Mafra  would  not  compensate  for  the  trouble 
of  the  journey  thither;  not  that  I  mean  to 
depreciate  its  merits  as  a  very  fine  building, 
and  were  it  any  thing  similar  to  Batalha  in- 
deed, I  might  risk  all  or  any  inconvenience 
to  have  the  gratification  of  behpldingit;  but 
I  am  assured  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 
case,  and  therefore  I  feel  less  shame  in  yield- 
ing to  that  physical  indolence  which  is  fast 
advancing  upon  me. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

Buenos  Ayres^  October  25th. 

I  WENT  the  day  before  yesterday  to  re- 
turn the  visits  of  Miss  K.  (sister  to  the 
Swedish  Charge  here)  and  of  the  Conde^a 
d'A.  The  house  of  the  latter  commands 
the  finest  view  of  the  Tagus  and  the*  dis- 
tant mountains  that  we  have  yet  seen,  and  I 
readily  acknowledge  that  the  prospect  is 
truly  grand  and  beautiful  in  its  way.  The 
mansion,  built  within  the  last  two  years  by 
the  Condega  herself,  is  far  more  cheerful 
and  fresh  in  its  exterior,  than  those  of  the 
usual  run  of  palaces  in  this  country,  but  it 
has  no  pretension  to  architectural  ornament. 
The  men  servants  who  came  out  to  receive 
us  were  numerous,  but  not  dressed  with  that 
attention  to  neatness  and  spruceness  which 
is  so  universal  among  the  domestics  of  noble 
and  wealthy  families  in  England.  The  in- 
terior of  the  house  was  both  superb  and 
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convenient^  and  reflected  great  credit  upon 
the  taste  of  the  amiable  mistress.  Its  apart- 
ments were  many  in  nimiber,  all  handsome, 
well  proportioned,  and  furnished  with  much 
elegance  and  splendour.    The  estates  of  the 

A family  are  numerous,  and  the  prin<fi- 

pal  seat,  near  Coimbra,  is,  we  are  assftired, 
one  of  the  wonders  of  Portugal^  and 
here  there  has  been  likewise  introduced 
a  degree  of  comfort  as  well  as  magmfr* 
icence,  which  assimilates  ^  very  nearly  witii 
English  taste  and  ideas."*"  At  the  lisbon 
residence  she  possesses  a  fine  collection  of 
paintings  by  the  old  Italian  masters,  among 
which  we  recognized  Corregio.  She  has 
^l8(^  a  private  theatre  here,  in  which  her 
three  daughters  have  sometimes  performed 
operas,  as  they  are  all  extremely  fond  of 

*  The  kitchen  of  this  place  is  a  great  curiosity ;  of 
immense  dimensions,  and  most  superbly  appointed. 
A  river  flows  through  the  midst  of  it,  from  ^hich  it  is 
the  common  practice  of  the  cooks  to  catch  tlie  fish, 
which  a  few  moments  aflerwards  are  prepared  for  the 
table.  Tlie  Duke  of  Wellington  is  said  to  have  amused 
himself  by  fishing  here,  during  the  time  that  he  was  so 
hospitsyt>Iy  and  enthusiastically  received  by  the  family. 
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music ;  it  is  beautifully  fitted  op ;  and  we 
were  rcgoiced  to  learn  tlM  it  is  ber 
intention  to  open  it  for  entertainments  of  this 
Bature,  during  the  winter.  We  perceived 
at  cFHce,  that  the  mind  of  tiiis  lady,  superior 
by  nature,  had  received  a  degree  of  culture 
and  polish  v^ry  rare  among  her  country- 
women, and  that  she  had  amply  benefited  by 
the  opportunities  sbe  formerly  enjoyed  of 
acquiring  information  by  fereign  travel. 
'Her  sleeping  apartment  opens  into  a  room 
furnished  with  iiooks^  and  I  saw  imtps,  &c. 
lying  about  upon  her  writing  table-^  miracle 
ui  Portugal.  Nothing  eoidd  be  more 
politely  winning  than  her  reception ;  and  the 
d%nity  of  her  person,  the  regularity  of  her 
features,  and  the  sweet  expression  -of  her 
animated  countenance,  harmonized  entirely 
with  the  grace  and  ease  of  ber  manner. 
Her  daughters  seem  to  emulate  her  exam- 
ple ;  they  are  very  youngs  but  still  they  are 
what  is  called  here  grown  up,  and  th^  eldest 
^  Ms  recently  married  to  hcdr  uncle  by  tite 
Other's  side ;  this,  however  stratige  to  Our 
apprehensions,  has  every  apjpearance  of  being 
a  happy  and  prudent  match,  as  the  young 
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lady  is  aiiached  to  her  husband,  and  the 
gentleman  still  in  the  prime  of  middle  age, 
and  of  an  estimable  character  and  temper. 
The  second  daughter  is  remarkable,  from 
the  fair  bloom  of  her  complexion,  her  blue 
eyes  and  light  brown  hair,  all  of  which  are 
uncommon  in  this  '*  land  of  the  sun/*  Tha 
Condega  herself  was  married  very  early  in 
life  to  a  near  relation,  who  was  at  the  same 
time  far  advanced  in  years ;  and  it  is  but  too 
usual  for  young  girls  of  high  rank  to  be  dis- 
posed of  by  their  parents,  for  their  own  in- 
clinations are  seldom  consulted,  at  the  age 
of  twelve  and  thirteen,  to  very  old  men,  the 
pope  readily  consenting  to  grant  dispensa- 
tions which  enable  such  marriages  to  tal^e 
place.  ^  A  noble  foreigner,  of  very  intelligent 
and  agreeable  manners,  who  has  passed 
several  years  in  the  Brazils,  tells  me,  that  in 
Portugueze  society  there,  the  utmost  form 
and  ceremony  prevail;  when  you  enter  a 
room,  every  body  rises,  and  it  is  expected 
that  you  should  be  particularly  minute  in  in- 
quiring after  the  health  of  every  absent  con- 
nection of  the  mistress  of  the  bouse.  You 
must  always  visit  in  full  dress,  as  if  decorated 
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for  court,  and  make  about  a  hundred  bows 
and'  curtsies  at  coining  in  and  going  away, 
or  else  resign  yourself  to  the  mortification 
of  being  considet*ed  as  wholly  ignorant  and 
ill-bred.      He  added,  that  he  would  not 
ad¥ise  an  EngKsh  friend  to  look  for  conver- 
ssKtion,  ih  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  at  any 
of  tUese  meetings,  for  the  thing  is  unknown. 
We  went  afterwards  to  purchase  some 
trifles  at  a  jeweOer's  shop  in  the  Rua  d'Ouro 
(©oldrstreet)  who  is  reckoned  the  Gray  or 
Rundel  of  Lisbon;   we  saw  several  hand- 
some ornaments  and  magnificent  stones,  but 
nothing  could  bear  the  smallest  comparison 
in  point  of  workmanship,  fancy,  or  taste,  with 
th^  beautiful  things  to  be  met  with  in  Lon- 
don or  Paris.    We  had  occasion  to  remark, 
(of  what,  indeed,  we  had  often  been  assured,) 
^'  the  ridiculous  pomposity,  inattention  and 
disrespect  of  the  tradesmen  in  Lisbon ;" — 
they  generally  conceive  that  they  are  doing 
you  a  favour  in  allowing  you  to  purchase  of 
them,  and  if  you  enter  a  shop  and  inquire  if 
they  have  such  and  such  an  article,  they  will 
sometimes  answer  "  yes,"  but  without  giving 
themselves  the  trouble  of  bringing  it  for 


y  Google 


902  LISBON. 

jour  inspection,  unless  you  directly  request 
that  tbey  will  do  so.*  An  English  lady  pur- 
chased a  pair  of  ear-rings  of  the  little  Don 
Pomposo  to  whom  I  have  just  aUuded;  they 
amounted  to  more  than  ten  guineas  in  vidue, 
nor  did  she  attempt  to  object  to  their  price, 
yet  he  received  her  money  with  almost  a 
sneer  upon  his  countenance,  and  wholly  dis- 
dained to  thank  her  as  she  left  the  shop : 
to  this  circumstance  we  were  ourselves  wit- 
nesses. The  Portugueze  manufacture  cottcm 
prints,  muslins  and  calicoes^  but  they  are  far 
behind  those  of  England;  woollen  goods 
*are  also  of  a  very  inferior  quality,  flannel  in 
particular  being  both  dear  and  bad ;  much 
of  the  latter  useful  article  comes  from  our 
own  country,  but  the  Portuguese  rarely 
import  the  best  sort. 

Driving  through  the  city  the  other  day, 
we  encountered  a  very  common,  yet,  to  a 
stranger,  a  most  unpleasant  sight;  two 
women  in  an  open  sege,  at  whose  feet,  roU- 

♦  This  peculiarity  must,  I  should  thinly,  have  been 
handed  down  to  them  fixmi  the  Moors,  as  it  is  well 
known  to  exist  among  that  people. 
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ing  about  with  every  motion  of  the  carriage, 
lay  the  uncovered  corpse  of  a  young  child, 
wrapped    hi    a    tawdry  shawl    of  orange 
coloured  sUk,  and  loaded  with  other  trum- 
pery finery.     Infants,  whose  parents  cannot 
well  afford  the  expense  of  a  funeral,  are 
taken  generally,  to  the  see,  or  cathedral 
church  of  Lisbon,  and  left  on  the  steps,  (^ 
upon  some  tomb,  to  be  interred  at  the  con^ 
ve^nce  of  the  priest.    The  nuns  and  other 
charitalile  persons  take  pleasure  in  decking 
the  little  corpse  with  all. the  finery  they  can 
collect,  and  these  &Ilen  blossoms  are  called 
"  auigdlios,"  (angels,)  while  their  death,  when 
under  the  age  of  seven  years,  is  considered 
as  a  signal  favour  from  heaven^  and  kept  as 
a  festival  by  the  parents.    In  one  of  the  city 
churches,  a  few  days  since,  a  poor  wonuui 
had  left  the  body  of  her  child,  and  9ot*find« 
•  ing  it  buried  at  the  time  she  expected,  took 
it  home  for  the  night  and  returned  it  the 
next  morning.     The    rapacious  padres  of 
this  superstitious  country  will  rarely  do  their 
duty  without  payment  of  some  sort ;  and  it 
occasionally  happens  that  a  dead  body  i$ 
seen  lying  o|i  its  back  in  the  open  streets. 
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with  a  little  cup  or  pan  placed  upon  thd 
breast,  for  the  reception  of  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions to  defray  the  expenses  of  burial. 
An  English  acquaintance  of  ours,  who  cer-< 
tainly  is  not  too  partial  to  this  people,  was 
narrating  some  curious  anecdotes  illustrative 
of  their  manners  and  customs,  and  more 
particularly  mentioned  the  disgusting  scenes 
which  are  sometimes  witnessed  at  these 
funerals.  Should  the  rank  or  circumstances 
of  the  deceased  have  been  at  all  respectable, 
he  is  carried  with  great  pomp  to  the  grave, 
attended  by  many  persons  bearing  lighted 
torches  or  wax  tapers,  and  followed  by  other 
mourners:  when  they  reach  the  plaoe  of 
interment,  the  grave  is  opened,  and  the 
corpse  taken  out  of  the  long  trunk  m  which 
it  had  been  previously  contained,  and  thrown 
heedlessly  into  it,  frequently  without  even 
the  decency  of  a  shroud. 

The  priests  are  generally  very  active  in 
obtaining  rich  bequests  from  their  dying 
penitents,  but  now  and  then  they  are  pai4 
by  the  latter  in  their  own  coin :  an  instance 
of  this  is  just  come  to  our  knowledge,  at 
which   I  confess  I  was  wicked  enough  to 
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laugh  very  heartily. — ^A  sick  gentleman  of 
considerable  property,  thinking  himself  at 
the  last  extremity,  called  in  two  of  these 
reverend  advisers,  who  persuaded  him, 
during  a  violent  paroxysm  of  pain,  to  vow  a 
pair  of  silver  candlesticks  to  Saint  Antonio 
(their  patron)  in  case  he  should  recover. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  got  well,  and  was  dtdy 
reminded  of  his  promise.  **  Certainly,"  said 
he,  "  it  is  already  fulfilled ; — it  was  the  first 
step  I  took  upon  recovering  my  health :  look 
here." — Then,  leading  them  to  a  table,  he 
f(ointed  out  a  pair  of  silver  candlesticks 
about  two  inches  in  height,  and  not  thicker 
than  a  straw,  which  were  placed  before  a 
•miniature  of  St.  Antonio,  which  he  himself 


The  Chagas  church  is  enriched  by  the 
votive  offerings  of  native  mariners,  who, 
during  a  storm,  are  wont  to  promise  to  their 
favourite  saint,  the  donation  of  their  best 
sail,  if  he  will  extricate  them  from  the  im- 
pending danger ;  and  it  is  no  unusual  circum- 
stance, to  see  an  immense  sail  carried  up  the 
steep  ascent  to  thisehurch,  by  a  ship's  crew, 
who  immediately  afterwards  redeem  it  for  a 
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sum  of  money.  The  Cortes  are  at  present 
employed  in  abolishing  a  convent^  situated 
at  about  the  distance  of  a  mile  from  Lisbon^ 
in  which  the  captdins  of  vesselflf  used  ihra- 
riably  to  con&ie  thedf  wlves^  during  thei^ 
own  absence  upon  a  long  voyiage.  What- 
ever may  hare  been  tihe  iniquities  of  the  In*'* 
qnisition^  some  smal^  apoJo^  may  fairly  be 
offered;  on  the  plea  of  the  darkness  of  the 
ages  in  which^  they  prospered  most ;  but 
cruelties  of  quite  as  deep  a  die  are  still  per- 
petrated in  some  of  the  convents  of  modem 
days.  It  was  only  a  week  ago^  that  a-moiA 
was  discovered  in  a  loathsome  dungeon  in 
one  of  them^  where  he  had  been  confined 
for  some  venial  offence  ever  since  the  yeaCt 
1813;  he  had  suffered  so  much*  from  bud 
food,  want  of  cleanliness,  and  the  deprivation 
of  free  air,  that  his  death  almost  imntedlatdy 
followed  his  release. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Oct  26th. 

The  Portugueze  are  by  no  means  less 
proud  of  their  city,  than  the  Spanish  pro- 
verb tell  us  that  people  are  of  SeTille ; 
imleed  they  seem-  not  at  all  belrnid  the 
Gfamese  in  their  estimation  of  their  own 
caqpitri  as  the  metropolis  of  the  universei 
tfie  trwe  centre  of  the  "  celestial  empire.** 
A  Utde.  satirieai  work,  lately  published,  (or 
tepubttslied^  I  know  not  which,)  is  said  to 
htffB  raffled  die  pliimesof  this  self-important 
^pemfit,  though  it  is  questioned  whether  they 
Will  improve  by  its  useful  hints;  its  title  is^ 
**  Adam  alive  again,"  who  is  supposed  to  be 
permitted  to  i^etum  to  earth,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  the  tour  of  the  world.  Oar  worthy 
pvegenitofi  like  many  other-old  gentlemen, 
is  boih  surprised  and  indignant*  at  every 
change  that  has  been  introduced  since  his 
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own  time^  considering  the  highest  improve- 
ments in  the  light  of  innovations :  he  passes 
rapidly  through  England^  France,  Italy,  Ger- 
many and  other  countries,  and  finds  nothing 
but  perpetual  subjects  of  annoyance ;  in  the 
remote  parts  of  Germany,  indeed,  he  is  a 
little  comforted  by  perceiving  some  remains 
of  venerable  and  primitive  ignorance,  but 
when  he  comes  to  Portugal  he  breathes 
freely.  "  Here,"  he  exclaims  in  a  rapture, 
"  here  will  I  take  up  my  future  abode ;  here 
are  no  nonsensical  refinements,  no  learning, 
no  science,  no  literature ;  agriculture  is  free 
from  modern  presumptuous  innovations:  and 
so  far  from  being  pestered  with  what  are 
called  the  *  fine  arts,'  I  can  scarcely  perceive 
any  appearance  of  what  are  denominated 
by  the  ridiculous  philosophers  of  the  day, 
'  useful  inventions ;'  the  wise,  the  noble, 
the  magnanimous  Portugueze  have  in  no 
respect  altered  since  I  left  the  world,  and 
they  alone  are  worthy  the  honour  of  my 
association." 

Last  night  we  were  at  the  opera;   the 
house  is  a  handsome,  spacious  building,  an^ 
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the  king*s  box  in  <he  centre  of  the  dress 
circle,  of  very  ample  dimensions,  rising  in  a 
dome  to  the  upper  tiers,  has  a  truly  splendid 
and  regal  effect.  The  theatre  is  badly 
lighted,  shabby  in  its  decorations,  and  dirty 
in  the  extreme,  but  it  possesses  some  sCenes 
beautifully  executed;  two  large  arm-chairs, 
and  a  range  of  small  ones,  for  the  king, 
qufeen,  and  rojral  family,  occupy  the  front  of 
their  box,  behind  whi<;h  rises  a  gallery  for 
the  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  waiting;  up  t6 
the  present  moment  we  are  Ttssured  that  the 
latter  personages,  however  dignified  their 
rank,  were  always  obliged,  by  etiquette,  to 
stand  during  the  whole  performance,  how- 
ever tedious,  if  they  were  admitted  to  the 
hotioufr  of  a  place  in  the  same  box,  instead 
of  remaining  in  the  gallery  just  mentioned. 
We  were  pleased  by  th^  performance,  "  La 
Pesta  di  Rosa,*^  but  our  admiration  was 
limited  to  one  or  two  of  the  performers. 
This  opera  (fight  and  brilliant  in  the  style 
of  its  knusic)  is  composed  by  CocciA,  a  young 
Italian,  who  copies  so  Closely  from  Rossini, 
that  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  diflbrence  between  them;    the  whole 
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company  are  from  Milan,  as  well  as  the  corps^ 
de  ballet ;  the  latter  seem  to  possess  little 
talent,  and  the  mechanist  must  be,  I  should 
suppose,  about  the  worst  in  Europe ;  as  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  scenery,  and  the 
dresses  of  the  performers,  economy  appears 
to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  or  rather  night. 
One  thing  it  was  impossible  not  to  see — 
the  ignorance,  generally  speaking,  of  the 
audience ;  almost  all  the  applause  was  given 
to  what  really  least  deserved  encouragement, 
and  a  few  delicate  strokes  of  genuine  talent 
were  entirely  lost  upon  them.  Favini  was 
Prima  Donna,  her  voice  is  much  decayed, 
more  from  accident  or  indisposition,  than 
from  age,  as  she  is  still  young  and  handsome 
enough  for  her  profession;  I  should  con- 
ceive that  it  had  once  been  very  fine ;  her 
taste  is  extremely  good,  and  she  is  a  lively 
graceful  actress: — those  who  admire  her 
most,  insist  that  we  ought  to  pardon  the 
huskiness  of  her  tones,  in  consideration  of 
the  injury  they  probably  received  in  the 
bleak  climate  of  Russia ;  for  Favini  was  at 
Moscow  with  the  French  armies,  composing 
part  of  the  travelling  baggage  of  Beauhar- 
nois. 
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In  comparison  with  our  English  belles^ 
the  present  audience  certainly  did  not  look 
to  advantage ;  there  is  a  superiority  in  the 
former,  not  only  in  beauty,  but  in  elegance 
of  dress  and  appearance  altogether,  which 
is  not  to  be  mistaken :  I  say  this,  in  no  spirit 
of  unworthy  and  illiberal  exultation,  but 
merely  as  it  struck  me  as  being  a  simple 
truth. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 


Baenos  Ayres^  Nov.  2d. 

This  month  generally  opens  in  Portugal 
during  a  rainy  fortnight,  which  is  the  imme- 
diate precursor  of  St.  Martin's  summer ;  but 
this  year  the  weather  has  been  so  unusually 
capriciouRi  that  we  have  only  experienced 
two  or  three  days  pf  raiiu  at  irregular  inter- 
vals, and  the  summer  of  this  saint  seems  to 
have  arrived  at  least  ten  days  before  its 
time.  The  sun  was  unclouded  yesterdagr* 
and  very  warm  widiout  being  fisa^ce ;  a  fine 
breeze  tempered  its  rays,  and,  we  avaikd 
ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  take  aii'«!s- 
oursion  by  water,  to  return  due  visit-  of  lun 
Engh^  lady  who  resides  at  Pedroiigosj  a 
small  town  upon  the  Tagns,  at  a  few  ml4s 
distancefrom  Idsbon,  close  to  the  picturraque 
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castle  of  Belem.  The  view  of  Lisbon,  whea 
seen  from  die  riveri  is  superbly  beautiful; 
the  white  and  lofty  hou^ess  ^^^^  from  smoke,, 
ai^pear  as>  if  they  ought  to  be  the  favouritCL 
abodes  of  elegaoce  and  Burity ;  hut  the  mo^ 
ment.  you  land,  the  pleasing  illusion  vanishea 
at  once*.  When  we  quitted  the.  boat  at  Pe- 
droi^QS,  we  found  ourselves  u£on  the  sands, 
close  under  the  old  Gothic  ^stle  whidn  I 
haye  just  mentioned,,  which  is  now  made  use 
of  as  a  state  prison.:,  the  Conde  dos  Arcoa 
ifi  at  present  confined  there,  having  rendered 
I^mself  obnoxious  to>  the  new  government, 
upon  his  return  from  th^  Brazils,,  by  the  ex^ 
hibition  of  Corcunda  principles*     We  soon. 

discovered  the  resid^ce  of  Mrs.  C ^ 

lii^hich  bo^s  of  pure  air,  and  is  perfectly, 
free  from  the  effluvia  of  Xisbon  or  Buenoa 
AyrejB ;  she  affirms  it  to  be  much  cooler  also 
than  either,  aUh^^h,  fheret  ia  nothing  like 
i^hade  to  b^  seen«  We  observed  that,  the 
fences  by  the  road  side  were  chiefly  hedges 
of  tike  aloe,  which  rises  to  an  enormous 
height,  and  here  and  there  a  palm-tree 
reitred.its  slender  form  among  them,  giving 
proof  positive  of  the  fierce,  degree  of  heat 


y  Google 


214  LISBON. 

common  to  this  climate.     The  fishermen's 
families  chiefly  reside  in  this  neighbourhood^ 
and  we  met  several  of  them  in  their  peculiar 
costume^  carrjring  large  baskets,  or  antique- 
shaped  pitchers  of  ^d  earth,  upon  their 
heads  ;  the  latter  are  made  of  porous  clay, 
and  are  in  universal  use  as  water- coolers ; 
they  are,  I  am  told,  so  admired  by  the 
Italians  for  their  classic  forms,  (certainly  a 
remnant  of  Roman  taste,)  that  large  quan- 
tities are  frequently  exported  to  Italy.  Some*^ 
of  these  women  were  busily  employed  in 
roasting  chestnuts  in  the  open  air,  and  the 
same  trade  is  going  on  at  this  season  in 
every  street  of  lisbon ;  nothing  can  be  more 
delicious  than  this  fruit  so  prepared:  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  sent  to  table  in 
the  houses  of  our  English  epicures  is  far 
inferior;   I  know  not    the    process    there 
employed,  but  the  Portugueze  method  is 
to  roast  them  in  an  earthen  pot,  beneath 
which  is  a  pan  of  burning  charcoal;  the 
women  perpetually  fan  the  reluctant  embers 
into  a  gentle  blaze,  sprinkling  the  chestnuts, 
in  their  skins,  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
same  kind  of  coarse  salt  used  in   curing. 
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their  s^rdinhas,  and  which  is  said  to  give, 
them  a  peculiar  flavour.  The  sardinha  is 
a  small  fish  resembling  our  sprat^  which  at 
certain  seasons  forms  the  principal  food  of 
the  lower  classes  in  Portugal.  Passing  by  a 
shop  in  this  marine  village^  we  saw  (for  the 
first  time)  two  men  dancing  the  national 
dance^  which  greatly  resembles  the  cachucha 
of  Spain,  to  the  sound  of  the  viola  or  Por- 
tugueze  guitar,  strung  with  their  double 
wires:  they  snapped  their  fingers  in  cadence 
to  the  tune,  but  used  no  castagnets,  and  I 
saw  two  boatmen  engaged  in  the  same  way, 
upon  the  deck  of  a  small  vessel  at  anchor ; 
but  they  were  dancing  (or  rather  stamping 
and  gesticulating)  to  their  own  singing; 
tliese  dances  were  extremely  monotonous, 
and  destitute  of  all  graceful  animation, 
fonung  a  great  contrast,  I  am  told,  to  those  ^ 
c^  Spain*  -     - , 

Up<m>  our  return  from  Pedroi50s,  we. 
^dcessed  and  went  in  the  evening  to  the  Con- 
de^a  d'A's. ;  the  young  ladies  gave  us  several 
pretty  modiidias  upon  the  guitar,  and.ac^ 
coispflaued  each  other  in  ItaKan  duets  upon 
the  pianohforte;  they  speak  French,  Eng-. 
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tishi  and  Italian,  fluently,  and  are  parti- 
cularly well-bred  and  obliging  in  tb^  man- 
ners, although  a  little  indlined  to  be  shy 
towards  us  as  strangers,  The  fadir  of  the 
youngest  is  reidly  as  worthy  of  celebration  as 
the  tresses  i}f  Berenice;  of  a  deep  richblack, 
confined  m  graceful  braids,  whidb,  if  the^ 
were  released  from  the  comb,  would  nearly 
reach  the  ground.  I  hare  taken  her  mas- 
ter to  teach  me  to  accompany  my  voice  upon 
the  guitar,  but  have  ofaosan  the  Spanish 
rather  than  the  iPottugWEe  "guitaar,  the  for- 
mer being  much  io£^,  m:id  b^er  adapted 
to  the  melancholy  tenderness  which  breathes 
through  most  of  the-modinhas  of  tbis'coun- 
try.  The  iBpanish  songs,.  'I  thmk,  ;would 
4Rynnd  better  upon  the  Portuguese  ii^tru- 
ment,  «s  they^are  so  much^more  spirited  and 
lively  in  their  character,  and  the  accompani- 
ments are  generally  louder,  and  consist,  in 
most  instances,  of  certain  tricks  and  beats, 
which  are  omitted  in  the  Portugueze  me- 
thod of  playing.  Buenos.  Ayres  becomes 
more  and  more  intolerable  to  me,  and,  Tfear, 
I  shall  never  be  r^onciled  to  a  permanent 
residence  here ;  but  I  endeavour  to  look  on 
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the  bright  side  of  every  object,  both  from 
duty   and  policy  there    are   some  things, 
nevertheless,  to  which  there  is  but  one  side, 
and  that  a  very  black  one  indeed ;  for  ex- 
ample, the  filthy  state  of  most  places  in  this 
neighbourhood ;  imagine  what  it  is  to  sit,  as 
I  do,  night  after  night  in  the  Hotel,  smelling 
ean  de  Cologne,  or  burning  dried  lavender, 
to  avoid  being  sufibcated  by  the  poisonous 
odours  which  rising  from  the  street  beneath, 
reach  to  the  height  of  our  windows,  and 
penetrate  even  through  the  panes  of  glass ; 
it  has  such  an  overpowering  effect  upon  my 
nerves,  that  I  have  sometimes  found  it  im- 
possible to  refrain  from  absolute  tears  of 
disgust ;  when  we  walk  out  also,  either  to 
attend  the  English  chapel,  or  to  take  a  boat 
at  the  water-side,  we  are  obliged  to  pass 
through  such  revolting  paths,  that  my  pro- 
menade becomes  a  sensible  penance,  an  ab- 
solute state  of  physical  suffering.    What  I 
am  now  saying,  is  not  at  all  an  exaggeration, 
but  no  person  who  has  not  lived  here,  can 
form  any  idea  of  these  annoyances,  although 
they  are  by  no  means  so  great  or  so  mune- 
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rouS)  aisthey  were  some  few  years  since.  An 
'  attempt  at  cleanliness  was  first  introduced  by 
the  French,  who  ordered  all  the  dogs  to  be 
siiot,  and  obliged  the  natives  to  exert  buipan 
labour^  in  cleansing  the  streets  from  the  worst 
species  of  impurity;  but  after  the  departure 
of  these  salutary  task-masters,  the  Portu- 
gueze  once  more  returned  to  their  dogs  and 
their  dirt :  the  example  of  the  English  has 
since  effected   some  amelioration  in  their 
habits  and  customs ;  so  much  so  indeed,  that 
even  in  the  city,  there  are  two  or  three 
streets  which  are  preserved  by  the  police 
in  a  state  of  comparative  purity,  and  within 
these  last  few  months,  during  the  dry  wea- 
ther, I  have  even  seen  two  or  three  street- 
sweepers;  but  I  observe  that  they  inva- 
riably sweep  against  the  wind.     It  is  very 
common  to  see  dead  animals  left  in  the 
open  footpaths,  to  the  annoyance  of  every 
passenger ;  but  the  air  is  so  dry  and  clear, 
and  the  attacks  of  the  dogs  and  flies  so 
incessant,  that  in  a  few  days  the  carcasses 
lose  their  offensive  quaHty,  and  present  no- 
thing but  bare  skeletons  to  the  view.     I  am 
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sure  you  must  be  tired  of  this  dbgusting 
detail ;  I  will  release  you  therefore/  and  en- 
deaTOor  to  forget  'Uhe  life  which  late  I 
led,"  in  that  lovely  land  of  my  affections,  in 
whieh  this  letter  will  find  you. 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

November,  1821. 

We  have  gleaned  some  further  informa- 
tion this  morning,  relative  to  Portugueze 
opinions  and  customs,  Arom  an  intelligent 
traveller,  who  has  lived  several  years  in  the 
Brazils.  He  does  not  appear  to  be  generally 
addicted  to  exaggeration,  and  therefore  his* 
account  is  likely  to  be  x^orrect ;  of  course 
there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules,  but  speak* 
ing  candidly,  1  must  confess,  the  report  he 
makes  of  this  people  agrees  but  too  closely 
with  that  of  Costigan  and  other  travellers. 
The  "  Sketches,"  of  the  former  author  aise 
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very  interesting^  and  were  put  into  our  hands 
upon  first  arriving  here^  by  a  person  who 
had  resided  many  years  in  Lisbon,  as  a  true 
and  fidthful  account  of  Portugal.  It  is  now 
openly  lent  from  one  to  another,  but  hitherto 
it  has  been  held  in  such  detestation  by  the 
government,  that  any  person  known  to  have 
it  in  his  possession,  would  have  been  liable 
to  the  punishment  of  the  Inquisition.  We 
are  assured  that  the  state  of  moraUty  among 
the  upper  ranks  of  society,  is  much  upon  a 
par  with  that  of  other  European  capitals ; — 
no  more  nee4  be  said,  for  every  body  under- 
stands this  estimate.  Appearances,  however, 
are  (as  1  once  before  mentioned)  invariably 
preserved.  All  husbands  go  out  with  their 
wives  into  public,  and  place  themselves  close 
to  the  side  of  the  latter  in  their  carriages, 
into  whijch.no  other  male,  however  near  his 
relationship,  is  permitted  to  enter.  A  lady, 
Ihe  head  of  a  Portugueze  family,  with  whom 
we  are  acquainted,  was  the  first,  and  I  beUeve 
the  only  person,  who  broke  through  this 
^tional  prejudice;  she  once  admitted  aiii 
*£liglish  gentleman  into  her  £unity  coacl^ 
together  with  herself  and  one  or  two  of  her 
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daughters^  and  all  Lisbon  was  in  constema-> 
tion  on  the  occasion.  At  the  house  of  a  no- 
bleman in  this  neighbourhood,  I  observed  a 
singular  ceremony:  every  master  has  an 
arrangement  with  lus  servants  relative  to 
the  arrival  of  the  guests ; — if  a  carriage  with 
one  gentleman  in  it  appears  in  the  court 
yard,  the  porter  rings  a  sonorous  bell  once, 
the  master  hears  it  but  perhaps  does  not 
rise  from  his  seat,  as  it  announces  only  the 
arrival  of  an  individual,  who  is  not  consi- 
dered to  be  a  man  of  any  particular  conse- 
quence; if  the  bell  sounds  twice,  he  will 
generally  rise,  for  this  means  that  a  grandee 
is  coming ;  but  when  the  warning  stroke  is 
thrice  repeated  he  always,  leaves  the  room 
to  meet  the  visitor  at  the  dopr  of  the  hous^ 
for  then  it  is  a  lady  who  arrives^ 

My  husband,  from  the  first  day  of  our 
arrttal,  has  become  acqueunted  with  a  per- 
sonage BO  identified  with  I/isbon,  that  to 
have  rehiakied  there  wi&Oi)t  sharing  in  the 
ei^tensive  hospitality  'of  his  house,  would 
♦*^i^gUe  himself  unknown;" — I  allude  to  Mr. 
Si  ai^Engfishm^^  by  birdi,  who*  has- past  his 
i*  in  thiS' country,  and  is  now  in  the  enjoy- 
b2 
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ment  of  a  green  old  age,  surrounded  by 
numerous  friends,  and  blest  with  the  smiles 
offortune  in  a  superlative  degree:  if  general 
report  can  be  trusted,  his  wealth  is  immense, 
and  the  greater  part  of  it  was  bequeathed  by 
a  relation  whose  talents  had  materially  bene- 
fited the  country.  The  Marquis  of  Pombal, 
acknowledged  to  have  been  the  greatest 
statesman  that  Portugal  has  ever  known, 
bent  the  whole  force  of  his  mind,  imme- 
diately after  the  great  earthquake  in  1755, 
towards  the  rebuilding  of  Lisbon  upon  an 
improved  plan  of  architecture.  I  need  not 
dilate  upon  his  merits  as  a  minister;  they 
are  well  known  to  every  person  who  has 
even  the  most  superficial  knowledge  of  Por- 
tugueze  history.  Among  a  people  beset 
with  all  those  prejudices  which  ignorance 
engenders^  and  enervated  by  their  national 
indolence,  mental  and  physical,  he  found,  as 
might  naturally  be  expected,  great  difficulty 
in  discovering  persons  capable  of  assisting 
him  in  the  execution  of  his  various  plan^ 
and  these  he  at  last  selected  firom  among  the 
English  inhabitants.  Perhaps  the  speedy 
r^neration  of  Lisbon  ought  to  be  attri- 
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buted,  in  a  great  measure^  to  their  exertions ; 
howeyer,  this  would  not  be  allowed  by  the 
natives. 

The  Portugueze  boast  at  present^  and 
with  great  justice^  of  the  excellent  quality  of 
their  lime^  but  at  the  period  of  which  I 
speak,  the  manner  of  preparing  it  was  but 
imperfectly  understood;  and  the  Marquis^ 
complaining  one  day  of  its  indifferent  nature, 
was  answered  by  an  English  individual,  tha^ 
**  with  the  assistance  of  his  excellency,  h6 
would  imdertake  to  retnedy  the  difficulty.*' 
**  Very  well,"  replied  Pombal, "  try  what  you 
can  do ;  and  he  immediately  furnished  the 
projector  with  money  and  other  requisite 
facilities.  A  short  time  afterwards,  Lisbon, 
built  with  an  entirely  new  and  superexcellent 
sort  of  lime,  sprung  up  like  a  phoenix  from 
its  ashes.  The  ingenious  inventor  iQ  ques- 
tion was  the  relation  of  the  present  Mr.  S.  of 
whoi^  I  have  already  spoken ;  but  this,  his 
first  speculation,  was  not,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, of  any  great  pecuniary  advantage  to 
him ;  his.next  was  of  a  fur  more  profitable 
nature. 

The.  Marquis  de  Pomba^l,  respecting  the 
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generally  excellent  abilities  of  his  adviser, 
took  ^various  occasions  of  employing  himt 
and,  amongst  other  matters,  consulted  I^ 
upon,  the  subject  6f  anuunifactory  of  glass, 
which  useful  article  had,  hitherto,  been  im- 
ported :  he  much  wished  thut  it  should  be 
made  in  the  country,  but  was  unacquainted 
with  any  person  who  possessed  the  requisite 
knowledge  and  perseverance  to  und^ake 
the  management  of  such  an  attempt.  Mr. 
W.'S.  again  offered  his  services,  and  sup 
plied  by  his  patron  with  money  and  hands^ 
invented  and  established  the  first  and  only 
glass  febric^  in  Portugal,  whidi  remained 
without  rival  for  nearly  half  a  century  ^fjberT' 
wards.    ,  ^ 

By  this  successful  effort  he  compldtelj^ 
made  his^  fortune,  and  built  the  square  cafled 
the  f*  Largo  do  S — ,"  after  his  own  name,iii 
Lisbon,  upon  a  plan  given  to  him  by  his  illus^ 
trious  friend :  his  syrviving  relative,  Mr.  S., 
now  resides  there,  and  must,  I  should  think, 
feel  gratified  upon  being  surrounded  by  such 
honourable  monuments  of  the  talents  and 
respectability  of  his  race.  To  evince  the 
absolute  authority  enjoyed,  in  those  day^  by 
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a  &TQurite  ihimster,  it  is  onfy  oeoeisary  to 
add^  the  Marqms  de  Poinbal  gare  a  sinular 
model  for  a.  square  to  almost  every  rich  man 
of  Us  acquaintance^  each  of  whom  he  com*' 
pellc^d  to  expend  part  of  his  fortune  in 
building  a.  house  there. 

During  the  time  of  the  French  inyasion^ 
lisbop  was  the  scene  of  perpetual  assassina^ 
tion,  and  the  only  method  of  cheddng  so 
horrible  a  crime,  was  found  to  be  the  prohi- 
bition of  every  sort  of  weapon  to  die  native 
inhabitants.  Upon  examinmg  the^  wells, 
many  of  them  were  found  to  be  completely 
choked  up  with  dead  bodies ;  and  the  Inr 
quisition,  bad  as  it  was  supposed  to  be,  did 
not  always  deserve  the  repiitatioa  under 
which  it  laboured,  for  several  subjects  who 
were  obnoxious  to  its  members,  instead  of 
having  been  confined  in  its  dungeons,  found 
in  reality  a  speedier  tennination  to  their  suf- 
ferings by  the  pocket-knife  of  the  lower 
classes.  There  are  several  native  indivi- 
duals, who  consider  this  mode  of  getting  rid 
of  their  adversaries  to  have  been  meritorious, 
and  the  system  is  still  acted  upon,  though 
not  so  often  as  formerly.    The  newspapers 
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never  mentioiiing  tiecidents  of  this  sort,  more, 
perhaps  are  committed  than  comes  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  public,  and  1  have  seen 
several  English  persons  who  have  been 
attacked  in  this  manner.  The  proximity  of 
the  Tagus  a£Pords  great. fiicihty  in  the  con? 
cealment  of  murder,  and  the  extreme  diffi- 
culty in  which  any  fisherman  or  other  person 
involves  himself  with  the  police,  by  interr 
fering  in  any  manner  with  a  corpse,  renders 
their  assistance,  in  case  of  need,  very  doubt? 
fill.  The  laws  are  so  strict  in  this  respect, 
that  any  one  finding  a  dead  body,  is  under 
the  necessity  of  proving  himself  to  be  entirely 
unconnected  with  its  death — and  this  is^ 
sometimes,  almost  an  impossible  task;  be- 
sides, decomposition  in  a  hot  climate  takes 
place  so  immediately,  that  bodies  are  fre- 
quently obliged  to  be  interred  before  any 
thing  in  the  shape  of  a  coroner's  inquest 
can  be  instituted. 

The  weather  still  continues  to  be  delightful : 
it  is  as  warm  here  as  in  the  English  month  of 
August,  and  the  sky  is  always  brilliant  and 
dear,  though  a  change  of  weather  is  soon 
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expected  to  take  place.     It  is  very  tanta-: 
lizingy  in  such  an  enchanting  season^  to  b^ 
constantly  confined  to  the  house,  or  to  the 
dull  and  narrow  boundary  of  a  formal  plot 
of  ground,  called  a  garden,  which  belongs  to 
our  hotel,  and  which,  standing  very  low,  and 
being   surrounded  by  houses,  catches  but 
little  of  the  pure  breeze  with  which  we  are 
at  present  favoured.     I  am  not,  however, 
wholly  ungrateful  even  for  this  small  piece 
of  ground.     As  to  taking  the  air  in  a  sege,  it 
is  nearly  out  of  the  question ;    I  never  get 
into  one  except  from  necessity,  and  the  ex- 
pense, also,  is  considerable ;  for  if  you  take 
a  carriage  of  this  sort  for  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  to  pay  a  visit  in  the  nearest  street,  you 
are  charged  half  a  day ;  and  if  you  take  it 
before  one  o'clock,  you  pay  for  the  whole 
day;    I  say  nothing  of  the   fright   one  is 
always  obliged  to  endure,  in  consequence 
either  of  the  craziness  of  the  vehicle,  or  the 
weakness  of  the  horses  generally  in  use. 

Going  down  a  paved  street  the  other  day 
the  wheel  came  off,  and  we  were  forced  to 
wait,  standing  exposed  to  the  rude  stare 
of  every  passenger,  while  the  driver  went 
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home  to  procure  us.  another 'cai*riage  ;*  and 
in  ascending  anoth^  stsreet,  at  a  different 
time^  which  was  so  badly  pavcfd  and  so  steep# 
that  it  was  difficult  even  to  walk  on  foot,  our. 
shaft  horse  fell  down,  and  remained  sprawlr 
ing  in  the  mud,  without  sense  or  motion, 
appearing  in  every  respect  as  if  he  were 
dead.  These  accidents  are  perpetually  re-t 
curring,  as  well  as  those  of  another  kind» 
scarcely  less  disagreeable:  I  allude  to  the 
being  sprinkled  with  the  dirt  of  the  streets, 
and  the  great  liability  of  irreparably  soiling 

*  This  accident,  however,  was  the  means  of  our  be- 
coming acquainted  with  a  most  gentlemanly  and  agree* 
able  Portugueze  judge,  who  is  one  of  the  best  informed 
persons  in  the  country.  He  saw  our  distress  from  his 
window,  and  sent  his  principal  domestic  to  insist  upon 
our  making  use  of  his  house  until  the  postilion  returned. 
We  accepted  the  offer,  and  found  a  curious  old-£dishioned 
mansion,  where  we  were  hospitably  refreshed  with 
wine  and  cakes,  and  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour  were 
joined  by  our  courteous  host  himself,  who  had,  I  sus^ 
pect,  paid  us  the  compliment  of  making  a  toilette,  for 
his  dress,  when  he  entered,  was  scrupulously  correct; 
he  wore  his  orders,  and  carried  a  chapeau  bras  under 
his  arm.  We  found  his  conversation  lively  and  piquant; 
and  he  told  us  that  he  had  formerly  visited  England, 
with  which  he  expressed  himself  to  have  been  delighted. 
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your  gloves  and  dress  in  your  attempts  to 
arrange  the  filthy  leather  curtains  with  which 
you  hope  to  shield  yourself  Arom  the  splash- 
ing of  the  wheels..  My  face,  as  well  as  my 
clothes^  was  covered  with  mud  thrown  up 
by  the  latter  not  long  since ;  and  when  one 
reflects  that  the  dirt  of  Lisbon  is  no  common 
dirty  t}ie  imagination  sickepa,  and  total  con^ 
finement  to  the  house  is  welcomed  as  the 
least  evil  of  the  two«  untfl  health  begins  to 
fail  from  want  of  air  and  exercise,  and  then 
the  same  delightful  mode  of  obtaining  both 
must  be  sought  and  endured. 
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LETTER  XXX. 

November,  14th. 

Th£  Scriptures  have  been  circulated^  in 
an  underhand  mftnner^  among  a  few  indivi- 
duals, for  some  time  past;  one  of  our  ser- 
vants, although  he  attends  mass  with  re- 
spectful regularity,  expressed  a  great  wish 
to  see  the  real  unaltered  and  entire  bible, 
and  he  has  just  procured  one  in  the  Portu- 
gueze  language  translated  from  our  English 
version,  which  is  sold  in  Lisbon,  at  a  parti- 
cular shop,  in  spite  of  the  priesthood.  We 
sometimes  have  heard  him  reading  aloud 
from  it,  to  one  of  his  compatriots,  a  Gallir 
cian;  the  waiter  of  the  hotel,  (a  young  Por- 
tugueze,)  possesses  a  similar  copy,  and  I 
have  more  than  once  heard  him  say,  that 
their  priests  were  (generally  speaking)  the 
greatest  knaves  in  the  world.  This  mioij 
who  scarcely  opens  his  lips  to  us,  appearing 
more  reserved  towards  superiors  than  is 
usual»  burst  out  yesterday  during  dinner,  m 
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a  torrent  of  natural  eloquence^  upon  a  casual 
mention  of  the  Inquisition ;  nothing  could 
be  more  forcibly  exitfessed  than  his  detesta- 
tion of  that  system^  and  he  assured  us  that 
he  spoke  the  universal  sentiments  of  the 
people ;  adding,  that  they  had  intended  to 
bum  the  building  to  the  ground^  but  had 
forborne,  lest  the  fire  might  spread  to  the 
injury  of  other  houses,  and  to  the  ruin  of 
innocent  individuals ;  a  proof  that  a  Portu- 
gueze  mob,  even  when  justly  incensed,  is 
not  so  madly  blind,  as  some  of  the  Corcunda 
party  would  lead  us  to  believe. 

The  first  English  and  Foreign  Assembly, 
took  place  last  Thursday;  they  are  con- 
tinued weekly,  during  the  winter,  and  are 
numerously  attended.  The  natives  of  the 
first  distuiction  receive  invitations  from  the 
directors,  of  which  they  usually  avail  them- 
selves with  much  apparent  pleasure.  There 
is  also  a  Portugueze  Assembly,  where  they, 
in  turn,  invite  the  English  and  other  stran- 
geris ;  the  latter  is  more  formal,  and  is  held 
in  truly  magnificent  apartments,  but  is  not 
considered  to  be  so  gay  and  cheerful  as  our 
own.      Many  of  the  fidalgos  refused  for 
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some  time  to  honour  it  with  their  sublime 
presence,  in  consequence  of  pique  against 
the  constitutional  directors;  the  company 
therefore  (not  reckoning  visitants)  princi- 
pally consists  of  merchants,  who  are  upon  a 
Tery  different  footing  in  society,  and  in 
their  chiims  to  general  estimation,  to  those 
of  England.  An  English  merchant,  whose 
family  and  education  are  almost  always  such 
as  reflect  credit  upon  his  wealth,  has  no 
idea  that  he  is  not  a  proper  acquaintance 
for  a  nobleman ;  he  feels  himself  a  gentle- 
man in  the  best  sense  of  the  word^-ra  duke 
can  be  no  more :  here  the  case  is  far  other- 
wise. 

The  principal  leaders  of  the  new  govern- 
ment were  all  present  at  our  ball,  and  one 
of  them  addressed  himsdf  to  M?.  Bafflie, 
requesting  he  would  procure  him^from  Eng** 
land,  Buonaparte*s  plan  of  education  for 
French  prikices.  It  is  said  that  hints  are 
likely  to  be  taken  fix>m  this  Woilc,  in  attempt*^ 
ing-  to  re^nodel  the  education  of  the  prince 
royal,  who  is  shortly  expected  firora  tine 
Brasils,  where  he  is  now  remaining  ais>Fegcait 
in  the  absfem^  of  the  kiiig.    ^Tlm  dm^ 
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intend  tbajt  he  shall  *'  make  the  grand  tour,*' 
in  order  to  open  and  liberalize  his  mind; 
let  them  first  procure  the  presence  and 
conseid:  of  the  prince,  who  has  shown  some 
jiqrmptoms  o£  disinclination  to  a  tame  sub- 
mission, not  being  at  all  of  the  timid  dispo- 
sition of  Don  Jo&o,  and  n^ho,  being  himself 
also  a  hus]band  and  a  father,  is  not  very 
likely  to  brook  the  idea  of  being  treated  as 
a.  schoolboy;  I  have  no  doubt^  however, 
from  all  I  can  gather,  that  his  education 
gready  needs  re-^modelling,  or  rather  coun- 
teractioiT* 

The  foreign  society  to  be  met  with  in 
Lisbon  are  now  assemUed  for  the  winter 
season,  and  we  contrive  to  meet  occasionally, 
where  w^  usuidly  and  dismally  discuss  our 
various,  sources^of  annoyance.  By  foreignersr^ 
I  aiean,  chiefly^  the  corps  diplomatique, 
anaong  whom:  Ate  several  accomplished  and 
amiable  persons.  We  dined  lately  with  a 
Pott&gaeme  acquaintance ;  the  meal  con- 
'^ting'  of  a  unxture  of  French)  Italian,  and 
i«BU|va'KMM)kery«{  a  singidarity  which  I  re« 
maiktA  was«  tibe  wiiversal  use  of  wooden 
tM^pil^ks,  (made  at  Cb&tibray  of^orange  or 
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myrtle  moed^  here  caUed  "  palttoft,")  whUrh 
IfHh  toU  are  conaidered  as  indkpensabl^ 
appoidages  to  a  Porlugu^e  taUe;  two.of 
them  nwBe  {dooed  by  the  side  of  each  }dste; 
I  Aoiild  be  more  surprised  at  dia  s^f^ 
attention  which  was  paid  here  to,  the  decora^- 
tixm  of  the  eating  room^  had  I  not  already 
seen  the  sa:me  neglect  in  other  parts  x^  the 
continent;  biit  I  beUeve  the  excessive  re<- 
Anement  and  luxury  of  our  dining,  rooms^ 
is  peculiar  to  England  alone,  as  we  place 
our  idead  of  social  deli^^.in  the  {dieas^res 
of  a  chosen  and  well  assorted  party,  assero- 
Ued  round  our  iable;  this  miay  proe^ed  a 
little  from  our  cold  clmiale,  and  a  great  deal 
from- our  love  of  home.  , 

*  It  was  the  custom  in  Por^aigal  iiot  maiogr 
years  since,  for  the  master  of  the  houi^jt0 
iMeive  his  company  widi  the  inoot  c^f^mo- 
jmous  distiiffistion ;  he  did.  not,  take^  his  fh^ 
attthehead  of  tbe.dinner  taUe,  nor  ^v€ii^ 
4own':  but  remained  standing,  ot  walk^ 
lEibout  the  room,  urging  thi^n  to.piurtii4^  of 
the  delicacies  of  the  eiiteirtainmQirt»  aJEid  a#t 
sunng  eaoh  peaeson  "  that  his.  hwAe,  ami 
every  thing  it  eoofoioed^  was  at  their  el^wft 
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and  absolute  disposal.*'  This  is  a  Form  of 
words  peculiar  to  the  Portugueze,  and  of 
which  they  make  use  upon  every  trivial  occa- 
sion; like  most  complimentary  phrases,  it 
means  nothing.  The  host,  upon  solemn 
dinners  of  this  sort,  used  formerly  to  bedrest 
as  if  for  Court,  and  always  waited  upon 
his  company  himself;  and  even  now,  we 
have  seen  him  rise  frequently  from  table,  to 
attend  to  the  slightest  wishes  of  his  guests ; 
surely  the  latter  mode  of  conduct  is  some- 
what more  engaging,  though  not  perhaps  so 
easy  as  our  own. 

Portugueze  cookery  is  not  at  all  refined, 
and  to  most  English  tastes  it  would  be 
highly  disagreeable,  on  account  of  the  pro- 
fuse quantity  of  garlic  and  oil ;  there  is  no 
dinner  without  rice,  drest  in  numerous  ways, 
nor  boiled  beef,  which,  as  it  is  unsalted,  they 
generally  eat  with  ham,  or  a  strong  sort  of 
German  sausage;  the  dessert  however  is 
always  superb.  We  have  again  been  at  the 
English  Assembly,  which  was  remarkably 
brilliant;  the  Duchesses  of  Cadoval  and 
Alafoes,  and  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
fidalgos  being  present.  I  have  also  been  at 
VOL.  n.  c 
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a  party  where  I  heard  the  first  piano  forte 
player  in  Portugal ;  his  name  is  Bontempo, 
and  you  must  have  heard  of  him  in  London, 
some  time  ago ;  his  execution  is  miraculous, 
but  he  failed  in  interesting  my  feelings  in 
the  smallest  degree ;  his  defects  appear  to 
proceed  from  a  want  of  sensibiUty,  and  as 
true  genius  never  exists  without  it,  I  cannot 
consent  to  reckon  Bontempo  a  real  master 
of  his  art;  depend  upon  it,  that  if  poor 
Merlin  had  lived  a  few  years  longer,  he 
would  have  made  a  wooden  man  who  should 
have  composed,  and  executed  pieces  of 
music  much  in  the  same  style,  and  fully  as 
well.  You  have  heard,  I  suppose,  that  there 
is  such  a  place  in  London  as  Rag  Fair; 
here  exists  a  twin  institution,  which  also 
passes  (among  the  English  residents,)  by  the 
same  name ;  it  is  held  every  Tuesday  in  a 
particular  part  of  Lisbon,  and  a  curious 
melange  of  all  sorts  of  commodities  it  ex- 
hibits. Priests'  garments,  of  purple  and 
point  lace,  flout  at  women's  flannel  petticoats, 
(although  the  former  are  s(^  cheap,  the 
latter  dear ;)  old  china  rattles  against  rusty 
stirrups,  and  new  bridles.and  saddles  (fresh 
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gtc^n);  boots^  breecfaes^  and  worsted  nights 
caps,  contrast  witfa  gold  watches,  GertAeA 
glass,  fans,  neok]a<3es5  yipd  cages,  and  parrots; 
Here  also  you  may  ISnd  old  trunks,  and  ne# 
furniture,  dogs,  Canaty  birds,  living  criickets 
in  baskets, '(ke^t  to  enliven  tfae  houses  by 
their  merry  chirrup,)  crucifixes  and  sffints, 
wooden  rosaries  and  wax  virgins,  horses, 
asses,  and  human  skeletons !  one  of  the  latter 
(a  very  perfect'  specimen)  was  tendered  to 
Mr.    Baillie  for  three  moidores,   and   the 
vender  obligingly  offered  to  throw  in  two 
additional  thigh  bones  to  the  bargain.    The 
only  clean  people  in  Lisbon  seem  to  be  the 
boatmen ;  their  boats  are  |il\f  ays  nicely  kept, 
and  they  ply  in  almost  as  great  numbers  as 
those  of  London.     The  Portugueze  like  the 
water,  and  many  a  merry  party  embarks  for 
"  a  day's  pleasure,"  upon  the  magnificent 
Tagus,  although,  unlike  our  fortunate  cock- 
neys, they  have  no  exquisite  Richmond  or 
Twickenham,  no  eel-pie  island,  or  Hampton 
Court  gardens,  where  they  may  gratify  their 
hungry  appetites,  and  freshen  their  smoky 
imaginations !     The  Lisbon  citizens  have  no 
brighter  resource,  than  the  opposite  or  adja* 
c2 
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cent  shores,  nearly  as  destitute  of  verdure, 
shade,  or  fragrance,  as  the  town  itself,  where 
they  disembark,  mount  upon  burros  (who 
are  found  there  in  great  numbers,  kept  for 
the  purpose,)  and  ride  for.  several  hours  in 
the  burning  sun,  until  it  is  time  to  return. 
Adieu ! 
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LETTER  XXXL 

Reeves's  Hotel,  Rua  do  Prior, 
Buenos  Ayres,  Dec.  2Biih,  1821. 

We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  wet  weather 
during  the  whole  of  this  month;  some  fine 
hours  in  almost  every  day^  at  its  commence- 
ment^  afforded  an  opportunity  of  getting  out 
of  doors;  but  latterly  the  rain  has  continued 
with  scarcely  any  intermission ;  coming  down 
in  torrents^  with  nearly  the  force  of  a  water- 
spout, (as  is  usual  in  most  countries  in  this 
latitude,)  accompanied  by  tremendous  and 
piercing  winds,  and  which  have  occasioned 
infinite  damage  among  the  shipping.    The 
stoves  in  this  hotel  appear  to  be  a  great  re- 
source, but,  in  reality,  they  are  a  mockery 
of  warmth  and  comfort;  for,  in  consequence 
of  the  high  winds,  they  are  never  lighted 
without  filling  our  apartments  with  sufib- 
eating  and  blinding  smoke:  we  sit,  therefore, 
in  our  large  lofty  carpetless    apartments. 
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wrapped  up  in  capotes,  furboots,  and  shawls, 
while  all  our  endeavours  to  mamtain  anunal 
warmth,  are  defeated  by  the  perpetual 
draughts  of  air.  to  which  we  are  exposed. 
We  have  six  doors,  and  two  windows,  to  our 
sitting-room,*  none  of  which  will  shut  close, 
so  that  the  rain  and  wind  enter  freely  on  all 
sides,  rendering  the  apartment  a  perfect 
cave  of  ^olus.  Dressing  for  a.l^U  i?  a 
severe  operation,  under  these  circup^tsuoees;! 
as  jou  will  oasily  imagine ;  but  ney^thekiss 
I  i^ttended  the  assembly  last  night.  In  de-^ 
^cending  froni  the  heights  of  Puepos  Ayire^; 
«^  th€t  h^^rt  of  I4sbQ|i>  we  q^ft^M^d  * 
8|rew>  pf  Sj^y  water,  which  was  flow^ 
intt)  Ihe  Ipwer  p«wt  of  (;be  city,  (jbpr^  the 
$tfK^p  Uvnes   ai^  allqys  above,)   vnik   ti^^ 

'  *  Hie  numerous  doors  to  eyery  .apartment  form  a 
distinctiye  feature  in  aU  Portuguese  houses ;  they  have 
generally  a  narrow  glass  window  above  them,  and  are 
so  rudely  constructed,  aiid  so  imperfectly  finished, 
(more  particularly  in  regard  to  their  locks  and  Heyjs,) 
as  to  resemble  those  of  our  English  stables.  The  best 
sitting-rooms  are  almost  always  built  immediately  over 
the  stables,  and  consequently  breathe  of  the  odour  in- 
separable from  them.  ^ 
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brawling  rapidity  of  a  mountain  torrent; 
sometimes  horses  or  oxen^  crossing  the 
streets  at  an  unfavourable  moment,  have 
been  known  to  be  carried  away  by  the  force 
of  these  currents ;  a  poor  Gallego  the  other 
day,  loaded  with  a  large  sofa,  and  some 
heavy  chairs,  was  turning  the  corner  of  one 
of  the  above-mentioned  lanes,  (travessas,) 
when  the  wind  took  him  completely  off  the 
ground,  and  whirled  him  suddenly  from  one 
side  of  the  street  to  the  other.  Our  win- 
dows command  the  Tagus,  and  it  is  really  a 
sublime  spectacle  to  look  down  upon  the 
river,  raging  and  heaving  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  storm,  its  white  breakers  dashing 
against  the  opposite  shores  of  Almada,  in 
showers  of  snowy  foam,  and  tossing  the 
vessels  up  and  down,  notwithstanding  their 
anchors. 

On  Christmas  Eve,  in  the  church  of  the 
Loretto,  there  was  performed  a  most  splen- 
did midnight  mas^,  and  all  the  bells  of  the 
different  convents  and  places  of  worship  let 
loose  their  "iron  tongues  j"  private  masses 
were  also  performed  in  almost  every  house. 
Christmas  does  not  appear  to  be  kept  with 
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much  hilarity  in  this  country^  if  I  may  judge 
from  the  street  ceremonies,  and  from  a  large 
Christmas  party,  to  which  we  were  invited 
lately. 

The  only  "  sign  of  the  times"  which  I 
myself  observed,  was  the  appearance  of 
three  or  four  underlings,  belonging. to  the 
priesthood,  going  about  to  solicit  alms  from 
the  charitable;  and  the  only  music  con- 
sisted of  a  few  melancholy  and  discordant 
trumpets,  played  by  some  bands  of  different 
regiments,  who  roamed  from  house  to  house, 
to  wish  you  the  "  Boas  Festas,"  (which  is  an 
expression  equivalent  to  our  *'  Merry  Christ- 
mas and  happy  new  year,")  for  which  they 
of  course  expected  to  receive  a  pecuniary 
gratification.  The  party  to  which  I  have 
just  alluded  was  large,  and  the  apartments 
very  magnificent;  but  the  eternal  card  table 
effectually  prevented  any  expression  of  that 
animated  social  enjoyment  which  is  peculiar 
to  similar  meetings  in  "  Merry  England." 
Yet,  even  there,  the  warm  hospitality  and 
the  broad  honest  cheeriness  of  spiritj  which 
distinguished  the  good  old  Christmas  week, 
are  fast  declining,  checked  by  the  pressure 


y  Google 


tISBON/  .      25 

of  th^se  "  iron  times,"  and  chilled  by  th^ 
freezing  influence  of  the  sneering  demon  of 
ultra-refinement.    One  or  two  of  the  ladies 
wore    the    Spanish   costume,   than   which 
nothing  can  be  handsomer,  or  more  grace- 
ful; a  friend  lately  paid  me  an  evening  visit 
in  this  sombre  but  rich  dress,  which  con- 
sisted  of  a  black  boddice  and  petticoat, 
deeply  fnnged  (called  the  vasquinha,  or  has- 
quinha,)  and  a  long  veil  of  black  lace  (the 
mantilla)  thrown  over  the  back  of  the  head, 
and  crossed  over  the  bosom  on  the  left  side, 
confined  by  a  diamond  pin:   the  Condega 
d'A.  has  one  of  very  great  value,  being  en- 
tirely trimmed  with  garnet  fringes  of  a  large 
size  an4  brilliant  lustre:  the  taste  for  this 
costume,  however,  is  by  no  means  common 
in  Portugal ;  for  the  national  dislike  between 
the  two  people  seems  to  extend  even  to  the 
dress  of  each.     I  know  a  Portugueze  lady, 
who  never  permits  her  daughters  to  wear 
the  vasquinha,  her  objection  arising  entirely 
from  a  feeling  of  animosity  and  disgust  to- 
wards every  thing  Spanish ! 

Nothing  more  decidedly  proves  the  rude 
state  of  the  country,  than  a  journey  into  the 
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provinces ;  in  the  first  place^  the  roads  are 
so  intolerable^.tiiat  iQost  travellers  find  them- 
selves cctpipjetely  exhausted,  before  they 
arrive  at  the  place  of  their  destination;  they 
are  obliged  abo  to  carry  mattresses,  pillows, 
sheets,  mosquito  curtains,  and  many  articles 
of  food  with  them,  as  there  are  few  inns, 
and  those  of  the  very  worst  description, 
scarcely  affi:>rding  any  accommodation  be- 
yond a  n^ere  shelter  from  the  weather. 

The  Countess  A.,  whose  principal  seat  is 
situated  near  Com^bra,  has  provided  most 
nobly  for  the  accommodation  of  those  firiends 
ivho  Qiay  travel  from  Lisbon  to  visit  her,  by 
the  erection  of  several  houses,  at  her  own 
^xpeqse,  furmsbed  with  every  requisite  con- 
venience, and  placed  at  the  same  points  of 
distance  with  the  common  horrible  inns. 
How  much  reason  have  many  of  the  Eng- 
lish to  remember  the  genuine  friendship  of 
this  family!  I  am  assured  by  eye-wit- 
nesses, that  during  the  Peninsular  war,  the 
princely  mansion  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  was  ever  open  to  our  wounded 
officers;  so  much  so,  that  the  house  resem- 
bled an  hospital/  and  the  liv^  of  several 
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individuals  were  preserved  entirely  through 
the  kind  and  unremitting  attention  which 
they  received  from  their  really  illustrious  and 
excellent  hosts.  The  general  title  of  the 
Fidalgos  is  "  Illustrissimo,  e  Excellentis- 
simo/'  but  thjB  Condes  d'A.  merit  it  in  every 
sense  of  the  term.  ^  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that 
their  example  was  followed  in  a  more  hum- 
ble way  by  the  peasantry,  during  the  time 
of  that  great  and  eventful  struggle;  and  after 
this  latter  proof  of  just  and  grateful  feeling, 
who  ought  to  suffer  themselves  to  believe 
that  the  Portugueze  are  incapable  of  moral 
regeneration?  Yet  I  hear  this  asserted, 
^very  day  of  my  life,  by  those  whose  hasty 
pjrqjudic^  pjTf^vent  them  firom  allowing  a 
9i|ffici^t  space  <^  time  for  tibe  am^elioration 
p^f  characters  among  tb^  Portugueze  lower 
^lass^.  If  the  system,  pow  partially  adopt-? 
ed>  of  national  eduoatiop,  is  permitted  to  ' 
woyk  out  its  full  ^ffe^,  Pprtiigal,  in  twenty 
pr  thirty  ye^s^  will  probably  present  a  very 
different  aspect  from  what  it  does  at  this 
pioment.     I  must  now  bid  you  adieu. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 

Buenos  Ayres,  December  29th,  1821. 

The  weather,  for  the  last  fortnight,  has 
been  severely  and  piercmgly  cold;  with  a 
brilliant  sun,  and  thin  and  rarified  air,  which 
is  keen  and  cutting  as  the  edge  of  a 
razor. 

January  29th,  1822. 

I  wrote  the  last  sentence  just  one  month 
ago;  and  in  this  short  time,  the  climate  has 
become  so  mild  and  genial,  that  I  must  in 
justice  pronounce  it  to  be  perfection;  but 
people  say  it  is  too  fine  to  last  long,  and  that 
we  are  to  expect  a  renewal  of  rain,  and  af- 
terwards a  repetition  of  sharp  and  dry 
winds :  who  will  pretend,  therefore,  to  call 
the  climate  of  poor  old  England  uniquely 
fickle?  Believe  me  that,  in  this  respect^ 
she  is  much  belied;  and  with  all  her  fogs 
and  frosts,  her  hail  and  sunshine,  I  sincerely 
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agree  with  some  wise  man^  (whose  name  I 
have  forgotten^)  when  he  pronounced,  that, 
of  all  the  countries  he  knew,  (and  he  had 
seen  many)  England  had  the  best  right  to 
boast  of  its  climate,  for  that  it  allowed  a 
person  to  take  the  air  out  of  doors  more  fre- 
quently, and  with  greater  personal  ease  and 
pleasure  than  any  other;    this  is  a  point- 
blank  contradiction  to  all  those  recreant  tra- 
vellers, who  go  about  the  world,  affectedly 
lamenting  their  having  been  bom  and  con- 
demned to  live  in  so  barbarous  a  clime, 
prating  of  Italy  and  the  south  of  France,  of 
orange-groves,  and  vine-covered  hills,  till  a 
real  John.BuU  is  ready  to  throw  both  them- 
selves and  their  "  Tours"  out  of  the  window. 
With  respect  to  the  physical  effects  pro- 
duced by  the  winters  of  Lisbon  upon  pul- 
monary subjects,  I  really  am  not  presump- 
tuous enough  to  dispute  the  opinion  of  the 
faculty;    but  no  friend  of  mine,  labouring 
under  a  consumptive  habit,  should  ever  go 
to   Lisbon  for  his  recovery,  if  I  had  the 
power,  to  dissuade  him ;  not  all  the  care  and 
tenderness  of  the  most  devoted  affection 
can  procure  him  those  comforts  and  lux- 
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uries  with  which  our  own  co«iiitry  abounds, 
nor  guard  htm  from  inconveniehcfes  and 
risques^  which,  to  an  Invalid,  must  ^often 
prove  fatal.  If  he  were  of  a  s^itimentii  Mmn, 
and  particularly  wished  to  lay  his  bones  in 
a  place  ftiUy  equal  in  melancholy  bteuty  to 
the  cemetery  of  Pere  de  la  Chaise,  then  I 
would  recommend  him  to  come  hither  f  but 
if  he  wished  to  prolong  life  to  its  last  ^an3, 
and  to  render  his  remaining  existence  eota^ 
foltable  and  happy,  let  hihi  rest  coY»t«»red 
with  the  warmer  parts  of  his  own  ii^laiid,  and 
put  out  of  his  imagina;tion  at  once,  all  ideas 
of  the  superior  advantages  this  place  affords^ 
I  now  turn  froin  ^*  gra^«  to  gay ;"  «md  am 
going  to  tell  you'  of  the  glories  of  a  griand 
ball  at  the  Portuguease  Assembly  Rooms, 
given  on  the  96th  of  this  mcfhtb,  to  the  elite 
of  Lisbon,  and  to  which  the  direcftors^ 
(making  a  hitherto  unheard-of  experinient,) 
had  the  hardihood  to  invite  the  King,  and 
Royal  family.  A  deputation  was  sent  to 
Queluz,  and  the  answer  they  received  from 
his  Majesty  was  rather  of  an  ambiguous 
nature ;  he  simply  told  them  that  **  be  was 
much  obliged  to  them ;"— "  Muito  obrigado. 
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Senbores^  muito  obrigado,"  was  all  he  would 
say,  and  thus  the  affiiir  rested  for  the  time. 
Don  Joao,  it  seems,  had  never,  in  the  course 
of  his  life,  been  present  at  a  ball,  nor  indeed 
at  an  entertainment  of  any  sort,  if  we  except 
the  opera,  and  his  favourite  melodrame,  a 
church  feast;  this  ball  also  was  given  upon 
a  particular  occasion,  to  celebrate  the  first 
sitting  of  the  Cortes;  there  were  but  few 
persons  who  expected  that  he  would  accept 
the  invitation,  and  the  Corcundas  were  out- 
rageous at  the  idea  of  his  Majesty's  consent- 
ing to  compromise  his  royal  dignity  so  far, 
as  to  honour  with  his  presence  an  assembly 
where  he  would  be  contaminated  by  the 
society  of  persons  who  were  not  among  the 
privileged  orders.  Upon  this  occasion,  an 
old  Portugueze  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  the 
Deputados,  observed  to  me,  that  "  de  king, 
he  always  live  shut  up,  wid  two  or  tree  fools, 
and  never  know  nothing  of  what  de  world 
is,  not  at  all!"  Wagers  to  a  very  large 
amount  were  laid  by  persons  in  Lisbon,  that 
the  King  wo)ild  not  go,  and  what  rendered 
it  more  likely  was,  the  various  anonymous 
letters  which  he  received,  warding  hitii  not 
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to  attend  the  ball,  as  the  constitutional  party 
had  determined  to  blow  up  the  house  with 
gunpowder,  as  soon  as  he  touched  the 
threshold."  This  I  was  told  was  a  fact, 
and  it  is  suspected  to  have  been  done  by 
the  Corcundas,  in  order  to  mortify  the  direc- 
tors, by  the  non-arrival  of  the  monarch,  for 
whose  reception  they  had  expended  so  much 
money,  pains,  and  time.  On  the  morning 
of  the  ^6th,  the  King  reviewed  the  troops, 
and  was  well  received  by  the  people;  one 
man,  who  was  the  organ  of  the  mob, 
repeatedly  shouted,  "  Viva  o  Rey  Consti- 
tucional!"  but  after  this,  when  the  coa- 
stitutional  generalissimo  Sepulveda  made 
his  appearance,  his  Majesty  was  thrown 
completely  into  the  shade,  and  Sepulveda 
welcomed  by  an  universal  and- deafening 
thunder  of  applause ;  this  officer  is  the 
natural  son  of  a  Fidalgo  of  very  high  rank, 
and  possesses  a  fair  reputation,  and  a  manly 
soldier-like  personal  appearance;  even  the 
Corcunda  party  allow  that  his  ofEce  might 
have  fallen  into  far  worse  hands ;  he  is  by 
no  means  a  furious  liberal,  but  seems  to 
act  with  good  sense  and  moderation  upon 
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most  oecftstons.  It  is  said,  (with  what  jus- 
tice  I  know  not,  but  I  beHeve  there  is  9ome 
truth  in  the  circumstance^)  that  the  govern- 
ment  hilve  evinced  strong  symptoms  of  an 
intention  to  depart  in  practice  from  their 
vaunted  theories^  and  that,  in  consequence, 
both  the  army  and  several  of  the  provinces 
are  dissatisfied  and  unsteady.  But  this  is 
running  away  from  my  original  subject ;  let 
us  resume  the  history  of  this  celebrated 
baU. 

At  seven  o'clock^  we  left  our  hotel,  and 
arrived  safely  at  the  scene  of  action,  having 
passed  through  Lisbon,  the  whole  of  which 
was  illuminated,  (even  to  the  topmost  story 
of  each  house,)  and  large  bonfires  lighted 
in  the  principal  squares.  The  population 
were  all  abroad,  decked  in  their  hoUday 
finery,  many  of  the  women  in  the  lower 
clasps  treading,  as  usual,  the  muddy  pave- 
ment in  white  satin  slippers;  the  carriages 
were  flying  about  in  all  directions,  the  horse 
p<^oe  steadily  arranging  every  thing  accord-^ 
iffg  to  order,  vdth  drawn  swords,  but  civil 
and  eei»!fl3ialory  demeanour,  gam  firing, 
and  the  beHs  of  every  convent  and  church 
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peaHalp  ifiMt  traiAendoualy  r-  when  we'^eiH 
tc^Ded^Hfae^peotaele  waa  ceally  charming.;  i 
the  «tairQa86  is  particularly  fine,  aad  on  this 
eveldng  it  appeared  like  liie  entranee  to  an 
em^aoted  palace;  the  'baliiManudes  «nd  pil- 
lars were  wseatbed  wid!i4heljre8h^.fl0weiiBi;> 
and  eosdy  vasea/  raj^ed  pn  eadh  Tside*  of 
etierjr  landing  pIaQe>  wer^  ffiled  /v^itkk  tbe 
rpreM  and  n^opt  beautiful  plants.;  .die.patver 
m^nt  of  tbe,  outer  oduj*t  iraa  also  ^  tfa&ekly' 
sttoewed  with  rosemary^  lavei^er^  and  otbev 
aromafics,  newly  gatlfteredi  wtftdb^tcan)|jedt 
beneath  tbe  feet  of  the  horses  and  lervimtak 
diffused. a  deU^ftful  and  re&tohing  od^ur.  • 
High'  over  our  heads>  in  thei  hall^  fjHOAliBg 
the  cBtarance  gate^  vi$»  a  transparent  painl^ 
ing  oftJuatice^. holding  the;  balanee  with  att 
eyen.  hand^  while  a  figure  of  Love  |»resei^ed 
a  bkrge  Tolume  to  the  ap^tator^  on  whieh. 
wat' inscribed  A'  Con^tuifs^  ;'^  an  armed 
iwarridi*  on  eltfierjidde  supported  this  p^al>i 
ingi^on  lJheir.:ahield8  they. bore  the  woii^ 
'^  CorHes/'and  *^  X><m  Joao  Sesto:"  two^doors 
at  >the:^top  of  tlie  ataircase  hA^  one  to  the 
suite  of  daneuig  rodtaas^  the  other  to  the  pt  1^ 
vate.a^rtment  in  which  0appe;r  waa.pre^i 
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paored  for  the  King  ahd  bis  family  idone; 
and  each 'wa»  concealed  bj  fuU'Curttdni  of* 
rich  orimson  relvet.  To  lady  patronesses 
and  directors  of  fUtei  in  Londony  all  this 
would  have  aippeared  a  matter  of  comrbCi 
and  nothii^  more  than  what  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  seeing  6^ery  season;  but  in  the 
eyei  of  ihe  Portuguese,  it  Was  novel  as  wdl 
as  efaif  ant;  I  eonfess^  for  my  own  part,  thai 
tlmnefibct  which  ^efragranoe  and  brilliancy  • 
of  the  Toses  and  other  flowers  prodiused  - 
upon  my  senses,  was  mdescribably  exfaila* 
rating/  I  betieve  I  expressed  my  delight 
too-ttilidiUy^  which  might  perhaps  have  led 
a^iioiidon  drcle  to  have  set  me  down  at 
onise  as  it  coimtry  cousin^  but  I  do  not  envy 
tboscipersonsy  who  would  have  viewed  the 
seene  widi  apathy^  the  Ei^Iish  alone, 
anlwiig'aivilized  nations,  feel  ashamed  of  eai- 
pressing  their  pleai^ufable  feelings.  Soft- 
mcuaeXf'om  the  opeva  of  la  Festa  di  Rosa) 
raUnoided  as  the  doors  opened,  add  a  coiqp  • 
d*<Bil  of  dazzUng  ma^nifiC6nc^  was  dlsco^ 
v€V^';  an  immense  assemblage  of  persons 
s{deiididiy  dressed^  among  wh<»n  were  the 
six- direotord,  habited  fa  court  suits  of  blue 
d2 


y  Google 


,86  LISBON. 

velvet,  relieved  with  white,  being  the  cqn-^ 
stitutional  colours ;  the  latter  were  indefati- 
gable in  their  polite  attentions  to  the  com- 
pany, who  perpetually  arrived  in  endless 
succession,  so  as  to  render  their  office  no 
sinecure.  One  of  them  immediately  ad- 
vanced, and  taking  me  from  under  the  pro- 
tection of  my  husband,  led  me  into  an  anti- 
room,  where  he  assigned  me  a  place  amidst 
a  crowd  of  ladies,  who  were  ranged  in  rowS; 
three  and  four  deep,  (the  gentlemen  all 
standing,)  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  King, 
who  was  then  at  the  opera,  from  whence  he 
had  arranged  to  come  to  the  balU  After 
waiting  full  two  hours,  a  message  arriy^ 
from  the  royal  box,  which  put  the  directors 
into  a  bustle,  and  all  the  ladies  into  a  flutter 
of  expectation;  ".  El  Rey,  el  riey!"  bur^t 
from  every  lip — but  no !  it  was  only  a  ^ept^e- 
man  of  the  court,  who  brought  tidings  that 
his  Majesty  intended  to  stay  the,  ballet  at 
San  tarfos,  t  could  perceive  an  ^vident 
though  I  repressed  feeling  of  anxiety  and 
dout)t  JEit  this  information,  and  one  or  two  of 
'£he  liberal  party  who  s^t  near  me,  began 
audibly  to  murmur  an  indignant  apprehen* 
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felon  that  the  king  would,-  after  all,  delight 
in  disappointing  us. 

At  length,  the  noise  of  his  heavy  coach 
was  heard,  resemhling  the  dull  lumbering 
sound  of  a  hearse ;  then  a  thundering  roll 
of  the  drums^and  the  loud  pealing  of  bells; 
and  while  the  musicians  in  the  gallery  played 
the  constitutional  hymn,  the  directors  went 
forth  in  a  body,  to  receive  the  sovereign  at 
the  foot  of  the  stairs,  from  whence  they  con- 
ducted him  into  an  anti-chamber,  to  rest 
for  'a  few  minutes  upon  a  gold  and  criin- 
son  velvpt  throne,  Erected  for  the  purpose. 
Here  the  six  directors  kissed  hands ;  and, 
after  a  short  interval,  Don  Joao,  accompanied 
by  his  second  son,  Don  Miguel,  (the  eldest 
having  remained,  as  you  know,  regent  in 
the  Brazils,)  his  married  daughter,  widow 
of  the  late  Infante  of  Spain,  the  second 
princess  Doiina  Isabella,  and  his  little  ^and^ 
son,  child  of  the  widowed  princess,  passed 
through  the  anti-room  in  which  we  sat^  at- 
tended by  the  chamberlains  and  ladies  in 
waiting.  The  moment  they  had  placed 
themselves  upon  their  elevated  seats  at  the 
top  of  the  ball  room,  the  dancing  commenced 
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with  gr^tkt  spirit ;  the  ladies^  of  cmnrse^  id 
ro^  as  they  passed,  and  both  gentlemen  atid 
liadies  (at  least  those  who  were  personally 
knowA  'to  ihem)  kissed  ther  hands  as  they 
moved  through  the  glittering  mnks  which 
opened  wifli  difficulty  to  aSbrd  thetn  a  pas- 
sage. 

The  king  was  dressed  in  a  scarlet  uidfona 
covered  with  diamonds,  and  rendered  more 
ceremonious  by  a  sort  of  scarf  drapery,  de- 
pending from  his  shoulder,  being  the  ribbon 
of  one  of  the  principal  orders :  we  had  b6th 
seen  him  before ;  indeed,  my  husband'  h^ 
been  presented  by  the  English  tmnister  oi^y  a 
few  da3PS  previous,  therefore  we  wefe  ainare 
of  the  difference  in  Ae  usmd  expresdkm"^ 
his  countenance,  and  that  whi(^  app^red 
this  evening.  Terror  (extreme,  evident,  but 
gradually  Jrielding  to  the  encouraging  influ- 
ence of  femlef  beauty  abd  the  genetbl 
l^pectftd  devotiojQ  of  manner  exhJbrted  by 
tii^  gentlem^,)  wa^  its  pr^ominant  charac- 
ter. Don  Miguel  walked  next ;  a  thin  flight 
joutb>.  with  pale  and  rather  elegant  features, 
fKom  which,  however,  every  ray  of  ittt^lti- 
genoe  seemed  banished:    solemn,  uprijgkt. 
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{ft^d^inmotabtey  mhen  once  seated  he.^d 
ibe  mr  of  a  statue  ar  an  aiitoofiatov.  Tbe 
little  grandson  was  this  evening  very  tired 
and  sleepy,  and  as  he  sat  perished  up  in  stat^ 
by  his  royal  grandfetber's  side,  withhte  smaU 
legs  dangfoig  bcm  a  very  high  and  uncom- 
fortable seat,  I  longed  to  have  possessed  llie 
power  of  carrying  him  off  to  bed.  Six 
chamberkniis  ^tood  ranged  behind  this  regal 
groupi  dredsed  in  scadet  coaf s  embroidered 
yifUii  goidf  with  outrageously  long  waists, 
.whjbh  made  thitoi  appear  all  back  and  sto- 
a;uaich»  Theit  various  orders,  stars,  and 
collars,  really  dazzled  the  eye,  and  tbejr 
l^ppear^d  altogether  so  loaded  with  finerjr, 
^and  so  stiff  with  embrt)idery,  that  Aey  could 
^a^y  tuim  their  headsj  or  make  use  of 
•their  limbs;  perfect  specimens  of  the  ancient 
.^Mwrtier— stiffened,  cramped,  confipi^,  apd 
mnnatural.  The  dress  of  the  ladies  was 
^lf;u^i4j  and  their  jev^reU  oif  ittcrio^ible 
.b^a^ty  and  vahie^*  The  veneraWe  D^on 
tj'    ■'  ,    f "        1 

'  *  One  lady  wore  a  necklace  of  pearls  nearly  as  large 
•as^yin^  pSgeon^s  eggs;  Indeed,  thd  descriptions  of 
nili^tiilftceMt  c^nameAtv  found  in  iM  <<  Arabidn  Nights 
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Bernardo  Paes  led  me  to  view  the  royal 
supper  table^  to  which,  by  Portuguese  eti- 
quette, no  person  is  admitted  but  the  family 
of  the  king.  As  I  leaned  on  die  old  man's 
offered  arm,  I  really  paused  to  admire  my 
supporter,  for  he  is  the  most  perfect  speci- 
oG^en  of  iinaiSfe^ted  digwt^  that  Lisbon  now 
affiurdsb 

The  royal  banquet  was  not  particularly 
mugoificeiit;  and  the  prettiest  appointmeaats 
of  the  table  were  some  gold  kniyes  ami 
forksy  and  a  set  of  alabaster  Tasea  ovoMied^ 
a  Tantique,  with  roses :  the  apaitaeot  ^was 
fitted  up  with  white  muslin,  so  as  to  jreacte^ 
ble  a  tent.  Wo  came  *away  earlyv  leaitiiiig 
Pon  Joao  viewing  the  dancers,  and  I  leaml 
tha4;  every  thing  concluded  amicably  j^d 
prosperously ;  the  king  went  quiedy  to  1»ed| 
iif stead  of  bdng  blown  up»  and  th^:  nkm 
fiK:tian  will,  I  hope,  svffes  Wm  to  ijetain.ljie 
tpranquilU^n^  conviction,  that  his  lifeisipeM 
|ep%  ;s^  from  th^  Uoofify  designs,  of  a£) mm 
stitvtipfal.goverEgpQ^^ptl— Adieu*       .    i ,  ^^  ; 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

Buenos  Ayres,  Feb.  1822. 

I  HATS  jkisl  returned  &om  ^ui  excctr^mi 
which  has  afforded  my  curiosity  a  high  Ireistt. 
I  k«?e  seen  the  interior  and  domestic  nr- 
r$iBgemietktB  of  one  of  the  strictest  conveiHtf 
miPortagal;  a  favour  which  was  gracioasff 
a/warded  to  me  by  the  dowager  princess^ 
-aant  iof  die  present  king,  and  which^  I 
.believe^  has  hitherto,  been  refused  to  evevy 
other  Sn^ish  woman.  My  kind  friend, 
:with  her  usual'  goodness,  called  fbt  mej 
witb  tier  daughters^  to  present  me  to  the 
|ir^0ds,  who  was*  expected  to  >i*Jt'  the* 
isontren^i  they  vfme  all  beautifully  dresi^d, 
wikhont  hati^,  (and  I  was  also  reqtieisted' 
to^ear  eitbe*  a  v«il  or  a  cap,  on  acemmt  ^ 
tlw^  Sanctity  of  the  place  of  rendezvous,)' 
which  is  about  three  wiilefir  from  Iiirt>bH, 
close  to  the  Palace  of  Ajuda,  and  is  called 
the  Convent  of  theA2*»tfttion,  in  allusion  to 
the  visit  of  the  angel  to  the  mother  of  John 
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the  Baptist.  The  patron  saint.  i$  the  cele- 
brated and  really  excellent  St.  Franeis  de 
Sales,  whose  ^'  Life"  the  nuns  have  promised 
to  lend  me.  When  we  drove  into  the  cotfrV- 
yarcU  we  found  several  carriages^  as  it  is 
customary  for  those  Portuguese  families  who 
have  firiends  or  relations  here, .  to  visit  the 
latter. in  the  different  parlours^  < where  they 
converse  through  a  double  grating,  under 
the  scrutiny  of  an  al^ndant  of  the  convent, 
aiqpoioted  to  their  hateful  office  by  the  «upe^ 
riori)  on  those  days  when  the  princess  elites 
to  hear  mass.  We  were  r^eived  by  the 
portressSy  auoddwomiMAf  ^bo  hadai^t  taken 
the  vows,  but  was  habited  ki  a  sop?t  of  inter- 
mediaJte  costume,  which,  partook  of  the  fe$h- 
isant  and  the  nan;  she  embraced  my  friejad, 
who  treated  her  with  tbp  kindest  fepltiarityt 
Ji  part  of  this  esti^btishment  is  app^^pri^t^ 
tp  the  reception  of  very  young  ladies  of  $i- 
mily,  whose  education^  even  in  the  diff^n^ 
^^^anphe;'  of  orjnamenta}  accomplishvp^ent^  ii 
parripd,  oi^  under  the  ^uperintendanqe  of  ^I?e 
X^s;  the  Condf^fia  d'Anadia,  and  vp^Tfj 
pjher^  pf  the  nobility,  were.broi,igbt  upj^^fr 
Wp  Y[^^d^  about  au  hpKir,    I .  tbink^  Jp 
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one  of  the  parlours,  for  tb^  arrittf  6t  thfe 
princess,  who  catiie  from  Q^nt,  which  h 
at  a  ^onsid^abfe  distance,  on  the  toad  to 
CSntra;  here  we  were  joined  by  several 
ladies,  who  were  waiting  to  see  their  im- 
prisoned relatives.  My  curiosity  was  Irrl*- 
tated  not  a  Httle,  by  the  sight  of  a  large 
window^  which  opened  from  this  room  into 
the  interior  of  the  nunneiy,  and  whose  mas* 
sive  shutters,  defended  by  a  strong  double 
gmtiifg  of  iron,  were  &st  closed,  although  I 
could  plainly  heai^  the  whispers  and  foo1> 
steps  of  the  persons  in  the  inside.  At  la^ 
these  ponderous  shutters  slowly  openiiigj 
Cke  the  jaws  of  a  tOmb,  a  nun  presented 
hersi^f  at  the  grating,  to  the  view  of  her 
fefiftify,  consisting  of  her  molJier,  sisters,  and 
one  young  man,  who,  I  suppose,  must  have 
^n  al  brother  or  near  relation.  The  effefet 
of  this  scene  was  really  starliKhg,  when  thus 
bfeheld  for  the  first  time ;  the  family  ranged 
theiliselves  upon  dhairs  in  a  half  circle  around 
thi  disinal  aperture,  beyond  which;  h^lf  lost 
Hi  glbomy  shadow,  sat  the  nun,  nearly  liio^ 
tionleas,  except  wheii  she  slowly  bowed  tb 
ite  aii  we  passed  throtigh  the  parlour;  her 
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3/onth  aod  beauty  (for  she  possessed  both,  as 
I  afterwards  found  upon  nearer  inspection) 
for  ever  shrouded  beneath  a  costume  which 
gate  her  nearly  the  appearance  of  a  corpse: 
it  consisted  of  a  full  loose  habit  of  bkck 
serge,  which  greatly  obscured  the  outline  of 
thefigure>  from  the  long  peaked  waist  of 
which  depended  a  rosary  of  black  beads: 
at  the  bosom  a  silver  cross  was  displayed,  of 
a  very  large  size,  made  to  open  in  the  inside 
£br  the  purpose  of  containing  relics;  a  long 
veil  of  black  serge  fell  over  this  dress,  beneath 
which  the  face  was  just  visible,  (but  no  hafr 
shown,)  being  Swathed  up  in  white  linen; 
a  wimple  of  the  latter  material,  tjovering  the 
throat  and  bosom,  completed  the  costume. 
The  countenance  of  this  nun  was  pale  and' 
melancholy ;  or  perhaps  I  should  rather  say 
that  thoughtfulness  was  its  predominant  ex- 
pression. I  saw  hpr  afterwards  in  the  in- 
ferior of  the  convent,  (walking  in  one  of  the 
long  corridors,  where  the  sisterhood  take 
daily  exercii^  during  rainy  weather,)  wiih' 
her  mother  leaning  upon  her  arm,  and  fol- 
lowed by  her  young  sisters.  The  character 
of  her  countenance  was  invatiably  the  same; 
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but, her  mother  (strange  to  sey !)  appearedin 
high  spirits,  and  had  a  round  simpering  un- 
meaning face,  which  spoke  a(onc^  that  strong^ 
feeling  of  any  kind  was  to  her  a  stranger.  The 
bells  of  the  convent  now  ringing  out  a  merry 
peal,  and  the  sound  of  wheels  being  heard 
in  the  outer  court,  we  all  confusedly  hurridd 
into- the  hall  to  receive  the  princess,  who, 
surrounded  by  her  ladies  in  waiting,  imme* 
diately  entered;    she  is,  I  believe,  nearly 
eighty^  and  very  plain,  but  her  manners  are 
gipacious,  (comparatively  considered,)  and  she 
has  the  reputation  of  much  benevolence  and 
kindness  of  heart.     Here  my  friend,  as  is 
usual  during  every  interview  with  a.  toyai 
personage,  kneeling  upon  both  knees,  on 
the  cold  flawed  payement,  kissed  her  handy 
and  th<^ii  pi^enting  me,  I  was  permitted  tke 
same  hopour,  in  the  same  posilicm ;  shbrtlyafi^ 
terwards  she  took  an  opportunity  of  request^ 
ii^^,  lis  a  personal  obligation,  thathev  '^par^ 
ticpl^r  frifsnd,  a  young  lady  wha>  aftear  travels 
ling  much  upon  the  continent  was  come-  td^ 
Fioi^yLf^i^l  for  the  improvement  ofhenmndv^ 
midbt  b^  all(i>wed  to  accompany  the  prinoefisi^ 
and  her  ^uiteinto  thejp^e/ro/^^oif  the^ooh-^ 
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vetdtJ*    PermiMion  having  been  gfftktBA,  Mi 
wtiiefa  I  £e3t  estremely  anxioi^,  we  pto^ 
c^ttded  to  the  chapeli  where  two  Tenerafblev 
prieftts  (one  of  whom  appeared  to  he  ol' 
the  most  advaneed  age)  celebrated  mass; 
During  this  ceremony  we  found  ab  oppor^ 
tunky  of  cAtpping  away^  after  having  kivelt 
upon  ^  bare  pavement  for  some  mimitesy 
to  vi^w  the  interior  of  the  eiitabSshm^bt^ 
which*  in  all  its  parts  is  highly  worAy  of 
ob9ervadon»  and  I  may  add  of  admiratfoQ. 
The  cells  were  beftutifuHy  neat-^tbe  bedi^^ 
of  white  mvslin  spotless  as  sdow^  latid  ^be  * 
boarded  flooring  delicately  dean:  a  >ehair; 
a  tahle^  a  low  fi)ot8tool  used  for  the  purpese  i 
of  prayer,  a  otucifix^  and  a  fSsw  pxnitavof 
saints,  and « of  the  virgin^  comprized  Ae 
oidy  furniture*    Over  each  door  a  senteh^  * 
ik  inscribed  iu  peanbie  of  some  pairticular  lAhi- 
tue  or  Obrntian  grace,  which  t^  imnat^ 
is  recommei^^d  to  euldvi^;  the  cell  ^h^^ 
which  I  first,  by  accident,  sat  down  to  red^ 
was  ^dedicated  i^  Pmtisnce^  and  I  ccitild  h<^ 
helf^  connlideriBg  the  present  ci^eonffistati^e 
as  a  coineideQce,  when  I  refleeted  upon  iA§  ' 
peculiar  ^tate^  of  my  own  mrittd  at  tiiat  ttiJff^^ 
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TJbe  .^nd0W8  were  strongly  guarded  by  imm 
gmtt^gSy  but  tbey  lodged  upon  the  oonveut 
gat?deix»  and  the  eun  streamed  brightly  and 
ckieerfiilly  into  the  apartments*  The  ditkt* 
eno^  i^fi^liQg)  however^  vith  which  a  yisitor 
and  a  residient  must  regard  these  habitations, 
caiUMot  be  otherwise  than  immeii^e ;  himftan 
nataf^  (considt^ed  without  reference  to  par- 
ti^^daj;  exceptions)  must  ever  be  the  sainein 
yiHith{iil.iQdinduaIs>  and  the  monotony  io- 
separ&ble  from  a  cloistered  Ufe^.b. alone 
sufficient  to  bring  on  a  total  disgust  of  exist-, 
enoe.  •  In  defiance  of  all  the  praises  which 
ar^  siire  to  be  lavished  upon  their  mode  of 
paasaag  timc^  by  all  nuns,  when  they  are 
aaked  by  visitors  if  they  are  happy»  (praiaea. 
whieh  are  prompted  partly  by  bigotry,,  and. 
pailtly  from  an  esprii  de  corps,)  I  am  de- 
cidedly of  opkiioPi  that  in  the  secret  reeasaes 
of  tb^r  sGvh,  .^hey  mii^t  be  preyed  upon  by. 
tl^t  ^§X9%  of  aU  sii0erings,  for  which  we 
(SogUsh)  have  no  sp^ific  n^ne,  although 
w^  ftr#  w>r€[i^icted  by  it,  i^  foaUty,  t^an 
oi|]S.6atUe  naighboursw  who  ha^e  hrieAy  de«« 
fio^  itjfita  abort  single  word-*naM4^«  Ijgn 
d^i^:Iia«i: supported  in  the  conviction,  by* 
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Ae  medical  re|M>rt  of  a  very  inteltigent  aixf 
awiable  plqrsioifDi  of  our  own  natkmv  vho 
has  Imd  a  great  ^eal  in  cofcfaelic  co«iR^€Sr 
and  who  has  kad  repeated  oppoetuioties  of 
foming  an  opsiioft  on  the  subject)  &om  die 
oireiuQstaBce-of  ^miig  been  admitted,  in  hm 
prafesskMial  character,  to  the  comrereatien 
of  these-  imprisoned  females.  He  has  m^ 
yariaUy  found,  that  the  youi^er  nuns  diei 
genially  i^>eaking,  of  dedme,  bronght  on 
solely  by  a  feeling  of  ennni*  whieb  poisoning 
the  very  springs  of  existence,  eonda<te  then 
slowly  but  surely,  to  the  tomb.  The  young 
scholars  dine  altogetl^r  in  a  hall  a^ossiflg 
the  vast  uid  commodious  kitchen :  Isawthe 
cloth  h^d  for  their  dinner,  which  is  served  ait 
eleven  o'clock,  as  they  break&st  by  cb^ 
break,  and  retire  to  rest  at  ^|^$  ewPf 
thing  was  deBcately  and  eli^antly  ananged^ 
apd  ea(ch  girl  IhuI  her  own  large  aibw 
4r|nkii%  c^p,  and  a  fine  napkin  pUbed  Iv^ 
^fde  her  plate.  Their  dormitoiy  wm  Jk0 
p^ffi^ctionQf  qeatne/^jSi  eachsdbola^  da^t 
in  a  small  sM^parate  bed,  witib  "wfaita  IvsMr 
ytarent  ..mpisiquito  curtains;  tb^^  apf^FtiiMf 
ist  lighted  ai  njg]^  by  a  limp  %mfmfM 
from  the  ceiling,   and  two    graven  el4^y 
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fbismes-d^i^ambre  sleep  there,  to  pwwcrre 

Oi<der'  and  xegtdafky.    The  dress  of  ^m 

flini^bneii  is  beeoming  and  grac^tl,  coiisiiitiiig 

<rf  ar  folftdc  e^Bftffftxxk,  a  pelerfaie  of  white 

amsfin,  a  transparent  white  vei!,  and  a  fore^ 

hfisad  band  of  crimson  Tihbon,  to  .oonfiBe 

lb^  hahr  in  the  simple  Madona  &irtn;  tfaej 

tkso  wear  a  broad  ribbon  rotmd  the  neck, 

of  the  same  colour,  from  whence  depends  a 

ferge  Mret  ero^.      Every  body  crowded 

aytmndmy  conductress,  who  seemed  to  be 

nniverscAy  beloved,  and  she  permitted  and 

eetumed  the  cordial  yet  respectful  embrace 

ef'^e  htimUest  females  who  officiated  in  the 

Utchen  and  officeis.     She  carried  me  to  see 

het  fermer  governess,  an  ancient  nun,  who 

httd  lonjg  been  confined  to  her  bed  by  ex* 

treme  old  age,  having  the  burthen  of  a  cen- 

tttPfttpon  her:'  she  appeared  lively,  and  as 

tf  tier  understanding  was  still  clear,  but  never 

cM  I  beiioM  such  a  frail  tenement  of  the 

4uima»  souH — Flesh  she  had  none,  l^r  jratise 

i^mmdng  of  bones  alone,  covered  by  a  s^^ow 

aiid  wrinkled  ^in ;  her  eyes,  ditti  and  rajiless, 

iHit'sanic  Aeep  into  her  head,  and  were  e»- 

dMkA  by  a  ring  of  ^diadowy  darkness,  the 
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infalUbie  sign  of  languor  and  debility :  still 
the  expression  of  the  face  was  placid,  no|r  is 
she  (I  was  assured)  erer  known  to  complain 
of  her  infirmities»  I  almost  expected  to  be« 
hold  the  slight  tie  by  which  the  spirit  stiH 
adhered  to  th^  body  break  while  we  con- 
versed with  her>  and  had  it  even  so  happened^ 
I  do  not  imagine  the  circumstance  would 
have  been  greatly  dbtressing,  either  to  her 
or  to  ourselves,  for  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
deathi  in  her  case,  will  be  as  easy  as  dieep* 
After  mass  we  assembled  in  the  scholari»' 
embroidery  room,  where  we  saw  many  beau- 
tiful specimens  of  their  work :  and  We  here 
found  the  |>rincess«  seated  on  a  low  cbair^ 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  apartment,  with  all 
the  mius  sittii^  cross-legged  in  the  Moorish 
fashion  around  be^^  The  superior  reclined 
at  the  feet  of  bet, royal  visitor;  she^^s  ji 
very  plain  Tnmapy  a  Swiss  catholic^  and  wore 
1^  y^il^  bfit  aclo$»e  cut  crop  of  rough;  Ivw> 
wj^h  entirely,  destroy^  all  digi^  .<rf  flgr- 
9f^f,^^i,g^e'lm  the  app^mwice of  aconm 
try  Iwiy-,,  .  Thia^  office  is  cbwg^d  every  third 
j!Wa:JiM>r^r  tp  jjrompite  #  ^fv^.qihmf^, 
and  the  nuns  have  all  tldngs  in  common, 
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u^n  a  shutlar  principle;  they  neTer  inhabit 

the  sMie  cells  for  more  than  tweke  nmnths 

atf  n  time,  all  €li«  Hule  Ihrniture,  ^en  t6  the 

ptint»  ut>0n  the  walb)  behig  cededl  in  turn  t6 

the  several  podse»s<M.  The  chfof  ornaments 

of  the  convent  "were  variant  altars^  deeorated 

with  White  liiien,  curiously  bordered  with 

al^ient  lace,  attSfitcial  floweri^,  and  sundry 

imag^  6f  the  virgin,  who  was  invariably 

r^pifesented^by  little  Wax  doBs,  decked  in 

trUihpe^  tinselled  petticoats,  standing  stiffly 

otlt,  i&e  the  old  fashioned  bell  hoops;  ther^ 

were  also,  the  bones  of  several  saints,  care- 

fdlfy 'preserved  in  glass  cases,  the  principal 

artiohg  ^honl  was  Saint  Bl^unb ;  his  skeleton 

ii  clothed  in  a  rich  dress,  with  a  corslet  and' 

^ord;'  upon  one  of  the  flngerS  could  b^ 

liettieilred  It  ring,  dimly  sparkling  through 

the'iilk  gl6ve,  and  the  head  is  of  wax,  repre- 

sihtfftgthat  of  a  young  ihan,  with  his  eyes 

clAJjtld;  ^  if  in  sleep  or  di^th.  ■  I  also  Sa#' 

m^  l^diliferent  paihti»gs,  ks  large  as  Hfe^' 

dtfseribiiig  the  several  sicts  6f  htrmfliWion  to 

i^KitA  'diXt  ^AMghty  Rede^^r  ♦oucteiftd' 

td^imeii  i«Hl*  Oft  earth;   As  I  cbnti^)[ilaled' 
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these,  the  cold  objections  of  the  critic  were 
superseded  by  a  higher  and  warmer  feelijng; 
the  paltry  execution  of  the  pictures  ceased 
to  offend  my  taste^  and  the  recollection  of 
the  stupendous  condescension  and  the  in- 
effable love  of  that  Divine  Being,  was  borne 
in  upon  my  mind,  with  such  sudden  and 
powerful  force,  that  I  seemed  to  myself  to 
be  struck,  as  if  for  the  first  time,  widi  the 
sublime  truths  of  sacred  history.  Under 
this  impression,  I  felt  inclined  to  r^ard, 
with  greater  favour  than  formerly,  the  uni- 
versal use  of  the  representative  forms,  vHw- 
ther  as  statues  or  paintings,  adopted  by  the 
Romish  church:  to  those  who  look  up  to 
the  invisible,  through  the  medium  of  what 
is  visible  to  our  corporeal  sight,  the  custom 
is  undoubted^  lawful  and  edifying ;  but  the 
great  danger  is,  as  experience  daily  evinces, 
that  the  common  people  should  rest  satisfied 
with  the  imagQ  alone,  and  from  the  too  great 
multitude  of  these  symbols,  consider  religion 
as  wholly  ccmsisttng  of  external  forms  and 
ceremonies. 

While  I  sat  in  one  of  the  passage  rooms, 
waiting  for  the  signal  of  the  royal  departittre. 
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(previous  to  which  it  would  have  been  con-^ 
trary  to  Portugueze  etiquette  for  us  to  have 
left  the  convent,)  the  nuns  crowded  eagerly 
lind  inquisitively  around  me,  asking  various 
questions,  arid  regarding  me  with  looks  of  elo^ 
quent  curiosity:  some  of  them  spoke  French^ 
and  one  in  particular  appeared  to  regard 
me  with  peculiar  benevolence ;  she  was  very 
youngv  with  beautiful  dark  eyes  ;  I  could  not 
forbear  asking  her  if  she  was  happy,  to 
which  she  made  the  usual  conventual  reply, 
*^  The  happiest  creature  possible ;"  She 
then  enquired,  in  her  turn,  whether  I  liked 
their  house,  herself,  and  the  sisterhood :  I 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  observing  '^that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  be  displeased  with  the 
latter^  while  they  retained  coimtenances  of 
so  much  kindness  and  benignityJ'  This 
pleased  them  al^  and  the  young  recluse 
gently  took  my  hand  in  hers^  which  she  con- 
tinued to  hold  until  the  las4  moment»  studd- 
ing: beside  »y  chair^  and  scaroely  ever  re- 
Imovkig  ber  bright  eyes  from  my  faoe,,  while 
now  and  then  I  felt  her  soft  cheek,  p^'essed 
toimmet^ixt.  ai  transport  of  juvenile  fondness, 
fifaenii^ed  vea-y  much  to  know  whether  I 
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ihoiild  dfldikelo  lieqDme  one  of  th^ir  num- 
ber^ but  offered  bo  olyeciions  to  my  reasf^vi 
^r-dMlipkig^noh aaohoHie;  namsiyt  '* thiit 
IivoB  a  wife  a&d  a.  mothar*'*  l  wnnlQct  to 
have  put  a  tt^  riqg  upiMi'  h^r  fipger  a&  a 
tcdEeaofTtmembraaee}  bnl  1  found  il  v<wUl 
have  been  agakist  the  rules -of  4j»^  .^)rder, 
as  none  of  the  nuns  ave  pennitled  ttr  P^aiii 
any  worMIy  omaaaent^  I  thmi  gA¥0  ber<^ 
bandkerchiefi  bat  thb  beitig  eBftbroid^m4 
was  also  conaidered  aa  too  jne ;  find  pq^iAm 
objeetion  arose  from  the  A^cewtjr  of  req^a^ 
faig  tib>  pcni^ionof  theaupemSk  Witb«lrt 
trhick  ceremoay  die  nuafl  daare  Mt  l^^a#^ 
eron  a  pin*  The  phjRnognomy  of  ih^  Jadjf 
not  happMiBg  partieulai^y  ^  l^«?rili  :«W 
Ibnej^  1  deetined  any  applieatioci  ^f  tb^  soirti 
adid  Iny  yootkfiil  fricffd^entejtkted  lif^ra^lf  bgr 
playfliUy  puUmgi^S*  a  little  {wee  pffs^NW^ 
^downffom  a. tippet  I  wor% whieh  9he,p»t 
kikQ.heat  boseflii»  with  a  smile  and  »  iiod.Qf 
ker' pretty  bead,  as  alUQ^  a^  to  say^ '- 1  ^iU 
!keep  this  trafie  Su  your  «ake<"  O^  <4  J^ 
'  ir&ilin»at'tfe>ooniieiiih8d  b^ougbi^  bfi^jQ^ld 
m^  ber,.att  ti^G^it  pf  sik  oeaeyennMKrtbK 
eld^  wbadi  was  passed  eage^rly  ftom  «li«lf»ms 
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t>r  one  nun  to  those  of  another,  and  almost 
devoured   with  caresses: — ^poor  creatures! 
my  h^art  ached  Ibf  them;  the  fiselings  of 
maternal  afifection,  ^hich  (with  a  few  disgust- 
ing and  unnatural  exceptions)  I  beHeve  exist 
m  the  inmost  recesses  of  every  female  bosom^ 
whether  mai*ried  or  single,  spoke  plainly  by 
this  conduct.     How  painfol  is  it  to  contem- 
plate a  delusion  which  places'  the  renuncia- 
tion of  one  of  the  sweetest  and  ike  noblest 
dirties  of  life  in  the  light  of  a  virtue  i    Yet 
the  iTelestial  influence  of  a  genume  spirit  of 
piety  is  alway*  <rf  power  to  socrthe  and  hem) 
ike  wounds  inflicted  by  fanatioism.     Under 
ev«try  diflPerent  veil  or  colouring,  wbetbor 
calculated  to  obscure  or  to  embeffiBh,  tlM 
bright  featnrea  of  real  vital  religion  remain 
the  same.     A  atrikii^  illustration  c^  this 
tmfli  I  now  beheld  in  a  scene  wfaiich  I  have 
reserved  for  the  oondusion  of  my  letter,  for 
everything  eke  would  afqiear  triffirig  and 
eriipty  in  the  ccttnparison.    We  w^re  shown 
into  the  hospital,  to  wUeh  dtere  is^ia  amill 
separate  kitchen  adjoined,  wberft  the^oaifoit 
itiA  order  everywhere  apparent,  wel'e;p«ff^ 
ticulaify  adlnirable:  the  apartment  altoge- 
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thftf  WM  Cjftlculated  to  Aet  with  cheeriog  in- 
^uiepce.upon  the  spirits  of  the  patients;  tbe 
bedii  cleani  apd  of  white  materiak;  the  tables 
oriumsnted  with  fresh  gathered  flowers;  the 
proportions  spacious  and  lofty,  and  the  win- 
dows admitting  the  reviving  rays  of  a  bnl* 
Uant  suQ.  In  one  of  the  b^s^  at  the  farthest 
e^otremity  of  the  romn,  there  lay  a  figure^  so 
still  and  extended*  that  I  imagined  it  to  be 
a  person  asleep ;  but  upon  the  ai^voaeh  of 
my  friends  who,  putting  aside  the  curt«ui> 
asked  kindly  after  its  health,  a  faint  voice 
I eplied,  in  the  most  placid  tone,  ^^  Muito  msi, 
Minha  Senhora!"  (very  jQl,  Madam.)  As 
«he  spoke  I  caught  a  ftdl  view  of  her  coiiBte* 
nance,  which  was  that  of  a  nun  about  thirty, 
oi^noit  so  much,  whose  emaciated  and 
{sharpened  features  still  wore  the  aembSaMOS 
of  beauty,  and  were  at  that  ilioment  ligluted 
by.a  SJfiile  of  the  most  perfect  resignation* 
Oufi  of  the  sisterhood  now  coming  in,L  we^en*^ 
^^ed  of  her,  what  was  the  complai&t  under 
w)l^ich,it  was  evident. that  the  suflBcrerwMs 
i^t  sinking,  and  learnt  that  ijb  was  &  rapid 
i^onsuinptiQUr  which  had  passed  through  aU 
its  fiigh^ul  gmdations^  and  had  at  pmsent 
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nearly  reached  its  final  close.    "  Last  nfght/' 
saiid  the  attendant^  ^  our  dear  sister^  who 
has  never  ottered  a  murmur  during  the  mhoie 
I»eriod  of  her  suff^ngs,  broke  a  Wood- 
vessel  of  such  consequence,  that  the  physi- 
cian who  was  called  in  has  pronounced  it 
to  be  impossible  that  she  can  pass  OTcr  the 
next  four  and  twenty  hours ; — she  so  long 
remained  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  after  thie: 
ac<^ent,  that  we  thought  her  dead,  and  sh6 
is  now  liable  to  expire  from  one  moment  to 
another*    We  have  therefore  called  in  the 
aid  of  our  hotf  rdigion;  she  has  received 
the  last  sacrament,  and  now  has  nothing 
moffe  to  do  ikan  to  depart  in  peace/*    My 
firiend  havmg  been  called  out  of  the  room/ 
I  sat  down  by  the  side  of  the  bed,  and  coii-* 
templated,  for  (he  first  time  in  my  Hfe,  tf 
deftth  scene:-  it  is  nowlong^  since  i  hkVe 
been  enabled  to  shake  off  all  idea  of  hbrrc^,* 
injregard  to  the  last  awful  act  of  olir  earthly 
existence — a  horror,  Which  is  apt  to  liifiM^ 
more  particularly  the  period  of  early  youth  $ 
but«till  I  was  prepossessed  by  an  opinion  th^ 
such  an  act  must  be  very  melaHdholy  bdth 
to  witness  ahd  to  endure.    The  state  of  ibis 
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poor  recluse  affected  rae  extremely;  I 
thought  of  her  fiunSy,  of  her  mother,  who 
perhaps  nught  be  fondly  attadied  to  her, 
and  ignorant  that  her  child,  surrounded  by 
strangers,  was,  at  that  moment,  breathing 
hex*  kst  sigh.  As  all  this  rushed  upon  my 
fimcy  1  burst  into  tears,  for  which,  the  next 
instant,  I  severely  reproached  myself,  lest  I 
should  have  disturbed  the  serenity  of  the 
dying  person;  but,  looking  agun  upon  the 
nun,  how  was  I  startled,  when  I  perceived 
that  she  had  exerted  the  £eeUe  reniMBB  of 
her  fiuUng  strength  in  raising  hersdf  upon 
her  pillows,  while  she  attempted  to  hold  out 
her  arms  to  embraoe  me.  I  flew  to  reeeive 
this  afflsctiog  testimony  of  Christian  love ; 
after  which,  she  once  more  sunk  doim,  ex« 
hausted  by  the  effort,  as  she  miirmured — 
*'  Do  not  weep  for  me,  I  am  not  an  object  of 
compassion;  happy  beyond  expression,  I  am 
going  to  my  Redeemer;  in  a  few  hours  I  shall 
have,  reached  the  end  of  my  jowmet^ — &r^ 
well!  farewell!"  This  speech,  which  was 
translated  into  French  by  the  attendant, 
seemed  to  fetigue  her  greatly ;  she  lay  mo* 
tionless,  but  the  fire  of  the  eye  beamed  with 
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a  pure  and  celestial  joy ;  the  6ifeet  tmil^ 
liponihe  countenance  yet  remained^  At 
iim  monfysmt  ae^ral  of  ibe  nuns  came  rousd 
h^r,  a|»proia<^ing  with  an  exprettion  of 
friendly  pleasure  and  composed  aatisfiiotion, 
while  ^e. looked  at  each,  and  smiled  in 
returfiti  indeed,  the  whole  scene  bad  mwte 
thfi  air  of  a  ielkitation  upon  some  prosperona 
erent^  than  of  a  dying  &rewdl.  My  friend 
now  returning,  and  the  princess  being  on 
the  pmnt  of  departure,  I  once  more  turned 
•tp  -take  41  last  look  at  the  object  which  had 
Ihiia  pawerftdly  £etteinated  my  attention; 
abe  ikintly  pressed  my  hand  in  hers,  which, 
tiien  warmmth  Ufe^  was  so  soon  destined  to 
fy^tte  beneath  the  cfaitt  touch  of  death, 
giring  me  at  the  same  time,  a  ghmce  of 
tender  sweetness  that  pierced  my  beartt  I 
jcould  not  speak,  but  she  pmnted  to  HeaVen, 
and  I  remember  joining  her  in  the  actkm 
With  i%  sort  of  enthttsiasiio  impetuosity^  which, 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  sacred  solemnity,  of 
4be  $peetacle,  nught  probably  bane  been 
miataken  by  the  bystanders  for  ai&ctalion, 
or  a  display  of  sensibUity,  so  completely  had 
I  lQ6t.sigbt4}f  myseli^  and  all  woridly  rosHraint 
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of  feeling  and  manners !  How  I  got  out  of 
the  room  I  hardly  know ;  but  I  cannot  for- 
get, that  when  we  left  the  silent  and  tranquil 
precincts  of  the  convent,  and,  following  in 
the  wake  of  royalty,  emerged  once  more  into 
the  glare  and  tumult  of  the  streets^  where 
the  "  busy  hum  of  men*'  returned  upon  my 
ear,  and  I  beheld  the  hurried  activity  of  their 
thoughtless  existence,  I  felt  as  one  awakened 
from  a  dream,  and  thought  that  the  ^V jour- 
ney'* to  which  the  poor  nun  had  alluded, 
was  less  harassing  to  the  spirits,  thaa  many 
which  this  world  presents;  and  I  almost 
envied  her  the  happiness  of  entering  a  haven 
of  peace  and  bliss,  while  we  were,  perhaps, 
destined  to  encounter  many  a  wild  storm  of 
itjOliction  and  temptation^  ere  we  followed 
her  to  |;he  same  point  of  rest  and  secuidty. 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

Buenos  Ayres,  March,  1823. 

I  HAVE  just  been  calling  upon  the  family 

of  la  C ,  and  found  that  they  had  already 

received  an  account  of  my  visit  to  the  con- ' 
vent  of  the  Salesias,  from  one  of  the  nuns, 
who  is  their  relation.  The  kind  sister  had 
mentioned  also,  the  intention  of  the  abba- 
de^a  to  lend  me  the  life  of  St.  Francis  de 
Sales,  and  added  a  tender  prayer  for  my 
conversion  to  their  faith ;  I  really  felt  much 
indebted  to  ber  for  this  pious  wish,  notwith- 
standing my  obstinate  preference  of  the  pro- 
testant  heresy.  (February  9th.)  I  have 
been  interrupted  several  times,  just  as  I  was 
fitting  down  to  continue  my  letter,  and  I  fear 
you  will  have  thought  me  a  very  dilatory 
xjorrespondent.  We  have  now  moved  into 
our  house  at  the  Pateo  das  Chagas,  in  Lis- 
bon, finding  the  hotel  system  extremely  ex* 
pensive  and  disagreeable,  and  Buenos  Ayres 
the  dullest  and  most  inconvenient  situation 


y  Google 


6»  UMION. 

possible.  We  are  not  however  settled  quitei 
as  we  Kke,  for  there  are  several  desBgi?6- 
mens  connected  with  our  present  residence ; 
amongst  others^  the  difficu}t^/(I  had  altnodt 
said  danger,)  which  must  be  encoantered 
every  time  we  go  out  in  a  carriage,  in  de^ 
spending  one  of  those  hotriblei  ste^,  $H- 
paved  declivities,  which  abound  in  most 
quarters  of  the  city,  some  of  which  ai^  more 
lilce  the  descent  into  AverAus,  than  any 
thing  of  which  I  ever  remember  to  have 
heard.  Another  inconveidettce  is  out  dose 
vicinity  to  an  unfeitunate  ancient  Marqu^jsa^ 
who  is  afflicted  with  hysteric  llts,  tod  dtiring 
their  continuance  she  is  apt  to  scream  in 
the  most  alarming  manner.  Add  to  this, 
OS  a  dimax,  the  army  of  dogs,  which  shls 
maintains,  Who  sleep  In  the  street,  heiiett^ 
Ottv  windows ;  and  as  they  are  ettts  xft  miAi 
kigh  degree,  tiic^rti  tob^^ou^of  thferei^^^ 
mod^  of  Lii^Km,  and  aocordingly  jdki  Iffl 
the  dogs  of  the  town^  in  t&eir  haMr6f^M^ 
hAgmd  yellikg  the  whole  night  lotig:  Oh^ 
itf^tliem  is  an  animal  of  the  most^i^gU^ffii^ 
ftppttoranise^  and  who  is  dying^old^i^tfllA 
4iaeaMrrthi8^w^rlihyn^tielf*il^  k'^p^hi^ 


y  Google 


LISBON.  68 

farourite  of  the  Marqueza,  and  he  is  encoiir 
raged  to  make  a  more  hideous  noise  than  aU 
the  rest ;  just  at  present,  his  yell  is  more 
prolonged  and  piercing  than  usual ;  which 
Is  aocoimted  for,  by  our  servants,  according 
to  a  superstition  which  is  as  much  English  as 
PortuguesBe ;  I  allude  to  the  circumstance  cf 
a  dpng  person  being  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  erentual  fate  is  supposed  to  be  fote^ 
seen  1^  these  canine  augurs,  and  proclaimed 
in  mournful  howls,  to  the  dismay  of  every 
body  near.    There  is  a  confined  arid  little 
garden  in  front,  in  which  we  have  peratts* 
sion  to  walk ;  but  the  glare  of  the  sun  ren- 
ders it  intolerable  at  all  times,  except  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening ;  and  even  then, 
there  i^re  frequently  such  pestiferous  smells^ 
urisiiig  from  the  overhanging  houses,  thai 
Illy  very  heart  is  si^k  when  I  encounter 
tbfon.    And  yet  our  situation  is  iveckob^ 
cme  is(  the  cleanest  10  Lisbon,  thd  garden  is 
vw^  a»  a  luxury^  and  the  air  partimilarljF 
Q^vynended  as  m<ae  free  und  wholesome 
thfl9  ^sual}  everything  is  judged  of  by 
fMBFai^80ti>  andj.therefora,  ve  muat  not  be 
f^ltjAk^Si;  but.  if  ever  I  forget  thee#  jnjr 
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he  m  the  paradmical  sejour  we.  #4  ipredep^ 
erqoy!  Our  frienda  at  borne  i^n^  pf«^p€«v 
to  sigh  after  this  cKmatf^  and;  tp  ^ayy.ud  ikm  , 
good  fortune  of  a  re^denoe  in  Ltd>on :. .  sa^deei  : 
.my.  compliments  to  all  of  tbisiwia^of  tJMnk^. 
ing)  and  beg  they  will  come. out  by  titie  imfP 
packet  to  share  our  felicity ;  if  Any  of  ^hepo^i 
remain  more  than  a  week  Vkfon  trialt  J  jW^t 
much  sttstaken*  .      ^  ^  i. 

The  Portuguese  are  aeeuse^^  a^  mti 
without  reason,  of  the  moi^t  ab«jLrd^^pde,-Qft 
.burth ;  but  there  are  some  apM^  ^^pipi^pl^, 
jo(  a  more  liberal  feeUpg,  one  of  whi<^  ofb^ 
curred  very  lately;  a  lady  who.  has  ^hofi^i 
us  considerable  fmd  hospitable  9i^m^(9^i 
asked  me  if  I  was  what  they  call  "  nc^^''> 
and  ttpone^  replying  that  ^eur  ic^e^ei^f  'fJ9B^i 
tie  birth'*  did  not  JiiececimrilyrisM^WMte  tbe-^ 
pcKssesaion  of  a  tide>  and  th^t  ^houj^jno^.- 
of  the  class  which  she  wotild^tefffii^^/btipriv 
geoise/'  I  could  not  pret^d.^r^.^sptt^^Hgim 
self  '^  noble" — she  exdaimei^  ^Vfil^  |pjn|^ 
vivacity,  "ah!  our  idea  of  Qobifii^ i% jWMV; 
wrong;  in  raihty  everfr  0M:is.-M^  iflf^ 
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has  "eduoAtfam,  howwir,  and  gneefid  man* 
nen!*'     Speaking  of  eduoi^tion^  the  total 
n^^^et  vhich  in  that  particular  has  hithertp 
pf^il9ed>  even  among  the  best  families  in 
Porttrgal,  woald  amai«  jrou:  acicording  to 
the  accounts  I  receive  fVom  a  lady  who  was 
horn  and  has  lived  here  many  years  of  her 
life,  the  way  in  which  young  persons  are 
brought  up,  is  wretched  indeed  ;  the  women 
do  nothing  from  morning  till  night,  but  look 
out  of  their  windows,  lolling  in  a  listless  atti- 
tude, with  the  head  leaning  on  the  hand, 
and  making  sathieal  remarks  upon  every  one 
who  passes  by.     When  the   approach  of 
night  renders  this  amusement  no   longer 
I^ttd^ble,  they  generally  sit  down,  in  the 
sodety  of  their  female  domestics,  all  cross- 
legged,  upMf  the  matted  floor,  totally  with- 
out ooMpation,  while  they  deepfily  listen  to 
A#lottg  stories  of  the  latter,  as  they  knit, 
or- work  wiA^e  needle.    These  narrations 
uflMily  consist,  eitiber  of  the  most  frivolous 
gofld^,  or  of  garbled  tales,  drawn  from  the 
A«tA»ian  Sights,  whioh  they  are  often  so 
w^aty:^  repeatii^;  to  dieiv  aodduig  mia- 
titsses,  that  they  take  the  opp(»rtunity  of 
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<iMfK49g'tibe  due  number  of  b^s  'm  itb^fiq 
fp«armi  (a«  in  religieuft  dutj^bound^)  at;  lim, 
Mne  moment  ibey  i^e  .reciting  their  soporific 
lM8tori^  The  luscolinta  I  received  iii^ti;ifet 
lo.the  sirange  eei:emonieB  of  the  mi^agUr 
flfilivals^of  ihe.fiddgos  ^rereaHysui;!^  tlN^ 
iMtiatseeefteleMib^dieye^l  Suffice|tto«i^ib 
Aal  tbey  res^inble.  in  ma^  resp^eta.tiN 
mii^tial  Codnalitiet  of  the  Jew6»  andare  9)t^ 
getii^  vepugo wt  to  an  English  imfiglaat^i. 
Botb  men  and  women  many  at  a  .^ig^  e^lF 
ago;  a»d  the  parties  iif#  gcaaert^y  ini^^ 
vent  OF  unknown- to  oach  others  the  p^^^ptf 
being  die  only  persons  who<  arreiige  rtb^ 
iiiBiHi0>  wiiich  may  indeed  be  justly  teiane4 
^fnmiagesdeeomemmoe*'  TlHaH6<^u^ 
tot,  and  perhaps  in  some  measure  exouf^ 
.l)ie  dfeadful  prevideneeof  cei9|}ugal  iqli^ 
Mty  l»  both  sexes ;.  on?  jusUy  ^elebr#€^  J^ 
dbop  Watsetn  was  deoidj^dly  of  op^Q^ntlM^ 
Ae  iRorc&Mite  loveof  luaoq^ry, whi^h  jm^hr 
sonred  to  be^incsreasmg  amo^ibi^iupf^ 
>taddd)faig ^sses^  of  poci^ty  m^quR pwi^n^m- 
ttrjTp would  probably  end  tn  the^d0$fmiqt»m 
of  ouunatieiMl  piii^'^ininwoo;  ^S'^i^^ii^- 
Wbiy  Jwppefied  in  the  oaseof  otbe^tpffWftsfel 
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bM^aMis,  miee  the  Wonder  ktid  adiMfMitfi^ 
of  ^fhe  world.  The  gr^ftt  causes  of  tbk  flit^ 
bfes-,  he  pronounced  to  be  **  the  ne^ol  of 
the  otaly  proper  tnotiires  In  fermhig  our  ma*- 
rikge  unions-HBkffeetion  and  esleem;**  and 
'•ifte  encouragement  which  parents  andguai^ 
dtftflS'wem  accustomed  toaffbrd,  to  soidid, 
aihbitioad,  or  ftiroloiis  cakutations,  upon  so 
sHtred  and  hnportant  a  connection."  The 
£^i!afeof  op&iion^  uponr  these  points,  was  such 
jks*to  akrtn'  his  comprehensive  and  uprigbt 
Ttiin^;'  and  yet,  Engfamd,  considered  as  a 
e^^UAtrJr,  is  a  mode)  of  morality)  when  com- 
psE^t^  with  many  others  now  existent;  with 
lE^tugal,  ibr  instanoe^  if  we  are  to  believe 
^hetesMmony  of  imiversa)  report.  The  M- 
gotl^y  which  exists  e^en  among  the  high^ 
tiasses  is  really  startling^  I  hare  just  reeeindd 
A'tioi^from  a  young  Poftugueae  lady,  fall  of 
ItnxieCrf  and  despondence^  complaining  oflbe 
lA^fseryof  being  obliged  to  go  the  neit^morh- 
^figto^  (confesis  to  a  priest  with  ^dibm  she  w»8 
-idtftflyunaisqua^ted,  and  inwbtom  die*  Mt 
^tto  coihfidenee.  This  Httlemma  bad  >ariseiiilb 
4d#$e^^nce  of  tbe  sudden  deaiiseof  hsr  an** 
(^nt'«ttiiHytoiifei«Bor.  Inthepvesentatirte 
v2 
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oFj^tjn&Iic  3ifiairsV^he  observed,  that  th^  tar^k| 
o^  doitfession  was  particulariy  irldome  felhA' 
dangerous,  and  required  to  be  tnatiaged  whk' 
extt^me  caution  and  deficaey  ;  yet  she  could' 
persist  in  the  absufdity  of  imaging  it  a  dfoiy ' 
to  go  to  this  man,  and  to  ^nthifl(t  to  hid  pnK 
d^nee  and  integrity,  Ihe  most  iiii|>ortaiit  sb-' 
crets  o{  her  life :  nothing  can*  set  ^  gladtig' 
folly  of  auricular  cofifesi^n  in  a  fiftrdng€fr 
point  of  view*  Two  Italian  catholic  noble- 
men, who'Were  present  when  I  received  this 
note,  and  whose  opinion  upon  the  subject  I 
was  anxious  to  obtain,  were  sufficiently  liberal 
to  express  their  astonishment  at  the  incon- 
sistency of  the  writer;  who  was  evidently 
aware  of  her  danger,  and  yet  unable  to  exert 
sufficient  strength  of  mind  to  avoid  it :  she 
wa»  nevertheless  a  woman  of  considerable 
talent,  and  who  had  eagerly  caught  at  every, 
opportunity  of  information  which  her  ac- 
quaintance with  the  English  afforded.  In 
the  present  times  there  exists  no  necessity 
for  such  imprudence,  as  the  constitutional 
form  of  government  has  provided  a  check  to 
the  impositions  of  the  clergy,  and  a  resource 
for  the  conscience  of  the  public.    It  was  only 
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ttir?f  <wr  fomnyears  since,  that  the  qUUrw^tpr, 
o^.this  ladyi  in  speaking  of  the  virtues,  anij.. 
t^toots  of  ^n  JEngUshman,  who  was  then  livings, 
ii(i  habits  of  the  strictest  ^iend^ip  with  her 
fi»inDyj^  seribup^y,  remarked,  that  "  let  people 
say^hut  they  would, of, Protestants  in  genci-.. 
ra)^  she  vea^y  was  of  opinion  tha^  this  gea^ 
tl^ma»  bad  a  soul  as  well  as  themselves  T* — . 
What  admirable  candour !  .  t 

t!  .  Adiem 

1  *--'•"'•   :-■ 


f1- 1'^                     . 

1 

O--'  1 

*  'ir    •'■•.1    ■ 

(il        ; •        • 

V'  ^"i-^'t    -  ^ 

InriOM;:   "     ;  ^  -     -; 

J 

'"■, ' 

OJ  vi.,'.  i      ^ 

OOlUO^-j?  »:  ^'.1  '     , 

^InoAnvvil      'j'' 

'■  '.J 

I 


y  Google 


70  ia»BON. 

LETTER  XXXy. 

PUM  das  Chagai,  t'Oth  Slasck. 

Thb  weather,  since  the  middle  of  January 
lasti  has  been  dry,  and,  for  the  last  month  or 
^re  weeks,  very  warm.  We  sit  wilh  open 
windows  nigbt  as  well  as  day,  and  I  already 
find  it  too  hot  to  bear  the  sun  in  the  hottse, 
or  to  walk  in  our  horrid  litde  garden  before 
the  hour  of  its  settii^ :  every  body  says  that 
this  is  both  unwholesome  and  unusual.  Qreat 
agri<mltttral  distress  exists  in  the  provinces, 
and  the  cattle  are  continually  dropping  clown 
with  heat  and  disease^  Publie  affiurs  appear 
to^be  more  settled  than  at  any  period  e&ice 
the  Aew  mode  of  goveivonent  was  eifectsd; 
tti6  reception  of  the  present  Chai^  -Sfaidior 
Oiitiera^  at  ihe  British  Court/  seems  to  hhve 
crushed  the  remaining  hopes  of  <^  cosqymda 
party.  Great  uneasiness  prevails  rekitive  to 
the  state  of  Braxil,  who,  feeling  Iwroown 
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strength,  and  the  weakness  of  the  motber 

country,  is  suspected  to  be  upon  the  point 

of  discarding  her  leading-strings,  and  of 

asserting  her  independence.    I  do  not  thinK 

diat  the  colonies  of  Portng&i  will  be  Kkely 

to   reap  any  advantages  from  die  recent 

change  in  her  internal  policy,  for  the  present 

Ministers  seem  to  have  c<»apletely  adopted 

the  Usual  yntes  of  tlieir  more  «»urdy  prede^ 

'  otomn-^a  ihhrst  t6r  personal  emdusientj 

'  -mid  a  merely  selfish  l»ve  of  sway^    Wkat 

^ '  suioh  a  spring  of  action  is  ultimately  Uk  pro^ 

.  •  Aick  may  be  easily  anticipated;  the  prdba- 

•Ue- consequences,  both  to  theiii«difies  and 

i   tD  tlieir  country,  will  teach  them  4h«  tmth 

of  that  gMem  but  obsolete  rule,  -^vM  is 

adapted  to  -erery  situation  aad  cirauastaiice 

.    oflifei^'Himestyii^diebestpDtiK^y."    Think 

M  yp^  I  am  going  to  set  up  for  a  pottticnn?--^ 

I  (Koi.  beHeve  «Be(  but  ccxmrni^n  sense  «go^  a 

, !'  gsefit  wmff  in  ofeniof  the  ^yof  upiw  pyerj 

loikdijeot?  besiites,  Jij  is  m  ^o^fiep  tjwjpfight 

J  oJrieoomingttQ  aAect  itidiffer^slaeaiidignpi^pce 

fJMupon  topics  ddeuMed  t^  9t^9%  i^j^on 

ot  ^uidinfal;enint^resfrinration&ljaii^^of  ^oth 

n/v(sexai,  mcbdiy  bteause  |the  ob»€^i^e|  f^iay 
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<4lHliffi|^4if^A.w<H»«in.)  Tbis^^^iiiQit.beliMi^ 
tp  a  fyameM,o^nlMry^  at  present  we-scmtolfei^ 
^^wafe  tbiA  fymjaiae  modesty  iaoot  piwttgr 
h^fbw^tgt  ^Bkf>t  solid  infomiatiOB  aodaounA 
judgment  synoQiiaous  ^hmn.^eSBtbilmm^ 
of.  ^xtraor^tinary  endowiorat,  •an4 :  «n  uo^ 
gracelulMSun^^tton  of  tbejrighta  ottsmL^r.-. 
'  ThiS'dimate  disagrees  witb  «ie^ai]grtiium; 
aad.jnprei  and  it  contiamea  to  ^velaii  timet 
stm^iiigtbi  and  to  eaat  the  hue^E^i^ekhessiai^ 
languor  ov^er  the  once  bfoowing  counb^nmeti 
ofaypoorUttleboy«  *^   -^ 

You  know  how  aeutely  I  potlsess  tlw  9&assi 
of  smelUag;  it  is  hereditary  in  Gikyccase^  a«d; 
had, often  been  the  souyoe  of  mui^h  ^aator/^ 
ment  ip  ^e  babny  land  of  purity  tad  rfoar. 
^ance. which  I  have  left  belnnd.  Ju(%e^ 
.tbi9|refi>rei  of  wbal  I  must  suffer  h^re;  wh^rei 
fgr  three  miles  around  Lidlioii,  in  -eycffy 
.  dureptWof  you  .^^annot  for  a  modmtntgpt  ictear ' 
of  the  disgusting  effluvia  that  issues  from 
every  house.  I  seldom  go  out,  for  this  rea- 
son,  in  the  day  time,  and  about  nine  o^cIock 
at  night  the  case  becomes  absolutely  too  bad 
to  bear,  much  less  to  describe.  I  do  not 
.wish  -to  complain,  or  to  exaggerate;  but,  if 
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€gdtilieoce,  it  ought  to  be  a  &KhM  one/  t 
a^ise  6p6ttk  tke  trutli  or  be  «UeM;.  Aftd  y^t! 
Aie  poorer  ^'  habit '  and  a  stronger  boifil^ 
iH^aiabatlonirilleflfect^Mnderfi.  -  Tb^resi^ 
4dtit9'ap|^eiir  t«ry  «%hdy  seiisft>1e  oftbk 
intolerable  ntilsaiice;  atid  Bome  oftiie'natW^^ 
actually  dnjoy  it;  boaslfaig  that  *'  it  is  good 
fetftthe  nerves,  and  acts  as  a  preventite 
d^mt'tibi0  pUigue.*'  What  the  noses  of  the 
Po«tU|;aeae  are  ttiade  of,  I  really  am  at  a 
loss  to  conjecture^  and  so  will  you  be>  wbeh 
hua^^teycu  that  they  dislike  all  perfiunes, 
ebDcept^au  de  cologne;  and  also  the  scent 
o^-nuoiyof  the  most  fragrant  ffoi^^s;  mfghi^' 
.onette  Aey  particulariy  abhor/  and  alski 
gecEinitim.  One  of  my  damsels^  (he  other 
dayv  'vi'as  fixing  H  bmioh  6f  the  latter  in  toy 
binr/  and  obserred, '  that  ^<  it  irds  a  pretty 
coAolir/but  head  a  sad  nasty  smeH/'    Adieu;  ^ 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

PMeo  daft  Chag^,  Api^'Mi,  iWt. 

Tus  weather  h$s  beeQ  ooci&i  of  kle^ 
all2ioiigh  we  have  had  no  rain  beycmdadj^t 
l>assing  sbower«  The  ultra  party  are  inde*- 
fetigaUe  in  their  endeavour  to  throw,  die 
whole  bfeme  of  the  probable  defection  of.^he 
BrazQa  upon  the  new  govamsnent;  periuqps 
their  in^rudent  managestont  ttiay  have  ftt* 
dlitated  the  denouementy  but  those  wfao^ 
unbiassed  by  4;he  spirit  <^  par ty^  look  sobody 
"upon  the  eventAil  game  now  ph^ing^  ^il^t 
peroeiye  that  this  ttuoeatened  natioiial  loss^is 
a  calamity  which  has  been  gradually  mch 
vattciiig  for  a  lei^h  of  time,  and.  thatrfhe 
affidrs  of  the  colonies  have  only  tahen- their 
natural  course,  in  agreement  with  that*  ^f 
others  who  have  preceded  th^n  hi  (the  grpat 
history  of  die  world:  foe  this  as  it  mayv'^e 
'  despondence  is  general;  and  n^uiy  .persdhs 
confess  thek  reluctant  conviction  that  Viv- 
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tugal  will  be  too  weak  and  impoverished  to 
hold  her  head  long  above  water^  without  the 
coalition  of  Spain. 

The  late  reigBiag  queeh  of  Portugal^  who 
died  in  Brazil,  six  years  ago^  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  \trhose  body  had  been  removed 
from  one  convent  to  another  ever  since  the 
«vent,  was  at  length  finally  buried  in  the 
"  va^ts  of  the  Estrella  convent  at  Ii$bon| 
ilbout  a  fortnight  ago.  We  went  to  the 
&oiX6e  of  a  Portugueee  friendi  in  order  to 
see  die  funeral  procession  pass  by,  wiiicii 
occurred  about  eleven  o'clock,  by  torch* 
light.  All  burtak  here  are  conducted  during 
4he  sileiice  and  darkness  of  night,  which 
ciffitunstance  greatly  Addjs  to  their  soleninity. 
The  common  people  as  I  once  before  icAd 
yon,  oFt  genaraUy  thrown  irreverently  into 
die  •grave,  naked  s  somedmes  they  are 
dressed  in  their  usual  clothes,  whicdi,  how- 
iittver^  become  the  ul&nato  perquisite,  of  the 
1  i  «ext(m.  I  saw  aaold  domestic  of  the  Mar- 
;<  qqeaa  das  Minas,  wbo^ied  in  a  house  oppo- 
•tfta  to  our  own,  carried  f(atii  to  his  Jbst 
ihomq,  a  short  tune  since ;  the  coffin,  in  which 
'U  waiti  taken  toihe  brink  only  of  the  ^eve, 
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wa?  in  .tbfi^bape  of  ^  lopg.^r^nkMiw^.fflt 
coY^ , W,:  upon  which  f^  painted  «^.  wKi^(^ 
croass  a  crowd  of  ecclesiasticsf,  beaded  faiy^.^,  I 
superior^  bpre  it  along  the  gloooiy  stre^f . 
several  of  them  carried  lanthomsi  ,and.ts41t> 
silver  crucifixesj  mounted  upon  poles,  andas^. 
they  lifted  the  body,  they  broke  out  intoi^it 
general  funereal  chant,  inde^ribably  dsw^^T 
and  monotonous*  The  windows  of  the.  room  ^ 
in  which  he  died  were  all  opened^  and  sp^^h 
a  strong  scent  of  burnt  rosemary  issued  frcHi^t 
then^  Uiat  I  fear  I  shall  retain  a  dv$^giS0^^// 
ble  association  of  ideas  in  connexion  ^tbtb^Jt 
smell  of  this  plant  as  long  as  I  )tve,-^9oiir 
Extremely  prone  I  am  to  ramble  from  Ifty^i 
original  subiiect — I  set  out  with  an  intenfipa  / 
of  describing  to  you  the  obsequies  of  a  ijf^i 
ve^eigUt  and  I  start  from  my  course  to  di^t^  . 
upon  the  humble  funeral  of  an  oVl  n^Mtrj 
dome*  .     ,        .M  .r'\u 

JH^  late  majesty  was  the  mofther.i^^ltbQo 
pnesept  king,  who,  as  you  alreaflyi.fei^ffiei 
clp^dy  resewJpJesi  heu  in  a  Iqve  A;>f.r§g^ig 
church  feaslj^  papal  autbori^y^  j^nd  rfii^^o 
mUacks.  The ,  Cjerem^ppi^s  lasted, |p>|j  tjflf eni 
cii^^-^  ,4fy?  .and  ijiig^ts;  .^tfr^^i^ipefl^w 
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tKe  ^&t  ^tthsl  on  stA  and  lahd,  and  the  bells' 
ot^^irUrf  steeple  in  Lisbon,  tbundered  latid 
ptsaled'  without  Intermission.  It  is  really  a 
gr^t  hardship  for  us  little  people  that  a 
qtkto  cannot  be  mterred  witiiout  the  chance 
of*refnderittg  many  of  her  invalid  subjects 
distracted.  I  am  sure  many  sick  persons 
vitt^  ik,ve  hten  harried  out  of  the  world  by 
sheer  noise,  drying  these  important  three 
diilys>  tb  attend  upon  her  majesty  in  purga- 
toiy;  ^  honour  which,  I  dare  say,  they 
wOiild  Siaye  be^i  too  modest  to  covet,  had 
the'6^ti<yn  b^en  allowed. 

On*  the  first  night  the  grand  procession 
todk  {>lace;  setting  out  from  a  distant  con- 
vent, ahd-  finally  stopping  at  that  of 'the 
Estfella^ where  the  body  was  received  with 
gHiki  st&tie  and  formality,  laid  in  the  princi- 
pill^fe  of  the  church,  and  carefblly  watched 
until  the  next  morning  by  a  select  number 
of 'kdBes  and  gendemen  of  th(^  court;  "who 
reiiudiied  standing,  uncovered,  and  in  dead  > 
sikMie '  ah>und  it  the  whole  time,  without 
odi^'iMting^down  to  rest'their  weary  limbs, 
in'>thfi'  satne  rigid  observance  of  etiquettd, 
wld^^^^  would  have  been  expected  to 
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pMwtise  during  the  IMs  of  the  dMeosi^.i 
The  prooestion  was  very  imposing  a»  a  spee^ 
tacle^  and  boasted  the  attendance  of  the - 
king  and  all  the  royal  family  in  theif  state-' 
carriages^  which,  howe««er,  are  ti»e  most* 
ckiaiay  tawdry  vehicles  that  can  ^poeeSkfy  b^^ 
imagined.  These  opened  the  long  cortegev 
and  after  them^  came  eXi  the  fidalgos,  upon' 
horseback ;  drest  in  ample  oloaks  of  black 
cle4h,  and  coal-^Mver  bats,  (which  ^i^ 
Spanisk eaH  **  sombreros*')  Arcm  which  d^ 
pended  very  long  streamers  of  black  cyape^ 
— the  effect  of  thdr  glittering  stars andor^ 
ders,  peeping  occasionally  from  beneatlilli^ 
mantle,  and  flashing  in  the  light  of  tbe 
torches,  was  very  brilliant  and  chivalrottr: 
each  fidalgo  was  i^ended  by  two  of  his  own 
domestics  on  foot,  one  on  each  sMe  of  Mi 
korse,  bearing  the  torches.  Then  fi>Bow>^ 
an  anny  of  bishops,  monsignoirs,  prrests,  and 
monks,  the  «wthoIe  **  Church  MiKtrnt,'*^  4aiA 
immediatdy  afteirwiuds  came  the  dMfertttl 
regiments  in  the  service,  horse  and<  foo^*  eatll 
with  its  separate  band  of  music  playii^^i 
due.intervals,  the  most  wild  and  pathetk^ib^ 
neral  lament  in  the  shape  of  a  dea^  tnar^ 
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I  tbongbtthis  hy  fertile  meet  tnlemstti^and 
agr^^blepfurt  of  the  ceremony.  Tbe  hearse, 
(or  rather  hearses,  for  there  were  tmo,  m 
cami^iaBce  with  ro^ral  etiquette,  one  contain^ 
i»g^  the  hody^  and  the  other  vacant,  in  case 
of  a€o!doiit|)  were  very  shabby  and  paltry 
QOft¥ey^»ceB<;  they  reonnded  me  of  our 
bakers*  ^nts',  covered  with  bkck  drapery* 
.  Tbe  next  day,  the  dburch  of  the  Ertrelh 
fim^rflow^d  with  spectators,  and  the  corpse 
wm  esrposed^  in  ftiU  court  dress,  while  tl^ 
a^bilify  43ame  suceessiyely  to  Hss  tite  hand; 
a  -ceremony  which  could  by  no  means  be 
diispemsed  with.  A  grand  mass  was  then 
Qciebrated;  the  requiem  composed  for  the 
occasion  by  Bomtempo,  in  which  the  best 
$ii^^«rs:of  tl^  opera  performed.  This  was, 
ikwbjtleda,  very  fine,  tost  it  was  albwed  to  be 
1^^  dfficult;  the  king,  however,  said  with 
much  Bimpticity,  that  '^  he  could  not  OKacdy 
fi^e  out  what  it  meant;"  and  so  though! 
flT<^y^  body  elser^but  so  much  the  better, il 
fkkmf^  the  vast  genius  of  the  oomposei) 
^yog/.^  tavwre  to  tie  multittide,''  nnd  we  all 
l^lioW'th^t^'  obscurity  i»  one  great  source  of 
lft^j?^blu»a" 
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lM§Dim  heard  Bqmtenipoi>  a  tm  c^»wy^ 
eimm  9^  sev^al  of  fcU^Vght^  pieces  ufi^ 
tb»  jiiano^forte,  witbojot  a^j  altemt^i^jpj^ 
oiiigiBal  oi^i^n  idl  H^taiemL  S^enee  ^i^ 
Mieoi^ioB  he  possesses  m  peripsc&mi  Iml 
these  qualktes  belong  to  the  animal  inachiiie;; 
the  soul  has  no  share  in  them:*— a|id  i^m. 
is  the  reason,.!  suqpect,  that  so  few  peo]^ 
really  like  to  fisten  to  soBie  fine.playecs'iii« 
frshioiiiMe  sodety— th^  art  is^umtafcea^'by, 
«hle  ipefsons  out  of  ten — tibey  ^mM  to^iiaadb 
andsurprisej  and  think  that  thejr  iMtre^df  m^. 
erary  thiag;  in  effecting  tins  ols^cl,.        ; ,  .4 

"  Oh  friend  I  to  dazzle,  let  the  vaiii  design — 
"To  raise  the  thought,  and  touch  the  heiarti*  tWnigl'*' 

Thus,  I  b^ere,  says  Pope-^itf  #rai# 
tkigfiAii^Sambb— worth  aHiheoth^  Pi>prib 
pttt^ogeAeer,  though  it  muit  be  ownedi^diete 
U&im  BOi dealer  m''^iiklttigemmi''!r^3at0>ty 
ham  not  yet  <bne  w^^^ipieftHii  tfcMiiittI' 
da3r  conehided  iiie  oeremoines ;  her  iQifMii 
^iaBm^km^  safely  md  bctt^^Me  iii^eModr 
and  all  ihe  world  retimK^  to  jtls^  Jgltfiii 
etqSymeaAyotihek  usaal  iirtrfeiNMli<fl||>fn  * 
B«ti  gpj».reBUNrkaWe 
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yee-to  b^  toM ;  the  ceremony  of  her  Ametal 
ixSUtte.  Two  of  tlie  young  princesBes  mere 
ap{K>tnled  by  the  king  to  iiie  high  hotnntr 
of  presidmg,  and  four  ladies  in  waiting  per* 
fermed  fSb^  enriabk  office  of  tfrewomen  la 
ik^  corpse.  It  had  been  brought  over  fit>in 
ftrafeU/encIosed  in  three  coffins,  the  inner 
one  of  lead,  where  it  was  laid,  surrounded! 
hf  aromatic  herbs,  gums^  and*  essences, 
wkhoat  having  been  regularly  embafaned,  m 
piK^eei^  whi^  is^dy  adopted  towards  sides 
ct  ihe  royal  hottse.  As  her  miyesfy  had 
been  dead  ibr  the  last  six  years,  the  horri* 
Ue  effluvia  that  now  issued  .from  the  coffin 
wlb^n  opened,  was  such  as  to  overpower  all 
Ae  persons  present,  notwithstanding  that 
dbeliad  died  in  the  ^*  odour  of  sanctity." 
0m  of  liie  princes^es^feitited  twice,  and  waa 
too"  ift  to  re-appear }  but  her  sister  waa. 
ol^M^  to  remain,  while  tbe  ladies  caned 
tie  body  and  eompletdy  re^I^died  k^  m  a- 
lAlclr  robe^^  dresai  cap,  gloves,  shoes  and^ 
sl4»d6lfi^'  aY»i  adorned  it  wMi  fihir  «{4eadid 
JnliHj  upon  th€  htreai^»  ^       i 

^HblMbody  itsrif  was  not  only  e^liie,  fattt 

V<HU.  II.  O 
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changed  to  a  dreadful  black  colour.  Thank 
heaven  I  am  not  a  Portugueze  coiTrtier  I 

We  went  last  week  to  Cintra  for  three 
days,  and  found  the  valley  almost  as  beautiful 
as  ever^  notwithstanding  the  absence  of 
summer  foUage,  as  there  are  many  evergreens 
among  the  woods,  and  the  orange  trees  were 
in  full  blossom.  The  delicious  perfiune  of 
the  latter,  aftier  the  detestable  smells  of 
Lisbon,  was  reviving  beyond  all  idea,  and 
the  Judas  tree  with  its  soft  pink  blossoms, 
somewhat  resembling  those  of  the  almond, 
added  much  to  the  gaiety  of  the  landscape. 
We  have  not  yet  been  able  to  fix  upon  a 
house,  but  propose  making  another  journey 
for  this  purpose  very  soon.  . 

The  ceremonies  of  Lent  and  the  Holy 
Week,  although  much  of  the  same  nature 
as  those  in  all  cathoUc  countries,  have  been 
carried  here  to  an  extreme  of  impious  and 
absurd  farce,  which,  without  seeing,  it  is 
difficult  to  credit.  The  processions  on  every 
Friday  have  been  very  numerous.  Among 
the  penitents,  y^as  a  lady  who  followed  a 
wooden  image  of  our  Saviour,  without  even 
the  resource  of  a  veil  or  hood,  walking  bate- 
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footed  through  all  the  filth  of  the  streeta, 
exposed  to  the  comments  of  the  assembled 
populace.     This  penance  appears  doubly 
severe,  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  paving 
of  the  streets  is  of  the  very  worst  description, 
and  the  city  built  upon  an  everlasting  succes- 
sion of  steep  hills,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  dirt  collected  therein. 
The  other  day  was  enacted  the  hanging  of 
Judas,  and  the  sacrifice  of  Abraham,  in  the 
open  streets.    The  part  of  Isaac  was  per- 
formed by  a  half-naked  boy,  and  Abraham 
held  a  long  knife  in  his  hand,  which  he  pre- 
tended to  strike  into  his  back  every  moment 
for  at  least  a  hundred  timps  running :  but 
another  boy,  dressed  in  dirty  tinselled  rags, 
and  soiled  feathers,  with  painted  wings  upon 
his  shoulders,  who  was  meant  to  be  an  angel, 
walked  behind  the  two,  holding  a  red  rib- 
bon, one  end  of  which  was  tied  round  the 
murderous  weapon ;  and  as  often  as  Abraham 
set.  upon  poor  Isaac,  so  often  did  the  angel 
pull  back  his  arm  witji  a  dexterous  jerk,  by 
which  means  all  mischief  was  prevented. 
The  king  washed  the  feet  of  twelve  beggars 
on  Holy  Thursday.     This  office  used  to  be 
q2 
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perfboned  by.  the  patmrichy  but  as  dial  per^ 
sonage  is  now  suppressedi  tbe  duty  devolves 
upon  bis  miyesty.  With  the  exception  df 
the  hidy  to  whoau  I  have  just  aUttd^>  the 
exhibition  of  peniteots  this  year  was  quite 
inaigBificaht  A  very  few  years  ago>  aa.oid 
Fidalgo  of  immen^  consequemce,  and  who 
had  been  guilty  of  all  sorts  of  enonnitiQS) 
wip^d  off  exety  sin  at  once«  and  afforded  a 
pious.triumph  to  the  priesthood,  by  crawlk^ 
thr9ii^  the  city  upon  his  hands  and  knees, 
underneath  a  cart  which  coavej^d  an  inmge 
of  the  virgin:  when  the  x^art  stopped,. or  he 
was  tired,  he  reposied  himself  yipon  hb 
haunches,  sitting  always  in  the.attitudeof  a 
dog.  I  saw.  a  procession  in  honour  of  a 
particular  saint,  not  long  since,  in  which 
there  passed  by,  above  a  dozen  images  of  the 
virgin,  some  of  which  were  as  large  as  life ; 
the  most  conspicuous  of  these  was  adorned 
with  very  fine  jewels,  and  her  hoop  petticoat 
and  long  waisted  stomacher  were  powdered 
with  diamonds.  The  young  ladies,  at  whose 
window  I  had  been  invited  to  take  a  seat 
for  the  occasion,  had  that  morning  been 
permitted  the  high  honour  of  dressing  this 
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image  in  all  her  finery,  and  they  seemed  to 
attach  great  importance  to  the  privilege. 
To  me,  the  most  revolting  part  of  the  spec- 
taole  were,  the  base  and  ludiereus  represen- 
tations of  our  Saviour;  imagine  a  set  of 
dumsy  wooden  dolls,  of  about  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  height,  with  hideous  physiognomies, 
Mastered  with  white  and  red  pdnt,  and  the 
heads  lost  in  coarse  flaxen  wigs,  highly  fm- 
ded.  Let  those  protestants,  who  are  Uberal 
enough  to  be  perfectly  indifferent  as  to  all 
tbtsemattisrs,  enjdy  their  philosophical  supe- 
riority of  temper ; — as  to  myself^  I  confess 
that  I  am  weak-miiided  and  irriiable  enough 
to  fiiel  at  once  afiiiamed  and  indignant,  when^ 
ever  I  think  of  the  sacred  form  of  the  Creator 
and  Redeemer,  as  thus  represented  and  pro-t 
pbaned.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

Pateo  das  €hagas,  April  24th. 

The  merchants  and  townsmen  of  Lisbon 
have  lately  concerted  one  of  the  best  and 
most  rational  measures  possible^  to  which 
they  have  obtidned  the  sanction  of  the  king. 
The  institution  of  a  society  for  the  protec- 
tion and  reward  of  National  Industry,  in 
every  branch.  To  assiirt  in  facilitating  so 
desirable  an  object,  it  has  been  a  questbn, 
whether  the  whole  community  of  the  Gral- 
legos  should  not  be  sent  home  to  Spain,  in 
order  to  afford  more  ample  scope  for  the 
employment  of  the  lower  orders  of  Portu- 
gueze  ?  The-final  result  is  not  yet  known ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  it  has  caused  a  great 
ferment  in  Lisbon,  and  two  unfortunate  Gal- 
legos  were  assassinated  a  few  nights  ago, 
victims  to  the  jealousy  of  the  natives. 

How  cheerless  is  the  feeling  which  I  for 
ever  experience !  that  "  I  am  living  (with  a 


y  Google 


LISBON.  87 

few  exceptions)  in  thie  midst  of  persons  whom 
I  cannot  trust,  and  whom  I  am  forced  to 
despisCf"  However,  I  ought  not  to  forget 
that  every  thing  must  have  a  beginning; 
the  regeneration  (such  as  it  is)  of  Portugal 
is  now  in  its  in&ncy,-  and  time  must  be 
allowed  for  any  visible  improvement  in 
national  character  or  conduct. 

Condessa  3^  Anadia  has  lately  given  two 
representations  of  a  very  pretty  opera,  at  her 
own  house,  cdled  '^  Amor  Conjugal,*'  the 
music  by  Mayer,  and  the  performers  con- 
sisting exclusively  of  her  three  daughters, 
and  their  female  domestics.  Nothing  could 
be  better  arranged ;  the  little  theatre,  scenery, 
dresses,  lighting,  all  were  complete.  The 
male  characters  were  surprizingly  well  sush 
tained  by  the  ladies,  who  were  so  effectually 
disguised,  that  it  was  impossible  to  recognize 
their  sex.  The  Condessinha,  (i.  e.  young, 
or  rather  little  countess,  literally  translated,) 
acted  two  parts — a  country  girl,  and  a  Polish 
prince.  In  the  first,  she  appeared  to  the 
highest  advantage  in  the  costume  of  a  Hun* 
garian  pf^sant ;  the  depth  of  shade  which 
the   fur    bonnet  cast  over   her    handsome 
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Wbitt  an  eslonidbuig  altemtURi  doe»  a8t)iuDt»> 
mAted  expressuMi  ef  eountenaiiee  make  in  Ae/ 
aime  set  of  features!  I  could  scarcdy  b^Bera 
as  I  gazed  upon  the  deUgbtAil  smile,  and  ii^ 
teUlgent  eparUing  ejre  of  the  Ckmdesaialiar 
this  eveningi  that  she.  was  the  qioet  iunm«r' 
paasioBtd  pe£ipna§e  vhioh  I  iiad  been  ao 
long .  accustomed  to  see  in  real  Ufei  The* 
company  was  numerous,  and  conwt^i.of  die 
elite  of  Lisbon,  of  all  part^^— Covcyttda 
Dukes  were  jostled  together  by  CfmstiiuN 
tional  Generalissmios,  and  the  lauij^faig 
daughter  ofthe  untittod  jitera/^amifedfisedgr^ 
unabashed  l^the  scowl  of  the  uUra  mturn 
qiifiBft.  The  whole  suite  of  apaiteents,  b<k4h 
dboim  and  below,  were  thrown-i^peii,  tmd  idle: 
houae  brilliant^  iUumiiftatod;.  gay  gvoups 
were  beheld  from  the  slree^  tiuKMgb:  this 
wide  opeiied  latticed  Uiada,  pasacUHg  the- 
sptondid  roonis,  covered  with  jewels  fladmig. 
in  the  light,  and  othe^  adorned  with  snocwy 
plumes  waving  gracefully  above  the  heads 
of  the  noble  crowd*  But  the  best  perf^nofii 
yet  .remains  to  be  described:  the  y^H^^igissi 
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difunm  ym»  <;iHi(bnred.  Site  is  extremely 
yoi^vliiis  Bot'A'tegularfy  beMrtMillli6e;  not 
i^pe^fect^vok^f  «tid  j^t'tibd^e^iialfiral  defl- 
ckmiim  vanfefa^  iioiapletelf  before  the  mi^c 
poih»r  of  genial  Her  grace  ftnd  fb^ng 
were  only  equaHed  by  her  imafl^ted  mo- 
desty. Tbe  second  sister^  Donna  Pepinai 
yxkckn  I  form^ly  depicted  to  you  aa  & 
biooming  creature  of  seventeen,  with  a  pro- 
taHoa  of  Inr  hair,  and  a  complexion  of  Iffies 
and-VQie^  gtiite  a  FAt^btise,  acted  1^  part 
of  a.m«gh  Httnganan  iNior,  &^ier  to  Nh^i 
and  p^rforined  most  naturaHyi  strange  as  it 
may  /seem.  You  may  remember  my  siiying 
tht^  the  hair  of  Mna  waB  the  most  huoi- 
riant  1  ever  saw ;  in  the  course  of  the  piece 
she  uncoiled  its  superb  leilgthi  and  I  a^nre 
yirtt^  il  dectrified  the  audience;  being  done' 
suddenlyi  and  in  the  most  grac^ul  manner; 
remmding  one  of  Akimdora  in  D<m  Qukpte, 
whose  ringlets  were  said  to 

"  Bmsh  Ae  gnmnd." 

T&fef  t^ondessinha^s   favourite    maid,  Ines/ 
d68^V6i^  hot  to  be  forgotten ;  she  can  neither 
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read  nor  write  her  own  language^  and  under- 
stands not  a  word  of  the  Italian;  and  yet 
she  played  the  part  of  a  tyrant  prince,  and 
sang  her  recitative,  aria,  and  quartetto,  in 
perfect  tune  and  time,  assisted  only  by  her 
naturally  good  voice,  and  strong  memory. 
I  assure  you  that  she  is  not  at  all  spoiled  by 
having  been  admitted  to  the  dramatis  per- 
sonae  of  her  superiors,  and  is  a  remarkably 
well-behaved,  ingenious  young  woman,  and 
an  excellent  servant.  I  admired  the  supe- 
rior gracefulness  of  manner,  peculiar  to  the 
Condega  in  receiving  her  guests;  equally 
removed  {i*om  ceremonious  stiffiiess  on  the 
one  hand,  and  from  a  cold  or  careless  indiflfe^ 
rence  on  the  other,  it  was  a  most  engaging 
union  of  frankness  and  courtesy — our  women 
of  ton  in  England,  have  nothing  to  equal  it, 
generally  speaking;  and  I  mu^t  say,  that  I 
consider  this  talent  to  spring  equally  &om 
the  head  and  the  heart. 

The  state  of  the  country  becomes  daily 
more  and  more  alarming:  the  army  have 
shown  increased  symptoms  of  dissatis&ction, 
and  the  Cortes  (that  is  the  mtgority)  are 
meanly  influenced  and  intimidated  by  the  two 
profligate  upstarts,  Carvalho  and  Pinheiro, 
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who  have  been  allowed  to  place  themselves 
at  the  head  of  the  New  Goverimi^nt.  The 
king  is  a  cypher^  while  the  corcundas  and  the 
priesthood  are  secretly  promoting  discord,  in 
hopes  of  recovering  their  late  abominable 
privileges ;  but  they  are  all  equally  bad  in 
their  way,  all  parties  I  mean ;  the  arrogance 
(and,  in  some  instances,  the  actual  imbecility 
of  judgment,)  which  these  two  reformers 
have  displayed,  are  almost  beyond  belief. 
They  have^  among  other  liberal  acts,  just 
suspended  the  Portugueze  habeas  corpus 
upon  no  just  or  definite  pretence :  and  they 
scruple  not  to  evade  the  constitutional  regu- 
lations, in  every  way,  whenever  they  have  a 
private  end  to  answer,  or  a  personal  pique  to 
gratify.  The  mask  of  patriotism  has  proved 
too  painful  to  be  worn  any  l<mger ;  it  is  now 
nearly  discarded,  and  people  begin. to  per- 
ceive, that  the  revolution,  which  has  been 
vaunted  for  its  avoidance  of  every  tragic  fea- 
ture, is  likely  to  turn  out  a  mexe  farce.  Car- 
valho  and  Pinheiro  have  heaped  the  grossest 
insults  upon  some  of  the  foreign  ministers  in 
Lisbon;  among  these,  the  Prussian  and  Sar- 
dinian have  fared  the  worst,  and  they  have. 
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ill  eposequenoey  resigned  their  funetioiiis; 
finding  U  impos^Ue  to  submit  tothe  impart 
tinence  of  the  ammala  in  pow«r;  I^  ^pmtk» 
this  appeUatioiii  bothasitistlie  isost  Wf^ 
propriate  that  occurs  to  me^  and,  also,  as  it 
is  a  term  of  peculiar  contempt  amcmg  alt 
Portugueze. 

The  Grallegos  yet  remain ;  for,  in  fitet,  the 
inhabitants  of  lisbon  are  perfectly  aware 
that  if  they  were  to  be  sent  home,  (as  wen- 
as  the  other  resident  foreigners,)  businei»  of 
every  sort  would  be  at  a  complete  staitd.* 
Several  of  the  inerdbante  have  tried  (bot&' 
formerly  and  at  present,)  the  diffinreBce  ^be^ 
tween  the  Gallegos  and  the  Portogoeze  poi^; 
ters.    Mr.  S»  (<Hie  of  the  ndiest  and  most' 
respectable   mercantile  charactocs  in  th^ 
country)  has  latdy  ^en  some  of  the  lattei 
tW  preference,  in  order,  once  and  for  «K/^ 
to  place  the  matter  in  its  true  l^ht;  heeitt-) 
ph^ed'thanto  conroy s^rm'al  boxes  to^liis" 
waarehouse  from  a  distance ;  diey  grew  timi^ 
of  the  burthen  before  they  hml  earHeditt 
half  way,  set  it  down,  amused  them9d(?es  ^i 
th^y  thought  i^opervih  tfaa*infonQ3,iafaa, 
finsJUy,  broke  much  of  :diie:nnteiltsuribltiu 
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(StfcmatD. merchant  made  a  similar/ «xpei4M 
umi^^  relatiye  to  some  easks  of  dil;  tkey. 
boliiiTed  exactly  in  the  same  nmnRer,  ^^ft^-^ 
tmmed  die  casks  in  the  middle  of  the  streets, 
and  wasted  a  great  quantity.  In  a  word^ 
the  Portugi^ze  (I  oug^  to  say  those  of 
Lisbon  and  its  environs,  for  in  the  northern  - 
provinices  the  mental  and  physical  character 
is  jsaid  to.fae^  different,)  have  neither  acti- 
ti^3  fidelity,  nor  personal  strength  enough 
tio.ostable  them  to  supersede  this  fine  race  of 
indui^ious  Spaniards,  which,  nevertheless, 
tikey  alfect  to  despise.  Even  in  labour 
which  requires  more  ingenuity  than  bodily 
power,  they  are  equally  behind  hand ;  the 
vegetoUes  which  adorn  die  Ljsbon  markets 
are  all.  raised  by  natives  of  Genoa,  and  Ae 
heat} .cooks  are  Spanish  and  Italian:  thus; 
weie  >an  enchajifer  to  wave  his  wand  over 
lifiboo^  and  to  palsy  the  i^^  arm  of  every 
useful  fi^reigner  among  the  workteg  daisies, 
tlbe  native  inhabitants  would  aU  at  once  find 
Aemadves  deprived  of  most  of  tlie  necessa*' 
rmoffife; 

\QuT  fifiend,  Baron  O.,  only  r^aiains  here 
until  he  has  received  his  recall  from  his  owh 
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court ;  and  the  Counts  A.  and  M.  are  just 
gone. 

If  I  stay  here  much  longer,  I  believe  I 
shall  lose  every  valuable  faculty  of  mmd  and 
body,  and  sink  into  one  of  the  very  charac- 
ters I  have  been  so  unmercifully  condemn- 
ing; nay,  if  Pythagoras's  rule  is  true,  my 
soul  may  actually  slip  through  their  fingers 
here,  and  find  its  next  habitation  in  the  body 
of  a  sloth^  for  I  assure  you  that  is  the  crea- 
ture I  at  present  most  resemble. 

Adieu. 

M.  B. 
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LETTER  XXXVIII. 

Lisbon,  June  6th. 

The  queen  continues  to  live  in  the  utmost 
retirement ;  secluded  in  the  recesses  of  the 
palace,  she  seldom  receives  visitors,  and 
never  goes  into  public.  Her  dress,  I  am 
told,  is  the  extreme  of  shabby  dirty  disha- 
bille ;  consisting  of  an  old  soiled  coloured 
gown  of  the  commonest  printed  cotton,  a 
cap  with  as  little  pretension  to  cleanliness  as 
the  hair  it  covers,  and  a  man's  black  beaver 
hat;  altogether  no  bad  representation  of 
one  of  Macbeth's  witches ;  but  the  most  re- 
markable part  of  her  costume  is  a  pair  of 
enormous  pockets,  which  descend  from  the 
waist,  nearly  to  the  middle  of  her  leg,  and 
are  always  stuffed  with  religious  relics  of 
various  sorts. 

Yesterday,  being  unusually  cool,  we  took 
boat,  accompanied  by  two  friends,  and  sailed 
down  the  Tagus  to  the  villa  of  Baron  Porto 
Covo,  which  is  built  upon  the  banks  of  this 
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fine  river,  near  the  toini  of  Passe  d*  Acees, 
and  so  close  to  the  shore,  that  the  waives 
frequently  break  agamst  the  lower  iraidevs 
with  great  force;  accprdingly^  M  itheae  are- 
furnished  with  dead  lights.  Not atree  ttto 
be  seen  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood^- 
and  the  small  garden  is  artificially' producied 
from  the  bosom  of  a  barren  rodb^  7he 
house  is  not  large,  but  it  is  very  expensivdiy 
furnished,  and  cost  the  unde  of  the  Bvtem 
(die  original  proprietor)  fifl^en  thousMni 
pounds.  Here  we  procured  from  die  houee* 
keeper  some  beautiful  Oiiei^al  china,' splen*- 
did  cut  glass^  and  other  superb  et  cetesa  of 
the  table,  in  which  we  deposited  the  conl^ts : 
of  our  humble  basket  of  cold  jNTOviidiHisv  X 
hadbnuightQ^.^tar,  and  we  cpntriv^lo^ 
beguile  the  time  agreeably  enough,  mitil  t^ 
cool  of  the  evening,  when  we  returned  aa  me^ 
came^  by  water,  enjoying  the  purple. and' 
crimson  beauties  of  a  southern  sun-sel^  asid 
afterwards,  the  glory  of  an  unclouded  ii^oa^> . 
which  threw  a  lengthened  line  of  radiance 
upon  the  waves,  that  I  should  call  golden 
rather  than  silver,  so  brilliant  was  its  eiTect.  • 
And  now,  shall  I  own  the  want  of  sublimity 
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m  my  taste  ?  in  the  midst  of  this  fine  spee^ 
tade,  I  could  not  help  thinking  how  infinitely 
I  fxeSe^nted-  the  humbler  charms  of  the 
Thames,  gliding  between  its  flowery  banks, 
wh^ie  the  nightingale's  note  resounds  through 
the  waving  woods,  and  mingles  with  the  soft 
rqpple  of  the'  gentle  current.  I  believe  it  is 
the  peculiar  bent  of  my  mind,  to  prefer  the 
beai^ul  to  the  sublime,  the  soothing  to  the 
brilUant,  in  almost  every  instance ;  and  the 
same  fieding  influences  even  my  anticipations 
of  a  futiHre  world.  As  we  returned  home 
from  the  house  of  this  wealthy  man,  the  con- 
versation turned  upon  the  often  debated 
questkm,  "  whether  great  wealth,  or  an  easy 
competence,  was  best  calculated  to  confer 
happiness  npon  the  possessor  ?"  Our  diplo^ 
maide  fiiend,  whose  youth  and  peculiar 
caareef  naturally  prompted  the  feeling  of 
andbkion,  was  decided  in  his  preference  of 
UJ^b^uAded  riches ;  and  the  usual  plea  for 
such  preference  did  not  fail  to  be  adduced: 
— "  that  a  man,  thus  endowed  by  fortune, 
would  have  superior  opportunity  of  happi- 
ness himself,  from  the  unlimited  exercise  of 
benevolence  towards  others."     Will  you  ac- 
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euse^meof  mbintbrop^)  if  I  confess  >  that 
myetLpi^Aktice  of  hmnaxi « nature  led  ms*^ 
the  most  oppomteiooiiahision?  Imt^  ind^d, 
I  have  sekloin'kiK!»wnaniBStanoe  where  the 
habitual  possession  of  htiBieiiBe  weaMi'  did 
ik>l?  harden  and  oontraot  tbe(  heait^;  imd;! 
have  Tepeatedly  bad  ooeasiok  to  remake 
Aaf  iiie  most  distinguished  actions  of  gene- 
fodty  and  benevolence  have  been  performed 
by  persons  whose  means  of  aiding  their  fel- 
l<>v-creatures  have  been  very  itoade^atb; 
as  to  the  question  of  mere  sel&sh  eigayttkittt, 
I  ap  eonvineed  tiiaft  where  nothing  isiteft  to 
desire,  half  the  relish  of  life  is  destroff^ ; 
repletion  is  nearly  as  fatal  as  inanitk>ni     - 

We  are  inveryindiflfei^ntspirttsatpresent, 
in  donsequence  of  the  death  of  Mr;  "W^  W. 
with?  whom  my  husband  formed- a  sincere 
friendship  during  the  winter.  This  youi^ 
inani^esided  for  several  months  in  theistme 
hf^tel  wi^  ourselves,  and  his  esoAaM&iiA^po^ 
yittoilyitrgMtious  natural  manB€«^  and^meltti- 
cfab^  llate  ^'  h€«ihh,  idtogethei^  cooiAined 
to'  kwaken  ourmoslf^a«^}otts  kterestoatid 
B0Hi&tttd(^>  &aboi»ittg^uhdepiupiultoMM9y 
&m4^^i^  he  was  iseMfc^tdPlrirsbwit^riA  ***t 
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fitftar  too  late;  and  jjot,  wliy  should  I  Mip- 

fase  ttuB  ?•  perhaps  na  faumaa  skill  or  fore- 

btgbt  could  have  sared  him  from  a  premature 

^^taare«   FcMidiof  social  eii}oytnents,  and  eager 

th  mitness  the  dUMREa*cb»t  soenes  which  Lisbon 

i  presents  ta  the  cm^oiiiity  of  a  stranger,  he 

luxsmnpaniedl  us  to  man^  a  party»  and  made 

tme.i*  many  an  excui$i<Hi,:while  we  flattered 

Qurselye^^  tha^  the  fitUacious  bloomi  which 

bometwaies  overspread  his  complexion,  was 

.  die  jj^sd^om.of  improving  health.    He  quit- 

Aedrus  fit  leti^br  in. order  to  pay  a  vi^it  to  a 

iriiefiid  at  M^deirai  wi^h  the  additional  hope, 

that  change  of  airy  and  a  sea  voyage,  might 

assist  in  his  recovery;    alas!    his  disorder 

inerea^d  so  rapidly,  that  shortly  after  he 

.  had  jrteched  his  ;f«}end^  .the  sp^gs^of  Kfe 

^gave>way»  and  he  breathed  his  last  ia  his 

.aarm9!  -. 

.  iHovr  melanchcdy  appears  «vcjry  cirqle  in 
-<s^u^>WB: h«¥^  been  $<^  loxlg.  ap^^a^^^ni^d  to 
hti^)ingenuoiis  eai|iiitf«miK^  bf^m^gi  ^th 
Ij^mt^slaonsofoiirioMtyorli^^test/jff^poiM^nt 
ijttti  our /owitt !  JU^t  wi^hit afc  ^an  assefnJ>Jy>. I  v»s 
y^yMA^i<}¥)^C0me(  his^iUMge: seemed  tQ  hs^nt 
i0i&>  and.J«iiev^nyrg^t0i^'«hieh^  pitiMd,  me- 
h2 
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thought  I  saw  the  pale  smile^  the  fair  and 
luxuriant  hair,  and  the  feeble  bending  figure 
of  our  youthful  friend.  My  husband  (who 
feels  as  if  he  had  lost  a  younger  brother) 
gladly  acceded  to  my  widi  of  returning  eady 
from  the  incongruous  seene;  and  I  after- 
wards found  some  reHef  in  endeavouring  to 
express  what  I  had  felt,  in  the  following 
lines. 

Ah !  why  in  the  moment  thus  given  to  joy, 

In  the  hour  thus  devoted  to  mirth, 
Should  we  feel,  more  than  ever,  thie  bitter  alloy,' 

Which  tempers  all  pleasure  on  earth  ? 

And  why,  virhen  the  harp,  and  the  dance,  and  the  song, 

Resound  in  the  bright  sparkling  hall. 
Do  we  turn  from  the  smile  of  the  gay  festive  throng, 

To  check  the  full  tear^  ere  it  M  ? 

lis  a  fond  lingering  thought,  which  thus  poisons  our 
rest, 

Of  one,  on  a  far  distant  shore ; 
Now  silent  and  cold,  stretched  on  earth's  chilly  breast, 

He  sleeps — ^to  a¥raken  no  more. 

In  scenes  like  to  these,  we  so  lately  have  met. 

That  methinks  I  yet  look  for  him  here. 
And  the  kind  gentle  voice,  which  I  cannot  forget, 

Still  breaks,  faint  and  sad,  on  my  ear ! 


y  Google 


LISBON.  101 

t^  ^e;  moroing  of  life,  while  the  world  was  yet  new, 
^(^hJ  why  the  sad  tale  must  I  tell?) 
Dear  youth  I  all  ingenuous,  guileless,  and  true, 
!Early  crush'd, like  a  flower  he  fell! 

Far  away  from  the  mother,  vrho  blest  his  first  cry, 
<    Who  *walch*d  o*er  his  childhood  in  love, 
,*Tw^  bitter,  'mid  strangers,  all  lonely  to  die, 
—  But  he  still  had  a  Parent  above ! 

To  that  Parent  of  all,  our  young  friend  we  resign, 
He  can  heal  the  deep  wounds  of  the  heart ! 

We  shall  yet  meet  again — in  a  country  divine, 
Wherein  sorrow  and  death  have  no  part ! 


^-^  -.-   -  3ii 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

Lui)on,  June  8th,  l^^2. 

Yesterday  was  the  feddval  of  <3orpus. 
Christ!,  here  called  Cdrpb  Sahto,  a»id  Vtoo- 
sidered  to  be  the  most  magnifie^it  ki  Por^^ 
tugal.  Saint  George  (represented  hy  hbl 
stuffed  figure  on  horseback)  was  tH^Jierb 
ofthe  day ;  Ids  attire  was  ej^tretnefy  ^upsrbyi 
and  the  hehnet,  in  particular,  w^ki  rie}ify* 
studded  with  the  finest  £ai^iiond6. 

The  people  uncovered  their  I^ad»^  sind 
saluted  him  with  the.  utmost  veneration  as 
he  passed  through  the  streets  from  tfaq 
church  of  the  Roscio  to  his  own  cai^tW  of 
St.  George.  He  receives  an  annual  aaliufy 
firom  the  latter  place,  in  quality  of  a  giai^rai 
oMcer;  nor  is  he  the  only  man  ^  ^ruiiiil 
feari^upon  wh6in  pensions  have  beemW 
stowed.  The  jewels,  whose  value  is  immeiise, 
are  generally  lent  for  the  occa6ion^b3)rtlie 
Dukes  of  Cadoval  and  Akfoes,  who  rmik 
here  next  to  the  princes  of  the  blobd,  and 
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are,  I  beKere^inthe  suceession  to  the  thr^neu 
In  former  times  the  character  of  the  saint 
used  to  be  performed  by  a  living  subject, 
hired  for  the  purpose ;  but  this  wstom  was 
abolished,  in  consequence  of  the  knavery  of 
a  Frenchman,  ivho  represented  this  great 
psnqfoixage  one7ea7,  and  concluded  by  st€^« 
inig  dke  hefauet.  The  Roseio  was  filled  with 
gajr  '  gtfoups  of  admiring  spectators^  in 
oarriages^oaron  horseback,  and  the  windows 
of  evlBry  house  were  hung  widi  crimson  dra- 
peries, and  crowded  by  ladies  in  fuU  dress, 
retttikmdent  with  jewels,  and  graoefiilly 
waving  their  courtly  plumes;  even  the  wives 
dnd  daughters  of  the  lower  classes  of  trades* 
MieB  were  decked  in  gold,  diamonds,  and 
pearls :  the  aulitary  were  all  in  attendance, 
and  the  knights  of  the  order  of  Christ,  98 
vpell  as  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy^  walked 
in  procession,  dressed  in  their  distipctiv(| 
and  splendid  paiapheivaliai  fomiing.  alto- 
gether A  most  imposing  spe^d^  So^ 
oedevs  of  monks  walked  with  theirfsye^  £«4 
n^on  the  ^iound,  it  bi^g  cqntirary  to  their 
mfes  to^  look  upwards. 
.'    In  =the  evening  I  accompanied  a  friend  tp 
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«^  ipcanifttioi^tBearCan^At*  Amii.^  tWe 
iHM^ial  in  Ail^dt)e3»^andI*perc9br6d^-tJB»| 
Ifar  :caMbi^aae8'  tbtlnitelfer iMEDe  j^iwwedf  tti 
we»r  jtfwel^  ' '  The^^sistet  •£  /Gduntesa  A.  id 
one^of  diia  olYley^^and^  JaerapartiMesle;  wis 
dmak  tea^  in  ihe  atoot^nl.  socialt  fi^aUte^f 
Eagbnid^:  the  &tr  caatoness  (NresidtBg  a^ith^ 
lea  UUe,  attendM-  by  bef  Uto-  firnide  4t)t- 
meatioa  id  the  coatune  of  ilw  co^i^n^  r  She 
ffftve  iisa  variety Qf.^x«eUeM>cakiJSi,,italle 
by  hevaelfj  (all^W  mligiosaapofisesaliigitbia 
tidefMi  t«l»it»)  *  and  did^  the  <  Jbonoulr^  ofl  ^Bv 
ceU  wilb  nmoh^ace  and  pofileness);  «lL^r 
tea*  we  entered  the  choir  o£  the  ebsmi^, 
.ithere  seiFeyal<of /die  lady  canooMas^efiveie 
•ftt'  devotion,  ia  sweeping  gMrments  of  nine 
vhilie  woolf  wbi^h^  ^om  o<f  er  the  usualtbla<d^ 
f^^»j^  tbi^hr.  otdec,  andjBowii^^iMAnq)^ 
I  drapeiyaromui^tai,:g«r^ia  dignified  efiect 
Mitht  Sgwei!  Heret^we  kneh  In.ml^no^aAd 
}hMmiUly^,ri}p0n  ti^;^ld;«^  t^vesaaoifc, 
,ftwfi  a,feW'i»omftnt%in^aonipftny  wiiho^  cjtmiid 
)0f  die  jaoatfdi«tingiii«fa.ed  families  mli^w, 
Kwbom-w/^!  there  found  ^sembted,  jmany  of 
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ididfii^  iiadi/broiigHt  thtir  ifBomig  idiSd^efi 

lUuii&nalcd/ldie'rcit'ofdiecbiiKelibMig  kslt 
ill  j^effeoti  obslcilHnty.'  -Not^^itbrtltiidiDg  tbe 
lAifi&iwMee  >ofjmf  i^ligidxi,  I  eoidd  not  forbear 
tdiMoU^t  tbat  tbebti^t  altar  thufi  listble 
frbnl:  aleu^  ^ufid  ^artidly  revecided  ibrongh 
^he  sdreeii  which  divided  it  frdtn  tbe  toieel- 
iiig  asi^DiMyv  iras  a  sttiking  and  D^ble  type 
«tt^4diat^h^itvellfy^a]ictulity9  to  whkb  tho  «9^ 
^yU^h^  cdnsteiitly  directed^  in  tfae  ikiiit 
lofltbe  gloomand  darkheAs  of  a  fiiHen  world. 
^Tit»  .oanonesses  of  this*  convent  are  about 
ti£st06]ii  in<  number,  and  allof  tbem  wqib^ 
<ff  Tank  aind  fiortuiie ;  tbey  are  not  boundiby 
*stiidb>yt^9Bi  and  Qmiy  oceasionaBy  visit  tboir 
^'^SitiUes^  in  )iLisbon.  £a«ib  has  •  a  "fitkfte  «f 
^kpaitaiestsf  ^pon  a.  small  <«ealei*\i4K>My^ itlis- 
^tiiih%  froth  dbi  crtheTj^  and  k)tne  are  gay.wilii 
'  MM^0tBy  land  brn^ybfianted  *^itb  ?N$n%d^ble 
,^m^^  '  Tbey  t«iear  €i5lo«te,  *0^^ 
imd '  yellow,)  aiid'disoiiKd^'l^e  igf^mbWrntie 
and  ^lose  bUvn  esq),  -wben>iab«6ntffrot{|  the 
'eofiiwettt;i4idtJ"wilbin  its*  walls,' tkey  are  of 
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cbtiim  i^0trio<ttdto  the  bafaitof  ihdcosdtt. 
Here,  as  well^is  M4ihe  cmsv&^dihe^^j* 
tandines,  I  was  fttmah  impressed  <  by  ^tbt^ 
armmble  character  of  ^be  GoiiBtesfe  A.  Sb^ 
had  eridently  inspired  every  member  cOft  the; 
community  wi&  a'sentimenfcx^.ifaeisoicleDest. 
regard.  All  sliared  in  het^ben^yokub  aafl 
affectionate  attentions,  even  to  the  servagids 
and  pensioners  upon  charity,  who  crowded 
around  the  gates.  In  crossing  oiffi^of  tiie 
quadrangles,  we  met  a  ^woman,  ^bending 
under  the  accumulated  burthen  of  years, 
poverty  and  infirmity,  whose  wretched  Capote 
had  fallen  from  her  shoulders,  in  the  hurry 
of  saluting  the  countess;  the  latter  took  it 
from  the  ground,  and  gently  rei^adiiig  it 
upon  her  humble  friend>  kindly  enbf^aced 
her,  and  passed  on,  followed  by  mainy  w 
audible  benediction.  The  whole  aelioil  wa^ 
the  work  of  a  mom^it,  and  was  ^ne  with 
the  utmost  simphcity,  asan  ord^ipjry  1xi}»ute 
of  attention  'to  tbe  claims.^f  hfsl^^b^  age; 
if  this  be  ^the  emstom  of  the  Romish  ^ktfidb, 
it  is  a  good  one,  prompted  by  right  feeling, 
and  so  truly  christian,  diat  we  could  hardly 
err  in  its  adoption. 
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liiknow  not;  what  has  come.o'er  my-  spiirita 
othie ;  restless  and  dissatisfied  with  ev^)r 
thilg  forei^,  I  can  think  and  muse  luid 
dv^m  of  Ei^kmd  alone.  I  was  affeded 
^  cydier  day>  upon  finding  a  knot  of  violets 
itr  tbe  gardens  of  a.pjdace^  here,  and  gave 
ykmi  to  my  foolish  regrefs^  in  the  foUoiying 

UtoN  SEBIN&THE  VIOLET  IN  THE  GARDEN 
OF  A  PAI«AC£  IN  PORTUOALw 

Sweet  teoap^  of  the  hedgerpw  wild, 
Whose  virgin  sigh  perfumes  the  air, 

JVIethinks  thy  beauty,  pure  and  mild, 
Is  lost  amid  yon  gay  parterre. 


i- 


Ti 


Oh  I  while  thy  ^granee  I  inhal^ 
*  Far  other  $cei»es  before  me  rise; 
,.  S<^nea  loved. fi^d  lost,  in  vision  j[>ale 
They  float  be^fore  my  humid  eyes. 

E^en  now,  by  memory  raised,  I  view 
:     The  dewy  mead,  the  shaded  ddl, 
AViliere^etst,  when  .life  was  fresh  and  new,. 
My  :<^Qles9  childhood  loved  to  dwell. 
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-  ,,,  Fai^^'jer  fhe  4^ia|  o'ear  t^jsea^  t  ^,  . 
.^  ;  Wiho^e  xfiMer  suns  in^  summer  snuile^ 
Exists  the  land  so  dear  to  me^ 
Beloved  England's  verdant  isle. 

'  Hieird  first  I  knew  thee,  lowly  flowery  ' ' 
In  copse  remote,  so  wildly  sweet; 
Nor  dreamt  in  proud  and  foreign  bower, 
Thy  modest  form  I  e'er  should  greet. 

Yon  rose,  the  garden's  brilliant  queen. 
The  orange,  clad  in  vest  of  gold, 

Carnation,  rich  in  painted  sheen. 
And  gaudy  tulip,  gay  and  bold ; 

Not  one  for  thee  a  friend  or  mate. 
Meek  daughter  of  the  lowly  dale  I 

O  leave  them  to  their  lordly  state. 
And  think  thee  of  thy  parent  vale. 

When  next  thy  modest  charms  I  view 
Be  it  each  early  friend  beside, 

The  primrose  pure,  the  harebell  blue, 
And  cowslip,  still  the  fiadries  pride. 

Far  o'er  the  sea,  far  o'er  the  sea. 
Where  milder  suns  in  summer  smile, 

There  may  I  meet  thee,  wild  and  free. 
Once  more  within  our  native  isle. 
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This  is  all  very  absurd  y^n  will  sfty^  and 
I  acknowledge  my  weakness ;  wliicli,  how- 
ever^ may  be  as  much  physical  as  mental ; 
this  climate  being  so  enervating,  that  it  forms 
at  once  the  cause  Mid  es^cuse  of  suoh  morbid 
feelings.    Adieu. 
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lisbon,  June  10th,  1822. 

Within  the  last  few  da/s,  a  conspiraey 
has  been  discovered  by  the  gofvermmAt. 
Its  stated  object  was  to  ov^turn  fhendhn- 
tryi  and  to  massacre  the  king  and  certaai 
members  of  the  Cortes.  A  friend,  in  wh6se 
veracity  we  can  confident^  Tepose^  '  isajs 
seen  a  copy  of  the  document,  whi^  faBing 
into  proper  hands,  was  the  means  of  #eveaJl* 
ing  the  existence  of  the  plot.  It  is  eos- 
pected,  that  the  ministry  have  made  -  the 
utmost  of  this  pretext  for  future  sevoii^, 
and  that  their  statement  of  the  case  is  over- 
charged aiid  exaggerated.  A  strong  proof 
f)f  the  justice  of  this  opinion  is  evineed^ on 
the  circumstance  of  only  four  persons:  j(t«9 
of  whom  ate  servants)  hai^ng  faeenaonD^m. 
One  matt  of  rank  ak>ne  ib  implidated^iand 
it  is^  rumoured  that  he  wffl  be  hxriig^'ifatfaBr 
than  bdiiBaded,  as  a  asark^  ofiifaeiiglr^htfidt 
indignity.     At  the*^  exaoqKtipn^  /of  Ae  iffash 
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victims  to  patriotic  feeling,  four  years  since, 
the  nerves  of  our  poor  friend  *  *  *  *  en- 
dured a  most  horrible  shock.  Unfortunately, 
her  house  was  sufficiently  hear  the  scene  of 
death  to  be  filled  with  the  suffocating  smoke 
arising  from  the  pile  on  which  the  suilferers 
werefbumt^  No  woitls  can  express  what 
she  svtfiered,  upoa  finding  herself  thus  en- 
veloped by  a  vapour,  horribly  tainted  by  the 
scent  of  hum^i  carfiage;  escape  wts  impos- 
sible; the  effluvia  spread  through  every 
faxt  of  the  house,  attd  she  remained  sick,  in 
body  attd  inind>  for  many  days  afterwards. 
The  barbarousi  custom  of  mangUng  the  per- 
sons of  those  who  suffer  for  high  treason 
slBl  exists  in  Portugal,  as-  well  as  some 
othevs^  wtueh  are  equally  repugnant  to  rea- 
9QB£' and  humanity;  but  enough  of  these 
Iboripta!  That  the  new  constiixttion  does 
molijexaetly  act  up  to  the  principles  of  a'fnse 
^veraimenty  I  think  you  will  aUew,  when  I 
kSifyovi:  a  ^ircumstanise  that  hasF  lately  oe- 
lciiKredb.oj  iOne  of  the  richdst  subjects  m  the 
xsjimkrf^hasi  been  desirous(  of  visiting-  Eng- 
liEOd^l^a^dHiiig  fi^  aonusemeiKt  and  improve- 
iMSt^iiaas  ik/^vevy'^gr^  favour/  he  bas;been 
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permitted  leave  of  absence^  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  sixty  days! 

In  proof  of  the  gross  superstition  of  tte 
lower  classes,  I  wUl  relate  a  onrcuBst^Me 
that  has  just  occurred)  and  which  oeoi»ion6 
an  excitement  and  an  interest  in  lisbcm, 
which  are  almost  incredibfe.    At  liie  dis- 
tance of  a  few  miles  from  hence  is  a  certain 
field,  in  which  a  peasant  boy  was  chasing  a 
rabbit;  the  animal  crept  into  an  aperture 
in  the  side  of  a  bank,  closely  followed  by  ^ 
dog;  die  boy  surprised  lo  find  that  Ae 
latter  did  not  return,  determined  to  aaeef- 
tain  what  had  happened  to  prevent  it,  $0^^ 
accordingly,  groped  his  way  into  -the  bnft,^ 
throng  tiie  same  narrow  entraoeis;  ^tel'* 
wss  his  astonishment,  upon  finding  AuttitPf^ 
in  a  sort  of  cave,  or  hermitage,  at  the  nppef- 
end  of  which  he  beheld  an  mia^e  of  ^^Ai^ 
virgin  I  Thediscovery  was  soon  made  puMbi ' 
and  the  miracles  affirmed  to  be  woriUnf  4^ 
this  image  go  on  daily  increasing;  afi  rsriKi  ' 
of  persons  are  hastening  to  the  s{K>t»'aiiA^ 
it  is  asserted)  among  other  popcdaar  tsfes,  > 
that  when  the  boy  first  entered  the  cav^ 
he  found  both  the  rabbit  and  dog  upop 
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tiieir  knees^  in  devout  adoration  of  the 
image.  A  few  days  after  the  opening  of 
ike  shrine^  this  treasure  unaccouiftably  dis- 
appeared, and  an  active  search  immediately 
commenced,  which  was  happily  terminated 
in  the  following  manner. 

A  peasMit  was  ploughing,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring fields,  when  suddenly  the  oxen 
stood  stiB;  nor  would  the  sharpest  applica- 
tion of  the  goad  induce  them  to  move;  the 
peasant,  after  vainly  puzzling  himself  to 
account  for  their  obstinacy,  chanced  to  cast 
his  ^es  upon  a  tree  overhead,  whereon 
hung  the  idenlieal  image,  for  whose  recovery 
all  hearts  were  anxious.  No  sooner  had  he 
bdb^ld  the  ph^piomenon,  than  the  animals 
biq^  to  tvatn  round  and  around  the  tree^ 
ia  »iy9tic  dance,  and  completed  the  cere- 
mony by  falling  upon  their  knees,  like  the 
ral^hit  ^and  the  dog !  Notwithstandbig  this 
mnale  propensity  to  the  marvellous,  there 
eiqpts  a  sjHrit  of  contempt  and  dislike  .to- 
wards the  monks  and  friars  among  the 
people  in  general.  We  were  in  a  boat,  not 
long  since,  upon  the  river,  and  were  passed 

VOL.  II.  I 
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by  another  m  whick  were  two  or  tlizec 
pneMtBf  and  a*  the]^  proceeded^  the  shoiea 
echoed  with  Mureastio  abtee  fro»  almeat 
ef^efj  botttaMiri  pfetciil«' 
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Lisbon,  July  7th  1822. 

A  MELANCHOLY  circumstanee  bas  just  oo 
eurre4;  a  spldier  has  been  shot  for  having 
attempted  to  stab  his  commander.  It  is 
ii9possible  to  ej^cuse  the  act,  being  ao  flagrant 
a  breach  qC  niUitary  duty;  but  this  is  the 
enly  instance  of  sanguinary  punishment  that 
has  be^n  known  for  a  length  of  time;  and 
the  case  of  thet  indifldtt^  vas  indeed  a  hard 
one>  as  he  had  been  extremely  Ul-used  by 
the  <tficer  in  question^  Contrary  to  the 
former  wbhes  and  regulations  pf  Locd  Be^ 
resfordf  the  soldiery  are  now  beaten,  kicked, 
and  s^uck  in  the  &ee,  by  t\mt  superionu 
upon  every  trifling  oceasion,  and  this,  tor 
.  gether  with  other  reasons,  hat  induced  great 
dissatisfaction  among  die  ariny;  nay,  it  is  a 
fact,  that  only  two  nights  ago,  a  revolution 
of  the  troops  was  upon  Ae  point  of  bcBig 
efleqted  at  the  oaade;  Gtentral  ^iepuhfieiia 
was  near  fisdlnig  a  vktim  l»  Ikeir  vk^iemm^ 
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but  his  firmness  saved  the  government  for 
the  time  being.  It  is  no  less  true,  that  the 
soldiery  have  retained  their  former  cockades 
of  the  royal  colours,  and  now  wear  them 
constantly  concealed  about  their  persons,  in 
order  to  be  ready  for  open  display,  upon 
any  change  or  emergency;  nor  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  at  this  present  moment 
they  would  unanimously  join  in  the  restora- 
tion of  the  king  to  absolute  dominion,  were 
he  bold  enough  to  affi>rd  the  smallest  en- 
couragement. The  conduct  of  the  priest 
who  attended  the  criminal  in  his  last  hours 
deserves  to  be  i^ecorded,  from  its  humanity 
and  consideration ;  as  soon  as  the  bandage 
had  been  placed  over  the  eyes  of  the  unfor- 
tunate man,  he  gave  him  absolution,  and 
afterwards  proposed  that  he  should  join 
him  in  prayer,  previous  to  his  making  the 
fatal  signal  for  his  comrades  to  fire;  thus, 
engaging  the  mind  of  the  soldier  in  a  conso- 
latory exercise,  he  made  a  private  sign,  long 
before  the  conclusion;  the  man  fell  dead, 
instantly,  and  without  a  groan,  happily 
spared  the  dreadful  task  of  working  up  his 
courage  to  the  efibrt  of  giving  his  own  signal 


y  Google 


LISBON.  1J7 

for  execution.  How  different  was  the  feel- 
ing displayed  by  the  officers  of  the  regiments 
present!  they  marched  the  troops  to  the 
melancholy  spot,  (the  prisoner  included^ 
with  their  bands  playing  the  gayest  quadrille 
tunes,  and  airs  from  the  opera  ballets. — 
Adieu. 
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The  Me  a^li^iiipt  to  o^tertbroiw  ohf^prwiht 
government,  in  whieh  the  isoldteiy  >litt^e 
bonie  so  C(Mispicuaus  a  sliars/  aj^peasr^ 
hare  been  abetted  In  a  vety  hi^  qfuwter; 
the  ministry,  instead  of  maintBtiniiig  abidn- 
daunted  attitude  in  defenc&ig4heiriautlio- 
rity,  have  evinced  symptomd  of  terror,  mUeh 
cannot  ultimately  fail  to  bdnoe  a-  seboAd 
revolt,  upon  the  first  convenient  opportunity. 
The  reason  adduced  by  the  latte&r,  a^  the 

"  cause  of  discontent,  vras  the  disappcdnt»€tot 
df  the  men  in  not' being  sent  to  l;he  diffinrent 

'  ^vihces,  at  this  time,  #hich  at  the  begin- 
tlmg  of  the  constitutional  systek  haU  -b^n 

^^lenlhly  prbmised  them  by  its  leadei^# — 

'  Win  it  be  credited,  when  t  tell'  ybvi^  ihsit 
the  latter,  after  having  irritated 'the^oc^ps 
by  Breach  of  ISkh'itt  the  first  instanci^i^ave 
Aow*weakly  yidded  to  all  their  deaif(n(Ib,^as 

■  if  in  reward  of  their  disobedience?'  ^There 
is  a  string  i^polirt  that  several  of  Aif^'inofries 
attached  to  the  interests  of  the  king  have 
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ket9k  siKldeiily  jaMudled  $nmi  iheir  re(q>«etiY# 
tanishweirtg.  <Jfily  lOth.)-*^  i)f^  wjrHtM 
4kaB  far  yesterday ;  timet  whfm,  I  h^f  ^e«r 
perienced^aYivid  andann,liiftt  Jc^sc«ivc§ly 
^  cottviace  wfsdf  that  no  ie$seiiti|j  liwm 
fiMfroeemmd.  ThWinorniDg»  attemnimitff 
beforet^mmk  wa  were  roused  ikdn  sleep  by 
*--««ii4iaiE4(kqHake !  bs  duration  did  not  exr 
iQsed  seren  aeeondsy^r  ve  are  assured  Ibit 
i  JbUbpn.  ou^  iMkve  eatpene^ced  ^a  repfitilio» 
tvE'die  iunrxors  of  ^be  greet  ^convulsMW  of 
lietaie  in  lS5d»  fimrernl  bm^ts  jure  «Md 
Ael9MB  destr^ed^  bpt  I«hfdlfvri^!G;>r  w^iei^ 
/lieidetMla  before  X  say  wmt^  upon  tbe  ^jibr 
.jeet  Xtbiiik  jpe  BK^^faaire  been  sfMiiied  ilm 
•  Aeet  buiRst^^Vom  the  oiremnstance  of  bftviiif 
h$m  adeep  when  it  eame  on;  but  we  bMr4 
^enough  to  fill  m  with  eensations  at  Moe 
Bmtal  Uki  ^terrific.  The  house,  beds,  fkud 
all  the  fiivmtttise,  mieaot^  shook  an4  d^mh 
bled,  while  tibe  <dpors  i^kpped,  and  tbe^wio* 
dows  ratj^  ineefienot^ft  acopii^pwiAd  bf 
a  noijie  resembling  sijMenuioeaii  thunder* 
.cwhi^  eontijRued  Ibe  whole  time.  .I  haf^e 
n^ce  l<^arDt:that  the  act^ual  dapiage  pcca- 
:  bioned  by  the  earthqu^^  is  inconsidecaMe ; 
vbilt  several  houses  in.Uie  Bosqp  Square 
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sboiw}  it$  eSeets  very  palpably,  being  rent  in 
fron^l  some  of  Ifae  edge  stones^  and  the 
wefttlmroock  in  the  xs^nvent  of  the  Coracio 
do  J^ua,  were  thrown  down;  while  at  the 
convent  of  St.  Franotsco  da  Cidade  the 
friars  we<e  beheld  sallying  out  .of  the 
clmrcbes  instead  of  betaking  themselves,  as 
wfas  tl^  e^e  in  foivaec  days^  to  the  sbdt^ 
of  Iheir  twaUs ;  tbaa  evinces  the  great  ehange 
thath«fi  4aken  place  ev^)  m  the  religious 
opmidns  of  the  people^  since  the  -mepiorable 
shock  of  1755,  to  whiob  I  have  abeady 
alluded;  at4;hat  p^ood  both  the  clergy «smd 
tbelatty flocked  to tJa^e  churches  for  imagi- 
nary protection*  and  fell  victims  to  ikeix 
miftaken  ideas  of  security.  The .  house  of  a 
frigid  heire,  whieh  was  built  about  two  years 
silM^y  upon  the  modern  plan  tor  resisting 
e|urtb<|^«ike$$  stocked  in  the  me^t  guigbtfid 
rn^m^r^  aiid.  the.  Wx  candles  remaining  iip, 
tho/chaoddi^«  ki  ihe  dr«WingH:ooinft.]9iei«v 
lQ^>»emA  fmm  iih^ir^socfce1?5,/^d  itl^own 
vii^Qn^upo^tt^.flopr-'*''  Thislsiconfiftdered 

♦/  <Qne»  <rfi  tti«  It^snewf  Ivhi^  did  -nie  the  tftroi*  off 
noticing  the  first  edition  of  this  ,work,  appeared  to 
d(f\M;'ft6ia  ^Atdrel^d  ife'te6n^,  the  {)o^M^  df  to^" 
circumstance;  but, fti^  havi?  p^iJq^O^ 
those  persons  who  have  Iroea  m  countries  suC^ect  to 
these  visitations,  to  be  persuaded  of  the  fact. 
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to^havl^  been-the  maiitjierere  dipockthatfias 
Ixdki^SMwn  for  the  Iftst  six  yeivSy  wbtifi'St 
jriMSlar  one  wad  felt,  \9idch^  stvange  t»'Mgr; 
was  less  violent^  but' more  dangevous  of  its 
kiiid  than  the  present.     Thd   ratlioiiale  ^ 
this  opinion  is  as  follows ;  I  give  it  as  it 
was  told  to  me,  though  I  am  myself  too 
ignorant  of  these  phenomena  to  vouch  for 
its  correctness.     The  present  earthquake 
was  of  ^at  description  which  causes  hoiu^es 
to  roek  fVom  side  to  side,  and  whioh,  how^ 
everaktrmkig  hi  appearance,  is  comparatively 
hHihfnless.    The  former  was.  of  a  sort,  which^ 
from  shaking  the  earth  in  a  different  manner, 
induces  a  trembling  rather  than  a  swinging 
motion,  and  renders  the  ground  liable  to  • 
open  suddehly  in  gnlphs  beneath  the  tt^:  ^ 
Altogether  the  occurrence  is  horrible,  and- 
the  sensations  it  brings  on,  both  physieai 
and  mental,  are  such,  that  I  sincerely  hope 
we  niay  not  again  witness  another.    My- 
next  letter  will  I  believe  tell  you,'  that^e* 
have  quitted  Lisbon  for  a  country  i^sidance ' 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Tagus,  ta  the  enjoy- 
ment of  which  I  look  forward  with  jfefjlii^^fisf/ 
of^deUghtfulimpaticitee.^  Adi^u.  /^ 
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Pateo  da  Saldanha.  July  19tb^  1822. 

FocB.  days  ago,  we  ^removed  to  ou(.p|^9|i^9t 
abode  at  the  Bateo  da  SaldanfaH»  W{  the 
aboms  ^f  (lie  Ti^us^  iflamediait^  a^Hwuig 
the  Saldanha  .palace»  whio^  liocd  AerotfiSm^ 
used  to  mhabit.  Hk  lordshi|^.)iaA  pn^Mt^ 
aoaocded  us  the  pnnkge  pf  ^oecupgmgiAis 
Msidenoe^  aad  it  ia  indeed  a  most  beiiUt^ 
and  agreeable  retreat*  Maw  long  Jvvieittay 
coQtiiiue  heve^  I  knaw  not^  ASitb^  ^litfUNd 
poaaeasor  of  the  palace  (fisom  whani  Iflie 
king  took  it,  to  lMest09r<tiK>n:J4»id,B<mp* 
fosd,  ia  ccmae^eQoe  of  ithe  ibnoer  jhmi% 
fixrfinted  his  .rigM(»  by  joinipg  A»  £miidi» 
against  lua  own  eountry,  duiJag  ib^  Senfai- 
aular  war)  k  now  in  a  maQner  jpaMbned, 
aad  Us  fawity  have  put  in  a  dabn.ifiupfAs 
ireatora4ii^noftlds.psop>er^«  .r^ri 

The  whaleof^Mir  quinta  is  ioilacd/mfi^ 
fdetely  rfoneign^esdbatiiwirf  aoa»iHti«dii^ 
modations  in  the  domestic  offices,  which  are 
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engrafted  upon  the  usual  arrangements,  and 
are  peoafiarly  Ei^glish.  Our  apartments 
upefi  tb^  greund-floor,  which  are  en  suite, 
open  with  glass  doord,  iwme^tely  upon  a 
terrace^  raised  above  the  pleasure-ground, 
to  which  we  descend  by  steps  at  the  farther 
^ittr^ttilty. 

''R?onr  hence  we  eommand  a  fine  vtewof 
4thl^  opposite  coast,  which,  ifirom  being  covered 
'J«4<h  l4i^yards  and  com,  wears,  during  the 
*^pAiAg  isMithB,  a  de%htful  resemblanoe  *o£ 
^i^r^.  The  white  wceIIs  of  the  LazaveMo 
iib^a^  ki'm  el«ga««t  a  form  that  it  has  the 
c^ifedt'of  a  caMie  «of  rondance)  stait  abruptly 
^om^A^  ledge  of  rooky  cb%  overhanging 
'l&e^ttoble  rivcfir,  and  constitute  one  of  the 
^Moet  bMuiifiil  objeots  «hat  it  is  possiMe  to 
ifiumc^ive.  The  Tagus  i^  visible  even  as  fltr 
iU»Pik4  buifi  ft<Mn  wbencie  4t  pours  its  sflfer 
tio<^  telo  tb6  boaotti  of  the  main  occwn ; 
^iimriMemblei««Miaeto  ai^  t&r  ev^r  passing  and 
*#epasl3iiig  befotfiB  us;  «6m&  kuMMe  btfyks 
laden  with  the  ^pfteqltoml  neb^  dt'Ae 
ffinivbiMBf' Oil  ^kdt'W^^^nike  liUbon  tnart, 
-4MNbotimvicaft  stflle>f  t«!88€As^b^ 
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liMopa.tigi  thek  different  destinations.  The 
king's  yacht^  superbly  gilt^  is  not  unfre- 
quently  to  be  seen,  when  his  majesty  makes 
an  excursion  to  his  favourite  summer  palace 
cf  Siiyaterra,  on  the  opposite  side  «f  the 
watef ;  nor. are  the  light  fishmg  bo^s  te 
be  passed  over  widiout  remark ;  theiv  sails 
am  cut  in  the  most  picturesque  d^pe,,  md 
the.  effect  of  the  lighted  lanthorns  in  «ach, 
S|mtkUng  like  small  stars  amid  the  darl^^s 
of  nighti  is  really  beautiful,  dispersed,  in 
evary  direction  upon  the  riv^,  evefii  9S  .^ 
down  as  Use  distant  bar  ;  theytreiwtd/i9^ 
of  die  poet's  ''  feiry  bark  with  the  Sm^Af 
lamp/'  which  has. so  often  ddigbted*  pi)& 
fiuDiey  in  the  colder  clime  of  an  i^^i^i^ 
home.  From  our  terrace/  the  walU  of  if  ^Af}^ 
are  oenametfted  by  geraniums  a^d  Cibnn^ 
rtties,.  embedded  in  artificial  earth,  andlinterrf 
mingled  with  a  proftision  of  ereeipn^  plmtej 
whosei  csrimson  blossoms  glow  .like-fidt&nib 
the  light  of  .a  southern,  sun*  we-,  d^^e^ft  !» 
the  quinta  beiieath»i  consisting  of  a  s^j^^ji^ 
several  aeresy:^unro<ind6d  Jsry.^  md  ^€^ 
hedgf<s   «f  kyender  .  and  i9om49ej^  JiJ^ 
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planted  with  young  fig,  mulberry,  and'Qtket 
trees,  amid  which  ' '^ 

«  The  tall  palmetto  lifts  it's  graceful  shade/' 

The  space  thus  bordered  by  the  fragrant 
and  beautiful  shrubs  I  have  mentioned,  is 
allotted  to  the  culture  of  miiho,  or  Indian 
com,  while  lower  down,  vegetables  are 
raised  in  profusion,  and  the  ground  is  irri^ 
gated  by  various  little  channels,  supplied 
from  the  numerous  tanks  and  weik  with 
which  the  place  has  been  furnished  by  the 
provident  care  of  Lord  Beresford.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  whole,  is  a  young  plantation 
of  orange  and  standard  peach  trees,  bre^tlv* 
ing  rich  odours,  and  giving  promise  of  ttvStl^* 
equally  delicious.  One  of  the  wells  is*  a 
Xricturesque  object;  being  endued.  witfain> 
low  eircular  walls,  and  overgrown  by-'tlw 
broad  leaves  and  golden  globes  of  .dier 
dimbing  gourd;  a  largewheel>  whiohhsuigw 
up  the  water  to  the  surface^  in  dntuimevliUt^ 
clay  vessels  fastened  to  its  spokes,  is  twrned. 
by  an  ox,  who  blindfold  puvsuesfais  iveary^ 
ttok,  soothed,  or  it  may  be  slU|^ifiM,  hjifine^ 
melancholy  and  monotonous  sound  which 
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tte^«iihin0'{MroyhiQe»  as  it  tiam'  i  fibMdch 

thAt  tii6S^  wells  fwniB,  pecuMat  feieittt^  Itt^ 
enm^  Portugaese  quintal  and  are  of  vetjr 
aneiefeit  mgin ;  they  ave  cafled  Neraii^  It 
ii  deUgfatftd  to  wdk  here  4fter  the  etiri  -W 
»9t,  Graying  the  hfeeceftomihetiyl^i  a^ 
Bfduittng  the  fragmmee  of  die  i&riibs  ^and 
UMsoma,  while  the  vtsptt  hynm  td  'Ai^ 
Virghi  rises  upon  the  ei^^  chatinted  hrf  Ih^ 
deep  yokes  of  the  soldiery  in  aa  adj^^e^dt 
borradt;  lliere  is  yel  etK>ther  outlet  ^fi^tir 
die  terrace^  through  whidi  we  are  adihHtel^^ 
into  an  old-fashicmed  flower-garden^  with 
a  fountdn  in  the  centre,  belonging  to  the 
palace  itself,  to  which  our  house  forins  anl 
appendage,  and  is  only  divided  ftcon  jtt  Jbty,  9) 
wiJl«  Tlus  large  pile  of  hiiilld»ig»  thou^lt 
eaonot  beast  modi  beauly  or  veg«darit3i^oV 
arohttectiire,  is  yet  remaricaUe  ttofOk'^i^ 
number  and  size  of  its  apartments,  one  <if 
which  was  formerly  appropriated  to  halh 
and  masquerades,  and  is  called  k  Sala  das 
Cobnaa  (the  faafl  6t  hdhxagm).  It  ia  of  vast 
height  ai!id  proporlloi»w  and  vecji  fauuitiftdiy 
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'p96»Mi  in  fraseo*'*^  The  cdly  dpuwbaclus  to 
tbe.  epjoyment  of  Aia  charming  temiem»i 
s^  tl^qountless  a^axum-ot  mosquitoA,  sand, 
a^  coaminon  flies  whieh  infest  it ;  the  fovmet 
a|e  the  neceisary  consequence  of  the  adja- 
0^  ponds  and  tanks,  and  the  latter  redly 
ampupt  to  an  Egyptian  plague;  it  is  re^ 
i|9gii:al9le  that,  in  this  coui^»  the  flies  i(i#re 
fMtimlarly  att^ick  those  peffsons  who  «ee 
unnr^;  -and  the  natives  when  they  see  them 
jffftfmititiag  a  sick  aian»  more  or  less,  fbn» 
^HPfirstiiipHs  prognostics  as  to  the  resuH  of 
hfsdisorder.    Adieu* 

«     }/ 

*  A  portmt  of  the  king,  and  a  canopy  of  state^  orna- 
ment one  of  the  sqpartments ;  almost  all  the  principal 
houses  boaiSt  a  similar  style  of  decoration ;  die  canopy 
is  eirected,  in  c^e  the  sovereign  should  ever  chance  to 
Eteour  the  mission  with  a  visit  The  portraits  of  Ihs 
Itftg/stid  qwMfi  are.  sometimes  disphiyed  in  the  rojai 
^^at,^  Ap^ra  hosse,  when  the  living  pacsQi^ager  ar^ 
99t  present. 
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LETTER  XLIV. 

July  23, 1822. 

Every  creature  in  Lisbon  and  its  envi- 
rons is  hastening  to  pay  due  adoration  at 
the  shrine  of  the  newly  discovered  virgin, 
who  is  about  four  inches  long,  and  being 
found,  as  I  before  mentioned,  in  a  cave  near 
this  place,  is  consequently  denominated 
"  Nossa  Senhora  da  Barracca,^  (our  lady  of 
the  cave).  Here,  every  evening,  a  friar  de- 
scants upon  the  miracles  said  to  have  been 
performed  by  her ;  and  a  small  book,  de- 
scriptive of  them,  has  been  published  by 
authority.  The  image  is  already  covered 
with  x^ostly  ornaments,  among  which  are,  a 
crown  set  with  brilliants,  and  numerous  gold 
chains ;  the  gifts  of  those  votaries  who  ace 
able  to  afford  such  demonstration  of  their 
faith.  An  aged  fidalga,  and  somewhat 
fanciful  withal,  living  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, and,  who  has  been  bed-ridden  for 


y  Google 


LISBON.  129 

years  past^  has  caused  herself  to  be  carried 
to  the  cave,  and  has  in  consequence^  (as  she 
declares,)  recovered  the  use  of  her  limbs; 
the  circumstance  being  well  authentieated, 
affords  additional  proof  of  the  extraordinary 
power  of  the  imagination  in  nervous'  and 
hypochondriac    complaints.      The   Queen 
goes  in  grand  state  this  evenings  and  makes 
an  offering  of  a  silver  lamp.    The  field  re- 
sembles an  immense  fair^  and  restaurateurs 
regularly  attend  in  their  booths^  to  provide 
for  the  refreshment  of  the  company.    Last 
night,  there  were  no  less  than  thirty  car- 
riages upon  the  ground ;  and  it  is  common 
to  see  more  than  a  thousand  of  the  peasantry 
and  townspeople  upon  their  knees,- at  ^oiie 
tinie,  surrounding  the  mouth  of  the  cave. 
The  friars  hare  thought  proper  to  declare, 
that  a  balsamic  fragrance  flows  constantly 
from  the  image ;  and  though  there  is  always 
a  strong' smell  of  garEe  and  oil  in  the  grotto, 
it  is  the  fashion,  upon  entering,  to  exclaim, 
"  What  a  delicious  odour !"    I  ought  io  tell 
you,  that  the  Senhora  is  not  very  easy  of 
access,  as  the  entrance  of  her  cave  is  so  nar- 
row, that  persons  are  under  the  necessity  of 
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<*£  IW^e^nV^g  tl^inftelres.ta,  creeping  upon 
the  h^ndfi  ^nd  knees,  and  the  heat  of  the  in- 
tdfios  is  ^o  insupportablo^  that  several  wo- 
]f0^  jbave  £uti^d.  All  our  household  have 
9f  C^o^SQ  been  to  pay  their  devotions  here; 
^fk^^  you  ^ili  easily  conceive  that  we  make 
it  a  principle  to  comply  with  every  request 
irom  themi  that  has  a  religious  motive  .for 
its.pri^te^t*  I  should  be  sorry  to  increase 
tbe  ill  opinion  of  the  English  heretics^  with 
ii|fh|f:b  the  priesthood  so  unceasingly  labour 
\Q  inspire  the ;  lower  classes.  That  our  ser* 
yants  take(  advuntage  of  this  species  of  in^ 
4v(lgence>  will  be  easily  anticipated ;  indeedj^ 
I  fin^  it  difficult  to  get  i^ny  work  ipn^^  for 
lay  h§ndm«Uds  are  always  either  go^  pr 
gpipg  to  n^ssi  and  it  appears  to  m^  a§  .if 
the  innumerable  Saints  had  mpnoppUzfid 
^V(Wry  day  in  the  year ;  yet,  looking  on  th^^ 
fiungs  na  a  lover  of  the  picturesque,  it Js 
ii^j  9  pretty  sight  when  the^  wqpacjp 
(having  finished  their  religious  togybt)tje;f) 
fdff  forth  to  pay  their  coqu^ttbb  dev3oi|';i|r 
e^h  %t  the  serine  of  her  favpuf ite>  idp|L 
Their  dark  complexions  ^nd  brilUapttfJff^^ 
mpt^9m  to  gr^t^  advantage^  sligh^ytVfPet^d 


y  Google 


LISBON.  131 

by  the  clear  itiuslin  len^o  (handkerchief,) 
white  as  snow,  which^  together  with  the 
Utopia  and  graceful  cloth  capote,  forms  the 
ntafional  costume.  Nor  do  either  of  them 
totally  conceal  the  long  tresses,  curiously 
bmided  and  wound  round  the  head  with 
dasac  simplicity,  (relieved  by^the  elegant 
ornament  of  natural  flowers,)  or  -the  smart 
jacket  and  petticoat,  decked  with  coloured 
glass  or  silver  buttons  ;  while  the  neat  foot, 
with  its  fastidious  satin  slipper,  and  deK- 
cately  white  stocking,  trips  gaily  along,  with 
a  light  and  springing  step,  wholly  novel  to 
a!n  English  eye.  This  morning,  the  loud 
and  pompons  sound  of  a  trumpet  called  us 
to  ttie  windows,  where  we  saw  a  gallant 
ttoop  of  bull  fighters  riding  past,  drest  in 
ihe  most  fanciful  and  gay  costume,  borrowed, 
t  sUbuld  think,  from  the  fa;sfaions  of  ancient 
Spa!in.  This  diversion  is  of  a  more  cyntl, 
bdc^uSe  rtiq'r^  cowardly  nature,  in  F^rtugd, 
ihah  fri  the  rioter  country ;  the  bulls  behig 
weak,  kalf-gi:V>wn  dnimalfe,  and  th^fr  fe)ife» 
aiWfty^  carefblly  sheathed.  I  could  Ino*  be 
MA^tM  to^  acconipany  my  hUsbawd  io  these 
ii^bitietis;   but  he  okjcasiontfly  atttiicU 
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them^  and  they  are  frequented  by  females 
as  well  as  males  of  all  rapks.  Don  Miguelj 
tike  second  son  of  the  Kiiig^  often  combats 
bulls  in  person,  and  is  said  to  be  a  proficient 
in^tbe  sport;  it  is  by  no  m^ans  unaccom- 
panied by  danger,  and  requires  great  dex- 
terity, strength,  and  resolution. 

July  29th. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders  .'of  the  constitution  has  made 
an  attempt  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  multi- 
tude to  the  delusion  of  Nossa  Senhora  da 
Barraca,  and  the  Astro  newspaper  has 
written  against  it,  but  in  vain ;.  the  leader  in 
question,  notwithstanding  his  high  official 
situation,  actually  received  a  box  on  the  ear 
from  the  vigorous  arm  of  one  of  the  fish- 
wives, who  took  offence  at  his  having  uttered 
some  expressions  of  contempt  when  he]  be- 
held the  crowd  kneeling  before  the  door 
of  the  cave.  An  unfortunate  wag  has  also 
found  reason  to  repent  the  indulgence  of 
hb  sarcastic  humour ;  a  few  days.since,  he 
tied  an  artificial  hump  upon  his  shoidders, 
aid  going  into  the  miraculous  grotto,  pre- 
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tended  to  come  out  again  ^'  a  straight  and 
proper  man ;"  the  circumstance  Was  loudly 
celebrated^  but  upon  his  imprudently  show- 
ing the  trick  he  had  played^  he  was  nearly 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  popiilace^  and  cori- 
xhided  by  finding  himself  safely  lodged  in 
the  public  prison.  "  Our  Lady,"  in  the 
mean  time,  has  been  remoTed  from  the  bar- 
raca,  and  conveyed  in  solemn  procession  to 
one  of  the  churches  in  Lisbon,  where  she  is 
henceforth  to  take  up  her  residence.  She 
went  by  water,  and  was  received  upon  the 
quay  by  a  magnificent  procession  of  priests, 
and  a  guard  of  honour.  The  concourse 
of  people  was  immense.  The  government 
have  attempted  to  appropriate  to  €tiBir  own 
use  the  treasures  lavished  by  the  devout 
upoh  this  image,  and  it  only  fiurhislieSian 
additional  proof  of  their  rash  and  ijuuniipe- 
tetifr  judgment ;  true  poHey  would*  never 
hazafd  A  sudden  overthrew  of  those  idujier- 
' ''idtiti&nS'  which  have  been^^cheviBhed  ai^uthe 
*"  Idealities  of  religion  by  the  great  masn  of 
^'ttie  people  for  so  tMnj  ages  pasl^  aMi  to 
«'^  liMch'  they  are  stffl  ■  so  Mindly  i»rdne#  No- 
'^'^ttimg  hilt  the  gradual  iiduei^e  <tf  a«ore 
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rational  system  of  education^  and  the  general 
diffusion  of  knowledge,  can.  effectually  re- 
claim the  minds  of  men  from  such  fooleries; 
and  as  there  are  no  Alexanders  at  present 
in  Portugal,  it  is  indeed  a  dangerous  enter- 
prise to  attempt  to  cut  that  knot,  which  the 
hand  of  time  alone  can  safely  and  advan- 
tageously unravel.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  XLV. 

Pateo  da  Saldaa^ 
August,  1822. 

This  morning,  at  day-break,  we  were 
alarmed  by  another  shock  of  an  earthquake^ 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  usual  horri* 
ble  subterranean  noise,  and  which  shook  the 
room  and  bed  very  forcibly.  Upon  getting 
up,  we  discovered  that  the  original  cracks  in 
the  walls  and  ceiling  of  our  apartments,  which 
were  the  consequence  of  the  more  sertoiut 
shock  about  a  month  since,  were  now  very 
considerably  enlarged.  How  terrible  it  is 
to  live  in  perpetual  subjection  to  these  alarm- 
ing visitations !  This  is  the  fourth  we  have 
experienced  in  point  of  number,  and  the  se^ 
eond  in  importance.  The  sensation  which  I, 
in  common  with  many  other  personii,  suffer, 
after  every  shock  of  the  kind,  and  the  extra- 
ordinary oppression  for  some  hours  previous 
to  the  recurrence  of  each,  must  be  expe- 
rienced to  be  conceived ;  it  is  purely  phy- 
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4§^^)0u))igh.^rhapSj  liable  to  be  aggra^ 
xffyf^  by  tfientid  uneasiness.  A  friend  was 
WtfooU3^lMltiiigbt9  who  related  that  all  his 
l)(0M^fd^liad  been  unwell  and  out  of  spirits 
4l}rk^ihe  day^  which  they  attributed  to  the 
h^Bl^iA  dbe^wehther;  doubtless  it  was  the 
laf^n^^bEthquake  which  induced  such  sen- 
^i^AUBBi  ITke  ItaUanSy  I  am  toM^  can  almost 
^i«l^d  pvognosticate  the  approach  of  these 
imiMioBs^&om  the  peculiar  effect  it  pro- 
duces oft^ilieir  finely  strung  nerves.  We 
ob$e«ved^.dnving  this  last  shock/ (which  was 
of  very  short  duration^)  that  our  poultry 
made  R  gveE^noise^  and  the  little  birds  in 
thorVg^deil  flew'about^  chirping  loudly,  in 
tfinroi^  and  disoider.  One  of  my  servantsy 
^rt^oU-Portngueze  woman,  shows  me  the 
-mflutt/cc^mBideiate  attention  at  these  times; 
il)j^l»d'^I  ought  in  justice  to  remark,  that 
tbs.:servant8  in  1;his'country,'h6wever  indo- 
Jtet  and  dirty  in  their  habits/  are/ when 
Rin41y  tici^ted^  far  more  apt  to  be  attached, 
Aixk  lh<M9ed»  l^gland ;  they  are  more  grate- 
fakii|(ihfiirJfoe&igs,  and  humble  in  their  man- 
lieni^toivlardi  their  employers,  and  although 
t^ttjfit^utieto  be  told  their  business  upon 
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aU-  occasions,  they  seldom  refuse  to  do  what 
you  desire.     Marianna,  the  person  in  ques- 
tion,  is  a  good  specimen  of  her  countrywomen 
in  this  respect,  and  we  have  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  good  will  and  obedience 
of  all  the  rest.    My  English  maid  forms  a 
disgraceful  contrast ;  her  airs  of  sulky  im- 
portance, and  her  singular  want  of  feeling, 
make  my  life  quite  uncomfortable.    I  have 
been  assured  that  the  Portugueze  servants 
are  deceitful,  but  when  I  see  ours  anxious  to 
express  their  regard,  and  when  the  females 
among  them  shed  tears  over  my  pillow  of 
occasional  sickness,  I  find  it  painful  to  be- 
lieve in  the  reality  of  the  charge.    The  lower 
classes  are  invariably  fond  pf  children,  and 
it  is  quite  an  extraordinary  circumstance 
when  any  instancy  to  the.  contrary  takes 
plac^.     They  quite  spoil  my  boy  amongst 
them,  and  it  was  only  a  few  days  ago,  thajk 
upon  his  being  missed  from  the  house,  I  at 
last  discovered  him,  seated  upon  the  lap  of 
a  peasant,  by  the  side  of  a  tank  where  she 
had  been  washing  linen,  partaking  of  by  no 
means  the  smallest  share  of  her  hard-earned 
meaL    At  another  time  I  found  him  listening 
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t»*8tories^rdmtedi  by  ah  oU  soldier  :fh>ih  'dhe 
tower tof  Belem^ ma  he^kyconienieidly  JrUb^ 
amSBf  nestling  his  'Htde  head,  in  the  hosom 
of  die  Teteran.  Our  magor  domo  (an  eldeiiy 
Spaniard  of  inflexible  gravity)  is  as  nraeh 
bewitched  by  infantine  influence  as  any  of 
them ;  his  great  delight  is  to  walk  oat  with 
the  child  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  i» 
be  perimlted  to  take  him  as  a  compailion 
when  he  goes  to  mass  at  any  of  the  adjacent 
convents.  There,  he  has  often  been  seen, 
kneeling  behind  a  fnUar  in  the  chapel,  with 
his  arm  round  the  little  one,  who  vri^  a 
countenance  of  innocent  solemnity,  observed 
and  imitated  every  devotional  movement. 

The  king's  boatmen  here  are  a  sort  of 
privileged  buffoons,  and  are  allowed  to  sport 
their  river  wit  even  at  the  expense  of  ma- 
jesty; no  offence  is  ever  taken  let  them  be 
as  saucy  as  they  please,  and  I  am  assured 
that  the  king  really  enjoys  the  expression  of 
their  blunt  truths  and  uncouth  jests.  l%ey 
are  always  many  in  number  and  superbly 
habited;  nor  is  the  barge  they  row  at  aH 
unworthy  its  royal  occupant,  being  magnifi- 
cently carved  and  gilt,  and  of  a  form  singtt>- 
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lsa\ljy '  light  iavd  ekgant*  This  dass  of-nea 
afibnds  ^  I  bbe  >fiiie8t  dpen^ioien  4^r  persontil 
strength  ^^nd  beauty  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Lisbon;  but  I  beliere  I  hare  already 
mentioned  the  superiority  of  the  fishenneiiy 
boatmen  and- their  families. 

A  considerable  share  of  low  humour  is 
sometimes  possessed; by  the  postilions  also; 
a  set  of  the  strangest  maniiered  and  most 
unoouth  looking  beings  that  you  can  well 
imagine ;  th^r  -obstinacy  is  proverbiali  and 
I  conclude  that  they  imMbe  it  from  the  eic* 
ample  and  society  of  their  mules.  One  of 
these'  men  was  lately  hired  by  an  English 
lady  of  my  acquaintance  to  convey  her  to 
the  Protestant  chapel ;  she  desired  him  at 
first. starting  to  make  the  best  of  his  way,  as 
the  hour  of  divine  service  was  upon  the 
point  of  striking :  old  Jos^,  however,  had  a 
pace  of  his  own,  to  which  he  had  be4n  ac- 
customed for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  which 
certainly  resembled  that  of  the  tortoise  ra- 
ther than  that  of  the  hare ;  no  entreaties 
could  induce  him  to  alter  it  in  any  degree;  in 
vain  the  lady  called,  persuaded,  and  threaten- 
ed.   At  last  she  exclaimed,  **  What!  is  there 
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pbAiniJl  tb^t{Mil*|pr^ir^  upon  you  to  make 
Ifmp&A^-^vfp&A'  "wi^eh;  he  coolly  pulled  up 
hisiinidt^'^tmi^iroilnd  in  the  saddle,  and 
re^di,  y^ikiev^  made  haste  when  I  was 
yoiih^  ;i  Hm\m}^  ^^^ff^^n^'yesLVs.  of  age,  and 
thB4>isj!ncrtia/fine.of  life  to  begin !" — He  then 
VGBamtdiMs^fofilier  jojg-trot,  and  the  lady 
^afr  oUi^^  ^  or4<ev  ^im  to  drive  home,  as 
aUjh0pe'4]f  pleaching  the  chapel  in  proper 
tiiBe  ,wtis  wholfy  at  «n  end. 
I'  Another  brother  of  the  whip  also  played 
a  dbtdl  tnA  upon  on^'of  our  countrymen  not 
long  mnee.  He  had  been  hired  by  the  valet 
ofthe  gentknlan  m  question^  without  know- 
ing i^o  it  was  Aat  he  wftS  ordered  to  drive': 
n^hcfn  be  drew  up  to  the  door,  he  Amounted, 
and  took  his  stand  at  the  foot  of -iliast&irs 
to  await  the  comiiig  of  hisnebipldyer;  Hiit 
latter  happened  to  be  a.large  fat  iton;  -luld 
tbe^postition  no  sooner  eiraght  ti  gliln|N^^t^ 
hasr  p^rt^  figure,  than  he  slippy  ^lo  ^tt^ 
head  of  his  males,  and  tied  a  faafudke^t^i^ 
erisr  their  eyes*  ^  What  are  you^^arb^M 
thw»?"  said  our  Fabtaffr— **  Hush^t^^  t«B 
pUed  the  w^>  *'  if  my  betfsts  onee  ^ti^dgfaf 
U  jTM^ili  should  Jiover  be  able  to>{MrMlidlti 
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the  easy  familiarity  of  th^lie.gQiKti]jr!»^tiB)aey[ 
and  is  displayed  wilbout«KMi^lfi»«itfeiiifamvdd 
the  highest  grandees.  £^[)eaking  M  Vpaa 
latter,  I  ought  to  maition,  dbatthd  nohiiky 
of  Portugal  are  not  partiietdfttlyiromer<iad[; 
and  are  divided  in  the  sane*  maBnetiftS'^ 
Eagland.  There  are  raiy  two  didoM^  rad 
from  that  rank  downwards^*  ioidudiiig  the 
counts,  they  are,  I  beUeve,  comidw%A*grmH 
dees.  Some  of  the  yiseouiKts  andtbartas, 
however,  from  their  military  tank  t»r  other 
causes,  possess  the  latter  dist&iction,  wl|idi 
is  not  confined  wholly  to  tituliir  nobtUty^ 
The  fidalgueia  are  anptiber  species  of  ikh 
biesse,  and  claim  it  from  dieir  bOing  per* 
sonally  employed  about  the  kiiig.  Theve 
are  also  two  classes  of  these :  tibe  title^  of 
Don  is  not  universal,  as  I  bdieve  it  is  id 
Spain,  but  is  generally  held  by  the  youngec 
SOBS  of  the  higl^r  riuiks  of  nobiltty,^  and 
likewise  by  those  persons  who  trace  Qmtt 
.  descent  from  ancient  Spanish  familieSi  Tid^ 
are  hot  in  all  cases  heredttary :  the  king  ireil-i 
pected,  however,  to  confer  thetitlB'off)iH€| 
iadier  upon  die  s(m»  duiing  jthO^  Ufetime  o^ 
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Ihe  formed.-  The  Portugueze  of  alt  r&tik§ 
are  partkularly  tenacious  6f  Hie  tf ties  tiy 
which  they  are  addressed,  ahd  are  not:  of- 
fendedi  in  common  converse,  at  teing  desig- 
nated by  a  higher  tide  thati  that  to  which 
they  have  proper  right.  "  Vosce  Merge," 
forinstance,  is  applied  fVom  merchants,  down- 
wards. "  Signoria"  is  still  more  honoura- 
ble, and  **^Excellen§ia'*  generally  includes 
die  grandees  and  fidalgos ;  but  a  well-bred 
Portugueze  will  so  word  his  conversation, 
that  he  will  adhei^  to  the  rules' of  perfect 
etiquette,  without  committing  himself  by 
either  elevating  or  detracting  from  the  dig- 
nity of  the  person  to  whom  he  ii»  speakiri^. 
They  are  certainly  a  courteous  people,  and 
the  urbanity  shown  by  all  ranks  one  to  ano- 
ther, would  be  no  bad  lesson  to  our  honest 
though  less  polite  countrymen.  They  arfe 
very  charitable,  and  when  theii*  mekn^  are 
not  larg^,  make  no  scruple  of  receiving 
change  from  the  beggar  who  asks  th^fc 
alihs,  should  they  have  no  copper  com  su#- 
ficiiently  small  for  their  intended  donatiori ; 
if  they  aire  too  poor  to  afford  to  give-ah^ 
thing,  their  denial  is  tempered  with -a  kiAd^. 
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Tm^&  q(  manner  th^t  is  in  :itself  a  virtue. 
This>  i^  real  charity !  I  have  myself  seeo 
respectably  dressed  persons  s^hitei  hat  in 
bandi  the  tattered  mendicant^  as.  they  have 
passed  in.  the.  street.  The  priests  also^ 
many  of  whom  are  of  very  poop  orders, 
draw  largely  upon  the  purses  of  the  lower 
classes.  The  Saints  expect  to  be  well  paid 
for  their  celesitial  intercession,  and  are  sel- 
dojtn  disappointed.  One  of  the  latter  ima- 
ginary personages,  whose  name  I  have  foi^- 
gotten,  bias  a  rich  shrine  supplied  by  the 
offerings  of  his  very  numerous  petitioners. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  call  him  Saint  Killorcure, 
for  this  is  really  what  he  is  required  to  do« 
^Whenever  a  sick  peasant  languishes  for  any 
length  of  time,  without  a  visible  change  m 
jbis  condition,  either  for  better  or  worse,  his 
friends  go  in  solemn  procession  to  the  shrine 
of  Sj;*  Killorcure,  and  pray  that.he  would  be 
pleaded  to  put  an  end  to  their  trouble,  either 
by  restoring  the  patient  to  health,  or  by 
talking  him  off  their  hands,  to  the  other 
world*  ^I  knew  a  won^an,  whose  child  had 
long  been  ill;  riding  past  her  door  one 
evening,  she  recognized  me,  rai^  out,  and 
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liyhg  hm  imui  mf6siAiii.)mdk,  ezcliuined 
ivMi  liluit  I  <bD«^  W  h^ivtber  im^iade- 
of  Bt^mslopn,  ""Ah, 
li  Ihb  tutby  is  46iM|  at  kfttl  I  went 
erijF'  hst  n^t'to4;he  Stin^  and  sure  enough 
lie  took  k  to  hknsdf  this  morning  t"  Ano- 
ther CDKioiis  superstition  deserves  mention, 
and  you  are  to  belie ve^  if  you  please,  (for  I 
assure  you  it  is  the  truth,)  Aat  it  extends, 
in  soAie  instances,  even  to  the  higher  classes 
of  sodety.  Upon  the  summit  of  one  of  the 
steep'hiSs  with  which  Lisbon  abounds,  is  a 
large  Uack  stone, -upon  which  it  is  cus- 
tomary for  mothers  near  the  time  of  their 
oonflnement,  to  go  and  sit  for  some  time — a 
ceremony  which,^  it  is  said,  never  fails  to 
procure  the  most  happy  result  when  their 
iiour  of  peril  arrives.  Do  not  imagine,  from 
ivliat  I  have  just  said  relative  to  St.  Killor- 
cure,  that  the  Portuguese  are  careless  or 
brutal  nurses  of  the  sick ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  have,  as  far  as  my  own  experience 
Reaches,  repeatedly  had  reascm  to  admiie 
their  extraordinary  compassion  and  ready 
skill  upon  these  occasions.  The  woraei^  are 
acquainted  with  a  thousand  litde  alkvia- 
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titnid,  wfaiek  MwiKrifciqa  even  atimnito  rih 

iofiedie^  m  commoo  casei  of  j^tuir.  6m  iodfo^ 

X>e6ilion;  luid  thdhr  knowlM^eofrthe-lmb- 

ing  properties  of  various  hette  imi  plaHU 

is  more  universal  than  it  is  vnik  us:;  die  use 

of  outward  applications  is  for  ttore  general 

in    Portugal  than  in  England^   and  their 

simple  recipes  are  almost  all  drawn  from  the 

vegetable  rather  than  the  mineral  iLingd^u. 

I  must  acknowledge^  that  thetimplieily  of 

the  prescriptions  in  common  use  among  the 

old   wives  of  the  people,  has  a  peculiar 

charm  for  my  fancy,  and  I  am  not  sure  that 

I  would  not  rather  trust  my  life  to  these, 

aided  by  the  tender  nursing  of  the  Portu- 

gueze  peasantry,  than  to  the  more  learned 

nostrums  of  the  faculty. 

i  forget  whether  I  have  yet  told  you,  that 
they  use  torches  here  in  going  thrbugh  the 
city  at  night;  the  streets  being  so  badly 
lighted,  except  in  those  places  where  a  large 
lamp  is  kept  constantly  burning  before  the 
shrines  of  various  images  of  the  virgin,  it  is 
highly  requisite  to  avail  yourself  of  the  pro- 
tecting light  of  one  of  these  implements, 
which  is  borne  close  behind  you  either  by  a 

VOL.  II.  L 


y  Google 


•enran^or  agiUega;  assassins  being  scared 
(like  other  beasts  of  prey)  by  the  appear- 
ance of  the  friendly  blase.  Footmen  also 
carry  torches^  as  they  stand  behind  the 
carnages  of  their  employers. 

/      '    i'  :  •  ■  Adieu. 
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^      ^      LETTER  XLVI. 

Pateo  da  Saldanha,  Not.  3d. 

My  husband  ha»  been  your  correspon- 
dent for  some  tim^  past,  but  I  now  resume 
the  thread  of  my  narrative,  being  permitted 
to  use  my  pen  and  my  eyes  once  more.  I 
think  myself  very  rich  in  the  possession  ot 
my  little  daughter,  whose  arrival  in  this 
strange  world  .casts  an  ur  of  redoubled 
cheerfulness  over  the  solitude  of  my  retreat4 
To  make  my  joy  still  greater,  we  have  re* 
eeived  the  kindesH  letters  firom  that  vene- 
rated and.  amiable  friend^  whose  paternal 
solicitude  has  ever  hovered  around  us,  whe- 
ther absent  or  present,  in  which  he  gives  me 
t)ici  delightful  hope  of  being  able  to  effect 
m^  wishes  relative  to  a  return  to  my  native 
country — that  sweet  early  home,  which  I 
never  can  cease  to  regard  with  feelings  of 
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unabated  |)refferehtee*f '  I  donfests  that  I*de-«' 
pteckte  iSxt  iSta  of  parsing  a  tMrd  iummer 
in  ithis'bohiinig  climate^  wfaieh  at  that  S^easoti 
is  too  fiercely  bright,  too  gorgeous  in  tiii- 
clooded  beauty,  to  please  a  northern  fancy! 
I  long,  but  vAhklyj  for  the  refreshing  Tariet^^ 
of  a  rainy  day,  nor  can  I  bear  the  indolence 
alid  inaction  both  of  mind  and  body,  to 
which  I  am  condemned.  Latteriy,  I  haVe 
even  fouiid  the  charms  of  our  quinta  unable 
to  fin  the  void  in  my  imagination,  which 
continued  seclusion  from  literary  or  sociaS 
pleasures  has  induced.  During  my  late  in- 
disposition however,  I  have  been  constant^ 
cheered  by  the  visits  of  bur  incomparable 

fnend,  the  Countess  A .    I  feel  that  in 

leaving  her,  I  shall  sever  a  tie  which  has 
formed  the  charm  of  my  existence  fbr  many 
a  tedious  month  past.    ^ 

The  manners  of  the  Portuguese  ore;  fri 
many  respeicts,  so  different  from  our  own; 
that  were  I  to  relate  all  1  know  of  the  f6r- 
mer,  it  might  cause  the  hair  of  many  a  pat- 
tern of  istrict  English  propriety  to  stand  M 
end  I  It  is  usual  for  ladies  to  see  company, 
male  as  well  as  female,  and  of  all  ranks) 
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while  tboy  arc  Tconfined  ,l?iy.iHness  to  their  . 
he(k.  Upon  receiving  the  intelligence  of 
tbe,  confinement  of  a  friend  here,  Mir»  Ba^ii^ 
and  I  hastened  to  offer  her  4>ur  coi^atula- 
tions^  on  the  third  day  after  the.  event. — 
^e  found  her»  as  is, the  fashion  upon  these 
occasions,  supported  by  snowy  pillows^, 
richly  fringed  with  lace,  and  surrounded  by 
a  numerous  assemblage  of  visitors,  many  of 
whom  were  in  fiill  dress,  luid  decorated  with 
diamonds.  Nor  was  this  the  first  day  of 
tbp  ceremony,  which  commences  firom  the 
moment  that  the  patient  is  sufficiently  reco- 
vered to  bear  the  fatigue  of  being  dressed. 
fgv  company.  I  myself  received  very  early 
felicitations  from  my  Portugueze  friends^ 
wJbo  invariably  arrived  in  the  gayest  and 
most  elegant  attire.  One  young  donna  as* 
sured  me  that  she  had  reserved  a  set  of 
fg;nethysts  purposely  to  wear  in  honour  of 
n^y  new-born^  On  the  second  or  third  day, 
the  male  domestics  of  the  family  arc  per^* 
mitted  to  cross  the  threshold. of  the.  bedr 
xpomt  and  to  offer  their  humble  congratula- 
t^9^  often  in  a  set  speech,  carefully- conned 
for  the  pui^ose,  yet  prompted,  I  really  be^? 
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-«irgiDil|HniikrMer^c'ftttdi|)Iy^'breiBU^        toy 

«nB^ '  ff  <1mI  StfflUnraMark  detEdkidadb 
-B^tt>etaa,^  (M^  Maria^  fitemaLTebiQi,) 
iikJ  iiMsokU^  d-laacken  Maage^f  fitinfe  Sniflii 
^-iQstore^nt&toi^dlb;'  lun^lUehBafioiiawi- 
agones  iff  ia  iiflbetimntc^  supttrst^tio^  '^Indi 
'weise  ibMa  finoin  ;e¥«ry  actioii  of  hqr'^SMe 

daogbtei^  Tl^  ard^fyi^wixieiy'fcliHld^ 
iriibuld  n9t  be  saea  bf  «y  butweH  di^^si^ 

andsgveeable  lookiiiip  peraoi»^'f<iir  feii^iof 
-tbe  maBgitaiit  influeiuse  of  ''  4he  dviB  i^.'* 

They  beliere  &fttily  4a  vvitdierafi>  axA  ^moe 
^i||b  a»  «ld  iMMttan  aoMsed  of  thk  praetke, 
iiAor  Mires  (as  dMy  were  assured  by  talpfieit) 
^wit  if«pyifeff  from  tbte  house,  of  wbeoi-tb^ 
iare'|Nirtledarly  oftaid;  and  XiatorcoindficM, 
'Uiat'if  4l|e  nttcse*  ^w^re  to  me^  betid aiijrbf 
'jfcer  ^Wiliffi/  riio  would  hurry  awa5riirifk  Hie 
rifffiintifteli  i^e  i^peedof  the  iHml!  i    * 

ruHHi^/iriAmfl^  of  a  fidiklgo  of  higbndA 
tilMAi'pktce  hare  not  Imigago,  whi<di  oibiae- 
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ttac^  iim  toi^idlfjsiggynrttoij'crffijf  hni—jl; 

3Biicbf<d]ic&    >13faei#ioiaj'i<xfiitkrfariadMe 

^erBv dvenfiqt^ble^.tciaunaA  vith  Jbetadi 
Jbeb^^iaittkjbosftiAi^ra-lJitoil  biildred  moi- 
.dorcd^  iheiovrlaiaft  lofitfi*  bed  wen  >4cmi- 
iBtnted^itLihe  ttaoMJunn^^^dlb^em  the 

^Meriing)  ai  yani«    The  nainbar  m£  demmios 

ietiiuwd  ii  the  tecvioe  of  the  nayHaUfft  fiewn 

gimmitioiito  gen^rmtion,  is  qidte  inorediUe; 

f  Afidalgo  in  this  vidnity  attppovtfi  no  lestthim 

iei^^tif  wbAoar  §etwuiatai  in  contequenoe.df 

wl^kh.  be  is  coiMtiiatly -poor  and  embaf- 

owteAi '  My  fnend  has  at  drie  tkne  four  aot- 

.TiBla. flick  in  bed,  two  of  vhom  ava  aaold 

'.  tiolittey  banre  not  bean  able  to  pevfocm  the 

4B^attt8t^  tetvica  for  the  \mt  six  yeara-Him 

krf  heir'jretttners  «re  uiamedi .  Had  oa^h»  of 

ItbeiB  hame  ii  deUd  «r  cfaildre&a*fiiy  yeaiv<iU 

jcf  whonrlifte  under  theme^  andatddieaale 

e:itpense  of  the  nlafltresB  af  dm  faanse^fiM:! 

.4i»atonient  of  their  baartii^  tintit  they  iciflier 

settle,  in  the  vodd^  (Jbof  wmne.  fiietanaie 

ohsmce  wfakfa  doM  not  afiken'occiikv)  oe  die 
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is  itfae  Service  ^of  tht  €amiLy :  •  riie  has  sdtoge* 
ther  fodrty-fire  dkblesticsy  eight  of  Irhom  lur^ 
'Semme^At  ohnmbresj  in  heJr  liabon-fadifeiet  ^ 
iMthoot'intintionihg^ those  whoisfemain  upoii 
ihe  estabUshmont  «t  her  princifiail  eounl^^ 
msidence*  They  ieure  eacb  fed^  Hke  sdUiers, 
by  rfttioB8>  tod  sleep  either  upon  the£fx>r) 
or  on  tstrbw  ^nattrasnes  hard  as  4rom  .Th^ 
frdnkiB  are  crolrdcd  together  in  sMs^  dis*^ 
tiiictirom>thie  quarter  Allotted  to  the  meki^ 
Aolhiqg  faided>  lam  be  Baore .  uoeeremd- 
motts  dian  the  bkepbig  oecxmiBiodatMds 
for  serraiits  of  both  sexes,  eren  in  the  £sam^ 
lies  of  theriohest persons;  and  when  I  oemr 
pare  them  with  thB  superior  •eonifort^  eii- 
jdyed  by  English  servants  is  general/ tbe 
inB<dpent  disirontent  which  the  latt^4ane  ieb 
Ikpito  exlnbit,  appears  douUy  ungcotaAd 
and  absurd.  To  asc^id  from  th6  lomst  <to 
the  highest^  I  must  tell  you  tf  theioourA- 
geous  p^tinadty  :of  the  Queen: -she* falu 
ventunpd  to  mawtaHi  a  grand  struggle  iriih 
the  government,  in  refilling  to  «^  ihe 
Constitotion^  She  is  allowed  some  days  for 
reflection,  after  which,  it  has  been  intimated 
^to  her,  that  ishould  she  persist  in  herdeter- 
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roina)tioii)  she  will' be  iteiididiit-of/the  kitig« 
dtmiy  and  be  deprived  ofi  Mr  •re^^idignky^ 
hoMalg  only'  the*  rmk  of'  afo  Infanta  'of 
S|)QMny  to  whicb  she  is  by  birthi  cmtitled. - 
Her  health  faavii^  been  deolai^  by  a 
oonneil-of  sixteen  physicians^  dncapable  of 
sustaining  the  fatigue  pf  trA¥elliBgy  Bfaeis, 
for'  the  present,  banished  ^fitom-  liisbon  to 
heb  own  palace*  of  RitaaHao^  near  -dnitray 
where  i^e  is  guarded  as  a  state  prisoner* 
The  two  young  princesses,  her  da^i^ters, 
wfac  bare  hitherto  shared  her  matenmal  at* 
tentibns,  in  distinction  from  their  sisters,  who 
were^  under  the  more  immediate  ^are  of  the 
King^  are  not  allowed  to  bear  her  company 
In  this  solitude,  but  ha^  been  cbnsigned  to 
4he  society  of  his  Majesty,  who  ap^^ears 
admewhat  embarrassed  by  the  addkiooal 
charge.  Last  night,  wewerd  at  the  fWeign 
Assembly;  'the  ball  was  a  fiiU  one^  but- most 
of  thefidalgueia  (nobility)  jreliised  torinake 
diefar  appearance  on  account  of  4he  present 
condition  pf  the  queen. 

■  Adieuc    .  ^ 
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W4  'W^m  ^t^y  iMresent  at  a  splendid  f%tev 
gtven  at  the  Ppiftfigwz(»  Ascfftn^jr  Ho^jgHb 
to  tto  kkig  m4  all  the  iri)^]^J  fiuvoly^  wiAk 
the  exception  of  th^  queen>  w^sliU  r^m^QQS 
at  tbe  piil«^  of  t)io  RamaJlao.  The  j^my^ 
prmQe9#ei,  i  am  loldt  were  90  aaw»ua  ft9 
obtam  permsfum  oC  the  Igifig:  to  aocompa^ 
hia%4o  Ihia  baUi  that  they  hfiYe  been  ia^^ji^ 
^  all  their  aaiola  to^  ret^r  hu»  pfop^l^ttf 
Jtio  tbek  «i$h.  It  oaimot  reasonal^y  ^u^ 
muc^  aurpiifle  l^at  such  egg^r  chim^np^ 
d^Otilil  tl^s  prevail  o^er  ^eiy  ^er  t;^^ 
pj4er^Mio%  when  it  i3  recqlte^t^  Up^.tb^ 
imQ(9€^e84yp^ea^rei«j%  y^mgtm^^h^ip^g 
4^f  stiptepA  haire  wvec  before  been  alloved  ft 
ipfftf^e  4f  wy  cUyerMoi>  wJM^ver^  i»j(49fl^ 
pliapqe  w^h  the  manners  of  the.  aneieot 
r^gim^f.w)M€il  weare  modelled  i^fter  th^^sie^ 
i^erest  forms  of  oourt  etiquette^  duUnesa  41^ 
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dignity  bare  hitherto  presided  in  insepara*' 
ble  union  over  the  movements  of  the  royal 
chUdren  of  Portugal ;  at  present,  **  turns 
avams  chut^iffdrcela'' .  I  fim  afraid  you 
will  be  ready  to  pronounce,  like  M oHdre's 
jEseulapius,  **  that^tbe^^ewt  is  no  longar  in 
the  right  plaee*'^-for  after  all,  the  state  of 
tiie^idMn  n  cf^e  of  sa'Micb  pe^  and  mor* 
<iteatito^  «bkt  you  w^nM  natutlsllyeKpMt 
filter  ^temonsftnttioti  of  fiUttl  sensibaity.*^ 
^ke  My al  party  did  not  fekvep  the  Mene  ef 
ifiMtMty  until  te^eir  o'elo^'  ih  tbef  momfai^ 
'Ulid  tlien  returned  tc^  the  pakoe  at  greal 
«^<^$  it  is  aistonidhing  that  4hey  dd  not 
nin^f  ^A  some  fiital  aeeident,  in  drivhig  at 
rn^uk  a  paee^  through  the  steep  od  chngeti- 
^MS'Streets  of  ^s  seven  Inlled  ekyv  but  ft 
tt/fpeiklp^  aa  iln>yal  personages  in  most  ooun*' 
inriids  tfere  ^mifbrasly  addiet«»d  to  thk  hn^ 
'xai'dousr  custom;  a  sobet  native,  ef  e«nr 
«i6qilaintiaiee,  was  sti»NJed  f^oiifi  sleep,  1^ 
fh^  Mpid  whitl  0f  thdr  carrfetge  "wfa^ehr, 
attd  crossed  himself  in  dismay,  ere  he  tntmsii 
bKee  More  to  stualber.  We  weiit  yestetdiy 
to  the  Opera,  in  iH^h  the  Prima  Ddbna 
{mh6  vfiSg^d  rather  be  called,  from  her  lender 
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age,  "  Prima  Vera'*)  appeared  to  great  ad- 
vantage and  sang  delightfully.  Her  name 
is  Adelaide  Varesi.  The  ballet,  "  Les 
Templiers/'  il^  thought'  particularly  beauti- 
ful; it  breathed  the  true  spirit  of  poetry, 
and  the  first  female  dancer  displayed  infinite 
graOB;  and  pathos;  which  species  of  talent 
appears  tome  to  be  worth  idl  the  pirouettes - 
and  entrediats  in  the  world  1  Altogether^ 
San  Carlos  has  considerably  gained -m  the 
reoent  change  of  its  company  of  both  ^ii^^ers 
and  dancers*  Rossini's  '*  Sarbiere  de  Ser 
viglia"  has  lately  been  played,  and  it  ifl. 
impossiUe  not  to  admire  it ;  yet,  the  genei^l^l . 
merits  of  its  composer  appear  to  me  to  ha^^/ 
bieen  very  greatly  over-rated.  Compare  h}m . 
with  Mozart,  and  see  how  much  he  los^at^, 
the  comparu»>n!  To  have  attempted  .Aisj, 
opera  after  that  of  his  incomparable  pred^^-j 
cessor,  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  futile  ail  exft^it 
ment,  as  that  of  Dryden,  when  he.icl^osQi, 
to  write  another  **  Tempest"  than  ^h^, 
8peapre*s»  .  k 
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LETTER  XLVIII. 

Pateo  da  Saldanha,  Feb.  2d. 

Foit  the  last  six  weeke,  the  peiriodieill 
rahiB  ha^e  descended  upon  us^  in  toneitM, 
in  "floods,  ill  a  deluge  of  water !  The  winds, 
also,  have  raged  with  alarming  Tiolenee, 
occasioning  infinite  damage  both  by  sea  and 
land.  The  effect  this  sort  of  weather  pro- 
duces upon  my  spirits  is  not  the  most  ex- 
hilarating; but  it  is  hardly  worse  than  the 
sufl^ring  which  the  piercing  cold,  that  pre-^ 
ceded  it,  induced.  I  shall  never  forget  a 
dliHier' party,  at  which  we  were  present, 
durihg  the  continuance  of  the  latter.  The 
guests  (more  especially  the  females)  sat 
aro^Md  the  really  superb  banquet^  shudder-^ 
jng^  and  deprived  of  appetite;  wrapped  in 
shawls  and  furs,  and  with  lips  and  cheeks 
pf  a  frozen  purple  hue.  Nor  did  any  of  us 
revive,  until  we  had  drank  repeated  dishes 
of  very  hot  coffee,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
repast.    The  house  was  among  the  most 
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ekigitnfcBiidiespettarie  mOLrtbom^^e^  steflDgfe> 
tb  'teU^  >iid  sdixnimDdatixHi  f(a9<imf«iAr{faadF 
beto  tbbugid^f  afiDc  imn^ttiteoouiofi^fab/ 
queiliflv^  as  tW  tniti1«d  katve^a  pr^tidioet 
ageimt  it^  sajfiag  time  ^'it:isr4»^iiiM^  <aii4> 
wbolraoint  of  all  hixj^d^ffisi'    AtOpv^  It 
arti*toU;tlii6  Ub8a»dtofnaidD:ha6  be«riab»f>o 
ctaMd,  and  the  ^people  aom  enulote  ^iha) 
E^lisli  resideoti^  in  Att  bksiag  Mm£cftA' 
of  tlrnr  ctomeitic  li^aitku    T&e  nlylDB*^ 
sooree  I  oan  -ermniwaiij  duriiigf  thb  «k9f 
seasoiii  is  gained  by  die  leBnqmMuiigiilJrf 
every  sttfa^-rooiB  bm  <n!e»  which  I  caD 
more  puiicularly  my  own^  and  which  is  not 
larger  than  a  light  closet.    Here  I  have  but 
one  window,  whose  yawning  crevices  are 
carefoHy  stopt  widi  matting,  and  here,  I 
contrive  to  counteract  the  dampness  of  the 
atmosphere,  by  causing  dried  rosemary  and 
lavender  to  be  burnt  in  a  small  earthen 
vessel,  holding  a  few  embers  of  charc<>alj 
several  times  in  the  day ;  while  at  night,  my 
substitute  for  the  heart*<;heering  fire  of  my 
native  England,  is  a  large  French  lamp 
which  looks  at  least  like  warmth,  and  wiA 
which  I  am  fain  to  be  contented.     The 
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eteiwalcwaUing  ^  Ibe  wietryiwiiidfia  ii^re- 
lisBipcnroeptible^  and  I  am  nutaedr^oiced 
ynheh  I  oaa  firget  k  altogether;  &r  the 
monotonous  mekuachely  of  its  sound  is  pxo^ 
digiotui]r  ag^avated  by  the  additional  noise 
if  makes  in  blowing  through  the  mrnneifoits 
cow^.homs,  which  are  fastened  t9  the  sails 
ctf  :ev6ry  wind-arill,  in  order  to  iatfmidMte 
the  catde  from  apfroachnig  them  In  ^ 
n^t,  and  I  ought  to  tell  you>  that  we  ar# 
sorrounded  by  these  machines  in  etery  di% 
JBction* 
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I.ETTER  XLIX:  ^ 

i^ateb  de  Sdifanha,  March  lltfe. 

Jt  1^  !Qi4y  n^Ul^in  tb^  last  two  d^ys,  that 
}»e  l^ly^,  ocperifenced  anything  like  fipe^qr 
bed  thM  we^tW  J.  apd  we^  have  all  beicn  j^i^ 
up^well  yrith  severe  aQ4  refe^ed  coId3«  Tby^ 
confudoQ  of  {mblic  affairs  ^eeins  rapidly 
advancing  to  its  qrisis.  The  ministry  and 
the  newly  elected  Cortes  (the  latter  in  evei^ 
w^;^.  inferior  to  that  of  last  year)  ^e  lu^tuajO^;^ 
committing  a  political  feh-de-se*  ^^ 
Turkish  despotiso^  their,  want  of  faitb  U^ 
wards  the  nation,  oppressive  exactions  firc^ 
the  upper  classes,  and  degrading  tiQ)id^y 
towards  the  army,  have  disgusted  tb^  gi^^Jif; 
i^al.mind.  What  will  be  the  ultimate  rf^ul^ 
of  the  universal  discontent,  I  somel^§^ 
dread  to  conjecture;  but  at  all  eveofi^  4 
jbav^  great  faith  in  the  peaceable  native,  ig^ 
tbe  people  of  Lisbon,  averse  frpm  sang^^my 
cqnjb^t,  and  having  already  effdef^.-f^ 
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greiil  poMeai  ^k^snge,  widMHiit  tbe  fiocion^ 
OfusHy  ftttesdaiit  upon  uprohuiom^ 

My  husband  lately  went  to  see  the  cele* 
brated  patriafi^^l  ehwrc^i  ^pA  frhich  he  was 
so  well  pleased,  that  I  regret  the  drcnm- 
staiices  which  presented  tne  from  being  of 
the  party.  The  ornaments  are  of  the  most 
costly  description,  and  iimong  them  We 
jewels  of  the  first  water  and  niagnitud^.  1 
think  Lisbon  caiinot  be  said'  to  abound  in 
objects  of  general  interest ;  the  best  works 
of  art  that  it  possesses,  are  the  mosaic 
tablatures  in  the  chapel  ot  St.  ^oche,  and 
ftese  indeed  claim  die  most  distinguished 
mention,  being  reckoned  among  the  finest 
fai  the  world.  There  is  a  museum  of  natural 
history  near  this  place,  at  Ajuda,  and  also  a 
bdtanical  garden ;  neither  of  them  superior 
of  their  kind.  I  cannot  prajse  the  few  gar- 
dens in  the  environs,  as  they  are  all  laid  out 
fai  the  formal  Dutch  style ;  the  best  of  them 
is  the  garden  of  the  convent  of  the  Necessi- 
dades.  But  what  delights  my  English  fifmey 
more  than  any  thing,  is  the  king's  park  in 
ilds  yieinity,  called  the  Tapada ;  it  is  fiill  of 
dive  ttd  other  trees  mixed  with  a  few  bnish- 

rOL.  II.  M 
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itelMlfy  ^^bbttts^b^^,  atid  th0  yDuttg  4iiira 
^^he' fcoUW  pirtike  6f  the  sport.  lioM 
fiereyfotd,  xluririg  his  sejoor  hi  Portiigrf, 
had^ihe  privBtegeof  pasturage^  for  oewi^herie*, 
"h^  #hich  mtan^  thfe'phehomenoa  erf"  MA 
tmttet  wai  b^  ho  m^ans  so  rare  eis'  aA^pves^tk, 
HbW  btten  hare  I  wishierf  t<i  tefifesli  nQr 
eyes,  1>y  a  Walk  ot' ride,:  amidst  its  gt^Wi 
retreats  I  "but  ih  vainv  n^lb^y  i^  i^oi^r  al- 
lowed toehter.  -  ^  r< 

I  am  always  ehanned  with  a  Ibuhtain4  4€s 
sound  alone  is  Teviving  during  the' ardoiMls 
of  the  summer  season ;  and  ther^^  are  m^i^ 
ih  Lii^n  and  its  environs,  M^ieretbe^itabst 
picturesque  groups  of  figures  may  be  seen, 
drawing  water  for  their  several  purposes  of 
convenience.  Sometimes  a  crowd  of  gallego 
..watepr-cforiera filling  their  casks  at  the  $9ur(^p> 
while  &om  the  tank  bdow,  the  rough  ^i^ 
tnaYtiieA-ldoking  muleteer  refreshes  hk  string 
'6ir  thirsty  animals,  their  trappings  fiemdlMly 
ornamented  with  fringes  of  coloured  wtyr^tcld 
and  small  melodious  bells.  Here  too,  the 
lavadeiras  (or  washerwomen)  ply  their  fa- 
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inett mj^besQen eUhlbr  sujqrQilf^^liH^^^tmfct 
«at  kneeling  upCm  lai^ge  steHoas  ia  t^  4Mfpv 
bhainel  of  a  scanty  brool^  b^atipg^  th^  luifp 
Iritha  tel^ntle^s  fury,  totally  in%^psiii4pi^ 
tbe  injuries  they  inflict  upon  it^.  ^fo^t^vfi. 
.My  favourite  fountain,  to  which  I  0%p 
^ir^et  my  morning  or  ev^ing  ride^^  V^  ?i^ 
Med  at  spme  miles  distance  frpm  Li^b^, 
wd  in  the  tioinity  of  aopnvent;,  it,  is  g^^c- 
4MiQg  by  wee|wpg  willows,  apd  encirded  hy 
stone  benches,  whereon  I  generaUy,#|^4pi7»^ 
,ar  two  of  the  monks  seated^  in  the  caln^en- 
jj^yment  of  listless  reverie,  soothed  by.  the 
murmuring  of  the  gentle  water,  and  tt^e 
'disitaoA  laving  of  the  ocean  waves.    Adieu,.^ 

• »  '  ■      '*\ 

*  }fy  horse  is  the  most  beautiful  little  animal  you 

cau  imagine ;  of  a  deep  black  colour,  with  a  mane  and 
tail  like  meteors,  and  a  form  of  the  most  faultless  pro- 
portions :  he  is  a  native,  and  originally  belohged  *to^^  Ae 
^  <Iiieen,  According  to  the  custom  of  the- eount^  lire 
;  nnne  mud  tail  of  a  horse  are  here  alvays.aufief^fo 
,'|:^ach  their  full  length,  and  our  qi^el  and^^af^^s 
;  ii^ishion  of  curtailment  is  never  practised. 
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UETTER  U 

Pateo  da  Saldanha, 
April  27th  1823: 

We  hnye.  lately  visited  %he  copvwt.  of 

'Qdiv/^losi.  situated  in  the  village  of  the  saijtp 

nwk^  about  twolei^es  di$taut  from  J^isb^n^ 

j^hrough  the  load  to  Campp  Qrande^^here 

the  ^nual  fair  is  heH  Fbich  I  bavie  fo^cm^ly 

mentioned ;  this  is  one  of  iisbon's  finest'ei^- 

virons,  tox  after  the  first  few  n;iiles,  a  valley 

(con^ratively  shaded)  offers  its  welcon^e 

setreat^  and  is  at  this  time  of  the  year  p^- 

.t^nflarly  verdant; — the  eye  reposes  uppn 

green  hedge  rows,  and  the  ear  is  delighted 

by  the  joyous  warbling  of  a  thousand  birds. 

,  ,Siey^^  .very  pretty  quintas  enliven  the  tow^ ; 

opj^  of  which,  together  with  a  large  palace, 

...b(BlpAgs  to  the  Marquis  of  Valensiai  a  noble 

f.^f  the  first  rank,  and  who  is,  I  believe,  in 

the  spccession  tp  the  throne.    We  have 

occasionally  met  him  in  society,  where  I 

have  been  much  pleased  by  his  musical  ta- 
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lent.  These  quintas  appeared  to  be  very 
carefully  cultivated,  and  nothing  could  be 
more  rioTit,  than  the  effect  of  the  latticed 
bowers  erected  "for. the  ViAek ;  among  which 
the  China  rose  peeped  forth,  blushing  like 
a  delicate  beauty  in  her  earliest  prime. 
The  summit  of  every  wall  we  passed  was 
crowned  with  brilliant  coloured  crfeei)ing 
plants  of  innumerable  rariety,  and  the  scent 
of  the  orange  groves  within  was  exquiately 
deliglitfuL  Certainly  spring  is  the  only  sea- 
son in  which  this  part  of  Portugal  appear3 
to  advantage.  We  met  a  litter,  (the  first  wc 
histd  ever  seen,)  borne  sideways  betweto  tv^o 
mules,  and  attended  by  horsemen  on  each 
side,  as  if  returning  from  a  journey  to  the 
provinces.  It  contained  two  ladies,  and^I 
should  imagine  it  a  most  agreeable  conv^- 
arice,  either  in  fitie  or  wet  weather,  as  it  ap- 
^ats  to  be  guarded  against  both  sun  and 
shower.  As  it  is  very  uncommon  to  meet 
such  an  equipage  so  near  Lisbon,  where  the 
roads,  though  indifferent,  are  yet  good 
enough  to  admit  of  wheel  carriages,  we  con- 
cluded that  the  elder  lady  was  an  invalid. 
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top  weUc'  ^fii'^  encounter  a  rougtiei'^  "itiiAiiW 

'i^exi  we  reached  OcUvdos,  ^^  vretii^ 
sliown  tlie  churchy  wHich  is  a  bandsom^ 
structure^  ahd  which  contains  the  tomt>s  of 
two  royal  personages.  The  order  of  nuns 
is  that  of  St.  Bernard;  a  mild  one,  as  they 
are  permitted  to  converse  with  male  ac- 
quaintances at  the  grate ;  the  habit  is  rather' 
becoming,  as  all  the  hair  is  discovered, 
slightly  shaded  by  a  strip  of  black  silk,  m 
the  form  of  a  veil;  the  robe  is  black,  re- 
lieved with  a  handkerchief  of  white  muslin, 
that  covers  the  bosom  somewhat  in  the  neat 
and  precise  style  of  our  quakers;  and  over 
all  is  a  flowing  mantle  of  fine  white  wooll 
Children  under  six  years  of  age  are  idlowed 
to  visit  the  interior  of  the  convent,  where  th* 
Sisterhood  are  delighted  to  kiH  them  with 
k^dness,  in  the  shape  of  sweehneats  and 
cak^s,  which  they  make  and  also  sell,  tind 
Vcime  of  which  we  purchased  of  an  austere 
and  ancient  portress,  who  received  bur  m&- 
itey  and  dispensed  her  stores  by  means  of  k 
jrnoveable  sort  of  cupboard,  defended  by  in 
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i^l^^g^a^ng^qoimnoii  to  all  nunneries,  and 
called^  I  believe,  a  "  turning  box."  With 
tt^e^ception  of  tb^ir  dried  plums,  I  cannot 
adipire  any  of  the  performances  of  the  reli- 
^ous  confectioners  in  Portugal,  the  flavour 
of  the  different  fnuts  being  completely  lost 
in  the  predominance  of  the  sugar  used  to 
preserve  them^  and  this  is  universally  the 
case,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Brazil. 
Having  made  our  purchases,  we  attended 
mass,  which,  was  performed  by  one  of  six 
priests  who  are  appointed  to  do  the  duty, 
and  heard  the  nuns,  with  the  abbadessa  at 
their  bead,  chaunt  the  service  in  the  choiri 
divided  from  the  body  of  the  church  by  an 
icon  screen.  There  were  no  remarkably 
^§  voices  among  them,  but  several  verjr 
pgretty  and  engaging  physiognomies.  The 
^\:rba4^sda,  accompanied  by  a  younger  niin;» 
p^^vanced  with  much  courtesy  to  the  grate, 
lurbere  we  remained  in  conversation  with  her 
for  s;ome  time,  and  they  kissed  my  little  boy, 
^  he  stood  on  tiptoe,  peeping  through  the 
bi^rs,  with  a  face  of  innocent  curiosity. 
,Th^e\are«  at  this  time,  five  and  twenty 
members,  many  of  whom  are  ladies  of  good 
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fiuaOyi  and  it  enjoys  a  most  reiipectabk 
reputation.    This  was  not  formerly  the  case, 
as,  during  the  reign  of  Don  JoSo  Y.,  the 
sisterhood  (theiilibf^frqEnlrpd  in  number) 
were  by  no   means  remarkable  for  their^ 
sttfctness  or  ^ir  purity.    Dumourier  re- 
lates, tbat  these  ladies  were  accustomed  to 
^urpw  1^?*^  tjwr  prqdEEispicii^alihabKs^  ipd 
^^re  among,  the  moft  attiractiye  /ayourites; 
of.}m  m^ip^ty  and. the  i^qbility. — ^The  ror, 
i^i^^tic  "  XietteiB  ftom  a  Pprlu,g]ueze  Hujo^l 
aresiippos^  to  haye  been  dated  irov^.ttut, 
QOnveiit.    Adieu.        .  ... 
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^  All  ithatl  aTrridpatel'mtjiie  oFtiiy  feiieiit* 
lettei^  has  actuaBy  taken  place?  we  Kavi?' 
etpeti^hced  a  complete  change  of  goveriiii'' 
vcieni—ii  can  hardly  bfe  for  thie  ^^rdrse !  •  Oh' 
thfeSTifh  nit.  the  yourig prince,  Don  Migiid/ 
privately  left  the  palace  of  Bemposta^  at 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  joining  a 
troop  of  the  4th  Cavalry,  took  the  route  of 
Sacavem.  It  is  well  known  that  he  had 
long  felt  the  greatest  disgust  for  the  ministers 
and  the  faction  around  his  father,  and  he  has 
dared  every  thing  to  free  himself  from  their 
trammels.  Ahout  thirteen  field  officers, 
whose  poUticsd  sentiments  were  suspected 
of  being  at  variance  with  the  measures  of 
the  constitutional  government,  having  been 
dismissed  a  few  days  before,  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  their  discontent  was  judged  too 
favourable  to  be  allowed  to  escape.    The 
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to  mahreh i  towasda  "thfe  froBtiftr»  jQpI  tbe^  ^R% 
day,  fittditenly  baited  bef^^^en  SacAiK^iii^;^^!^ 
Oliv^,  and  declared  thdiit  resoluatHH^;  J^ih 
prodded  no  further  without  the  pi^^fss^^^ 
their  aeoustomed  commaadei r  ^ho  wa6  c^t 
of  the  offioers  dismissedj  as  I  bav^  ju^t  ,S£u4m 
and  who  shordy  afiberwards  joi»ed  t^t^w^ 
aoconqpankd  by  the  Infante  and: the  .tr<lQp> 
of  the  4th  Cavalry,  when  they.  proceedfiA 
on  towards  Villa  Franca.  ,.       .     i 

The  king)  upon  beii^  made  acquaixitefl 
with  the  evasion  of  the  prince  inunediat?}y 
sent  information  of  the  circumstance'*'  to  i,}if^ 
Cortes.  In  the  meanwhile^^  General  3f{pvih 
veda,  commander4n-chief  of  the  forces  ,\^ 
Lisbon,  had  received  a  letter  from  Cplp^ 
Sampayoi  now  commanding  the  revolt 
troops,  informing  hhn  of  their  resoln^tioigi  i|q 
longer  to  submit  to  the  controul  of  mini^t^s 
so  unworthy  their  situation,  and  stating  hif 

*  It  is  whispered^  and  I  believe  irufy^  that  the  king 
in  his  heart  felt  more  confidence  in  the  Constilutidn- 
alists  than  in  his  own  family,  and  was  any  thing  but 
pleased  yvhen  the  evasion  of  Don  Miguel  was  dttntkAtiAe 
known  to  him. 
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i^amc^^diHAe^imtQS^:  Id|ilkciiig>thi»ifliter 
ikfor^  atie  Obrtes,  Sepufrrodol  tittdertook  to 
2ttxsw^i^  fi^-the  safety  Uid  tranquiUity  <tf  tfae^ 
<^;  fiiovided  thsit  an  entite  and  immediate 
ditogebf  ministrjrtookplace^  Todesotilie 
the  ^tate  of  confusion  reigning  in  the  city 
w^Id  be  impossible ;  it  was  in  tttmnlts  from 
end  to  end!  The  national  gnafd  hairing 
been  called  out>  assembled  under  arms  in  the 
Praga  do  Commercio  and  the  Roscio:  but 
Enthusiasm,  or 'even  interest  for  the  con- 
secution appeared  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and  the 
tide  of  popular  opinion  seemed  to  be  rapidly 
turning  in  an  opposite  direction,  while  the 
bivouacking  system,  to  which  the  volunteers 
weire  obliged  to  submit,  rather  damped  the 
ardour  of  their  military  zeal.  The  Marquis 
of  Bellas  was  dispatched  by  the  king  in  pur- 
suit of  the  prince,  but  failed  in  his  mission ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  he  wished  to  succeed. 
The  prince  declared  he  would  return  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight,  and  completely  change 
the  order  of  things.  His  companion  and 
adviser  is  General  Pampelona^  an  officer 
*  Afterwards  created  Count  Subserra. 
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Mfrt  hftng^JB  i^gjr  as  d  traijbQiv    Ouiil^t^i' 
tugdltevefef  receive^  widi>  ctasiataicyr  «<^  cto^ 

hftnourrpiMent  himito  her  acceptatu^?-^!^^ 
i9i  ^a:  man  advanoed  in  ^  years^  and  hc^  h^tt" 
employed  by  tlie  Con^tutioiiidis^  aaifi^fli 
miaiflter :  kia  oouotetailoe  is  sinftijariy  i^^M^' 
ble  and rapeUing)  and  he  is&moas  fer^llil^i 
aai9  of  baaer  intlrigtte,  and  for  a  dewtfoft^f^ 
Fretnah  interests*  The  king  is  said  to*  fca^^ 
shown  every  synpton  of  genuine  gritf  atift^ 
ve)&|Uion  at  the  conduct  of  Us  son;  df0  fa((^ 
tioa  acound  him  havmg  taben  advantlige^t^- 
faSa  peevliar  feelings  to  persuade  KMsicW^' 
ikliag  soYereign,  that  a  large  party- e)dMfel^^ 
whose  object  was  to  effi^t  his  abdtcalfdA'l^^ 
fkvour  of  Don  M^uel»  at  the  bead  of  i«4iridl" 
was.diequeen.  There  maybe  stfan^Hfiftf^ 
datim  for  the  suggestion;  but  l^e  k^l^ 
now  become  so  popular  with  the  fickle  mt^l 
titude^  that  any  open  attempt  would  b^kt 
once  .dangerous  and  futile.  I  cannot  ^^^it^ 
suade  myself  to  believe  (notwith^^ndirig  Hfel' 
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^mt.iKlknirQDoe  ought  to  be'in^'^fc^iilit^i 
d^&itb^  ^eduoalwil  he  lias  ieciliv^,&n&  tar 
tl^»  <ron:iiptbig  influohccr  of  a  s^rvll«'€K)bfD;s- 
ailddt  nmist  be  adoiowiedged-^ftt  lH>ibitbe' 
r^al 'brothers^  Doa'Petdnoi^asiw^  -a^^hlm-t'* 
sfi^rii;^!^  sboiy^  ft^persotal  eH^jn^md^&Hi 
ii|j|i}^p(di^4»£  £(>mt:ifUoh>re&c^^  credit 
upm^ithioad^  woA.  wfaiohttfaey  toia&b  ksi'v^itii^ 
riMdz^Srom  tdbdr  mobhbry  as  nolh^ig  can  be' 
ii^i)!^,|^iaQlulJy  t&i&d  than  the  obaracterdf 
t^i  1:^^  The  Ffeadh  partjr  am:  gaining 
^QUtlA^jvmffiiFoBili  and  the coart  isinv«ei»(:ed 
bj^nPiyimda  of  base  fidftlgos^  who  foii^ 
i^g^i^il^.i /their  ooui^  under  Jun&l^  but  aye 
niK^i)  phoned  and  receis^  into  ttberoyaA 
ffi^«!nr^  4^ese  creep,  and  flatter,  and  hang 
aj^^t.tbelr  &lsely  indu^nt  sov^eign,  ^a^ 
nH9f#»Biiblr  p4>sts  and  pensions^  whic^,  if 
gjf^jfiS^d,  would  quickly  exhaust  a  treHduiy 
aji'e^y  insufficient  to  answer  the  dtunfii^  of 
juf^tM^e  und  humanity.  t 

,X)^  >be  S9tb,  his  m^esty  and  the  whokr 
ccwf  assisted  at  the  solemn  chureh  proees- 
siQ^  ofj^hi^.Corpo  de  Deos;  the  night  passed  ^ 
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tlmt'^tt  the  i^Hdfiee  cavalty  had  left  liisl^cln 
to  join  the  pfrtiice^  wbose  veceptibn  m'tbe 
country  iB  said  to  be  enthusiastic.  He  was 
on  the  road  to  Santarem,  with  a  tnodt -in- 
creased mffitary  force,  a  large  posse  of  fidad- 
gos,  and  other  gentlemen;  it  is  sidd,  thsrt  he 
has  been  abundantly  supplied  "with  iMney, 
and  has  issued  a  proclamation,  which,  how- 
ever, has  not  yet  reached  Lisbon;  report 
also  affirms  that  he  has  no  intention  of 
changing  the  new  Constitutional  code,  (which 
is  in  some  respects  excellent,)  bat  tjbatlie 
desires  to  have  two  chambers,  much  modifi- 
cation, and  the  veto  to  his  fadier.  All  this 
sounds  well,  but  it  were  unwise  to  indulge 
prematurely  in  sanguine  anticipation,  for 
does  he  not  retain  Pampelona  as  his  Mentor? 
Nothing  can  be  more  unfortunate,  or  of 
worse  augury  to  the  cause  of  raticmal  libetty. 
Surely  it  will  be  impossible  that  die  Conde 
d'Amarante  can  consent  to  serve  with  such 
a  man,  and  great  confusion  must  naturafiy 
ensue,  unless  the  spirit  of  chivalrous  hoiMto 
has  wholly  abandoned  the  country.  The 
ministry,  so  hastily  nominated,  are  of  a  m^re 
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ubllfciil  ift  vtergr  impuabftble  titiaA  th<fty  tfUl  loftg 
>nEtt«^i, their  situations.    The  Uiig,ha$  no 

^eonfidential  fmnii>  and  hid  intentions,  can 
i^heirefore  only  be  guessed  al ;  he  is  at  oime 
.an:object  of  Uame  and  compassion. 
.  On  the  night  of  the  30th,  Genetal  S^pul- 
veda  M^as  attacked  in  the  Pra^a  do^  Coi^- 
iaercio>  by  a  tumultuous  assembli^e  of  per- 
sonsi  who,  surrounding  him  on  all  sides, 
declared  their  suspicions  of  hi^, fidelity  to 
the  Constitution,  and  insisted  upon  his  either 
fiweajnng  to  be  true  to  the  cause,  or  prepare 
tp  receive  instantaneous  death  from  their 
hand^.  Waving  his  plumed  hat  in  the  air, 
he  at  length  obtained  a  moment*s  hearing, 
,  and  took  the  oath  required.    An  hour  after- 

,  wards,"*^  goaded  by  a  thousand  conflicting 

'.sensations,  he  threw  himself  on  his  horse, 
iukI  escaped  to  join  the  prince,  who  received 
him  with  such  petrifying  coldness,  that  his 
soldiery  fell  upon  him  without  waiting  for 
an  order,  and  maltreated  him  in  the  most 
brutal  manner.     His  hfe  was  saved  with 

*  Consistency,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  not  the  leading 
iMture  of  the  Portuguese  character ! 
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ilMlwlfir  ^  ^k»4smiTtimm  of  an  oCei«,  list 
kv  wnM»  &•  itt»  tiu^  ha  is  scarcely  expfM&i 
t^survive.  TWs  day  the  king  has  been  de« 
dwad  Rejf  Ab§obtto  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  army»  and  this  morning  he  set  forth 
in  person  to  bring  back  the  prince  his  son : 
the  queen  meanwhile  has  been  invited  to 
quit  her  forced  retreat  at  the  Ramallao,  and 
the  liberal  party  are  leaving  Lisbon  as  fast 
as  poesibfe,  fearing  the  eventual  resultl  The 
soldiery  attempted  to  liberi^e  the  convicts 
and  other  wretches  confined  in  the  prisons 
of  Lisbon ;  they  furnished  them  with  arms, 
which  they  eagerly  received  through  the 
bars  of  the  windows,  and,  availing  them- 
sdves  of  the  kindness  of  such  worthy  coad- 
jutors, had  nearly  effected  their  escape, 
when  the  vigilance  of  the  national  guard 
interfered,  and,  after  a  great  struggle,  suc- 
ceeded in  preventing  their  design.  I  cannot 
but  consider  this  as  a  providential  interven- 
tion, and  deeply  feel  that  while  our  more 
natural  guardians,  the  police  cavalry,  aban- 
doned^ the  city  and  their  duties,  these  de- 
sj^sed  citisens  evinced  a  courage  and  res<dn* 
tion  worthy  of  our  sincerest  gratitude.    If 
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ti<mal  gttard4iaTe  uhifiksdy  < 
selves  well,  upon  occasions  €#  ^eal- 
in  most  countsries ;  and- 1  sbooM  hafe  myself 
if  I  could  ever  again  join  in  thdl-  seneelest 
ridicule  with  which  the  su|>erdiioiis^.4B]flk 
Aoughtless  continue  to  regard  this  rt&pe&lh 
able  and  estimable  class.  .J 

The  last  evening,  being  stdtry  in  tfief  eop-f 
treme,  there  was  ah  unremitiling  succesa|off 
of  fitheet  liglrtning  playing  over  the  city 
during  the  whole  night;  it  seemed  to  aecofi 
with  the  tumultuous  state  of  inquietude  then 
shared  by  every  heart.  I  sat  at  my  window^* 
watching  the  coruscations  for  a  length  o^ 
time,  my  own  feelings  (as  may  well  be  ima« 
gined)  far  from  tranquil,  as  my  husband  wair 
in  the  midst  of  the  scene  of  action,  and  my 
own  servants,  as  well  as  several  other  f^ 
males,  were  continually  breaking  in  upoer 
my  solitude,  with  agitating  accounts  of  the 
various  public  events  hourly  suimeding. 
each'  other;  their  taking  this  liberty  was  a 
consequence  of  that  sort .  of  patriarchal 
intercourse  existing  in  this  country  be** 
tween   mbtress'  and  dependant,   which   I 
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had  Mkptod*  iniixn^t  oirn  domestiCi^cpttom}^ 
and/whielit  J  hufie  nol^y^tthiid  ^a$on  tQ^^j 
faUU  £iievy  hBNLP  ^  :dooi^  ^  iA^  s^m^ 
ment  was  opened,  and  a  daipk  anii»94e4 
vbage,  shrouded  in  the  national  kerchief, 
peepe4  in  upon  me,  with  a — "co  sua  licen- 
cia"  (by  your  leave),  or  a — "  nao  tenha 
m^do  senhora"  (don't  be  frightened).  We 
are  indeed  surrounded  by  a  peasantry  na- 
turally peaceable  and  inoffensive,  and  to 
whom  we  have  had  occasional  opportuni- 
ties of  affording  some  relief;  I  therefore 
trust  that  we  are  in  no  danger  of  suffering 
either  alarm  or  injury  in  our  present  situa- 
tion: not  diat  I  have  any  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  our  more  immediate  neigh- 
bours, one  of  whom  was  formerly  a  captain 
of  banditti,  and  vows  vengeance  against  the 
English  ever  since  he  was  turned  out  of  their 
army  for  divers  malpractices.  He  is  the 
great  favourite  of  another  personage  in  our 
near  vicinity,  (the  Conde  d'Ega,)  who  has 
been  hitherto  the  tool  of  the  liberal  go* 
vernment,  and  has  gallantly  changed  sides 
upon  the  approach  of  danger,  and  repaired 
to  the  camp  of  the  prince  in  all  the  odour 
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of  tBcSected  loyalty.  I  think  bim  (nor  mm 
I  severe  in  my  judgment)  one  of  the  very 
worst  specimens  of  the  PoftugueJe  fidal^ 
gneia.    Adieu. 


N^ 
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LETTER  LII. 

Pateo  da  S.  June  12th. 

Hos  Majesty  has  made  his  grand  entree 
into  Lisbon^  attended  by  the  ilhistrious  fii- 
gitire  Don  Miguel^  the  princesses,  and  all 
the  court,  and  proceeded  to  the  see  or  ca* 
diedral  church,  where  Te  Deum  was  per» 
formed.  Hie  acclamations  were  loud  and 
incessant;  particulaxly  at  sight  of  the  youth*- 
fbl  princesses,  who  were  decorated  in  fei 
BOTel  and  splendid  costume,  being  in  mas^ 
online  attire,  (the  petticoat  excepted,)  like 
colonels  of  regiments,  with  superb  golden 
epaudettes,  cocked  hats,  and  military  plumes 
of  white  feathers.  It  is  astonishing  ho^ 
Well  the  dress  became  these  lovely  creatHres^ 
who  were  perfectly  wild  with  spbits,  smiling 
and  receiving  the  homage  of  a  thonsand 
flatterers  with  an  air  of  proud  delight,  and 
ittady  deafened  by  the  noisier  adnnratioii  of 
their  humbler  subjects^  The  last  time  his 
iihjesty  had  entered  that  church  wasundte 
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very  different  circumstances,  and  with  &r 
other  sensations;  it  was  immediately  after 
his  arrival  from  Brazil.  The  Queen,  during 
his  short  absence  in  pursuit  of  the  prince, 
had  already  taken  advantage  of  her  acquisi- 
tion of  power,  to  order  that  no  vessels  should 
be  allowed  to  leJEive  the  harbour  of  Lisbon* 
Jose  de  Sylva  Carvalho  is  said  to  have  left 
in  his  writing-table  a  secret  paper,  contain- 
ing '  a  Ust  of  those  persons  who  had  sold 
their  services  to  him  as  spies;  it  compre- 
hended all  ranks,  and  many  of  the  nidales 
have  been  in  consequent  disgrace  at  Court. 
.  The  King  has  had  the  good  policy  to  enact 
a  farce,  called  "  The  Reconciliation,"  a  few 
days  ago.  He  went  in  state  to  Ramallao^ 
to  bring  back  the  Queen  in  triumph,  to 
hold  'a  drawing-room  at  the  psdace  of 
Qneluff,  and  placing  her  in  the  same  car** 
liage  with  himself,  (a  circumstance  whtefa 
has  not  occurred  for  the  last  twenty  years,) 
eMbraced  her  and  kissed  her  cheek;  upoa 
entering  the  neighbourhood  of  Quehis^  ihef 
weee  met  by  the  whole  of  a  most  brSUaal 
court,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  the  peo-* 
pie. '  The  latter,  taking  off  the  horses,  drew 
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tbe  rb^sil  carriage  as  &r  asihe^ttB^of^Ae 
fviate,  and  Ae  ibrmer  foBoired  onfoi^^m 
gttnd  proees^imV  Thdir'Maj^Mies,  irpba 
ptUl^ting  egftin  Ussed  ew^h  othef ^^  before  aU 
th^  misembly,  and  fihen  prOG6ede4  hand  ih 
bbnd  to  the  audience  ehamher,  where  sudi 
numetotis  **  beije  maSs^  (kissing  of  faand$ 
upon  presentation)  toSok  pluce^  that  the  ce* 
remony  waa  not  concluded  under  six  bants. 
Several  ladies  who  were  present^  assured  me 
that  they  dropped  into  a  deep  sleep  the. in* 
stant  they  entered  their  carriages  oncoming 
away,  completely  worn  out  by  fatigoe  and 
exhaustion.  The  young  daughters  of  the 
Visconde  de.  Juromaiha,  and  those  of 
Donna  Maria  de  Piedade,  (cousins  4;a  my 

agreeable  friends,  the  La  O family,)  the 

former  very  elegant  and  pretty  giHs,  di^ia^ 
guished  themselves  [  upon  this  occadion; 
dressed  in  white,  and  in  ihe  utmost  peyfec» 
tion  of  Parisbn  taste,  each  w«nii^  a  brei^ 
knot  of  the  royal  coh>iifs,  (red  and  purple, 
in  contra-dlsfinction'  Aroni  the  light  '■  bine 
cockade  of  the  constitutional  government,) 
they  presented  die  youi^  Ih&nte^'Wkfa'B' 
eroWn  ctf  natui^l  roses.    The  prince,  after 
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aoeefptiog  it,  would  have  otbic^  it  to  ib» 
King;  but  the  latter,  not  ungri^oe^y,  ji^er 
turned  it  to  hkr  son,  saying,  **  This  i9  your 
guerdon  Migud,  therefore  keep  it !"  Don 
Miguel  appeared  delighftedi  and  in  acknow* 
ledgment  of  this  homage,  took  his  military 
plume  from  his  hat,  and  stamping  upon  it^ 
hastily  tore  it  into  numerous  small  featberSf 
which  he  presented  to  every  lady  present 
£ver  since,  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  appear 
in  public  with  a  breast  knot  of  purple  and 
red,  in  which  thijs  little  remnant  of  the 
princely  plume  is  inserted :  some  wear  a 
small  cross  depending  from  it,  in  allusion  to 
the  Conde  d*Amarant|,  who  first  excited  the 
courage  of  his  people  to  arm  in  the  cau$e^ 
h«  sword  in  one  hand,  the  crucifix  in  the 
other.  It  is  not  at  all  safe  for  ladies  to  ap" 
pear  in  public  without  the  reigning  colours, 
or  in  dresses  in  which  the  obnoxious  light 
blue  is  predominant.  Yesterday  I  was 
obliged  to  go  into  Lisbon,  and  just  as  I  was 
getting  into  the  carriage,  I  recollected  that  I 
wore  a  pelisse  of  the  latter  imfortunate  hue^ 
my  only  remedy  was  to  divest  myself  of  it 
as  CK>on  as  possible,  and  as  I  had  no  ortho- 
dox ribands  then  ready,  I  hastily  gathered  a 
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q^aqti^y  .^  tWsf^Tfet  JeaniaiioD  in[id>pna<|ie' 
lfi;k^p|i^r)ift<Ha  the  garden^  which  in  a  fsw 
iQiQU|;eA  w^^  woven  ifllo  a  rich  and  beautifhl 
wreadx  (ox  ii|y  hat^  and  afforded  me  at  otiee 
securUy  {md  ovnfim^njk. 

You  will  smile  at  my  foUy  in  relating  all 
tbesapu^ilities^at  a  time  when  public  affidm 
a^e  so  fox  from  beii^  settled,  that  evesy 
thinking  person  is  oppressed  by  anxiety  and 
iqquietuda.  The  prmce  is  made  generalis- 
simo of  th^  armies — a  coup  de  maitre,  it  is^ 
suspected,  on  the  part  of  Pampelona,  as -it 
will  effectually  oppose  the  restoration  .jo£ 
Lord  Beresford,  (earnestly  desired  by  some, 
but  which  would  sadly  derange  the  French 
party^)  and  this  important  situation  is  ill- 
calculated  for  his  youth,  inexperi^ice,  and 
usual  habits  of  life.  The  soldiery  are^more 
than  ever  in  a  state  of  insubordination^  um^ 
versally  felt  to  be  at  once  infamous  and  ap- 
palling: and  there  is  evidently  no  master- 
spirit in  the  kingdom,  who  could  tame  the 
arrogance,  and  properly  direct  thejenergies 
of  these  military  reformers,  who  are  but  too 
fully  aware  of  their  power 
'^  '         ^*  To  make,  and  to  unmake  a  kingS^' 
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hMiied>\hj  ihe  f^ac^nbie  ^habitants  of 
Lisbon.  Count  PaltndHa  iu  repbrted  to  hdVd 
made  objections  to  acting  with\Painpelon)Gt; 
but  how  is  it  possible  to  believe  in  their  rfh* 
oority,  when  it  is  obvious  to  the  conmiohest 
mderstanding,  that  be  ought  never  to  have 
dhmned  the  brightness  of  his  reputation  hy 
accepting  of  office  while  so  infamovs  a  cha-' 
raoter  held  sway  in  the  cabinet?  How 
strange  is  the  conduct  of  Don  Jbao!  He' 
still  contini^s  to  heap  fiivours  upon  Pam-^ 
pelona,  and  never  acts  but  by  his  advice; 
Vfh»k  but  evil  can  ensue  ? 
.  The  priesthood  all  this  time  have  not 
been  idle;  and  many  of  them  have  lately  been 
known  openly  to  refuse  absolution  to  their 
communicants,  until  they  should  renounce 
the*€ohstitotional  form  of  government. 

The  steward  of  Lord  Beresford,  who  re- 
tains the  Saldanha  palace  in  trust  for  his 
nuster^  was  so  much  enraptured  by  the 
sadden  change  of  affairs,  that  he  has  iHu- 
minated  the  whole  building,  and  given  a 
dinner  to  some  of  his  own  friends;  and  Padre 
Joao,  a  royalist  priest,  was  elected  master  of 
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the  revels^  the  latter  reverend  personage 
was  reported  to  have  ottered  the  most 
piquant  sarcasms^  and  the  best  jokes^  of  all 
the  assembled  convives^  who  after  dinner, 
marched  round  out'  quinta,  carolling  and 
rejoicing,  with  the  Padre  at  their  head,  who, 
par  excellence,  acconqpanied  his  voice  upon 
the  guitar.  The  group  stopped  as  they 
pMised .  my  windows,  and  perceiving  me 
standing  theve,  were  anxigus  to  afford  me 
a  specimen  of  their  holy  min&trers  art;  ny 
servants  flew  out  in  a  moment,  with  -a  chiUr 
and  a  comp^ment  for  the  Padre,  whose 
deep  mellow-toned  voice  sounded  most 
agreeably  ift  the  modinha  he  selected,  cho^ 
russed  by  all  the  party.  I  was  .delighted,  hi 
the  novelty  and  hilarity  of  tl^  exhibition^ 
and  having  bowed  my  thanks,  they  pro^ 
ceeded  on  their  way,  after  a  few  animated 
*'  vivas"  from  young  and  old.  Had  such  a^ 
scene  occurred  in  our  own  country,  I  fear  it 
would  haveb^en  alloyed  by  drunl^e^^ness 
and  familiarity ;  here  I  knew  myself  safe 
fiiom  either.  Adieu. 
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LETTER  LIIL 

Fateo  da  Saldanha^  June.     - 

The  king^  queen  and  royal  fomity,  mv» 
ciMnpanied  by  the  nanistefrs  of  state,  hmve 
lately  paid  their  devoirs  at  die  shrine  of 
NossaSenhora  da  Barraocai  the  newly  found 
image,  to  whose  benign  interference  is  now 
atkvbuted  the  late  happy  change.  From 
henoe  they  proceeded  to  the  arsenal,  where 
a  bestntiful  frigate,  called  the  ^  Don  Miguely*^ 
was^  launched  in  the.  presence  of  **  aH  the 
beauty  and  fashion"  of  Lisbon.  The  king 
afterwards  hdd  a  levee,  during  which,  the 
prince  went  out  to  meet  ihe  hero  ofthe  pro* 
Vinces,  Count  Amarahte,  who  was  apprcHioh-* 
ing  die  «ity  with  some  of  his  t]K>ops,>  who( 
were  decorated  with  launels.  it  is  ]mpo8«> 
sible  to  describe  the  enthusiasm  of  the  mait^ 
titude  on  receiving  this  popular  general; 
th'ey  rent  the  air  with  "  vivas,"  and  would 
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^?e  pi^isbrated  tbamdelTes  lutdlie  irished 
Ht  beneath  his  horse's  hoofi,  mlSie  Ihiaj^ 
kissed  hia  hands  and  his  feet  in  tramspctrts} 
indeed  their  joy  at  length  took  so  violent  a 
method  of.demonslxation^  diat  the  Conde 
ginned  the  audience  chamber  absohitely 
breathless.  At  nighty  the  opera  was  bril* 
Uandy  illuminated^  and  attended  by  all  the 
court ;  and  upon  the  entrance  of  the  Gotide^ 
the  scene  of  the  morning  was  nearly  xc^ 
peated ;  but  how  vain  are  the  hopes  of  men. 
Notwithstanding  the  services  he  has  con«^ 
ferred  upon  the  present  nunistry,  he  is 
already  become  the  object  of  theur  jealousy  ^ 
and  intrigues  on  all  sides  are  forming  agahist 
him.  The  war  minister  is  his  decided 
enemy,  (which  Amarante  may  consider  aa  a: 
compliment,)  but  as  he  possesses  the  eav^of 
the  Infante,  it  is  probable  that  prejudioes  iii> 
the  highest  quarter  may  eventually  be  ffi]b«^ 
cited.  The  Baron  Teixeira"*^  (much  agafais^: 
his  will,  it  is  said)  has  been  appmted:'^ 
minisler  of  finance;  this  gentleman  accianu**^ 
lated  immense  wealth  during  the  campaign,^ 
when  he  was  plain  Senhor  Smopayo,  and^ 

*  Now  Conde  do  Povo. 
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bne  of  the  ptinripal  cotitrdctonr  employed 
Inrtiie  Duke  of  WeHifigtovi ;  his  ftdm&ntioh 
to  tibe  present  shoatioii  i&  in  the  belief  thftt 
his  riches  wiU  reflect  credit  upon  a  treasury 
ntiw  most  wretchedly  poor*  The  Conde 
.AmavaBte  has  ah^ady  laid  his  laurels  at  the 
ftjet  of  a  softer  conqueror ;  he  has  long  been 
enigaged  to  marry  a  lady  of  high  fkm9y  in 
Jiiabon^  (a  Puritana,)  to  whom  however  he 
has  hitherto  remained  a  personal  stranger, 
until  of  late,  when  he  beheld  her  for  the 
fieri:  time  at  court.  The  interview  was  by 
no  means  romantic  in  its  character  or  con^* 
aeigpuoeiices ;  but  the  marriage  is  arranged, 
J8^  les  rigles,  and  is  to  take  place  almost 
jlmkiediately.  Balls,  Sites  mid.  enteftain- 
me^s  are  anticipated  oc?  infinitum,  and 
ajmongst  others,  they  talk  of  one  to  be  held 
in  the.  S^anha  palace,  projected  by  the 
female  nobility,  in  honour  of  Prince  MigueL 
Aa  to^illuminations,  they  begin  to  scare  the 
vtotymoon  from  her  propriety;  and  it  will; 
be-aone  time  yet,  ere  she  resumes  her  sore-* 
reign  undisputed  sway  over  a  land  of  isilence^ 
dMlmess^  mA  tranquillity. 


y  Google 


IM  ctsrMK. 


LETTER  LIV. 


Pttteo  da  Salda&ha,  July  6tb. 

NotHlNo  is  now  talked  x>f  but  the  suddefi 
msatUiy  which  has  s^edtheConde  d*Ama- 
rafate;  oceastoned^  it  is  rumonred^  by  poison 
recaitly  adomnstered  by  some  secret  enemy. 
His  military  folio wers,  dependent  upon  theiif 
chief  for  every  hope  of  promotion,  are  mor- 
tified atid  disi^pointed  beyond  expressidn; 
at  this  effectusd  check  to  all  his  greatness ; 
the  capricious  sun  of  royal  favour  has 
already  withdrawn  its  beams  from  him,  and 
his  alarming  SIness  was  such,  as  to  induce 
a.conriction  in  his  o'vthn  mind,  th^t  his  last 
hour  was  come,  and  a  hasty  sunMofis  for 
the  asdstMice  of  his  coiifessdr;  in  this 
he  was  mistaken,  as  he  has'  since  ralHed 
sufficiently  to  appear  in  pubfic,  though  whih 
strange  alteration  of  countenance,  and  with 
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strong  marka  of  mental  derwgement.  Some 
among  the  Fid^lgueia.  are  evidently  unable 
to  a>QGeal.the  exprejssion  of  a  malignant  joy. 
Gracious  heayen !  on  what  a  reed  does  that 
man  lean,  who  depends^  fou  his  support 
upon  the  hollow  smile  of  courtly  favour! 
How  firm  should  be  the  principles  which 
can  resist  the  temptation  to  a  disloyal  mode 
of  resentment,  when  smarting  under  its  un- 
merited frown !  We  were  present,  however, 
very  lately  at  one  hous€j,  whe*e  be  was 
received,  together  with  the  officers  in  his 
sujite,  with  the  most  gratifying  and  noble 
courtesy;  hJ^  cross  was  worn  upon  many  a 
fair  bosom,  and  royalist  hymns  were  sung  by 
lovely  lips;  all  gracefully  contending  whicb 
should  most  warmly  greet  so  honoured  and 
distinguished  a  guest.  I  would  not  be  un? 
derstood  to  hold  up  the  Conde  d'Amarante 
as  a  hero,  (in  the  gen^e  sense  of  the  word,) 
^either  are  his  abilities  of  the  first  order,  or 
his  virtues  transcendent,  but  he  has  excited 
pay  very  sincere  commiseration,  in  con$e<» 
guence  of  his  generally  honourable  conduct 
ai^d  his  most  undeserved  misfortune.  The 
bdl  ajt  the  Saldanba  palace  is  now  arranged 
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.to  take  place  rery  shortly.  The  lady-pa- 
tronesses, sixteen  in  number,  meet  in  one  of 
the  apartments  there,  every  three  or  four 
days,  in  grand  and  secret  council ;  nor  does 
the  divan  break  up  under  some  hours.  The 
list  of  the  persons  they  intend  to  invite,  I 
have  seen;  and  I  cannot  but  smile  at  the 
delight  some  persons  evidently  feel  in  this 
opportunity  of  mortifying  many  of  their 
acquaintance,  whom  they  affect  to  consider 
as  "  canaiUe,**  a  la  mode  d' Almacks :  being 
the  personal  friend  of  one  who  has  a  share 
in  the  direction  of  this  important  business, 
I  am  exempt  from  the  misery  of  exclusion, 
which  I  believe  they  consider  would  be  tan- 
tamount to  annihilation ! 

Last  night,  a  sort  of  mutiny  broke  out 
among  those  troops  who  are  quartered  near 
us  at  the  Boa  Hora,  in  which  affiray  four 
lives  were  lost.  The  Infante  came  down  in 
the  morning,  accompanied  by  Amarante, 
(who  is  now  created  Marquis  de  Chaves,  an 
empty  honour,)  and  soon  succeeded  in  quelling 
the  disorder.  I  was  foolish  enough  to  make 
myself  quite  uneasy,  by  the  strange  placards 
which  have  been  stuck  upon  the  walls  of  our 


y  Google 


LmoH.  Ids 

Pateo ;  one  of  than  is  so  charaeteriBtic  of 
the  spirit  which  actuates  the  soldfery  in 
general^  that  I  cannot  forbear  sending  it  to 
you. 

**  Logo  que  tivemos  p«o  e  vinho^ 
Viva  nosso  Infontinbo  I 
Agora  que  temos  so  pao. 
Viva  o  Constitui^ad !" 

Which  may  be  thus  rendered  in  an  equally 
doggerel  translation : 

"  While  we  had  wine  a$  well  ag  bread. 
Long  live  our  little  prince  1  we  said, 
But  now  that  wine  is  ta'en  away, 
Long  live  the  liberals !  we  say." 


VOL.  II. 
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LETTER  LV. 

Pateo  da  Saldanha,  July. 

I  DO  not  recollect  that  in  any  of  my  former 
letters  I  haye  mentioned  to  you  an  excursion 
which  my  husband^  accompanied  by  two 
friends,  made  in  the  spring  to  Setubal  (com- 
monly called  St.  Ubes)  a  small  commercial 
town  about  thirty  miles  distant  from  Lis- 
bon; famous  for  its  salt-pits,  oranges  and 
wine.  The  object  of  their  tour  was  to  ex- 
plore the  adjacent  country,  which  common 
report  had  extolled  as  picturesque  and  in- 
teresting in  the  highest  degree.  As  they 
were  obliged  to  cross  the  Tagus  at  its  widest^ 
and  as  the  accommodations  on  the  other 
side  were  not  much  praised  by  former  tra^ 
vellers,  I  did  not  accompany  the  party ;  and 
yet,  I  afterwards  regretted  my  want  of  energ}^ 
as  they  returned  more  highly  gratified  tlmn 
even  their  sanguine  expectations  bad  l^d 
them  to  anticipate.  The  rout^  from  fi^p 
place  of  disembarkation,  (Moitai)  coi)3is^4 
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of  heavy  sand^  and  wound  through  a*  large 
tract  of  pine-wood ;  mules^  ready  acooutred 
for  the  Toady  and  not  less  obstinate  than  is 
usual  to  the  fraternity^  conveyed  them  in 
three  or  four  hours  to  the  Casa  de  Pasto^ 
at  which  they  intended  to  pass  the  night 
Woe  to  the  traveller  who  alights  before  his 
journey's  end !  for  no  persuasion  will  induce 
his  four-footed  servant  passively  to  submit 
to  be  mounted  again ;  from  an  ignorance  of 
this,  little  prejudice  in  the  mide^  one  ^f  our 
friends  nearly  suffered  Serious  inconveni- 
ence. 

Within  six  miles  of  St.  Ubes,  you  pass, 
upon  the  left,  the  remarkable  hill  and  castle 
of  Palmella,  forming  a  singular  and  beautiful 
feature  in  the  landscape  for  many  leagi^s 
around.  The  inn  was  found  to  be  tolerably 
free  both  from  the  persevejos  (bugs)  and 
mosquitos ;  I  say  **  tolerably,"  for  a  little 
rest,  where  none  is  expected,  is  a  great 
luxury.  The  second  day  was  one  both  of 
labour  and  enjoyment,  as  the  mountain,  cave, 
and  convent  of  the  Arrabida  were  succes- 
•slvtely  reached  and  explored.  The  romantic 
wildness  of  the  scenery  is  such,  that  I  am 
o2 
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assured  ho  description  can  do  it  justice; 
indeed  many  persons  are  of  opinion,  that  it 
more  than  rivals  Cintra,  both  in  beauty  and 
^sublimity.  At  all  events  the  completely 
different  countenance  which  nature  here 
assumes,  compared  with  that  to  which  the 
eye  is  accustomed  in  Lisbon,  appears  to 
have  afforded  the  highest  gratification  to 
the  whole  party.  The  mountain  of  Arrabida, 
from  the  inequality  of  its  situation,  forms  at 
once  one  of  the  most  peculiar  as  well  as 
beautiful  objects  in  Portugal.  The  convent, 
dedicated  to  Nossa  Senhora  d'Arrabida, 
stands  nearly  at  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
embosomed  in  fine  woods;  and  seen  from 
the  ocean,  which  is  in  its  immediate  vicinity, 
must  call  forth  many  an  ardent  wish  from 
the  longing  mariner,  to  visit  its  paradisiacal 
retreat.  A  very  singular  cave,  excavated 
'by  the  force  of  the  waves,  was. visited  before 
.they  proceeded  to  the  convent ;  it  is  divided 
'  into  several  compartments,  one  'of  which  is 
used  as  a  chapel,  where  the  poor  pescadores, 
and  other  humble  inhabitants  of  the  coast, 
had  offered  up  many  a  votive  gift,  vowed 
iin  the  hour  of  storm  or  shipwreck;    thb 


y  Google 


LISBON.  197 

chapel  is  also  an  object  of  pilgriinagei  and 
a  more  romantic  shrine  can  hardly  b^ 
seen. 

,  The  padres  of  the  convent  treated  theit 
Protestant  visitors  with  the  utmost  hospi- 
tality and  attention^  nor  should  it  be  forgotr 
ten^  that  an  instance  of  deficiency  in  this 
respect  is  hardly  ever  known  to  occur,  how- 
ever poor  the  order  or  severe  their  rules. 
The  building  is  so  embedded  in  the  moun- 
tain, that  the  rude  stairs  appear  as  if  hewn 
from  the  living  rock,  and  it  forms  altogether 
one  of  the  most  picturesque  edifices  that 
the  imagination  can  conceive ;  the  order  is 
that  of  St.  Prancisco. 

In  this  neighbourhood  our  travellers  ex»» 
perienced  a  shower  of  rain,  and  you  may 
perhaps  smile  at  the  mention  of  so  trifling 
an  incident ;  but  after  being  accustomed  to 
arid,  sandy,  or  paved  roads,  for  many;  long 
moilths,  the  delight  of  a  shower  is  hardly  to 
be  expressed,  heightened,  as  it  then  was,  by 
its  effect  upon  the  local  scenery ;  no  words 
can  depict  their  enjoyment,  while  listening 
^to  the  cool  drops,  as  they  rode  beneath  a 
covert  of  the  most  luxurious  shrubs,  (the 
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myrtle  being  the  most  common  of  any^)  and 
breathed  the  fullness  of  their  aromatic  odour 
drawn  forth  by  the  freshening  influence  of 
the  falling  element.    On  their  return  home, 
they  visited  the  castle  of  Palmella^  which 
belongs  to  the  military  order  of  St.  James^ 
and  is  inhabited  by  some  of  the  knighto. 
The  whole  of  the  surrounding  country  is 
rich  in  the  vine^  the  olive^  and  the  orange^ 
but  it  is  not  considered  to  be  healthy^  the 
faihabitants  being  subject  to  the  ague.    As 
some  English  gentlemen  were  returning  a 
short  time  ago  through  the  pine-wood  I 
have  before  mentioned,  between  St.  Ubes 
and  Moita^  they  founds  beneath  a  tree^  the 
murdered  body  of  a  man  who  had  been 
recently  assassinated.     One  of  the  gentle- 
meuy  with  a  natural  British  feelings  proposed 
to  carry  the  corpse  to  the  nearest  house ; 
but  his  companioUi  who  had  been  more 
habituated  to  sights  of  the  kind,  and  who 
was  experienced   in   the   customs  of   the 
country,  strongly  dissuaded  him  from  such 
an  attempt ;  his  argument  was  concise,  but 
pithy.     "  Are  you  prepared  to  bring  forward 
the  murderer!"—"  No."— «  Then  how  can 
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you  prove  that  you  yourself  did  not  commit 
the  deed  ?  and  this  you  will  infallibly  be  re- 
quired to  do,  if  you  touch  the  corpse." — ' 
They  proceeded  on  their  way,  and  the  first 
CngKshman  remarked  that  his  pantaloons 
were  sprinkled  with  blood ;  and  immediately 
perceiving  that  he  might  become  an  object 
of  suspicion,  he  proposed  to  his  companion 
that  he  should  retire  into  the  wood  and 
change  them,  having  his  portmanteau  at 
hand.  His  friend  was  here  equally  prudent : 
**  No,"  said  he,  "  why,  innocent  as  you  are, 
give  additional  reason  of  suspicion,  if  we 
happen  to  be  apprehended?" — They  rode 
on,  and  at  the  first  small  town  were  stopped 
by  the  armed  police,  who  had  already  heard 
of  the  murder.  They  answered  the  usual 
interrogations,  and  were  then  asked  whether 
they  had  seen  the  murdered  body?  "Yes;'* 
«  Have  you  touched  it?''  "  No;"—"  Why 
then  this  blood  ?"  "  The  reason  is  apparent," 
said  the  Englishman,  "  look  at  the  mouth  of 
my  mule  :"  this  was  covered  with  slime  and 
blood,  which  had  actually  given  rise  to  the 
question.  On  less  ground  of  suspicion  might 
a  person  of  bad  character,  and  travelling 
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alotae,  have  been  brought  to  trials  and  per^ 
haps  to  an  ignominious  punishment !  What 
I  am  wm  gcmg  to  relate,  is  certauily  irrela- 
ti?etoUie.subjeot|  but  it  has  just  occurred 
to  my  lecoUectioDy  and  may  afford  you  some 
amusement.  I  aUude  to  the  existence  of  a 
Yery  singular  sect  in  Lisbon,  (who  also  ex- 
tend their  numbers  over  the  whole  of  Por- 
tugal)) called  "  Sebastianistos."  Incredible 
as  it  may  seem,  these  people  daily*  expect 
the  return  from  Africa  of  an  ancient  king, 
Don  Sebastian  by  liame,  fiunous  in  the  an- 
nals of  chivalry,  who  lost  his  life  in  attempt- 
ing the  conquest  of  the  country,  lliis  event 
happened  in  1578 — but  strange  rumours 
were  then  raised  concerning  it ;  the  body  of 
the  brave  prince  was  never  found,  and  it 
was  believed  that  he  had  been  spirited  away 
by  the  force  of  Moorish  enchantments.  A 
time,  however,  was  predicted  should  arrive, 
when  he  should  break  the  unholy  speU  of 
his  infidel  oppressors,  and  once  more  return 
to  bless  his  faithful  people  in  hb  native  land. 
^  The:  tale  has  been  hand^  down  to  the 
present  times  from  generation  to  generation, 
:aod  everything  connected  with  the  history 
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of  Sebastian  is  still  held  in  superstitious 
reverence.  I  told  you  that  I  had  seen  the 
chair  of  state  at  the  Moorish  palace  of  Cin- 
tra,  upon  which  he  sat  the  last  evening  he 
passed  in  this  country^  previous  to  his  &tal 
embarkation;  you  will  hardly  credit  the 
assertion^  (yet  I  assure  you  it  is  no  fiction,) 
that  we  have  repeatedly  seen  whole  sets  of 
the  SebastianistoSy  assembling  from  day  to 
day,  upon  the  heights  of  Lisbon,  gaaing 
wistfully  towards  the  sea,  and  expecting  to 
perceive  the  white  sails  of  their  hero,  return* 
ing  from  the  land  of  magic  thrall;  their 
children  are  baptized  by  his  beloved  name, 
and  I  myself  have  frequently  played  with 
one  of  these  little  Sebastians,  whose  parients 
reside  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Saldanha, 
and  who  are,  in  spite  of  their  superstitious 
belief,  very  sober-minded  rational  sort  of 
people  in  every  other  respect. 

I  had  written  thus  far,  when  a  piece  of 
intelligence  reached  us,  of  so  delightful  a 
nature,  that  every  other  idea  immediately 
faded  before  it.  We  are  coming  home. 
Home!  that  taUsmanic  word,  which  thrilk 
the  heart  of  every  child  of  Britain,  and 
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whose  full  import  can  never  be  comprehend^ 
ed  by  any  foreigner  to  the  soil.  The  same 
invaluable  friend  who  has  hitherto  cheered 
my  spirit  with  hope  of  our  return,  now  holds 
out  certainty  to  our  acceptance.  Through 
the  efforts  of  his  never-failing  and  perseve- 
ring friehdshipi  my  husband  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  a  situation  whose  official  duties 
will  require  his  presence  in  London,  and 
which  will  at  once  replace  us  in  the  midst 
of  our  old  fifiends  and  connections,  and 
restore  us  to  the  enjojrment  of  his  valued 
society.  What  do  we  not  owe  to  this  pater- 
nal solicitude!  a  solicitude  which  extends 
not  only  to  our  solid  interests,  but  to  our 
own  pecidiar  notions  of  happiness.  Many 
friends  may  be  ready  to  serve  you ;  but  it 
must  be  in  their  own  way,  not  yours :  true 
deKcacy  alone  knows  how  to  confer  an 
obligation;  but  I  cannot  write  any  more 
now  \  my  heart  is  too  full.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LVi. 

Pateo  da  Satdankft,  Jnlf. 

Th£  new  English  chape},  built  at  ,tb^  ^^- 
pense  of  the  Factory,  in  the  very  piptMresqije. 
burying  ground  I  have  formerly  mentioned, 
has  lately  been  opened,  and  reflects  great 
credit  upon  the  architect,  who  has  evinced, 
much  simple  and  appropriate  taste.''^  It  is 
Citable  of  containing  the  whole  British  po- 
pulation, which  may  amount  at  present  to 
about  800  persons;  a  portion  of  whom, 
are  Irish  Roman  Catholics.  To  thos^ 
unfortunate  strangers  who  are  doomed  to, 
leave  in  this  country  their  mortal  rems^ins,  it 
must  at  least  afford  some  consolation  tPi 
know,  that  the  funeral  rites  are  most  respect- 
ably performed,  and  that  the  spot  of  their 
interment  is  so  beautiful,  that  a  visit  to  their 

*  It  may  perhaps  be  only  doing  justice  to  mention 
that  it  was  planned  by  Mr.  Fowler  of  Great  Ormond 
Street. 
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grave  would  soothe  and  calm  the  sorrow  of 
their  surviving  friends.  Far^  far  different  to 
the  horrid  receptacles  for  the  dead^  in  the 
vicinity  of  most  other  cities,  (that  of  London 
in  particular,)  this  ground  awakens  no  char- 
nel  house  associations ;  though  the  trees 
give  a  somewhat  melancholy  shade,  every 
thing  around  is  calm,  silent,  and  cool ;  ver- 
dant shrubs  adorn  the  avenues,  and  the 
fairest  and  sweetest  flowers  are  planted  upon 
the  graves  of  those  who  once  were  sweeter 
and  more  blooming  than  themselves !  Here 
Fielding,  that  incomparable  author,  found 
hb  last  home ;  but  it  is  unmarked  even  by  a 
simple  stone !  I  was  shown  the  exact  place, 
however,  by  an  old  friend,  who  had  iiimself 
attended  his  funeral.  One  part  of  these 
grounds  was  appropriated  to  those  heroes 
who  fell  in  the  Pepinsular  war,  and  several 
monuments,  well  preserved,  point  out  the 
spot  of  earA  which  covers  many  a  brave  and 
gallant  heart.  The  Dutch  also  possess  a 
'share  of  the  inclosure,  as  well  asthe  Ger- 
man prolestants,  who  have  a  chapd  of  their 
own, -situated  not  far  from  the  convent  of 
the  Necessidades.     I  beUeve  I  have  not  yet 
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.mentioned  to  you  the  principal  Convents  of 
Lisbon;  those  for  men  are  St.  Vincente,  the 
Xrra^a,  St.  Bento,  and  St.  Domingos.  The 
former,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  gives  the  title 
of  Don  to  its  holy  inmates,  who  are  of  noble 
families,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  not  of  the 
most  humble  ideas,  for  it  is  against  their 
rules  to  walk,  when  they  go  out ;  they  are 
ako  obliged  to  appear  in  couples,  whenever 
they  are  seen  abroad ;  indjeed,  it  is  customary, 
in  many  convents,  to  forbid  the  monks  to  go 
out  singly ;  surely  this  is  not  meant  as  an 
oblique  reflection  upon  the  clergy ! 

I  admire,  as  you  may  perceive,  and  duly, 
the  superiority  of  the  Lisbon  burial  ground, 
to  most  of  those  in  my  own  country ;  and 
yet,  in  despite  of  all  which  I  have  said,  n^ 
imagination  revolts  at  the  idea  of  finally 
reposing  my  head  upon  any  pillow  but  that 
of  my  native  earth.  Strong,  indeed,  is  the 
love  of  home,  which  dwells  in  die  depths  ef 
some  hearts ;  it  mingles  with  every  idea  hnd 
influences  every  feeling.  I  too  often  fitid 
.myself,  though  no  philosopher,  gazing,  like 
the  sage  Ulysses,  in  the  direction  of  our  ^Mvn 
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dear  island ;  atiiA  in  iMs  iMtirixat,  at  leasts 
the  wisdom  of  man  and  the  irea:kness  of 
woman  coincide.  Under  these  impressions, 
you  will  not  accuse  me  of  a  want  of  taste, 
when  I  thus  compare  the  different  charms 
of  this  country  and  my  own: 


I  wish  I  were  in  yon  dear  land. 
Beyond  the  stormy  ocean's  bound  ! 

What,  though  it  boast  not  golden  strand,* 
Nor  golden  fruits  within  are  found  ! 

Hiere  myrtle  shades,  nor  weeping  vine. 
Nor  orange  groves  surprise  the  eye; 

Nor  summer  suns  intensely  shine. 
Nor  gorgeous  moons  with  day-light  vie. 

Nor  sports  the  fire-fly  all  the  night, 
In  restless  flight  from  flower  to  flower, 

Like  sparkling  gem  of  rubied  light, 
Called  into  life  by  fairy  power ! 


*  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  poets  have  ever 
celebrated  the  Tagus,  as  well  as  the  Pactolus,  as  pos- 
sessing sands  of  gold. 
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Nor  marbled  palaoes  ai^  ^ere,    >     , 
Each  with  its  hundred  menial  train  i  ;^       , 

Nor  steals  upon  the  silent  air^ 

From  convent  walls  the  midnight  strain. 

But  oh,  my  country  !  sweeter  seem 
Thy  verdant  meads,  thy  **  bo^ky. bourns;*' 

Where  placid  rivers  crystal  gleam, 
And  classic  willow  graceful  mourns ! 

And  fairer  to  thy  minstrel's  eye, 
Thy  straw-roofed  cottages  appear, 

Where  climbing  woodbines  canopy 
The  porch  to  free-born  rustic  dear ! 

Now,  even  now,  methinks  I  hear 
The  gushing  sound  of  babbling  rill — 

The  blackbird's  note,  so  wild  and  clear, 
'Mid  thousand  warblers  sweetest  still  I 

Methinks  I  see  the  dappled  fawn 

Peep  shyly  from  the  leafy  glade, 
Then  bound  along  the  velvet  lawn, 

To  seek  the  forest's  deeper  shade. 

And,  oh  I  the  scents  of  dewy*  spring. 

Unprized  on  Lusitania's  shore. 
Doth  tantalizing  memory  bring 

To  mock  my  home-sick  fancy  more  f 
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The  Swiss,  eondeamedy  tUsl  to  Toun, 
{Bf  stern  cold  Prudence'  mandate  led,) 

Still  dreams  of  his  sweet  early  home. 
Still  hopes  retam,  till  hope  is  dead. 

Then  £ul  at  once,  his  youthful  prime, 
His  niddy  health,  his  manly  strength ; 

The  yietim  of  a  foreign  clime. 

He  pines,  he  fades,  he  sinks  at  length. 
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LETTER  LVII. 

Pateo  da  Saldaiiha, 
August  13th,  1823. 

Since  the  appointment  of  Pampelona, 
the  expression  of  discontent  has  been  nearly 
universal ;  execrations,  "  deep  not  loud," 
may  be  heard  on  every  side ;  **  mais  c'est 
egal;"  he  remains  in  power,  and  is  most 
courted  by  those  who  hate  him  most.  Thi^ 
is  a  very  extraordinary  country,  king,  and 
government ;  for  by  the  laws  of  the  firs^, 
Pampelona  is  still  under  the  ban  of  his  igno- 
minious sentence,  and  the  second  has  not 
repealed  the  order  for  his  execution  as  a 
traitor,  which  extends  also  to  his  wife — she 
who  stands  with  him  condemned  to  lose  her 
head,  still  bears  it  haughtily  upon  her 
shoulders,  and  those  hands  t/et  devoted  to 
the  bloody  axe,  are  daily  extended  in  all  the 
pride  of  patronage  to  many  a  cringing  cour- 
tier, who  boasts  that  she  should  thus  have 
given  him  their  "  bluest  veins  to  kiss."    Db 

VOL.  II.  P 
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jKm  abuddejr  M  thia  pictuve  ? — ^sm^v^qpit 
cooimiaeralk)!!  s  8bei:VFh^  bears  norifoma^'i^ 
heart,  is  unworthy  of  the  tendter  intecest  dii^ 
to  the  sex.  The  speedy  arrival  of  the^Du)^^ 
d'Angouleme  is  talked  of,  in  certain  cirdes, 
but  nothing  positive  upon  the  sulsyect  is  yet 
known;  I  sboidd  think  that  many  eyes 
whieh  are  still  closed  td  the  intriguii^ 
spirit  that  wars  against  the  Eng^h  eaus^ 
will  then  efiectually  be  opened,  upon  itsap^ 
pearance  bodily — nous  verrons. 

Sir  Robert  Wilson,  having  be»i  unsuc- 
cessful in  Spain,  has  just  entered  the  port  of 
Lisbon,  and  having  ventured  imprudeaUy 
on  shore,  has  been  arrested  by  the  authocir 
ties  of  the  place;  it  is  not  yet  known  what 
will  be  determined  upon  against  hiBO^  bat<k 
is  strongly  reported  that  Pampelona,  con- 
trary to  all  reasonable  anticipation,  had  ad- 
vised that  he  should  be  suffered  to  depact 
.p^fectly  unmolested* 

The  conduct  of  the  Infiinte,  with  respect 
to  this  minister,  appears  perfectly  inexplica- 
ble ;  its  inconsistency  throws  all  rational 
conjecture  at  an  irxecoverable  distance  >**-he 
now  manifests  an  utter  detestation  of  his 
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fioeiety^  and  upon  iMing'obHgedjlti'doiniiilb- 
ance  with  <iie  rdyal  cdmmands^  t^l)rdtio«ii>;a 
hdl,  g^eB  by  Psm^ona,  trlth  faiii^t)tie6)diK>e^ 
be  tv«is  seized  by  one  of  tbodd  ttantifp^ftiM  ^ 
indignatibn  to  wbieh  be  i^  said  to  be  p&in- 
fidly  addicted :  tbe  servants^  as  ibelumt^ 
nigbt  approached,  dax^  not  ask  the  prince 
what  habit  he  would  vouchsafe  to  weat,  and 
atlengtb,  at  the  last  moment,  he  threw  hiin>- 
self  on  his  horse,  rejecting  any  otber  niode 
of  conveyance,  arid,  in  marked  dishabille, 
made  his  appearance  in  the  bidL  room; 
where,  upon  a:  throne,  porepared  fwr  his  re* 
ception,  he  remained  the  whole  of  tbe  even- 
ing gloomy  and  silent.  Report  does  ncA 
scrapie  to  affirm,  that  he  is  already  weary 
'of  his  new  distinction  as  commander-in-chief, 
which  has  been  foreseen  by  the  minister. 
One  or  two  energetic  spirits  are  s^d  to  have 
endeavoured  to  open  his  eyes  to  die  grasping 
ambition  and  crafty  policy  of  the  latter ;  nor 
did  the  prince  appear  insensible  of  i  their 
true  loyalty,  and  of  his  own  heavy  responsi-^ 
biUty:  but  amusement  is  all-powerful  to 
«ome  minds,  and  self-controul  is  a  le^on 
p2 
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l^kMrCoktenge  to.  Us'appiieiieiisioi^  aaid^ 
toi^4ilfodl  vcnr  to  be  atttunedw 
'  W^  W0t6  iaHeif  pMsent  at  a  spfencUd  ha* 
neaHHf  ^ven l^tke  Countess  A.iik  honour 
of  tHe  *approaebii^  todrriage  <if  her  flecbilA 
dmgbCer  D€«ma'Bfftm« Ji^.  The  contiwt 
hod  been  sdgned  in  1^  inoniing^  and  ali  Ihs 
ni68t  distSngt&hed  -petsmmget  in  Lisfam 
aflsiiflod;  The  loyal  prine^pleft  and  the  dis^ 
klteivrted  and  immffbetedTeneraiion  for  thchi 
sdveM^ns  of  ihe  whole'  houve'  ^f  A*-^-^  is 
univorsaly  knowra  and  acknowledged;  >  I 
was,  therefore,  not^nrprned  to  pcredve  the 
fine  countenance  of  its  graeefbl  representa-* 
tive  illuminated  with 'the  most  i^adiaht  ex- 
pression (tf  pleasure,  fts  she  conversed  with 
diediflEerent ministers  upon  the  subject  of 
the  recent  diange.  The  perusal  of  their 
several  physiognomies  afforded  me  the  most 
interesting  subject  of  speculation :  you  know 
my  theory  is  formed  neither  upon  the  rules 
of  Lavater  nor  Gall;  nor  am  I  mad  enough 
to  defend  it  as  in&Uible ;  yet,  the  (fondusiond 
I  have  drawn  have  almost  always  beeft  just; 
and  this  heightens  my  enjoyment  of- the 
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s4oieKiC9^:  i£  a^donoe  it  nay  be  gpSM,  rwUifil^f 
in  my  case^  is  destiiute  of  anji  fioi^iiaife^^ 
and  yet  is  as  often  ccowned  with  juc^ss 
as  that  of  maitbematics.  itself.  The  Cotcnt^sa 
Alva  was  present;  I  know  not  if  I  ba^, 
ever  mentioii^d  tliis  lady  to  you  in  a^y  fopr*- 
xner  letter;  if  not|  I  have  been  guilty  of ^' 
great  omission,  £»r  she  iB  coaaidcffied  to  he 
one  of  the  most  acoomplished  wbtoen  in 
Fortugaly  aitd  her  mamier  and  eoniversation 
hkve  ev^r  dtmek  me  aa  singularly  ^amiable^ 
and  ^tinguishdd:  she  is  tibe  sistcit  of  the 
Cdnde  (now  Marquis)  Palmella.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LVm. 

Pateo  da  Saldanhay 
August,  1823. 

THE^.report,  .mentioned  in  my  last^  of  Sir 
Robert  Wibon^s  having  come  cm  8h(»r^  I 
now  find  to  haye  been  incorrect:  he  is 
arrested,  but  remains  <mi  board  his  Tessel; 
but  he;  has  either  sent,  or  the  king  has  de* 
ma^dedi  his  .order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword, 
bestowed  formerly  in  acknowledgment  of 
the  distingubhed  services  he  had  rendered 
to  this  country  during  the  Peninsular  war.**— 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  subeeqtient 
errors  of  conduct,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
ihe  king  would  have  displayed  a  laudable 
forbearance,  and  a  judicious  magnammity, 
had  Sir  Robert  carried  this  order  with  him 
to  the  grave. 

V  The  French  Ambassador,  Mons.  Hyde 
de  Neuville,  lately  landed  here,  under  ve- 
peated  salutations,  and  the  Patriarch  is  daily 
expected  to  return  from  his  banishment,  in 
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grand  state ;  the  ceremony  will  be  pre-emi- 
nently solemn,  and  also  as  magnificent  as 
the  present  exhausted  state  of  finance  will 
allow.  We  were  lately  at  ^  gay  soiree,  given 
by  the  Viscountess  de  T.  where  the  brilliant 
musical  performance  of  her  elegant  daughters 
formed  the  chief  attraction  of  the  evening. 
Here  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  sit  ne±t  to 
a  friend,  who  was  invaluable  to  me  as  a  sort 
of  Mable  boitetix—AAR  perfect  knowledge  of 
the  world  in  general,  and  of  that  of  Lisbon 
in  particalar,  afford  me  the  most  piqimnt 
fepeci6s  of  amusement.  Two  or  three  anec- 
dotes I  cannot  fbrbear  relating,  as  they  are 
httitibnaMy  characteristtc.  A  beautiful  wo- 
man, covered  with  jewels,  entered  the  room ; 
f^  That  lady  (said  my  diable)  is  the  young 
^btid^  of  the  Conde  *  *  *;  her  wit  is  not  ex- 
ketly  equal  to  her  beauty,  but  she  fixed  the 
roviiig  indinations  of  her  lord,  who  is  the 
I>on  Juan  of  this  country,  and  has  made  and 
broken  no  less  than  eight  contracts  of  mar- 
>ri9ge,  with  daughters  of  some  of  the  first 
hoases';  he  saw  her  leaning  from  her  balcony 
bne  evening  as  he  accidentally  passed  on 
nhotsebaek,  and  wooed  her  in  the  equestrian 
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§fid  iotkv\sig  vp  mutte  i^ws  of  ad^MtatuHi^ 
lui^il  l^  had  gained  bar  favourable  atteotioo. 
Xb$  in,o(;her..of  (iie  lady  receiyii^  furtbcpr 
iofQsmatkm  of  bis  rank  and  fortune  and 
bonqurable  ^(^ntionBi  by  means  of  a  female 
co;^tf*abandista ,  (or  smuggler)  employed  as 
bis  jagent,  (still  a-la-mode  de  Portugal})  was 
enraptured  at  the  prospect  of  so  brilliant  an 
alliance;  bis  pioirality  was  not  tbou^t  ^ 
and  tbe  marrii^  took  placei  in  as  short  a 
time  as  possible^  lest  tl^  hero  should  again 
change  his  mind  ere  it  was  concluded.'*  This 
mode  of  courtship  is  very  common  among 
the  Portugueze ;  they  express  tbeir  wishes 
^nd  vfiake  known  their  intentions  by  a  thou*- 
sand  expressive  signs :,  indeed^  the  language 
of  the  fingers  and  eyes  is  as  well  understood 
here  as  in  Spain*.  I  myself  oncf^  accidentally 
)f  itnessed  a  scene  of  this  kindi  which  wa^ 
Co;icluded  by  the  man's  claspii^  his  hajods 
togetheri  as  he  stood  on  tiptoe  bei^eath  the 
latticed  windpw  of  his  dark-eyed  laughing 
inamorata.  "  Do  you  know  wIhU;  that 
action  signifies?"  said  a  person  who  was 
with  me«  and  who  was  accustomed  to  the 
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Airtih<^  eaittioi^0d  by  my  ^^feet  iUbmtiB^ 

fu^  to^  appeat  ofteEii  at  &e  mndbWs^^or  t6 

retum^  too  cony teously  the  bowifij^  s^dhxtittkms 

I  might  cham^  to  teemYt  &om  any  df  my 

aGquaintance  moimted  ^ti  oaPaUer,  cmless  I 

isrtshed  to-tedte-the  curiosity  of  the  Beigb* 

fr^iurhood*    A  hint  whieh^  yoii  wffl  ireadily 

imagine^  I  <fid  not  neglect — ^but  tiiis  is  a 

long  digression;   I  retnm  to  my^  subject. 

**  Look  at  that  graoeAil  aiid  elegant  woman^ 

who  is  receiving  the  complimehts  of  iso  many 

{MSrsons/'  contiiiued  my  diable^  ^'  herbefauty 

is  of  an  Engiii^  character  $*'—*^  and  her 

taste  in  dress  also/'  I  rejoined;   "  for  you 

see  she  has  chosen  a  plain  robe  bf  white ; 

only  a  few  pearls  ornament  her  fair  neck, 

and  the  rich  tresses  of  her  dark  auburn  hair 

are  cmifined  simply  with  a   tortoise-ehell 

oomb." — "  She  is  the  wife  df  the  Conde  de 

S.  L.*'  said  my  informant,  *'  the  mother  of 

several  lovely  children,  and  h^r  dr  of  Ian* 

gcior  and  suflfering,  which  is  too  apparent 

iiot  to  be  remarked,  is  in  consequence  of  the 

etuel  privations  and  anxieties  she  lately  en^ 
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dttrQ4rdafii1g  bfff  bswsbmeiit  hy  the  ^OBBtir 
•ta69ml.gq¥€animeDl,  to  a  barcen  aod^rei^ 
ACane  oS  the  most  d^olate  ^olitu^e ;  she  tu^ 
^ompanied  her  husband  io  thia  hondd^  plltoeb 
Md  in  miiiisteriDg  to  his  health  has  lost  her 
owiu"  Maay  similar  sketcdies  of  character 
urere  rnnde  by  my  spirited  coD^anion  in  the 
tconrae  of  this  evening ;  but  I  will  conclude 
with  the  exhibition  of  one,  which  made  such 
an  impression  upon  my  imagination,  that 
when  I  was  in  my  turn  presented  to  its  ori- 
gin|i],  I  could  with  difficulty  repress  a  shud* 
dering  sensation  of  horror  and  dismay. — 
^^  Observe  that  lady,  who  is  seated  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  apartment,'*  said  my  Asmo- 
deus;  "  do  you  see  her  airs  of  haughty  noo*- 
ehalance? — ^as  yon  courtier  approaches  to 
kiss  her  hand,  her  proud  heart  prompts  her 
to  extend  her  foot  in  its  stead ;  she  burns 
to  plant  it  upon  the  neck  of  every  individual 
present,  that  of  her  husband  not  excepted. 
Did  you  remark  the  expression  of  her  livid 
countenance?" — "  Dreadful!  it  is  the  very 
worst  I  ever  beheld ;  I  can  scarcely  compre- 
hend its-  singular  character:  were  I  not 
fifraid  to  utter  so  harsh  a  conjecture  upon  a 
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perdon  who  is  udknoiim  to  toe,  I  shduld  ^ay, 
that  idome  dark  crime  was  stamped  upon  bet 
brow/*  "  You  are  not  deceived ;  she  is  said 
to  be  the  murderess  of  her  first  husbandi  in 
order  to  give  her  favoured  lover  a  legal 
daim  to  her  society.''  By  what  means  the 
narratCHT  became  acquainted  with  her  guUt 
i  cannot  tell ;  but  I  was  solemnly  assured  of 
its  certainty ;  and  yet  this  Messidina  is  re- 
ceived in  sodety^  and  gives  the  most  magni*^ 
ficent  entertainments ;  at  the  last  of  which^ 
a  person  of  our  acquaintance  refused  to 
partake  of  some  lemonade  which  the  hostess 
pressed  upon  his  acceptance,  in  a  manner 
so  strange  and  sinister,  as  to  awaken  con- 
fused thoughts  of  poison  in  the  mind  of  her 
guest.  This  is  a  portrait  in  the  true  Rem- 
brandt style;  the  depth  of  its  shadows 
appals  the  very  soul !  Adieu. 
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LETTER  LIX. 

'    '-  St.  Amaro,  Aug.  20tJi,  1823:* 

You  will  be  surpriaed  at  tlie?  date  of  th» ;: 
Imt  we  have  left  oimfisetty.ifQSla^&Ariog  to 
incDmmode  L<Hrd  Beresfiwd^  who  k  dauif. 
expected  to  amve,  md  have. taken  lij^ouc 
leeUeatee  in  a  heme.  caUed  the  '^  Eahsetta," 
^de  pelaoe,)  wfaidi  we  had  ihougl^  it  pinr. 
deiit  to  hire  (fof  lihe  usaal  period  jof.tia 
men  As,  if  we  took  it  at  all)  some  weeks  ago» 
when  we  weie  ^eatened  by  the  legaLopfi^ 
nmts  of  Lord  Beiesford  with  a.  fcHoeiWeL 
ejectment  from  the  Saldanha  residence^  I 
believe  I  never  yet  told  you  of  the  disagceet 
able  predicament  in  which  we  were  at  tkai 
time  involved.  At  one  period,  during  die 
last  days  of  the  constitutional  reign,  the  pei^ 
son  calling  himself  the  true  proprietor  of  the 
SiManha  property,  declared  his  determina- 
thm  of  making  good  his  entrance  tbroeigh 
the  medium  of  the  battering  ram,  since  the 
sapping  and  mining  process  of  the  law  was 
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too  tardy  in  operation  to  satisfy  bis  impa- 
tience. We  were  advised  by  tbe  competent 
autborities  on  tbe  otber  side  to  make  tbe 
most  vigorous  resistance,  and  I  bad  accord- 
ingly tbe  pleasitre  of  living  for  some  days  in 
a  state  of  siege,  keeping  every  door  an&  gate 
barred, "and  sufibring  a  tbousand  ippreben*' 
SEions,  wbibb  appear  ridicnkms  now  tbey  are 
at  ah  end,  altbough  tbey  werc^  not  a  Htde 
annoying  at  tiie  moment. 

St.  Amai*o  is  ft  pretty  baUtation,  compa- 
ratively speaking^  witb  a  prodigious  number 
ofrooms,  wbicb  would  be  superfluous  to  us 
in  our  own  country,  altbougb,  from  babit, 
we  now  find  a  use  for  tbem  all.  It  would  be 
impossible  to  remain  bere  in  tbe  winter 
season;  as  tbere  is  not  only  tbe  usual 
absence  of  fireplaces,  but  every  door  and 
window  (tbe  former  more  in  number  to  eaeb 
apkrtment  tban  tbe  latter,  in  tbe  usual  Poiv 
tugiaeze  fasbion)  is  so  rudely  and  awkwardly 
ccmstrueted  as  to  admit  the  rain  and  wind  in 
every  direction ;  but  it  answers  oqr  purpose^ 
at  this  time  of  tbe  year  perfectly  well;  and 
is  Jsuperior  ih  one  point  even  to  tbe  viBa  we 
have  quitted :  I  allude  to  tbe  iree  and  pure  ak 
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which,  from  its  standing  upon  very  elevated 
ground,  we  enjoy  here  in  a  pre-eminent  de- 
gree. Invalids  are  generally  sent  to  breathe 
the  air  of  St.  Amaro,  when  all  other  remedies 
fail :  but  the  first  night  of  our  arrival,  the 
wind  being  very  high,  I  thought  we  should 
have  been  literally  blown  away !  not  a  candle 
would  remain  lighted  in  any  room  of  the 
house,' and  I  began  to  thioi:,  that  we  musi 
have  recourse  to  the  stable  lanthoms,  if  we 
did  not  wish  to  remain  in  total  darkness* 
The  view  from  our  windows  is  very  entem 
sive;  Lisbon,  hanging,  like  some  snowy 
aerial  city,  upon  her  seven  rocky  hills^  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  majestic  Tagus  on  the 
other,  flowing  onwards  to  the  ocean,  wfaode 
heaving  world  of  dark  blue  waters  we  can 
discern  far  beyond  the  entrance  to  the  harr 
hour.    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LX.         ' 

St.  Amaro,  Aug.  25th. 

The  pleasures  of  ambition  have  ever  ap«- 
peared  to  me  few  in  number^  and  very 
imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  in  quality ;  and 
I  should  imagine  this  to  be  felt  more  parti** 
cularly  by  those  who  are  here  elevated  td 
the  helm  of  state^  in  such  a  disastrous  and 
preearious  position  of  the  country.  Every 
day  seems  to  add  to  the  embarrassment  of 
the  ministry,  and  how  or  whether  they  will 
ultimately  succeed  in  restoring  a  more  pros- 
perous order  of  things,  is  perhaps  more 
painful  than  difficult  to  conjecture,  Bahia 
was  evacuated  by  the  Portugueze  troops  ori 
the  2d  of  July,  and  also  by  nearly  the  whole 
of  its  inhabitants :  the  British  ship  Porcu-^ 
pine  is  just  arrived  from  thence,  having  left, 
on  the  4th,  a  convoy  of  at  least  eighty 
vessels  of  different  nations^  containing  the 
troops  and  persons  I  have  mentioned.  Be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty  men  of  war  form 
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past  of  tkk  oonrdy,  and  diey  cooliBoe  to 
anrhe  daily.  Lord  Cochrane,  by  conuBand 
of  the  Emperor  of  the  Braifls  Don  Podio, 
was  fiillowhig  dMWi  doedy  «h«i  the  f^Mea- 
pine  came  away. .  The  king  has  erevhecai 
partiedariy  jcMiloiMi  of  his  ddcst  floi%  aodjit 
is.to  be  fefl»ed  Uiat  this  fresh  denmsstii^aai 
of  colonial  iodependeiiee  wiR^fi»t  Utt  moat^ 
painfiilly.  R^Knrt  affirms  that  4he  sudd^ 
detenmnation  of  th^  people  to  abandoiv 
Babiawas  made  upon  receipt  o^intelfig^ned 
from  this  country^  that  the  laie  goi^endant 
had  refused  to  hoBour  certain  biOd  draWB  rk 
favour  of|  or  by>  the  mevchaiits  of  the  pli^ee^ 
for  provisions  and  necessaries  supplied  ti^t 
the  troops  when  in  a  state  of  grcfat  dis^eesi^ 
General  Madeira,  who  c<H»maRded,  haabet^ 
haved  wi^  far  more  consbtency  of  principle  ^ 
as  well  as  personal  valour,  in  the  deSoio^^, 
Bahia,  than  any  of  the  constitutiomd  heiveft: 
of  whom  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have 
beards  and  it  appears  hard  that  bis  reoepi 
tion  in  Lisbon,  upon  bis  retumj  should,  he 
of  so  chilling  and  disheartening  a  nature^  as 
(to  say  die  least)  it  will  certainly  prove.  He 
has  yet  to  leam^  that  in  fkithfblly^be^g 
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Urn  tmAon  of  ''  el  itoy  ComiitfMdnM;'  hd 
haft^jinntd  past  forgiveness  against  ^'elRejr- 

.  Ytltf  eonaicterabie  arrears  of  pay  are  due^ 
iHtdi  to  tke  army  and  navy;  but  how  they 
are  to  bodisduarged,  no  oneiaabfeto  dirine^ 
at  the  treasury  is  now  completely  a  name, 
aad  the  reaonrees  of  die  country  are  dread- 
fiifiy  exhausted.  The  soldiery  condntie  ta 
be  discontented  and  turbulenti  and  this  ad- 
dation«  c^  at  least  ten  thousand  men^  will 
hardly  hnprove  the  state  of  affithrs.  There 
are  startling  reports  also  in  circulation,  rela- 
tive to  the  island  of  ^ Madeira;  ontheS2d 
die  king  dispatched  two  ships  of  war  to  that 
placdi  with  criminal  judges  to  the  number  of 
six  on  board,  who  were  accompanied  by  that 
very  important  appendage  to  the  law — the 
-hangman :  it  is  suspected  that  the  govjern- 
ment  intend  to  make  a  few  terrific  examples 
there,  where  it  b  safer  to  indulge  in  a  vin- 
dictive course  of  law,  than  in  this  country ; 
more  particularly  as  they  will  be  out  of  the 
sight  of  Don  Joao,  whose  best  point  of  cha- 
raeter  is  an.  aversion  to  the  shedding  of 
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blood;   indeed,  he  e^en  earries  lenity  to  a 
dangerous  excess. 

An  attack  will  probably  be  made  agatlist 
the  Freemasons,  who  are  at  present,  objects 
of  peculiar  dread  and  hostility ;  it  was  only 
a  short  tiaaeago  that  I  heard  a  Portugueze 
gendenmn  gravely  assert  that  he  bdfieved 
they  practised  many,  of  ^tbe  occult  arts,  that 
of  sorcery  included*  The  Jews  alsa  sure  be- 
ginning to  be  more.unpdpitkrtbaD.  usual: 
and  itis  ptetty  coufblenfAyb^lii^ir^  di^ 
such  prejudice  is  eiieouraged  in  ordess  rto 
pave  tibe  way. for  ike  re-estaUidimeiitiof  this 
Inquisition.  How  infi^tely  painful  is  it  to 
reflect^  Uiat  whole  nations  of  our  ^foUov 
creatures  may  thus.be  tbnist  onee  min^by 
the.  iron  hand  of  power,  into  that  depth,  of 
mental  darkness,  firom  whence  they  hadlwt 
just. begun  to  emerge!  What  specie^  of 
domiidon  is  that,  which,  to  secure  il(^  own 
atabifitjr,  finds  it  indispensable  to>  pi|l  %6t 
the  eyes  of  its  slaves  i  :  The  sul^fact;  nv^  not 
bear  ^Ln  arigument ;  reasoao,  jus^,  a^ 
humamty,  turn,  ^kening  and .  uidignMil, 
froB^  its  audacious  sophistry.  Itis  s^d^Aat 
a  memorial,  signed  l^  two  hundsed^ofttlke 
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most  respectable  inhabitants  of  Madeira, 
has  been  sent  to  the  Britbh  government; 
setting  forth  the  inability  of  Portugal  to  de« 
feiid  her  colonies,  and  requesting  to  be 
received  under  the  protection  of  England, 
whose  laws  they  deBire  to  adopt  At  the 
same  time  they  are  reported  to  hoveoffisred 
certain  advantages,  which  she  might  consider 
ds^  not  wholly  unacc^table» 

Lftst  week  the  Patriarch  made  his^  solemn 
entry  into  Lisbcn,  and  was  received  by  his 
Majesty  with  most  dtstinguiiriied  honours. — > 
I  am  endeavooring  to  beguile  my  impa<i«ice 
to  return  home,  by  thus  dilating  upon  public 
events,  but  I  confess  that  my  selfish  heart 
is  wholfy  engrossed  by  f>rivate  concerns  and 
feelings. — Paciencia!  How  often  am  I 
recsiUed  to  a  calmer  tone  of  mind  by  Ais 
expression  from  my  cKiferent  Portuguero 
'dcqiudntance!  I  shall  hever  fbi^et  die  con- 
-dMted  wisdom  of  the  exprisssioh,  not  ano- 
ther'flfi-significant  word,  whkA  is  ever  on 
Atir  lips,  and  which  is  wholly  untranslat- 
ftlAe — *^  saudadesJ*  How  am  I  to  make  you 
imderstand  its  varied  ineaniiigs,  or  appre- 
ciate theelegance  of  its  frequent  application? 
q2 
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If  you  are  kaving  a  person  you  love,  you 
would  beseech  him  or  her  *^  to  retain  sauda- 
des  for  your  memory ;"  if  you  send  a  cheer- 
ful salutation  to  absent  friends,  ^^  you  waft 
them  a  thousand  saudadesJ'  The  other  day 
I  was  sitting  at  my  window  in  a  joyous 
mood,  gazing  upon  the  sea  and  thinking  of 
England;  I  beUeve  I  looked  the  happiness 
I  felt,  for  my  Portugueze  nurse  observed, 
with  a  significant  smile,  that  ^^  many  saudades 
awaited  me  in  my  native  land;  but  oh,"  she 
exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  sudden  grief,  and 
passionately  kissing  the  infant  in  her  arms, 
^^  what  saudades  will  it  cost  me,  when  I 
thmk  of  this  child  r 

The  affectionate 'fervour  of  manner  to- 
wards those  they  esteem,  peculiar  to  the 
females  of  Portugal  in  every  rank  of  life,  is 
to  me  highly  agreeable  and  engaging ;  if  I 
enter  the  opera  box,  the  ball  room,  or  the  re- 
tirement of  a  friend  here,  she  equally  springs 
forward  to  greet  me,  and  without  a  thought 
of  those  who  may  or  may  not  be  present, 
she  .embraces  me  kindly,  and  perhaps  be- 
stows a  kiss  in  addition ;  self  is  iinremem- 
bered,  in  the  pleasure  of  meeting  another. 
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In  England^  on  the  contrary^  how  chilling  is 
the  reception,  generally  speaking,  which  you 
receive  even  from  the  most  intimate  connec- 
tion, if  what  is  called  "  company"  are  wit- 
nesses to  your  entrance!  An  English- 
woman must  appear  to  a  foreigner  pre-emi- 
nently egotistical,  for  she  never  loses  gight 
of  her  own  effect  j  perpetually  watching  the 
eyes  of  all,  she  is  for  ever  afraid  of  "  com- 
mitting herself"  by  following  the  genuine 
impulse  of  her  heart.  Is  this  shyness,  pride, 
or  folly  ?  perhaps  a  mixture  of  all,  with  thig 
extenuating  addition — **  the  force  of  habit, 
induced  by  a  mistaken  system  of  education.*' 
Now  will  your  national  feelings  be  up  in 
arms  against  me,  and  perhaps  I  shall  be  ac-^ 
cused  of  having  become  a  recreant  to  those 
principles  of  delicacy  and  propriety  which 
form  the  just  distinction  of  my  fair  country- 
women; believe  me,  you  would  do  me  wrong, 
I  love  my  country,  and  its  inhabitants ;  I  am 
even  more  proud  than  ever  in  feeling  myself 
^n  Englishwoman ;  and  it  is  therefore  that  I 
r.egret  that  unamiable  and  unnatural  frigidity 
of;tnanner,  which  time  and  a  continued  in- 
tercourse with  the  rest  of  the  world,-  wi|l  one 
day,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  subdue.     Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXI. 

St.  Amaro. 

In  the  midst  of  my  impatience  to  leave 
this  country,  I  feel  that  at  all  events  I  ought 
to  be  thankful  that  circumstances  obliged 
us  td  occupy  our  present  residence,  during 
the  time  we  may  yet  have  to  remain  here; 
already  the  English  rose  begins  to  revive 
upon  the  cheek  of  my  boy,  and  I  myself 
enjoy  the  gradual  return  of  physical  anima- 
tion, in  consequence  of  being  able  to  walk 
every  morning  and  evening  upon  the  sort 
of  down,  on  which  our  house  is  built;  so 
much  for  the  bracing  influence  of  cooler  air! 
It  is  really  a  delightful  variety  to  move  by 
means  of  two  legs,  after  having  so  long  been 
accustomed  to  four.  If  I  had  staid  much 
longer  in  Portugal,  I  believe  I  should  have 
forgotten  the  use  of  my  limbs  altogether. 
The  indolent  habits  of  the  females  who  do 
not  dance,  or  are  of  a  certain  age,  in  the 
upper  classes  of  society,    resemble  those 
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tyhich  are  described  in  the  account  of  an 
eastern  harem.  It  has  only  been  of  late 
years5  that  women  have  learnt  how  to  sit 
upon  chairs;  and  even  now,  I  know  that 
many  of  the  elder  ladies,  who  are  too  much 
attached  to  the  customs  of  their  youth  easily 
to  change,  continue  to  sit  with  their  legs 
crossed,  and  doubled  under  them,  in  the 
ancient  Moorish  fashion,  even  upon  chairs, 
fondly  persuading  themselves  that  their 
posture  is  unobserved,  as  they  take  care  to 
let  the  petticoat  fall  over  the  space  where 
the  legs  ought  to  be. .  I  must  teH  you  an 
anecdote  which  was  related  to  me  not  long 
since,  by  an  arch  Uttle  donna  of  the  new 
school>  relative  to  the  puritanos  of  this 
country,  for  the  truth  of  which,  however,  I 
will  by  no  means  vouch ;  but  first  I  ought  to 
explain,  what  I  believe  I  have  never  yet 
done,  the  meaning  of  the  term  puritano. 
It  is  the  distinctive  appellation  of  that  class 
of  the  nobility,  who  pretend  to  trace  their 
descent  from  a  source  too  high  and  remote 
for  common  minds  to  conceive;  and  who 
have  carefully  preserved  the  purity  of  their 
blood,  by  never  haying  permitted  an  alliance 
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with  any  person  of  inferior  birth  to  take 
place  among  them.  These  high  personages 
are  (or  rather  used  to  be,  for  I  really  believe, 
the  absurdity  of  their  pretensions  is  now 
beginning  to  be  viewedi  even  by  themselves, 
in  its  true  light)  extremely  cautious  in  the 
choice  of  their  society,  confining  themselves 
almost  exclusively  to  that  of  their  equak  in 
rank.  Once  on  a  time  then,  it  happened, 
that  a  knot  of  puritana  dames  were  dis- 
cussing the  subject  of  who  was,  or  who  was 
not,  properly  qualified  for  the  high  honour 
of  their  acquaintance.  "  If  the  Virgin  Mary 
were  alive,"  said  one,  "  we  could  not  visit 
her,  you  know,  on  account  of  her  plebeian 
rank  in  life.**  '*  I  can  hardly  decide,**  repHed 
another — '*  she  is  entitled  to  our  adoration 
dead  or  live.**  At  length  the  matter  was 
settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody,  by 
the  fiat  of  an  ancient  Marqueza,  the  oracle 
of  the  party. — "  Yes,'*  said  she,  "  we  might 
visit  the  Virgin,  on  account  of  her  being  so 
highly  connected;  she  is,  you  know,  the 
Mother  of  G — d  !*'  I  have  been  passing 
an  hour  this  evening  (as  I  have  often  done 
before)  in  the  style  of  Spanish  rather  than 
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of  Portugueze  romance,  amusing  myself  with 
the  guitar ;  but  the  ladies  of  both  countries, 
in  these  modern  days,  are  too  apt  to  abandon 
their  sweet  native  modinhas  for  the  brilliant 
varieties  of  Rossini's  music.  In  Spain  the 
barbers  almost  monopolize  this  instrument^ 
and  take  their  customers  by  the  ears  as  well 
as  by  the  nose  ;  but  I  am  of  a  different  way 
of  thinking,  and  have  been  sitting  in  a  bal- 
cony, which  projects  beyond  my  window,  in 
the  brief  but  sweet  twilight  of  this  climate, 
enjoying  the  mild  sea  breeze,  and  watching 
the  gradually  increasing  brilliancy  of  that 
gem  of  heaven,  the  evening  star ;  my  only 
auditors  a  flock  of  rough  looking  goats, 
whose  collar  bells  mingled  not  unmusically 
with  my  voice,  as  they  browzed  on  the  scanty 
herbage  beneath. 

Adieu. 
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LSTTERLXU. 

St.  AmarOi 

The  British  minister^  Snr  Edward  Thom- 
ton,  is  at  last  arrived ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  his  judicious  counsels  will  be  of  much 
serrice  to  his  majesty,  who,  poor  man,  has 
much  occasion  for  conscientious  advisers,  in 
these  difficult  times ;  and  the  more  so,  as  ihe 
French  party  have  betrayed  the  most  palpa- 
ble anxiety  to  possess  themselves  exclusively 
of  the  royal  ear. 

There  is  a  great  deal  said  about  the 
modified  constitution  which  the  king  had 
solemnly  promised  to  bestow  Upon  his  peo- 
ple, and  which  his  ministers  are  also  said  to 
be  at  this  moment  composing;  but  it  is 
shtewdly  suspected  that  nothing  is  further 
from  their  intentions  than  to  perform  this 
promise;  the  king  will. remain  absolute  in 
name,  his  ministers  in  reality,  and  every  hope 
of  a  constitution  will  soon  expire,  even  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  most  credulous  and  san- 
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guine.  The  very  persons  who  once  counsel- 
led Don  Joao  to  bestow  the  boon^  at  the 
tune  when  the  old  government  began  to 
totter,  now  find  it  more  convjonient  to  advise 
him  as  strongly  against  it  An  instance  of 
courage  and  singleness  of  mind,  which  was 
^tely  displayed  in  the  conduct  of  a  Portu- 
gueze  gentleman  of  known  talent,  forms  a 
brilhant  contrast  to  that  of  too  many  of  bis 
countrymen.  The  king  having  intimated 
that  he  had  appointed  him  to  some  high 
official  situation,  this  gentleman  returned 
the  most  grateful  and  manly  acknowledg- 
ments for  such  a  mark  of  his  sovereign's 
fiivour,  but  declined  to  accept  it ;  *'  I  am  a 
freemason,"  said  he.  ^*I  know  that  the 
order  is  considered  as  obnoxious  to  your 
majesty,  and  that  of  late  it  has  been  rigor- 
ously denounced;  but  I  avow  that  I  belong 
to  the  fraternity,  although  nether  dema- 
gogue nor  traitor.  I  cannot  honouraUy 
accept  the  office  proposed  to  me  by  your 
majesty,  because  I  should  then  be  restricted 
from  speaking  truth ;  your  majesty  is  at  this 
moment  encircled  by  freemasons ;  the  illus- 
trious gentlemen  who  share  your  highest 
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confidence  belong  at  this  moment  to  three 
lodges;  they  find  it  advisable  to  counsel 
your  majesty  m  a  difibrent  manner  to  that 
which  my  conscience  would  allow  me*do;  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say." 

Why  are  there  not  more  of  these  honour- 
able characters  ?  The  reason  is  too  evident ; 
•*  Kings  seldom  know  how  to  appreciate 
their  worth."  The  Queen  is  said  to  be  in  a 
terrible  state  of  temper^  on  account  of  the 
bad  news  from  Bahia;  the  island  of  San 
Miguel  and  another  (whose  name  has  es- 
caped my  recollection)  have  openly  declared 
for  the  constitution.  Several  of  the  Portu- 
gueze  ships,  chased  by  Liord  Cochrane,  are 
comd  into  the  river,  dismasted,  and  knocked 
all  to  pieces ;  and  it  is  even  reported  that 
he  has  captured  fourteen  sail  of  the  line 

We  dined,  lately,  at  one  of  the  country 
seats  of  Donna  Pepina,  the  newly  married 

daughter  of  the  Countess  A ,  where  her 

husband  received  us  with  frank  and  hospi- 
table courtesy;  the  house  is  small,  cool, 
and  rural  in  its  style ;  but  the  surrounding 
quinta  is  very  extensive,  and  bears  some  faint 
resemblance  to  an  English  park ;  we  accomr 
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panied  them  the  following  night  to  the 
opera,  where  the  fair  bride  dazzled  every 
eye  by  the  magnificence  of  her  nuptial 
splendour.   •  Adieu. 
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St.  AmarOy  5th  September. 

The  King  has  expressed  himself  to  be 
greatly  delighted  at  the  arrival  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Thornton^  although  thb  influence  of 
the  French  party  is  daily  gainmg  ground; 
Hyde  de  Neuville's  principles  of  extreme 
right,  it  is  fearedj  may  work  us  extreme 
wrong;  that  is^  if  we  are  tame  enough  to 
suffer  it.  There  is  another  Frenchman  im- 
mediately expected  without  delay,  who  wiD 
invest  the  king  with  the  order  of  the  Scnnt 
Esprit,*  he  has  more  need  of  V Esprit  Sain! 
— (but  this,  par  parenthese.)  Another  fri- 
gate and  a  man  of  war  are  arrived,  bringing 
out  Sir  George  Nayler  and  the  long  ex- 
pected—Garter !  The  king  is  said  to  be  in 
raptures^  and  daily  hurries  on  his  surgeons 
in  tile  core  of  his  affected  leg,  in  order  to  be 
in  a  fit  state  to  receive  the  investiture. — 
(15th.)— -I  was  interrupted  when  I  had  writ- 
ten thus  far,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
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renew  my  narrative  until  now.  My  beloved 
friend  dined  with  me  to-day,  at  a  very  early 
hour,  t^te-a-t£te ;  and  with  the  exception  of 
next  Monday,  when  she  has  asked  us  to 
meet  the  French  ambassador's  party  at  her 
own  house,  I  fear  this  may  be  the  last  time 
I  may  see  her;  for  I  shall  endeavour  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  the  sufferings  of  a  decided 
farewell ;  you  can  hardly  imagine  the  pain  it 
gives  rae,  when  I  think  of  the  separation; 
nor  can  I  look  at  her  without  tears.  The 
warmth  of  female  friendship  in  this  country, 
when  once  sincerely  felt,  would  amaze  most 
Englishwomen;  I  shall  never  meet  with  it 
again ! 

19th.  Another  long  interruption;  I  be- 
lieve there  is  some  spell  against  my  con- 
cluding this  letter  in  peace.  The  English 
naval  officers  have  been  f  &ted  and  invited 
everywhere  by  those  Portugueze  who  are 
of  thdr  side  in  politics.  We  meet  them  in 
afi  parts  of  the  city  and  its  environs,  curiously 
surveying  the  peculiarities  of  the  plkce; 
some  of  them  lately  cUmbed  the  heights  of 
our  St.  Amaro,  and  visited  its  church,  to 
view  the  extraordinary  qujuitity  of  waxen 
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legSy  armSy  hands  and  feet,  &c.  which  are 
daily  offered  at  the  shrine  of  the  saint ;  and 
more  particularly  by  the  gallegos,  whose 
patron  he  b*  When  anybody  has  a  com- 
plaint in  one  or  other  of  these  members,  he 
drags  himself  (no  matter  how  painfully)  up 
to  the  summit  of  the  steep  acclivity  on  which 
the  church  stands,  to  implore  a  cure  from 
St  Amaro ;  the  king  ako  has  sent  the  mo- 
del of  his  own  leg,  as  a  votive  ofibring  to  the 
shrine*    Adieu. 
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LETTER  LXIV. 

St.  Amaro,  Sept. 

Qvit,  deip^urture  beii^  yetdeU^yed*  we  havj^ 
taJken.the  opppituiuty  of  paying  a,  farewell 
vi^it?  to  some  Portiugui^Q  fiie^^^j^  i^t  theii^ 
country  re^i4€tQC^  a  {^yr  i](iye$  di^t^^t  (xom 
Lisbon,  and  npt  fi^r  froi;|[i;t;]i)e(Sbpres  of  the 
Ti^s,  The  whole  siqen^  I  there  witQessecU 
W.as  so,singu)ar,  so^  ca%ir\^  sp.i^tteif^  unlikfj 
fLUy  I  I^d  ev^r  b^for^  9^?n,^  t^t  in  now; 
Ipo^g  back  upo^  it,,  i^  appeai^s  lik^  i^  ^ p-* 
mantic  and  fjaacifid  di^ea^  ex  a  v^ion  of 
spm^  primitive  and  pastoral  age,  long  since 
gone  by;'  conjured  back  for  a  space  by  the 
force  of  ^  vivid  imagu;iatio]pt.  We  went  bj5 
water,  and  on  leaviqg  the  boat^  (fi^ofa  which 
I  was  carried  tp  the  shore  t^roilgh  the  s^i^|7 
low  waves,  betweet)^  twq  of  the  nfitjve  boft^r 
men  in  thefr  picturesque  costume,  their  long 
ringlets  falling  wildly  over  their  sun-burnt 
foreheads,)  we  crossed  two  or  thr^e  fields  on 
the  estate  in  question,  (whpre  hpa^h-flow^rs, 
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rosemary,  chamomile,  wild  thyme,  and  other 
aromatic  herbs,  grew  in  profiision,  and 
emitted  the  most  dehghtful  fragrance,)  be- 
fore we  reached  the  wood  of  orange  and 
lemon  trees,  which  incloses  the  mansion. 
Here  we  werie  greeted  by  our  host  and  his 
family ;  and  after  having  viewed  the  quinta, 
and  admired  the  bowers  of  grapes,  the  beds 
of  melons  and  bobras,  (a  sort  of  gourd  which 
grows  here  to  the  most  gigantic  size,)  the 
fountains,  and  tall  close-cut  hedges  of  box, 
were  conducted  to  the  house;  our  host 
leading  the  way,  with  a  long  pastoral  staff  in 
his  hand,  and  pointing  out  every  thing  to 
our  notice,  although  his  own  eyes  were  for 
ever  closed  k)  the  beauties  he  described; 
poor  man!  he  is  totally  bUnd;  but  bears  his 
afflicting  deprivation  with  the  most  perfect 
resignation  and  cheerfulness.  The  only 
charm  of  his  life  is  music,  which  even  at  his 
advanced  age,  he  still  continues  to  cultivate, 
playing  many  curious  old-fashioned  pieces, 
by  masters  whose  names  are  now  forgotten 
by  the  rest  of  the  world ;  but  upon  whose 
different  merits  he  frequently  descants,  with 
as  much  interest  as  we  now  feel  in  judging 
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between  Rossini,  Mayer,  or  Mozart ;  Scar- 
latti is  one  of  his  favourites.  The  house' 
itself,  when  we  first  beheld  its  exterior,  we 
could  scarcely  believe  to  be  inhabited;  so 
dilapidated,  neglected,  and  rude  was  its  ap« 
pearance ;  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  any 
definite  idea  of  the  place  altogether,  but  it 
was  something  between  an  ancient  French 
chateau,  and  a  bam.  A  few  flowers  were 
cultivated  in  the  outer  court,  and  trained  so 
as  to  grow  against  the  walls  on  either  side 
the  door;  but  we  could  see  them  only 
through  a  rude  lattice  of  canes,  which  were 
necessary  to  protect  them  from  being  de- 
stroyed by  the  innumerable  animals  and 
birds  which  roved,  without  restraint,  around 
the  house,  and  all  dwelt  in  loving  fellowship: 
beneath  its  roof;  dogs,  asses,  cats,  goats,  and 
poultry.  And  yet,  when  we  were  seated  in 
the  drawing-room,  we  found  infinite  enjoy- 
ment Sn  the  coolness,  shade,  verdure,  and 
tranquillity  of  the  scene;  the  prospect  from 
the  windows  was  beautiful;  a  fine  avenue  of 
tall  elm  trees*  enriched  the  foreground,  and 

*  Almost  a  miracle  in  this  part  of  Portugal,  where 
thd  wani  of  shade  is  so  intolerable !    Here  every  Sun- 
r2 
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in  tbe  dbtanoe  w«d  llie'pfetty' village  of  the 
"  Linda  Pastora,"  (Lovely  Shepherdess,) 
its  white  cottages  peeping  forth  fVom  iheir 
sereen  of  vine  and  orange  tre^;  sdnie  of 
these  humble  tenements  belbng  to  our  host 
Sen.  J.t  who  fe  Lord  of  the  Manor^  isind 
pay  him  the  valuaMe  rent  of  twt>  gallinbs 
(fowls)  a^yeinr.  There  was' a  singular  mix- 
ture of  Ittxihry  and  rustici^f  fai  the  interior 
of  the  chateau;  while  we  '£^t  upon  rush- 
bottomed  ^eats  df  the  commonest  mannfec- 
ture>  inapartmM&nts whose  walls  were  simply 
whitewashed,  and  SeiHtitiite  bf  every  thing 
worthy  tbe  name  t^f  furnHure,  while  the  roof 
^ottld  hardly  beep  i>ut  the  weather,  and  the 
crasy  doors  and  casements  rattled  in  the 
sUgfa^Mt  bceme,  I  found  the  to^ette  in  the 
lady's  bed-^faandh^r  completely  appointed, 
andoraamentedwithvases^  of  fresh  gathered 
flowers,  and  silver  boxes  of  rich  filligree 
Wffi^manship. 

day,  the  kind  possessors  delighted  to  admit  the  pea- 
santry, decked  in  their  holiday  attire,  to  mingle  in  the 
throng,  and  to  encourage  their  harmless  mirth — I  once 
saw  this  done  in  England— would  that  it  were  a  wore 
frequent  custom  I 
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Our  dfainet  was  completely  in  the  na- 
timml  taste,  and  the  ease  and  gaiety  of  our 
kind  hostess  gave  -sest  to  the  meal.  Our 
attendants  were  numerous,  and  thietly  fe* 
males  of  all  ages,  O^ildren  included,)  Por- 
tugueze  and  Mulat(k)6,  drent*  in  their  hoti^ 
day«uits,  and^tbe  ktter  with  f^esh  carna- 
tions in  their  woolly  ^heads;  eadh  "vfing 
with  the *ottiet  in  lihowing' tlVB  mosticiaress- 
ing  attentions  to  their  English  guissts.-^ 
The  children  eidier  st0od  behind  the  chair 
of  didr  patron,  ministering  to  his'iAfhrmity, 
or  ran  about,  'uncfaeeked,  sometimies  e^ 
citing,  at  others  ^correcting,  the  exuberant 
spirits  of  their  playfellows,  consisting  of  a 
dog,  two  or  three  kittens,  and  a  kid;  the 
latter  is  the  pet  of  the  family,  and  is  loaded 
with  amulets  to  preserve  him  from  evil  eyes; 
he  remained  perdue  beneath  the  dinner- 
table,  for  the  first  few  minutes  after  we  were 
seated,  nor  did  I  discover  his  vicinity,  until 
I  felt  something  cold  and  damp  touch  my 
hand;  it  was  his 

"  Innocent  nose." 

After  coffee,  we  amused  ourselves  with 
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musicy  our  venerable  host  being  Maestro 
de  Capella;  he  concluded  by  a  Brazilian 
modinha,  in  the  chorus  of  which  he  was 
joined  by  his  party-coloured  servants^  (his 
children  they  might  be  called,  from  the 
lightness  of  their  bondage,)  who  had  been 
allowed  to  enter  the  apartmentj  and  to  parti- 
cipate in  our  pleasure. 

How  patriarchal  is  all  this!  T assure  you 
I  have  seldom  passed  a  more  agreeable  day, 
and  I  shall  not  easily  forget  the  hospitality 
and  fraokness  with  which  we  werereoei^ed, 
nor  the  fliltteripg  expressions  of  regret  whidi 
were  lavished  at  our  departure.. 


.1  '    I 
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LETTER  LXV. 


St.  Amaro,  Sept. 

The  investiture  of  the  king  with  the 
Order  of  the  Garter  is  fixed  to  take  place 
on  Tuesday  next;  but  I  beUeve  we  are  to 
sail  for  England  the  same  day ;  therefore  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
politeness  of  Sir  G.  Nayler,  who  had  in- 
vited us  to  witness  the  ceremony.  At  any 
other  moment  I  believe  I  should  have  con- 
sidered this  deprivation  in  the  light  of  a 
disappointment;  but  as  it  is^  you  will  easily 
imagine  that  my  mind  has  no  leisure  to  dwell 
upon  the  circumstance.  I  need  not  detail 
the  various  minutiae^  of  a  mixed  nature^ 
some  joyful,  some  painful,  which  now  in- 
cessantly agitate  my  spirits,  and  firom  which 
I  am  glad  to  take  refuge  in  the  bustle  of 
packing.    The  despair  of  my  poor  nurse, 
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eitpressed  with  all  the  national  impetuosity 
of  feeling,  is  reaUgr  distressing  to  witness; 
she  has  taken  leave  of  the  in&nt,  (who  is 
now  given  up  to  an  English wcmian,  whonvl 
had  ^nt  for  from  Falmouth,  to  take  charge 
of  it  during  the  voyage,)  and  after  having 
wildly  .embraced  it,  she  dashed  herself  down 
on  the  floQr,.  in  a  sort  of  desperate  agony, 
where  she  long  remained  drowned  in  tears, 
and  in^s^nsihle.  to  the  consolations  pf  her 
moAer  and  hu^hand,  who  WA  ^ifiy^4.  W 
purpose  tQ  CQnv^  heif  tQ  her  hunible.bom^  -^ 
wrin|^  hei;  hands,  and  p^^.  ^s  o^i^^  i|he 
Sit.  length  sJlQwly  di^partjed^  after  havii^  tied 
a  small  crpss,  arpwd  the  n^k  of  h^  Uttlq 
nursling,  which  I  b^vQ  had.  heep,  pre- 
viously blesitby  a  prie?it»  Qh^urms  p.t  anm- 
leta  ar^  in  universftl  nset  in  this  country^ 
m^ny  pf  the.m  ^re  worn  a^  prpR^vatives. 
ilgainst  the  ^9  ^ye^  for  which  thpy  all  re- 
tain a  particnlay  hoirox..  One.  of  thejr  re- 
sources I  cwnot  forbear  to  n^^ntion;  when, 
they  meet  a  suspicions  looking  pld  woman,, 
they  never  fail  to  crook.  ^U  the  fingers  of 
the  right  hand  in  ap^cijiar  manner  one  over 
the  other,  whiqh  they  turn  towards  her,  as 
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they  pass ;  the  witch  (if  she  is  one)  can  then 
do  them  no  iigury.  Litde  ornaments  for 
the  neck,  breast-pins,  rings,  &c.  are  often 
made  in  the  form  of  two  hands  clasped  to- 
gether: another  celebrated  charm  against 
sorcery ;  they  are  called  figas,  and  I  have 
one  of  them  now  in  my  possession,  the  gift 
of  an  humble  friend. 

On  board  the  Stanmer  Packet^ 
Sept.  30,  9  o'clock,  P.M. 

I  finish  this  in  the  cabin  of  the  vessel 
which  by  to-morrow's  dawn  will  sail.  What 
a  day  of  ndngled  emotions  have  we  passed  t 
My  eitcellent  and  constant  friend  herself 
conveyed  me  to  the  water's  edge,  (the  chS- 
chren  having  previously  been  sent  on  board,) 
and  here  I  experienced  the  pang  of  separa- 
tion in  aD  its  bitterness.  Long  as  I  had 
wished  to  quit  Portugal,  much  as  I  had  ever 
felt  its  varied  desagremens,  when  the  mo- 
ment actually  arrived,  pain  was  the  predo- 
minant feeling  of  my  heart !  Never  shall  I 
forget  some  pleasant  days  we  have  paiSsed 
there;  nor  the  distinguished  kindness  we 
have  received  from  certain  of  its  inhabitants. 
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I  believe  I  said  this  to  my  friend,  as  involim- ' 
tarily  grasping  each  other's  hands,  we  toge- 
ther watched  the  approach  of  the  boat,  as 
it  advanced  from  the  distant  moorings,  look- 
ing like  a  dark  speck  upon  the  bright  waters 
of  the  river,  then  glowing  in  the  crimson 
glories  of  the  setting  sun.  "  I  shall  never 
see  another  sim  rise  upon  this'  romantic 
land"  was  my  silent  thought,  and  I  looked 
back  upon  Lbbon  almost  with  regret! 
Such  is  the  impression  which  an  eternal 
farewell  leaves  upon  the  spirits,  that  even, 
though  I  am  retummg  to  the  country  of  my 
first  and  best  affections,  I  cannot  as  yet 
shake  off  my  dejection,  nor  "  tune  my  soul 
to  joy.*'  Fair  Portugal,  adieu !  Whatever 
may  be  thine  imperfections,  peace  be  with 
thee !  Nor  shall  I  ever  cease  to  remember 
thee  in  the  spirit  of  a  thousand  saudades  ! 


THE  END. 
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